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INTRODUCTION. 


I HAVE placed on record the services of “ The 
Bengal European Eegiment,” in order that the in- 
heritors of it’s fame and trophies may for all time 
hear in grateful memory it’s gallant exploits; which 
in so large a degree have conduced to the civilization, 
peace, and secmity of millions of Her Imperial 
Majesty’s subjects. 

The names of Clive, Warren Hastings, and Eju'e 
Coote, are well known to history ; those of Herbert 
Edwardes, Hodson, and Cavagnari, are household 
words ; but there still remains a long list of heroes, both 
amongst the Officers and Eank-and-File, whose actions 
were as noble, and whose endurance was as great, 
though their valorous deeds have not been so promi- 
nently recorded. All their names it has been my 
endeavour to indelibly preserve. 

In fulfilling this sacred trust, I owe m3' heart3’' 
thanks to all those who have afforded me their kindl}" 
aid; to the Secretary of State for India, who has 


Vlll 


courteously allowed me free access to the archives of 
liis Office; to Major John Henry Barnard, O.M.Gr., of 
the Royal Munster Rnsihers, who devoted much time 
and labom* to research in the Adjutant-G-eneral’s Office 
in Bengal; to my brother Officers, who have furnished 
me with valuable information and details of personal 
experience, not otherwise obtainable ; thus encouraging 
me to fur bher and perpetuate this important record. 

Lastly, I have been deshoiis to rescue from obhvion 
the glorious name of “ The Bengal European Regi- 
ment,” the last remnant of which, in July, 1883, 

1 ' , 

disappeared from the Official Army List. 

P. E. INNES. 


11, Chesiston Gardens, 
Kensington, 

6th Februanj, 1885. 
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WAll SERVICES OF “THE BENGAL EUROPEAN 

REGIMENT.” 


Dati;. 

^VAll KKUVICn. 

I’Aoi:. 

175G 

Ciiptuvc of lliu Fori of JV.ij I’nij 

■2:, 

170? 

Rc-cnptovc of Fort 'Williuiii, Calcultn 

27 

n 

Capture of the Fort of llu/;H 

L'9 

n 

Battle of Cliitpore 

:12 

n 

Capture of the Fort of (thaiulenm^ore from the Freueh 

41 

ij 

Capture of the Fort of Kutwah 

T).') 


Battle of FLAvSSEY 

5!) 

1758 

Battle of CONDOllE (a"i\infit the Freucii) 

7G 

V 

Attack and CapUire of the French Camp 

79 


Occupation of Bajamundri 

81 

n 

Capture of the 1' rench I’oMlion at Narsnrjiore 

8:1 


Storm and Capture of tlie French Fortress of Musulipatam 

HG 

1759 

Belief of Patna 

9G 


Defeat of the Dutch at Chandernagore ^ ... 

101 

1* 

Battle of Bedcrra against the Dutch 

104 

17G0 

Defence of Patna 

112 


Battle of Sccrporc 

IIG 


Defeat of the Emperor of Dellii at Belkoss 

119 


Belief of Patna 

121 

a 

Battle of Beerporo 

122 

17G1 

Battle against Shah Alani and the French at Suan 

190 

17G3 

Battle of IMaujcc 

141 


Battle of Kuhvah 

147 

IJ 

Battle of Geriah 

149 

)> 

Capture of the Fortified Position at Snti 

159 

J> 

Storm and Capture of Undwah Kiilu 

IGO 

)» 

Capture of hlonghjT 

1G4 

» 

Siege and Capture of Patna 

179 

17G4 

Defence of Patna 

190 

JJ 

Battle of BUXAll 

204 


Assault of the Fort of Clmnar 

219 


Storm of the Nawab Vazir's Camp near Benares 

21 S 

17 G5 

Capture of the Fortress of Allahabad 

219 

»» 

Capture of the Fort of Chunar 

220 
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WAR SERVICES OF “THE BENGAL EUROPEAN 
REGIJ^IENT.”— ( Conthmecl ) . 


. Date. 

WAR SERVICE. 

Page. 

1765 

Action at Kavrali 

220 


Battle of Kalpi 

221 

1774 

Battle of Kiitra 

247 

1781 

Battle of Patuta 

252 


Capture of the Fort of Bidgegluir 

253 

J? 

Capture of the Fort of Karrungalli 

257 


Belief of Waudhvash 

257 


Assault of Chilamhrain 

259 


Battle of Porto Novo against Haidar Ali and the French 

260 


Second Belief of IVandiwash 

263 

jj 

Capture of the Fort of Tripassoi-c 

264 


Battle of Pollilore 

264 

!> 

Battle of SHOLINGIlUB 

265 


Battle of Vcracundalore 

265 

M 

Belief of Vellore 

266 

178-2 

Battle of Arnee 

267 

178:1 

Siege of Cuddalore against the French 

269 

1794 

Battle of Bcetura in BOHILCUND 

275 

1804 

Capture of the Fortress of Gwalior 

287 


Battle of Dcig 

289 

?J 

Storm and Capture of the Forti-ess of DEIG 

297 

1805 

Four Assaults on the Fortress of Bhurtpore 

300 

1808 

Expedition to the Island of Macao 

310 

1810-17 

Operations in Java 

•312 

1814 

Nepal War 

316 

1817 

Pindaric War 

320 

1826 

Storm and Capture of the Fortress of BHUBTPOBE ... 

328 

1838 

Campaign in AFGHANISTAN 

340 

1839 

Storm and Capture of GHUZNEE 

348 

1840 

Capture of the Fort of Pushoot 

358 

1845 

Battle of FEIIOZSHUHUR 

379 

1846 

Storm and Capture of SOBRAON 

398 

1848 

Campaign in the PUNJAUB 

419 

Ti 

Battle of CHHJJANWALLAH ' 

422 

1849 

Battle of GOOZEBAT - 

425 




WAR SERVICES OF “THE BENGAL EUROPEAN 


REGl MENT.”— ( CondiuHc-O- 

DA'n;. 

WAtt sivuvici:. 

VAtit], 



1852 

CuptllTO of l’K(iU 

■Bin 

?) 

llclicf of Pegu 

•i;is 

1857 

Baltic of Buclli-ka-Semi 

Am 


Assault of the Ecil Gar Sevai 

402 


Battle of Subzi IMuiuli 

4C1 


Battle of Nujjtifgliur 

470 

» 

Stonn aiul Capture of DELIIl 

475 


Battle of Narnoul 

49G 

15 

Affair at Gungeliri 

501 

J> 

Action at Puttiallce 

50:5 

?> 

Occupation of Jlynpooric 

504 

1858 

Siege and Capture of LUCKEOAV 

51(5 

!> 

Action at Barcc 

524 

11 

Action at Saliadit 

525 




CHAPTEIl I. 


liUrothictdiy, 1(111 to I7.'iG — Karly days of tlu> Jlritifili in Hengiil — Gnptnro 
■of Calcutta by Siraju '<1 (luubib — Miulfna reinforcements arrive to the 
•■Kueenur of Ileiigal — Clive's arrival at- K\ilta — Formation of the Bengal 
Knrojiean Battalion — Battle of Baj Baj — Heeajittire of (’alcntta. 




coiiitncn(iin{? to jtliicc on record tlic origin 
and wrvictjs of the Hongal Enrojtcan Kcgiincnt, 
which Wits the jtnrent. of the Royal !Munstcr 
Fnsilieiv, we propose to give a passing glance at 
the political causes which led to its formation; 
•causes altogctlicr so widely ditfcrcut from those which preceded 
the cnrolmeut of other Regiments of the Lino, that it will be 
necessary to consider the position of iifl’airs in Bengal for some 
time prior to the enrolment of the Regiment. 

The 1st and 2nd Bengal European Regiments, which now 
-constitnlo the 1st and 2nd Battalions of the “Royal Munster 
Fnsilici's,"’ Averc, until ISo.S (when the European portion of the 
Indian Army was brought under the immediate control of the 
Horse Guards), tlie only two British Infantry Regiments of 
any considerable standing attached to the Bengal Presidency 
in the service of the East India Comj)any. .Some additional 
European Regiments, both Cavalry and Infantry, were raised by 
the East India Company for service immediately before, or in 
■consccpiouce of, the Scpalii Mutiny in India, 1857-58; but they 
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TXTUODUCTOIIV. 


lG4‘i-17r)(j. -were scarcely niovo than in process of organization when the}' were 
merged into the Iloyal Army. 

In the early days of the East India Comiwny, the Odicers in 
their service were appointed hy the “Court of Directors;” their 
only requirements being good health, courage, and common sense. 
The pay of the Odicers was little more than nominal, {trizc-inoncy 
was plentiful: and those Odicors who were fortunate cnongli to 
render services to the Native Chiefs were handsomely, and some- 
times profusely, rewarded. Cadets so appointed were not pro- 
moted to Ensigneies until the}' Inul educated themselves for their 
profession of the Army; and in many instances they served as 
private soldiers in what tvas called the “Cadets’ Company;”* 
or carried their mnskcls in the ranks, attended all drills, and took 
their guards in common with the privates of the Regiment. Leave 
to Europe was not in any case permitted. A Cadet took service 
for his life ; and if he found it necossaiy, on aecount of ill liealth, 
or from any other cause, to absent himself from the country, he 
was deprived of his Commission. All the servants of the Com- 
pany, whether civil or military, were permitted to cany on trade 
on their own account ; which, with the advantages they possessed 
over the Native Traders, ensured veiy liandsome profits. Recruits 
were acquired by means of press-gangs, who were paid a handsome 
commission on the number of men engaged. These pi'css-gangs 
were employed by the East India Company under the authority 
of the Crown. Men were usually pressed into the service when 
in a state of intoxication ; and tho}' were frequently kidnapped,, 
forcibly conveyed on board ship, and embarked before they 
w^ere aware of their fate. On arrival in India escape was 
impossible; the soldiers were at the complete mercy of their 
masters, whoever they might be for the time being ; they were 

* The Cadets’ Company, or “ The Select Picket ” ns it was usually called, 
was composed entirely of “gentlemen Cadets” waiting for their Ensign’s 
Commission. “ The Select Picket” occupied the post of honour in the field, 
and “was always posted on the right of the advanced guard.”— East India 
Military Calendar, vol. T, p. 44-45. 
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frequently liavshly and even cruelly treated; and in cases of lGi4-175G 
insubordination the cidprits •were placed in irons and made to 
■work 'vvitb the NaliA'c Convicts on the roads. 

In later years enlistment for the Indian Army has been con- 
dneted in prcciscly the same manner as for the British service. 

The East India Company's principal recruiting depot Avas 
established at Parkhurst,* and no soldier Avas enlisted in India 
tmless he conld prove that he AA-as of purely European extrac- 
tion. 

The establishment of English tmde in Bengal, under the sanction 
of the Emperor of Dclhic, and the patronage of the NaAvab of 
Bengid, Avas secured in in.oti, just one hundred years prior to 
the formation of the ‘‘ Bengal European Ecglmeut,'’ uoav the 
“Bo 3 'al Munster Fusiliers,'’ upon aa'Iiosc colours are emblazoned 
the names of the many hard-fought battles and sieges, AA'hich 
thej' have inherited from their time-hononred ancestor. 

ItAvasinfhc year lOM that Dr. Boughton obtained the sanction 
of the Emperor of Dclhic for the removal of the restrictions 
on British trade, so serious an obstacle to its pursuit tlnlt its 
discontinuance in Bengal, and the bi’caking up of the factories, 

Avcrc contemplated. The circumstances AA’hich led to the cancella- 
tion of these restrictions are thoroughlj’^ authenticated, and savoiir 
so strongly of Eastei*n romance that avc maj’’ be pardoned for 
detailing them. 

In the year 1644, one of the daughters of the Emperor Shall 
Jehan met Avith a serious accident — her dress catching fire, and 
before the liames could be extinguished, she had sustained such 
serious injuries that the Native Doctors pronounced the Princess 
incurable. Shah Jehan, aaIvo had lately heard of the great skill of 
the English Doctors, AATOte to the British Governor of Surat, 
begging him to send one of his Surgeons to effect a cure. Noaa', 

* UlUmatcIy the East India Company sold their recruiting depot at 
Parkliurst to the English Government, and hnilt bai'racks for their recruits 
at Warlcy. 
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1041-175G. on bouvd tlic JEusi Tmlia Compiiny’s slnp “ Ilopcwcir’ there 
was a doctor, Gabriel Houghton, who consented to try his skill 
on the lin])crial jiaticnt. Houghton ])ro(;coded under a royal 
escort to the Eutperor's camp, then in the Deccan, where he soon 
succeeded in restoring the Princess to health. 'J’hc I'jmjjoror, 
overcome with gratitude, informed the doctor that he was prepared 
to grant him any favour lie might ask. Houghton, intlucnced 
more by anxiety to serve his masters than to enrich himself, 
begged that he might be empowered to establish an English 
factory for the East India Company on the banks of the river 
riugli, and that the English should be allowed to trade without 
payment of any duty. His requests were granted, and Houghton 
was supplied with a “ //rmaa” to the Viceroy of Bengal, instruct- 
ing him to treat the bearer with all honour, and to convey to him, 
or his assigns, land on which he was to be permitted to erect 
an English factory, and tnide without payment of duty. On 
his arrival at Eajmahal, where Sultan Sujah (the Emperor’s 
son), then Viceroy, was residing, Houghton’s medical skill again 
did him good service, by eirecting a cure on one of the favourite 
ladies in the Viceregal zenana, whose malady had baffled the native 
physicians; so that the goodwill and patronage of the Viceroy 
were secured, in addition to that of the Em])eror. 

Thus it was that a few j^ears after the events just narrated, 
trade "was firmly established Avith Bengal; and in 1652 a small 
force, consisting of an Ensign and thirty men, Avas alloAvcd to be 
employed by the East India Company, as a guard of honour; 
“ which little hand,” says Colonel Broome in his “ Eise and Pro- 
gress of the Bengal Army,” “ may be looked upon as the nucleus ” 
“ of the present extensive Army retained by the Company in ” 
“ the Bengal Presidency.” 

Thirty-four years after British merchants had established 
themselves at the tOAvn of Hugh, a dispute arose between the 
NaAvab’s representative and Mr. Job Charnock, the Company's 
Agent at their factory, Avho in consequence Avas driven for a 
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time from the country : and on liis return moved the factory 1G44-176() 
to a village on the left bank of the river, thirty-seven miles 
nearer to the sea. This village was called Chatanati, adjoining 
Avhich vas a place called Kalikata, and on the site of these 
villages now stands the capital of India. 

In rhe vear 1700. the Yicerov of Benijal effected a loan 
from the East India Company, to enable him to disunite the 
succession of the Emperor ; and in exchange for this accom- 
modation the townshij) of Calcutta and the adjacent lands, 
together with privileges which they had not hitherto enjoyed, 
were granted to the Company. 

In 1707 Calcutta was formed into a Presidency town, 
subordinate to Madras. Trade inci'cascd, and comparative security 
prevailed, notwithstanding that the Princes of India showed 
jealousy at the growing influence of the British, and placed 
restrictions on their commerce. Nor were the Native Bulers 
their only enemies, for the French, the Portuguese, the Danes, 
the Dutch, each witli its rival East India Company, had in its 
turn to'be dealt with. But of all the foreigners the French alone 
held large possessions, and exercised important influence in Bengal 
at the Yiceregal Court. 

It would be foreign to our pui’posc to trace the potty wars, 1756 . 
the successes, and the disai>pointmcnts of the next fifty years; 
and it will be sufficient to state that, as our trade and influence 
increased, our establishments had to be augmented in proportion ; 
so that in the year 1756 the military force in Bengal consisted of 
four Companies of European Infantry and one of Artillery, as 
well as some hundreds of Native soldiers. In addition to these 
regular forces, there were two Companies of Militia at the Presi- 
dency which were composed of European and Armenian inhabitants, 
and Officered principally by members of the Civil Service. 

In 175(5, Siraju kl daulah succeeded his uncle, Ali Yardi Ivhan, 
as Yiceroy of the provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa; and 
it was during his short reign that events occurred which led to the 
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1756. formation of the Bengal European Regiment. Siraju ’d daulah 
Vas a Prince , eminently unsuited to the position of Viceroy. 
As a child he had been petted and spoilt; as a man, Mills, in 
his “ History of India,” describes him as “ voluptuous ; on his ” 
“ own pains and pleasures he set a value immense, on the pains ” 
“ and pleasures of other men no value at all. He was impatient, ” 
“ irascible, and headstrong.” 

Some authors have affirmed that, before his death, Ali Vardi 
Khan warned his nephew to be on his guard against the encroach- 
ments of the English, whose powerfnl navy he feared and whose 
influence he could not resist. , 

Ho sooner had Siraju ’d daulah ascended the throne, than the 
idea of driving -the British from his territories gained power over 
him; and, to give his actions the semblance of justice, he sent a 
dispatch to the Government of Calcutta, couched in offensive 
and threatening language. He called on the Governor (hlr. 
Drake) forthwith to desist from repairing his fortifications or 
constructing any defences for his position; adding, that his 
neglect of these commands would he held as a casus belli, and 
the consequences must be on his own head. It was in vain that 
the Governor urged that he was rejiairing his fortifications solely 
with the view of resisting possible attacks from the French — 
as war between that country and England was considered im- 
minent — and that the French fortifications at the neighbouring 
settlement of Chandanagore were in perfect repair, whereas those 
of Calcutta had been long neglected and Avere falling into decay. 
The NaAvab Avas not to he pacified. On receipt of the Governor’s 
reply, he ordered his troops to prepare for a campaign ; and 
in a fcAV days he left his Capital, Murshedabad, at the head 
of an army .50,000 strong, and advanced on the English settle- 
ment of Calcutta. On June Ist, 1756, he attacked the English 
factory of Kassimbazar, AA'hich was situated Avithin a fcAV miles of 
Mitrshedabad, and garrisoned by some 50 men only, the defences 
being altogether inefficient. Mi*. Watts AA*as the chief at this 
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factory, and he liad constantly represented to the Government at 1756 . 
Calcutta that it was nutenahlc. But reinforcements had been 
refused, and the Commander had been informed that, if he could 
not hold his position Avlth the troops at his disposal, he had better 
•ellect a retreat 51s best he could. 

When the Nawab arrived Ijcforc the factory, he summoned !Mr. 
Watts into his presence, receiving liim Avith anything but courtesy, 
and compelling him to sign an agreement, under severe conditions, 
that the new works at Calcutta should be forthwith demolished, 
and the servants of the Compan)% on duty at ICassimbazar, be 
given up. Tlie factory was plundered, .and the Officers subjected 
to such indignities that Lieutenant Elliot, of the Company’s 
service, Commanding the troops, shot himself to escape from the 
hands of his torturers. 

On the 9th of June, the Nawab proceeded on his march to 
■Calcutta. On reaching the Dutch settlement of Chinsurah and 
the French settlement of Chandernagore, he endeavoured to 
induce tlie troops at those places to join him in his expedition 
.against the British. He failed, however, in his attempts; so he 
levied a war-tax on the Dutch of £50,000, aud on the French of a 
like amount ; both being paid, partly in cash, and partly in 
.munitions of war. 

When the news of the capture of Kassimbazar reached Cal- 
'Cutta, the Council, feeling their insecurity, became seriously 
•idarmed, and dreading lest the N.awab should be incensed against 
them, they had abandoned the repairs of the fortifications. To 
.add to the confusion, the Council were at variance amongst them- 
•selves, some strongly urging the necessity of placing the Fort in 
temporary repair, others recommending that they shoidd throw 
themselves on the mercy of the Nawab — to Avhom a dispatch, 
•couched in submissive terms, was sent. 

The letters were dispatched, but they either did not reach their 
•destination or wei’e unheeded, and the onward march of the 
-Nawab’s troops was unchecked ; indeed, such was his impatience 
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17f>0. tlisit his solilicrs were not allowctl sufficient time for rest or food^ 
so that luiiny died on the road from exposure and fatigue. 

The position of affairs at Calcutta, nlthojigh requiring courage, 
tact, and judgment, "svas by no means so desperate as to give 
ground for despair. It is true that tlie moans of defence were 
poor, the soldiers, especially the Militia, being indifi’crcntly armed, 
and many of the guns unmounted ; but on the other hand, there 
were some 500 Europeans in the garrison,* trust^Yorthy, and 
believed to be courageous. The walls of the Fort, construolcd 
of masonry, Avere four feet thick, and easily defensible by a few 
determined men against the rabble of Avhich the Nawab’s Anny 
Avas composed. Morcovci’, the north-Avest face of the Fort Avas in 
communication Avith the riA'cr, the passage to Avhich Avas covered 
by the guns placed on the tAvo flank bastions, so that, should the 
Fort be found untenable, and the enemy effect an entry, the 
defenders could easily retreat by the Avatcr-gatc and get to the 
ships — seven or eight of Avhich Avcrc at anchor Avithin a convenient 
distance. 

Unfortunately, Captain Minchin, the Commandant, lacked all 
the requirements essential for a Commando'. He neglected tO' 
make the best of his position. His conduct Avas not only unsoldicr- 
like, but coAA'ardly. Had he employed his time in strengthening 
his position, in place of tlu’OAving out Avorks Avhich he had not 
men to defend ; and had he concentrated his force instead of 
scattering it abroad, he might have kept the enemy at bay until 
the monsoon (daily expected) had set in ; Avhen the enemy, 
exposed to the constant rains, AA'ould be forced either to retreat or 
come to terms. But Captain Minchin did not possess sound: 
judgment ; neither had he the confidence of the soldiers Avho Avere- 
serving under him. 

On the 15th of June Siraju ’d daulah’s Ai'iny crossed the- 
Hugh, and took up its position beyond the IMaratha Ditch, Avhich 

* There Avere in the garrison the folloAA’ing Regular European trooj)S ~ 
Infantry, 145 ; Artillery, 45 . — MUitary Calendar, vol. 11, p. 81. 
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constituted the defences of the outskirts of the town; and on the l75ff. 
18th of June our outposts were attacked. Many of these were 
bravely defended ; but the losses were heavy, and it was found 
impossible to furnish reinforcements. Retreat was inevitable ; 
the outworks, which had been hastily constructed, were deserted, 
and in some instances the guns, which had been abandoned with- 
out having been previously spiked, were turned upon the Fort ; 
wliilst the enemy, taking up a position behind the newly-formed 
trenches which had been thrown across the park, kept up an 
incessant fire on the ramparts, doing much execution amongst 
the defenders.* 

On the evening of this the first day’s attack, it was determined 
to send the women and childi-en, for security, on boaz-d the 
Company’s ship “ Dodaly,” at anchor close at hand. iSIessrs. 
Manningham and Frankland, members of the Council, were 
deputed to superintend the an-angements : but these men, who 
should from their position have set a bold example of self-denial 
and courage, so utterly failed that, reaching the sliip with then* 
charge, they steadily refused to return to their posts. Worse than 
all, after consulting with Captain Young, who commanded the 
vessel, they weighed anchor and dropped down the river ; thus 
cutting off the pi’incipal means of retreat from the garrison, many 
of whom were defending their position, now threatened on all 
sides. 

. Next morning it was found that many of the ships, following 
the example of the “ Dodaly,” had deserted during the night ; so 
that there was but scanty accommodation for the I'emainder of the 
women and children who had not been sent on board ship the 
IDrevious evening. It was, therefore, deemed necessary that their 
safety should be at once secured; but by this time a panic had 
June 19tli, taken possession of many in the garrison. !Mr. Drake, the 
1756. Governor, Captain-Commandant Minchin, Captain Grant, 
and a large portion of the Militia, as weU as some of the Eegidar 
- For pl.m of Calcutta in 17-56. see page 31. 
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3700 . trooj)?, (Ic.scrtcd tlioir ami fled fui bo.nrd tlifi remaining 

re.-^sels; which, in their turn, weighed anchor, and left the 
defondeiv to their fate. 'Phe ntiinher of the troojin in garrison 
was now reduced to under :J00 men. A council of w.ar Avas 
called; and Mr. Ilolwell, though not the senior. wn.« ajipointcd 
.noting Governor, and entrusted with the .snjircme Coimnand. A 
rcdi.strihiition of the force w.ns ordered ; and the hrcachos liastily 
repaired with hales of cloth and cotton. The pcr.sonal oounigc 
displayed hy the gallant hand who had elected to reinaiTi in the 
garrison formed a nohle continst to the cowardice of the desertor.s. 
The enemy, emholdened hy their .«ticcess, and hy the knowledge 
that the strength of the defenders had been reduced hy desertion, 
attaeked the weakest parts of the Fort in overwhelming nnmhers; 
so that the defenders, as soon as they had succeeded in reptdsing 
an attack, had to rush at the top of their speed to render succour 
to their weaker commdes (lu the other side of the Fort. Thus 
hour by hour their number was reduced; whilst the ranks of the 
attiicking-party were being constantly reinforced. Still tlii.s 
courageous little hand fought on until mid-day, wlicn. to their 
surprise and relief, the enemy’s fire suddenly ceased; and soon 
afterwards an Officer from his ranks advanced, waving a 
flag of truce. A parley ensued ; but it soon became api)areut 
that the flag avus simply a rut^c on the part of the enemy to 
enable him to approach the defences; for, taking adA’antage of 
the cessation of fire, he attenuated to seize the Eastern Gate. 
In the meantime ]Mr. IIoIavcII had hoisted a Avhite flag, hut 
all to no aA'ail ; the enemy pressing on Avitlv unabated 
energy. 

One hope of eft'ccting an honourable retrc.at remained — the 
Company’s ship “ St. George,” Captain Hague, having some days 
previously been sent up the laA'cr to assist in the defence of one 
June 19th, of the outposts, called “ Penan’s Point."” A boat aaus sent 
1756. off from the Fort to Captain Hague, Avith instructions to 
drop doAvn to the river-gate, AAdiere the defenders Avould embark. 
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ITAft. iniiiulcsf (Ictnil.s. Pnroliin;; thiivl, dolirium ; tlioii inn«1tirF.'-, flciitli, 
iuul putrefaotioii, rapidly t-iiacccdin;' cadi ctlicr, .«o that when 
’ the door was forced open in tlic inorninjr after tliat tenihle 
Sunday niglit, *J.”i j^hastly (iiruros were all that remained alive. 
Amon^fpl the survivors was that nohle woman, Mrs. Carey ; her 
hushand having .snerninhed li» the tortiin; on the previous evcniiijr, 
she was left alom* indeed. “Amonysi those that perislied on” 
.fuue ‘iOtli, “that fatal night were nearly all the military, indnding” 
37.’)(i. “ Captains Clayton, Buchanan, Withcrington ; Lieutenants ” 

“ Bishop, flays, Blagg, Simpson and Bellamy ; Ensigns Piccard, ” 
“Scott. Hastings and M’cdderhurn ; with Ensigns Coales and” 
“ Dumhlcton of the Militia, and 71 of the Pcgular and Militia” 
“force. The onlv Commissioned Oflicer who survived was” 
“ Ensign M’aleot. ^Ir. Patrick Moran, who .‘^nhsequently " 
“ received ji Commission, and rose to he a Captain in the service, ” 
“and Id men of the Bcgnlars and Militia, only remained alive.”* 
^Ir. Ilolwcll, and Messrs. Court. 'Walcot, tmd Burdet, ivcrc 
heavily ironed, and jdaced under the charge of a man named 
^lir Modin, hv whom they were treated with the greatest 
severity. The other jirisoncrs were released, excepting Mrs. 
Carey, “ who was too young and handsonie.”i' 

The descrter.s who fled from the Calcutta Fort with Captain 
Mincliin found themselves exposed to many dangers during their 
passage down the river Hugli. In ])assing the Forts of Tauini 
and Baj Baj they were exposed to a heavy fire, and d of their 
ships were driven on shore. 

It was not until the 2C)th .Tune that the fugitives reached Fulta, 
a Dutch shipping port situated at the mouth of the. river. This 
town was selected as a i-allying jioint, as it was near at hand wlien 
dune 2Gth, relief sliould arri>o from Madras; and it was improbable 
17.56. that the Nawah would pursue tliem thus far over a difficult 
country. Furthermore, in the event of danger, they could at any 

* Captain Artiuir Broome, “Rise .and Progress of the Bengal Ann}*,” p. 69.. 
t Wheeler’s “ Earl)- Records of British India,” 
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time weigh anchor and drop further down the river ; or, if 17 
ncccssaiy, put out to sea. 

The 7nilitary portion of the ])arty at Fulta consisted of 4 
Oflicers and 100 Kcgulars, as well as about .10 IMilitianien, who 
had been merchants and tradesmen in Calcutta. The names of 
the Officers of tlic Regulars were Gaj)fains ^Minchin and Grants 
Lieutenants Smith and Wcddcrl)urn. 

Da}' by day this force was augmented by accessions from the 
outposts; Ensign Carstair.s and '2i'> men tiirivmg from Dalasore; 

j Ensign !Mnir and 20 men from .Ingdeali; and Lieutenant 
' Cudmoro and 24 men from Dacca. Then idtimately there 
were the brave stun-ivors from the “ Black Hole,” Ensign Walcot 
and ]Mr. !Moran with 1.3 men, so that in a few weeks the force 
numbered some 4.10 Europeans. 

TJie news of the capture of Kassimbazar, the settlement which 
was subdued by Siraju 'd daul.ah on June 4th, reached Madras oii 
July l.lth, when it was resolved at once to make arrangements 
for sctiding reinforcements to Calcutta, for it was thought not 
unlikely that the Nawab, flushed by his ])altry victory at Kassim- 
bazar, might possibly attempt the i-cduction of Calcutta itself. 

!Major Kilpatrick, of the East India Company’s seiwice, was 
selected for the command of the proposed expedition. He was 
an Officer of much and varied experience, having t.aken a 
prominent part in the capture of Ai-cot, 17.11, and subsequent 
campaigns. The force jilaccd under Kilpatrick’s command con- 
sisted of 230 men, “ chiefly Europeans.’’ The Court of Directors 
had sent instructions to Madras, some months previous, th.at 
reinforcements were to be sent to Bengal, and I^Iajor Kilpatrick 
had been nominated for this command, with a seat in the Council 
at C.alcutta; so that arrangements had already been made for an 
expedition to Bengal. 

The force sailed from Madr,asin the trooi^shqj “Delaware” on the 
.20tli of July, and reaehed Fulta on the 2nd of August, 1756. 

It is to be reoretted that the names of the Officers who 
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.1756. accompanied this expedition are nnknoivn ; but Mi’. Archibald. 
Keir, Surgeon of the “ Delaware,” ap 2 iears to liave served also 
in a military capacity, being afterwards apjiointed a Lieutenant, 
and ultimately obtaining his Com^iany in the Indian Service. 

Wlien Kiif)atrick reached Fulta he learned for the first time 
that Calcutta had been captured and partially destroyed. Though 
his force had been so considerably augmented by the refugees, he- 
did not feel himself strong enough to attemjit its recapture; 
and therefore determined to await instructions from Madras- 
before taking further action. 

It was on the 5th of August that the news of the loss of the- 
Port of Calcutta, the terrible story of the “ Black Hole ” tragedy,, 
and the flight of the defenders, reached Madras. The Council 
was hastily summoned, and, notwithstanding that 
August September. between England and France was considered 

imminent in Europe, and all available troops would probably be- 
required in Madras, it was determined to dispatch what was then 
considered an overwhelming force, to join Kilpatrick at Fulta, and' 
to recapture our lost possessions. 

Mr. Kobert Olive, who had been a “Writer” in the service of 
the East India Company, had subsequently so distinguished him- 
self, both as a soldier and a politician, that he was selected for the- 
command of the second expedition. Clive had just returned to- 
Madras from England, where King George II. had been pleased 
to reward him for his military sei'vices with a Commission as- 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; so that he was in every way suited for the - 
command to which the Madras Council apjiointed him. 

It was not until the 16th October, 1756, that the expedition- 
left the Koads of Madras. 

The Military force consisted of 250 men of H.M. 39th 
Eegiment, under Captain Grant, with whom were Captains - 
Eyre Coote and Weller; also Lieutenants Waggoner, Corneille, 
and Oarnac ; and Ensigns Yorke, Donnellan, and Broadbridge.. 
There were also five Companies (570 men) of the Madras- 
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Etirojican Ecgimciit ; Imt of these onlj* three reached their 175 (). 
destination; some of the transports being disalded during the 
voyage, and obliged to bear ofl‘ towards Vizianagram. The 
three Companies of the Madras European Regiment -were 
sevendly commanded b}- Captains F. Gau])[). Pye, and Fraser; 
and amongst the Ollicers attached were Lieutenants R, Campbell, 

T. Rumbold. and Adnet ; Ensigns E. L. Knox, L. j\Iaclcan, 
and 11. Oswald. In addition to the Infantry, there were 80 
European Artillerymen, under Lieutenant Jennings, iind also 
1.500 ^Madras Sepahis, under command of their own Officers — 
whose names arc unknown. 

The Naval force consisted of five of tlie King’s ships of war; 
the “Kent” (tbl), the “Cumberland” (70), the “Tiger” (60), the 
“Salisbmy” (50), the “Bridgwater” (20), under Admiral Watson; 
and thci-e were also live Company's ships employed as trans- 
ports. 

The expedition, after several mishaps, joined Kilpatriclc’s force 
at Fulta, in December, 175(5 — the last ship arriving on the 20th of 
that month. 

Colonel Clive’s arrival at Fulta was hailed by the troops and 
fugitives with unbounded joy. Tliey had been anxiously looking 
for relief for six weary months: succour had come at last. 
Clive, who was looked on as the very symbol of power,* in 
whose tact, skill, and courage, all had confidence, had arrived 
amongst them ; to restore them to their homes, to lead them to 
victoiy, and to retrieve the shaken honour of England. Clive’s 
first care, on assuming the command of the land forces, Avas to 
mould into shape the material at his disposal. 

Kilpatrick’s force, hastily raised in Madras for service in 
Bengal, had consisted of 230 Europeans ; avIio had suffered so 
severely from malarious fever that one-half had died, and of the 
other half not more than 20 or 30 were fit for duty. Then 
there Avas the remnant of the Bengal military force, AA'hich had 

* Clive Avas knoAvii under the name of “ Sfihat Khan,” or, Daring in War. 
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IToO. been stvengtbcned by st ConijMiny of Volunteers, formed from 
amongst the civilians and respcetablc iidaibitants wlio bad escaped 
fi'om Calcutta and the out-factorica. In addition, several sailors, 
belonging to sbij)S \vlu(!b bad arrived and were unable to dis- 
charge their cargoes, had olTcred themselves for service, and 
joined the military on shore. 

Under Clive's orders, all these detachments were collected 
together on the Kith of December, in a camp pitched to the 
eastward of the town of Fidta ; ajid a few days afterwards were 
formed, under Major Kilpatrick's sui)ervlsion, into one Kegiment, 
which Avas then called “ The Bengal Kuropcan Battalion," 

Although the nucleus of the Bengal European Battalion had 
existed, in some sluijic or another, for eighty years previous,* 
it was not until December, 17o0, that the different Companies .and 
;detachmcnts were enrolled as a Regiment, and placed under one 
Commander. 

It is to be regretted that, in the confusion resulting fi-om the 
loss of the British Capital, the disorganization of the Council, 
and the impossibility of sending regular dispatches to the Court 
of Directors, the ^lilitary records about this time are in a very 
unsatisfactory condition. Orders appear to have been issued 
withoAit proper records having been preserved ; and, indeed, 
some important measures, entailing changes in the ^Military and 
Civil systems, appear to have been carried out Avithout 2 )roper 
sanction having been obtained or even solicited. 

It appears quite clear fi'om Colonel Clive’s Diary, dispatched 
officially to the Court of Directors in February, 1757, that “The ” 
“Bengal Euro|3ean Regiment” Avas organized by him on or 
immediately jnlor to the 22nd December, 1756 ; for he notes 
that, on that date, the Grenadiers and the Artilleiy Companies 
from the “ Salisbury ” and “ BridgAvater,” in Avhicli A’essels they 
had arrived from Madras, “joined the Battalion, AA'hich was in” 
■“the camjA.” The “ Battalion ” referred to must have been the 
* “ Goverumeut Gazette.” No. 1010. October SOtli, 1868. 



FORJIATION OF THE BENGAL EUROPEAN BATTALION. 17 

“ Bengal European Battalion/’ which he had just formed ; for 1756 . 
there was no other Battalion in the camp or indeed with his 
Army. 

As Major Kilpatrick was the senior Company’s Officer, and 
as his detachment had been merged into the “ Bengal European 
Battalion,” it is highly probable (notwithstanding that he had 
been nominated to a seat in Council) that he was the first 
Commanding Officer of the Regiment; but certain it is that 
it was under his supervision that it was organized. 

The followinsc is a nominal roll of some of the Officers who first 
served with the Regiment, their names having been collected from 
various sources and authorities-. 


Rank. 

Namk. 

1 Remarks. 

1 

Captain 

Dugald Campbell ... 

Joined the force from Bui- 


Mills 

ramguri in the sloop “ Dragon.” 
Escaped from Calcutta and 


Dickson i 

made his -way to Fulta. 

Ditto ditto. 


John Meadows 

Ditto ditto. 

Lieutenant 

Cudmore ... 

Brought his European detach- 


Smith 

ment from Dacca. 

Escaped from Calcutta and 


AVedderburn 

made his way to Fulta. 

Ditto ditto. 


Le Beaurae 

Was sent with despatches from 

1 

Ensign 

AValcot 

Fulta to Madras asking assistance. 
He returned with Clive’s force. 
Survived the “ Black Hole” 

1 

Carstairs 

disaster and ultimately escaped 
to Fulta. 

Brought his European detach- 


Muir 

ment in from Baleshwar. 

Brought his European detach- 


Moran 

ment in from Jugdeah. 

A civilian who survived the 

Surgeon 

Douglas 

Sommers ... 

Carr 

Xathanial Wilson 

“Black Hole” disaster, and ob- 
tained an Ensign’s commission 
ill the Battalion. 

In medical charge. 


c 
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1766 . In addition to those recorded in the foregoing nominal roll, 
it is probable that the Officers with jSIajor Kilpatrick’s detach- 
ment from Madras also joined the Battalion; but their names 
are^ unfortunately, not known. 

Captains Minchin and Grant were under arrest for having 
deserted their posts during the defence of Calcutta. Minchin 
was dismissed the service; but Grant was pardoned; having 
.pleaded in his defence “ that he had urged Mr. Drake (the ” 
“ Govei'nor) to return the same evening that they fled from the ” 
“ Fort to succour those left behind, and that there was truth in ” 
“ this assertion may be inferred from the fact of his having been ” 

readmitted to the service.”*’ 

Colonel Clive had been entrusted with despatches fi’om the 
Madras Government for the Nawab Siraju ’d danlah. These, 
tosether with covering letters from himself and Admiral Watson, 
“ which were full of threats,”! were forwarded unsealed to the 
care of Manalichand, now Governor of Calcutta; but he declined 
to forward these dispatches; they being 'couched in terms which 
he feared would cause the Nawab’s resentment to rebound on 
himself. 

Manakchand had not lost sight of the importance of defend- 
ing the approaches to his capital. He first turned his attention to 
repairing the walls of Fort William, partially destroyed when it 
had been captured by the Nawab in the previous June. He 
had also repaired and strengthened the walls of the Fort of 
Tanna ; and commenced a new Fort as an outpost, which he 
called Alighm’. He also caused two large ships, laden with 
bricks and other heavy matei'ials, to be kept in readiness, so that 
they might be sunk in the channel of the river if the British 
ships should attempt it’s ascent. But it was to the Fort of Baj 
Baj, on the left bank of the river Hugh, between the Fort of 
Tannd and the Port of Fulta, that Manakchand had devoted 

Broome’s “ Rise and Rrogress of the Bengal Army.” 
f jBilFs “ History of India,” Book IV., Chapter iii. 
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his special attention. Outwoi-ks were constructed commanding 176C. 
the approaches, the defences strengthened, and it was garrisoiicd 
by some of his best troops. 

Obviously Baj Baj Avould be the first point of Clive's attack ; 
and, indeed, on its capture depended the primary success of his 
•expedition. 

In consultation with Admiral Watson and Captain Eyre Coote 
— who now commanded the detachment of the 39th Foot, — it was 
m'ranged that the royal troops should act as [Marines on board 
the ships of war: the Bengal European Battalion, the three 
Com])anies of the [Madras European Battalion, and the 
[Madras Sepahis, together with the European Artilleiy and 2 
field-pieces with ammunition, to form the Army for service on 
land. 

Soon after Clive’s arrival at Fulhi, he was prostrated by a 
severe illness: probably the same malarious fever which had nearly 
annihilated Kilpatrick’s detachment. On the 23rd December ho 
wrote an official letter to IMajor Kilpatrick, making over to him 
the charge of the preparations for an immediate advance on the 
Fort of B.aj B.aj. 

A Council of lYar was held on board the Admiral’s ship, when 
a general plan of action and order of march -were aiTanged. 

The land troops were ordered to disembark with the 2 field- 
pieces at a village called [Moyapore, from which point they were 
to march across country towai'ds the Calcutta road, to the north- 
east of tlie Fort, where the troops were to lie in ambush. The 
ships of w.ar wei’C, at the same time, to mo^’C up the river and 
.take up their positions close to the Fort, on which they were 
to open fire from their heavy guns. It was anticipated that 
the defendei's would soon evacuate, in which case the fugitives 
would attempt to escape by the Calcutta road, near which it was 
planned the British troops Avould be lying in Avait, to pounce upon 
them. This general plan of action was sanctioned by the Council 
•of War, at which Averc present Admiral Watson, Colonel Clive, 
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1756. Major Kilpatrick, and Captain Eyre Coote. Clive recorded his 
disapproval of much that was sanctioned ; but was out-voted. 
He -svas in favour of landing the guns and troops nearer tO' 
Baj Baj than Moyapore, as he feared a tedious and uncertain 
march over an unlcnown country would be attended with im- 
necessary fatigue and danger. He says in his dispatch dated 
January Sth, 1757: “ You must know our march from Moidapore ” 
“ to Budge Budge was much against my inclinations.*’ 

It was on the 27th of December, 1756, just seven days after 
the arrival of the last ship from Madras, that the force, as just 
detailed, sailed up the river Hugli from Fulta, and next day 
anchored at the village of Moyapore, 

The ti’oops selected for service on shore landed the same 
evening ; but, before giving an account of tlieir midnight march, 
we will follow Manakchand’s Ai-my. 

Anticipating an immediate attack on his Fort at Baj Baj, 
Manakchand assembled his troops, about 2000 men, and marched 
to its support, occupying on arrival the ground where our Army 
had intended to lie in ambush. 

Manakchand, Avho had dispatched his spies to Avatch and report 
on the mOA'cments of the British, had received information of 
theii* landing at Moyapore; and, hour by horn-, these spies, 
hovering round our adi'ancing troops, brought him information of 
our movements. 

Kilpatrick, in immediate command, — ^although Clive accom- 
panied the land force, — found his difficulties commence as soon as 
he had landed his tr-oops. He had hoped to procure cattle to 
December 28tb, drag his guns and ammunition, but the villagers, 
1756. warned by Manakchand’s spies, and fearing the 

resentment of the Narvab, had driven off their cattle into the 
jimgle. Then Kilpatrick found himself smTounded by swamps 
and water-courses, rvhilst there was no road, and the guides 
pressed into his service soon proved them inability or unArillingness 
to assist him. The ffi-st difficulty rr-as overcome by the soldiers 
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Yoluntccnnjj: (o (ho gun?, the second by trusting to the 1756. 

s.-igiicity of the lenders; and thn.s the British force commenced its 
innrch : and Adinind Wutsnn moved his sliips further up the 
river, tnhing tip his jtosition during the niglil, in close jtroximity 
to the Fort of Bnj Baj. 

The country between Moyaporc and Baj Baj was found 
Deccmlicr 2st1i-'_>'.ttli. to be a vast swamp, intcr.-cctcd by munerons ravines; 

and the hardships and fatigues of the march arc 
described as havinir been “ verv in'caf.” Tlte iftiidcs in whom 
reliance had boon jilaccd jmrposcly led the troops astmv : and it 
was not until after sixteen hours* hard marching that they halted 
on the Calcutta road, to the north-east of the Fort. 

From thcjiosition which the British troops occnjticd, the ships 
could be seen at anchor; but the Fort was hidden from their 
view by clusters of trees. Fear the road was a deserted village, 
on the western side of which there wtis a hollow, formed by a 
large jtond or lahe. now dry. Into this hollow the main force, 
including the Bengal European Battalioti, descended ; the two 
guns having been jilaced on the north side of the deserted 
village. A dctachmcjit of 200 Sepahis was now sent from 
this jtosition to reconnoitre in the direction of the Fort, 
and to o]H‘n communication with the ships. The reconnoitring 
party >vas *• followed by Captain Pyc at the head of the ” 

“ Grenadier coinjtauy :uul the rest of the Sepoys, Avith orders ” 

■“ tf) jtosscss himself of the suburbs of the town, and send ” 

•“ jiu immediate report Avbcn he had cficcted it ; but not ” 
■“attempt anythittg further. Captain Pyo, finding the pillah ” 

■“ abandoned, marcbed down the riverside and put himself under ” 

“ the orders of Captain Coote, who was landed Avith the king’s ” 

■“ troops. They had just struck aliagg on one of the advanced ” 

■“ batteries.”'^ 

It must not be forgotten that Clive AA’as at this time in total 
ignorance of the presence of ISfanakchand, Avho had ueOil 

** CHa'c’s Diary. 
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1700. ))i:o.vioii,Mly jnfonniKl of the Britl'h inovcincnt.", aiul Av.n« tunr 
waiting in ainhn.'^h to surprise our troops. 

Overcome hv fatigitc after their weurv inarch, the Uriti«h 
soidicr.s [>iic(l tlieirurms in tlie hed of the dry pond, and retired 
to .snatch a few hoiuV .«leop amongst the ruin.s of the tle.-crted 
village ; tlu; ordinary precaution of planting scntrie.« for the 
]notcction of the guns and arms heiug neglected. 

Clive has been Justly censured for this neglect : hnl Malcolm, 
as an apology for him, mgc-s that “ having landed in Bengal only ” 
“ seven days, and heing ill. he mn.st have depended upon other.- ” 
“ for intelligence, and he ju.^tly complain.s of the want of it. The " 
nature of the country i.s, however, .cuch as to offer to ahno-t ” 
any number the jiower of «'onccaling thcmselvc.s." But .«urely 
it need sc.nrcclv be oh.servcd that if the nature of the *rromul was 

• C' 

such as is here deserihed, the neglecting to takt? the ordinar}* pix- 
cautions to guard against a .surprise Avas all the more cnlpahlcl 
At any rate, no valid excuse <‘un he urged for the Olliccns in 
command, Avlio were guilty of neglecting one of the first principles 
of warfare when in presence of an enemy. 

It must, however, in justice he remarked, that idthough the 
story of the sentries not having been jilantcd is accepted by all 
historians as authentic, Clive,' in his own Diary, does not refer 
in any way to the subject, although he gives a vciy detailed 
account of the siege. 

Scarcely an hour had elapsed Avhen Manakchnnd, taking 
advantage of oiir neglect, dispatched his Infantry to seize the 
British guns and anus. The former were captured Avithont a 
December 29tb, bloAV from our sleeping gunners, and, indeed, might 
175G. liaA'C been turned against us. had their captors under- 

stood hoAv to bring them into action ; neglecting to spike the 
guns, and having no draft cattle, Manakchaud's soldiers did not 
attempt to remove them. 

A sharp matchlock fire Avas noAv opened from the jungle 
surrounding the holloAv, AA-luch AA'okc tij) the ti’oops, Avho, pell-melk 
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hurried to secure their arms. It was a critical moiuent, but Clive’s 1756. 
generalship never shone so brilliantly as when his position was all 
but lost. Notwithstanding that the enemy’s fii-e was severe and 
incessant, the British Infantry succeeded in gaining possession of 
their arms. . CIIa’c was now in their midst, and speedily formed 
them into platoons, despatching one from the centre and one from 
the left, to drive back the enemy. It was a moment of breathless 
anxiety ; had the enemy resolutely charged down the sloping , 
banks the result must have been disastrous ; but, fortunately, 
the}'- contented themselves with firing from the underwood behind 
which they were concealed. Our centre platoon lost 8, and the 
left 3 men before they reached the bank ; when, immediately 
rushing upon the enemy, they forced him to retreat towards the 
village. In the meantime, the ^'olunteer Company, which it will 
be remembered was attached to the Bengal European Regiment, 
joined by our Artillery, recaptured the two guns ; and the 
Artillery, rapidly loading with grape, opened fire on the retreating 
foe. 

The tide was now turning in favour of the British ; when the 
hostile Cavalry were observed advancing in great force, headed 
by Manakchand on his elephant. Clive, having succeeded in 
driving back their Infantry, pushed forward under cover of his 
two guns, and threatened to engage the Cavalry, who, timidly 
halting, awaited orders. Our Artillei-y were now rendering 
splendid service, doing good execution amongst both the enemy’s 
Cavalry and Infantry. Just at this time a bullet striking hlanak- 
chand’s tin-ban caused him suddenly to oi-der a retreat in the 
direction of Calcutta, leaving the British in possession of the 
field. “This skirmish,” says Clive in his Diary, “in all lasted” 

“ about half-an-hour, in which time Ensign Keir* with 9 private ” 

“ men were killed, and 8 wounded.” The enemy’s “ loss Avas com- ” 

* There must be an error in Clwe’s Diarj'. Ensign Keir Avas not killed 
on this occasion, for he Avas present with the Eegimenf on 28th February, 

1757. It is probable he was wounded only, or that the name has been mis- 
taken for Ensign Carr, who was killed. 
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1756. “ putecl at’ 200 of inferior note killed and -wounded, 4 Jemadars ” 
“ killed and 1 elephant, besides about 40 who perished in the ” 
“ confusion of passing a creek in the pi’ccipitance of their ” 
“ flight.” 

Whilst our troops wei'e engaged in repelling Manakchand’s 
Army, Admiral Watson, in the “ Kent,” had outsailed the other 
ships, and anchored in close proximity to the Fort, on which he 
poured shot and shell from his big guns. At noon he had 
succeeded in silencing the enemy’s cannonade and had effected a 
considerable breach. The whole British force now marched down 
December 29th, to the advanced battery near the river, which the 
1756. enemy had abandoned in the morning ; our troops 

drawing up in front of the Fort, under cover of a high 
bank. At sunset 250 sailors, with 2 9-pounders,” were landed 
from the “Kent,” these guns being mounted on the enemy’s 
advanced battery ; but this was not accomplished without loss, 
for, during the operation, some of the 39th Regiment were 
wounded. 

Our troops being now utterly exhausted a bivouac was 
oi’dered ; sentries being planted and every precaution taken 
to guard against surprise. 

At 7 the next morning orders were issued for the stonning of 
the gateway, under cover of the 2 9-pounders which had been 
December 30th, landed from the “ Kent ” on the previous evening. The 
1756. storming party consisted of the detachment of the 
39th Foot, the Grenadier Company of the Bengal European 
Battalion, 100 Seamen, and 200 Sepahis. 

At 8 o'clock, just before the troops moved forward to attack, 
a sailor named Strahan, who with a few of his comrades had 
been drinking freely in anticipation of hard work, conceived 
the idea of seeing what was going on inside the Fort. Clamber- 
ing through the breach Strahan found the walls deserted, and, 
shouting to his companions, pi'oclaimed with cheers that he had 
captured the Fort. TIis companions quicldy followed, but soon 
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■found tliemselves hotly engaged witli the enemy’s rear-guard, who 1766 
were smoking over the fire before joining their comrades, who, 
having received the news of the defeat and flight of Manakchand’s 
Army, liad 'evaeuated the Fort during the night, hlore of our 
sailors soon followed, and after a short skirmish it Avas proved 
that the drunken sailor, Strahan, was right Avhcn he proclaimed 
that he had taken the Fort. But this capture Avas not accom- 
plished AAUthout a sad loss : Captain Dugald Campbell of the 
Bengal European Begiment being unfortunately killed by accident 
ns he Avas posting sentries over a captured magazine.* 

In the Fort 22 pieces of cannon and 33 barrels of gun- 
poAvder Avere found. After disabling the guns, the batteries 
AA’ere demolished and the buildings inside the Fort destroyed. 

On the evening of December 30th, 1750, the troops re-embarked, 
the Sepahis taking the route along the banks of the river, and 
the Artilleiy folloAA'ing in boats. 

Manakchand and his troops Avcre much surprised at the 
reception they had met Avith at the hands of the British, for 
it Avas fresh in their memory hoAv they had captured the Fort 
at Calcutta in the previous June, and hoAV the British GoA’^ernor 
and h'lilitary Commander had deserted their posts. Their 
estimation of the courage and endurance of the British Avas at 
its loAA'est ebb ; and, in short, they despised their enemy, and had 
■quite , expected that he Avould a second time have fallen an easy 
prey. IIoav great, then, AAas their dismay to find themseh^es 
not only beaten off the field by a mere handful of these men 
AA'hom they despised, but their Fort of Baj Baj also easily captured, 
and the victorious Army, full of confidence, nearing the capital 
itself. 

■* The AvicloAV of this Officer, aa'Iio had escaped Avith her husband from. 
dBulramguri to Fulta, married Jfr. Warren Hastings (afterwards Governor- 
General of India), aa’Iio aa'SS serving at the battle of Baj Baj as a A^olunteer 
Avith the “ Bengal European Regiment.” !Mrs. Hastings died at Kassimbazar, 
near Alurshedabad, Avhere she Avas bimcd. — Gkif/'x Memories of TFarreH 
Hastings. FoZ. I., p. 49. 
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175(j. Mniiiilicliuml wiis tliorouglily cowed, and lii.s f(!ar.« were slmrcd 
Dcceinl)cr :URt, 1”^ whole Ai'iiiy, wliicli, halting a few hoar? 

at Calcutta, and leaving oOt) men only to guard 
Fort William, marched with all hante to join the Nawah at 
Mnrshedahad, and inform him of their diHaRter."'. 

At 10 a.m. on the GIhI the licet nighted the Tanna Fort where 
the “Kingfisher/' which had arrived on the previous day, was 
anchored. It was proved afterwards tlnit the enemy at Tanna 
were so surprised at the .>'»uldcn a[»pcanm(!C of the “ Kingfisher, ’ 
just as they Averc pre[)aring to sink their laden vessels in the 
channel of the river, that they dcsi.stcd. and the vessels were 
found lying snngly under the guns of the Tanna Fort. 

As our licet apju'oached random shots Avere fired hy the enemy, 
but at 2 p.ni, their guns Avcrc silenced and they abandoned both 
the Fort of Tanna and Aliglmr, AA'hich Avere immediately occupied 
by our sailors. 

Clive in his Diary says, “ "We found here ofi pieces of cannon," 
“ chiefly large, some shot, and a small quantity of poAvder." 

1757. On January 2nd at o a.m. the “ Bengal Euro])can Kegimcnt " 
and 3 Companies of the “Madnis European Eegimeut" landed 
near Alyghur Avherc they joined the Sepahis, aa’Iio had marched 
along the banks of the Hugh ; the united force proceeding A\’ith 
2 field-pieces tOAA’ards “ Tuniam’s Gardens," Avhcrc some strong 
batteries lijid been erected by the enemy to impede our approach 
to Calcutta. As soon as our troops reached the Gardens the 
enemy retreated, leaving his guns in our possession. 

At 10 a.m. our ships had an-iA-ed abreast of Fort William, the 
land troops being still cn route: but Admiral Watson of necessity 
commenced operations, for some of the ships Avere caught in the 
eddy Avhilst taking' up their rcspcctiA’e positions for action, and 
before they could right themsch-es the guns of the Fort opened 
fire pretty Avarmly. 

The ships soon came to anchor, and tliroA\-ing some shots at the 
ramparts, droA'e the enemy from their batteries, through the 
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Eastei’n Gate, before the arrival of our laiul troops. The boats 1757^ 
of the squadron then landed a detachment of the 39th Foot, who, 
joining some of the Infantry on shore, quickly occupied the Fort. 

A large number of guns were captured, as well as shot, shell, 
grenades, &c. 

Thus Fort William, after having been in the enemy’s possession 
for upwards of six months, was recaptured on January 2nd, 1757, 
and British power so far re-established in Bengal. 
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CaptiiK' of the Town and Tort of 11 m£;H — 'F in- Nawab marclic.-; on (’nlcutta — 
The Battle of Chitjiore — llis-eoniliture of the British, wlio retire on Fort 
"Williain — ^The Mawab offers terms of jieace, whieh are aecepte'd — War declared 
between Great. Britain and Fj-anc< — Clive ileterinineH to attack the French 
settlement of Chandernagore — Objee.tions raised by Adrnir.il Watson — ’Ihe 
Battle and Capture of Chand(‘rnai:on*. 

HE British residents found tltnt s:td linvoc had been 
created atnon*rst tlicir property, which had fallen 
into the hands of Sii-ajn M danlah when Calcutta 
had heen captured by him in diinc, How- 

ever pleasing the prosjiect of a return may have 
January 2ud, hcou to the fugitive.^, their joy was considcnibly 
1757. abated when they found their lunise.s burnt, properly 
destroyed, and that they had not the wltcrcwithal to re-establish 
themselves in comfort; nor was the Government in a position to 
materially assist them. But the British Anny had regained a 
firm footing in the country by the recapture of Calcutta, and 
it soon became apparent that ManakohaiuVs force bad in its 
flight created such a panic by its description of the courage and 
strengtli of the British that, to ensure complete success, an 
immediate advance was advisable. Reliable information having 
at tbis time been obtained that a portion of tlie treasure Avhich 
Siraju ’d danlah had captured at Calcutta had been conveyed to 
the Town and Fort of HngH, situated on the nver about 33 
miles above Calcutta, a small force, consisting of 150 Europeans 
and 200 Sepabis, was organized under !Major Ivilpatrick to 
reduce the Fort; a 20-gnn ship, with three smaller vessels, 
being told off to accompany the expedition. 
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Mnnakclv.nul’s ivtiviuiiijr Army had j»r(i(lnc(.'d tiuch an cIVccL 1757 
on the (tjutisoh ai lluirli that, they made hnt. ^liirht rcf-is^tanoc. 
the Town juul For! he'm;^ eajitured on the 10th of .lannarv; hnt 
tlie trea.-nre — I'lo.OdO — fell far t^hort of Ilrlti*;!) antie,i|iatlons. 

It Wii' ilurin!^ thi- oNpetlilion llial inlelli<icne(; reached Olive 
that War in I'hiropc had hecn decdaivd l)Ctwe(;n the French and 
ICitirli^h. 'riiif- new.- materially atVeeted the a-j)ce.t of aflaitv in 
Iicnir-d. hoih from u political ami a military point (d view; for 
hetween the town- of llnuli and Oalcntta there was the French 
.‘settlement of. Ohandernamne. irarn-oncd hy dOO French .coldicrs 
and a train of Furopean Artillery, as well as a considerable force 
of French Sepahi.-. .‘slmidd the French amalgamate with the 
NawahV- Army it wa- to la* iVarcd that the latter wotdd recover 
tlieir confulcnce. ami the united force- heconio fonnidnhle. 

Clive, urnha- tlie.-e cireumstanee.-. determined to treat with 
the Nawali, who. hi- antioi]tated. would now he willing to listen 
iiiarv lotli— t'.lst. to hi- ovcrltires; hnt in the metintimc the news 
had reached the Kawnh that onr troojts liud 
cajitnred and jdundered his Fort and M'own of lingli. .‘-inijn 'd 
danlah's fury luiew lui hounds. lie wandd listen to no overtures: 
he would punish t!ie-e impudent udventnn;rs. and utterly e.Ntcrmi- 
natc them. With tliis intention he usscmhled his whole Army, 
consistintr of FS, 000 Horse and l.'t.OOO Fool, and 10 trims, and 
ordered an immediate advance on Calcutta. Clive had lost no 
lime in strengthening his position. .Some of Ids Europeans Imd 
hoen ah.-ent with the exjiedition sent to reduce Hngli; hnt he 
had with him the greater portion of the licngal European Kogi- 
nienl and the detachment of the Madras European,-, as well as a 
considerable mnnher of Madras Sepahis ; all of wlioni he employed 
in the eonstrucllon of a fortilied cncainpincnt, Avith several 
entrenched ont)»nsts. M'ith only so small a force at his dispo.sal 
Clive deemed it advisable to concentrate Ids troops outside 
Cidcutta, instc;id i>f Imving to defend its extensive w'alls. 

The position of the entrenched camp, which was about a mile 
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3757. to the nortli-ciist of Calciittii and half-a-iiiilo from llie river, wi> 
Feljruavy 2 ik1, well cliOHcn. To the eastward of the city was tlic Snlt- 
3757. Water Lake, which in tho-yc days extended further 
inland than at pre.Hcnt; thi.s lake stretchinj^ towards the sea 
formed an impassable harrier to a hostile army, and rendered 
it difiicult for the Nawah to advance on Calcutta, (;.xce[)t in sight 
of Clivers cntrcnchmcnt.s. 

On the 3rd of February, 1757, Admiral Watson was dining 
with Colonel Clive in hia newly-formed camp when, during 
dinner, they were startled I)y seeing the, advanced guard of 
the Nawab's Army marching at about half-a-milc's distance in 
the direction of Calcutta. Wat.son hastened to his shij) to prepare 
for action, and Clive ordered out a strong detachment with 
2 field-pieces, at once opening lire on the enemy, who, nothing 
daunted, replied from 10 heavy guns, .some of them 32-poundcrs. 
Darkness setting in, Clive ordered his troops to retire to the 
entrenchments, a few men having been killed and wounded. 

The Bi’itish force had lately been somewhat strengthened by 
the arrival of the Company’s transport ‘‘ Marlborough,” which 
had left Madras with Clive's army; but, being “a heavy sailer,” 
had fallen behind the other ships u'hich had arrived at Fulta in 
December. 

In addition to troops the “ Marlborough ” brought some field 
Artillery, ammunition, and .stores, which were much needed. 

The Nawab, who commanded his army in person, took up an 
extended position on the plain to the south-east of the city, 
having crossed the River Hugli on the 30th January, about 10 
miles above the Hugli Fort. 

Fi’om the French at Ohandernagore, and from the Dutch at 
Chinsurah, he had demanded military assistance; biit troops being 
refused, a war-tax was levied of £45,000 on the Dutch .and £40,000 

t 

on the French; the Dutch, under threats, paying the amount 
. demanded ; the French compromising for £35,000 in cash and 250 
chests of gunpowder. 
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Clive determined to attack the Nawab’s Army early on the 1757 , 
ebnmry :tr<l — Jth, morning of 4th February, having at his disposal 
' upwards of G.aO European Infantry, 100 European 

Artillery Avith 14 field-pieces, and about (500 ^ladras Sepahis; 
besides Watson's sailors, available in case of need. 

In Clive’s letter to the Directors of the. East India Company, 
dated 22ud February, 17.57, he explains his reasons for making 
an immediate attack. These are given in his own Avords. 

“ Para. -1. I determined to attack him before daybreak, aa’IuIc ” 

“ tAvo-thirds of his Army Averc still encamped AA'ithoutthc !Moratta ” 

‘‘ ditch, for Avhen they had once passed and got into the streets ” 

“ of the toAvn it Avould be too late to attempt it. Another ” 

■“ pressing reason for the immediate execution of the enterprize, 
notAA'ithslanding the smallness of my force. Avas the sudden ” 

“ distress Ave found ourselves in upon the apjiroach of the ” 

■“ NaAvab’s Army, by the general desertion of the Avorkmen, coolies,” 

•“ and serA-ants, the breaking up of our market, and no provisions ” 

“ to be had but Avhat avc supjdicd from the Fort by Avater, in ” 

•“ AA'hich condition avc could not haA’C continued lonjx, but must ” 

’* have retreated into the Fort A\'ith disgrace.'’ 

CHa'c’s gencnal plan of action AA’as as folloAvs : starting from 
his entrenchments before daybreak, he intended to make a bold 
■dash, under cover of darkness, upon the enemy’s Artillery, 
AA’hich A\-as nearly all massed in one large jtark toA\-ards the rear 
of their Army. Having spiked all the guns, he intended to 
push on rapidly to Amichand’s house, situated inside the outer 
•«lefences of the city at the eastern comer, D. It AA’as in Amichand’s 
house that Siraju ’d daulah had t.aken tip his quarters : if, then, 

Clive could manage to seize the NaAA'ab and cany him off prisoner 
to the Fort, he could dictate his OAvn terms and end the Avar. 

Admind Watson, who aa'us in constant communication Avith 
Clive, sent GOO sailors amied AA'ith firelocks to the British camp 
•on the evening of the 3rd, and they arrh-ed at 2 a.m. on the 
morning of the 4th. The troojAS Avere then drawn ready to ' 
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1757. start, the European Infantry 'being all massed into one Column,, 
with half of the Sepahis in front and half in the rear. The- 
Artillery, with 6 field-pieces, followed, the guns being dragged 
by the sailors and the ammunition carried by Lascars. 

The Nawab’s Army was encamped without method or order. 
Mir J’afar Khan — who was to figure so prominently in the 
future — was one of the Nawab’s principal Generals, and he- 
had, with a small Division of Cavalry, crossed the Mahratta 
Ditch close to Amichand’s garden, D, and was, therefore, encamped 
within the outer defences of the city. Near at hand, and 
February 4th, "within the garden enclosure, was a compact corps of 
1757. Moghul Horse, lately engaged as a special body-guard 
for the protection of the Nawab. The remainder of the Army, 
with their camp followers and cattle, were spread over the plain 
between the outer defences of the city and the marshes which 
skirted the Salt-Water Lake. The enemy’s park of guns lay 
to the south of the main road, which runs due east to Dum 
Dum. 

At 3 a.m. the British Column moved from their ground, taking 
the direction of the enemy’s park of guns, but unexpectedly 
they soon came upon' the outposts of the Nawab’s Army, who, 
after having fired a volley and discharged some rockets, hastily 
decamped. 

But here a mishap occurred, which, owing to the darkness, threw 
oar Column into confusion. A I'ocket ignited the cartoucli-box 
of one of the Sepahis, which, exjrloding, communicated the fire 
to several others. This threrv the Native Division into complete 
disorder, with the advantage, however, of separating the men, 
who — the fire extinguished — ^rvere rallied by the Grenadier 
Company, and the march was resumed. But the enemy had 
heard the firing at their outpost and were on the alert ; so that 
the capture of the park of guns by a coup-de-main was im- 
practicable ; moreover, the getting the Sepahis together after 
the accident had occu])ied so much time that the day began to 
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break and a thick impenetrable fog now rose from the marshes. 1757 
The liritish Colmnn was by this time near Amichand’s garden, 

D, which was a few yards only to our right. Suddenly the 
Naw.nVs body-guard was heard charging down on the British right 
flank, but by this time the fog prevented the possibility of seeing 
oven a yardV distance. Clive halted, faced his men towards 
the advancing Cavalry, waited until he judged in the obscurity 
that thev should he within a few vards, when he fired a vollev, 
creating havoc amongst them, emptying many of their saddles 
and scndinir them to the right-about. 

The fog now grew thicker and thicker: the English Column 
t'obni.nry -Itli, feeling its way, keeping up platoon firing right and left, 

17.5i. liglit guns in the rear sustaining an oblique 

fire from each side of our advancing troops. 

Clive felt that hi.s positiem was one of great peril, but the thick 
fog told adversely on the enemy as well as on the British ; 
for altliough the latter could not sec in what direction they 
were moving, the former could not succeed in collecting their 
troops to op])ose our onward march. Clive had missed tlie park 
of the enemy’s Artillery, and passed Amichand’s garden without 
securing hi.s j)rizc; lie was therefore obliged to change his plan of 
action, lie now determined to march straight through the enemy’s 
camp, knowing that hy so doing his daring would overawe his 
foes; and further, lie anticipated that by pushing forward he must 
reach the causeway dividing the Company’s from the Native terri- 
tory, and would then be able to ascertain his exact position. 

With this view our Column moved on, followed by the field-guns, 
which kept up an oblique fire. 

The causeway was reached at about 3 a.m., the fog still con- 
tinuing as thick as ever ; and here it was found that the enemy, 

• i'etnuiivy 4tl), taking advantage of the natural defence offei’cd by the 
1757. raised ground — on each side of which was a ditch — had 
thrown u]) a battery with two heavy guns, thus barricading the 
passage. 

D 
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1767. Olive hftd intentled wlien he reached tlio causev'ay to hnvc 
cotmtermarclied along the road I'unning parallel -with the Mahratta 
Diteh, which Avould have brought him right up to Amichand’s 
garden, where he still hoped,- under eover of the thick fog, to 
secure the Nawab ; but on the head of our Column taking ground 
to the right it was brought within the range of our own field- 
pieces, stiU fii’ing obliquely from the rear. 

The Sepahis in advance first came within the range of our guns, 
which, causing dismay and confusion, forced them to liastily seek 
cover in the ditches beside the causeway ; and for a time our 
whole Column was thrown into complete disorder. The enemy 
at this time opened fii’c from their two guns which enfiladed 
the passage across the causeway, creating temble havoc and 
killing several of our Euroj)eans and Sejiahis. Clive now 
attempted to extend his troops, but anything like a regidar 
movement in the fog and confusion was found to be impos- 
sible. Our Commander’s plan of action was again altered, liis 
hope now resting in his being able to gain the main road leading 
direct to the Fort; but to accomplish this many difficulties liad 
to be overcome, for, the fog now lifting, the smallness of our 
February 4th, force became apparent, and our movements were im- 
1757. peded by squadrons of Cavalry, who, taking advantage 
of our palpable discomfiture, threatened our advance. 

Clive, having now re-formed his Column, advanced ra 2 )idly 
across the causeway, passed the enemy’s enfilading battery, and 
pushed on through the rice-fields in the direction of the main 
road to the Fort. 

Our movements were still hampered by the enemy’s numerous 
Cavalry; but as our Infantry platoons regained their self-pos- 
session, a way was cleared for our guns over the difficult ground. 
As the fog cleared it was seen that the enemy had placed two 
additional guns in position to oppose our advance. 

A determined charge was now made by the enemy’s Cavalry 
on our rear, our difficulties being enhanced by our own field-pieces 
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Slaving been disabled; one of these being gallantly recaptured , 1757 , 
by Ensign Yorke with a few Europeans, who rescued one of the 
•disabled guns ; and a charge of our troops to the front cleared a 
passage, so that the main road was at last gained. By following 
the road through Calcutta the^Fort was reached about noon, ivhen 
it was found that our loss amounted to 27 European Infantry, 

12 Sailors, and 18 Sepahis killed; 70 European Infantry, 12 
Sailors, and 35 Sepahis wounded. Captains Pye and Bridges 
■of the Madras Service, and Mr. Belcher, private secretary to 
'Colonel Clive, were killed. The same evening the troops re- 
turned to their fortified camp, boldly marching within a quarter 
■of a mile of the enemy’s position. 

Thus ended the battle of Chitpoi-e, which from a military point 
of view must be classed as a failure and a defeat, the more gloomy 
when we take into account that Ave had no means of supplying 
the places of our dead and Avounded Europeans, Avhereas on the 
enemy an equal or much greater loss Avould have little or no 
■effect. Dissatisfaction now shoAved itself amongst our troops, 

AAdio blamed their Commander for having sacilficed their comrades 
in a badly-concerted, rash attack. Had Olive, they argued, taken 
the road Avhich runs parallel Avith the riA^er and thus gained the . 
Mahratta Ditch at Perrin’s Point, he could have marched Avithout 
obstruction under coA'^er of the outer fortifications of the tOAvn, 
and so found himself at Amichand’s garden. But they were not 
aAvare that Clive’s plan of action included the seizing of the 
enemy’s Artillery — impossible had he taken the route by the river. 

Clive Avas on his mettle, and he noA'^er shoAved to such advantage 
as Avhen he Avas surrounded by difficulties to most men insur- 
mountable. He Avould not admit his defeat. What though he 
had been forced into a someAAdiat undignified retreat, Avhy should 
Tehruary 4tli, he not turn his military mismanagement into a political 
1767. success? He grasped the idea, and acted on it. Fortune 
was already smiling upon him, and he now learnt for the first 
time that the enemy AA'ere far more disheartened than the British. 
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1775. Our guns, (luring our progress through their camp, had 
created terrible havoc amongst the enemy, their loss far exceeding 
anything Clive had imagined. They Avere dismayed and cowed ; 
22 “ Officers of distinction,” 600 soldiers, and 500 horses having 
been killed, besides several elephants, camels, and a A^ast number 
of draught cattle. The NaAvab also aa’us teri'ified, having never 
before been so near the rage and tumult of battle, to Avhich his 
temperament Avas averse. Whilst upbraiding his Officers for their 
coAvardice, he Avas himself only anxious to find an excuse for 
retiring from the presence of an enemy Avhom he had noAv learned 
to dread. 

The next morning Siraju ’d daulah made proposals of peace, 
to Avhich Clive replied that “ he had marched through his ” 
“ camp Avith no other intention than to convince him of A\'hat ” 
“ the English troops Avere capable, A\'ho, he said, had cautiously ” 
“ hurt none excepting such as had opposed them, but that he Avas ” 
“ Avilling to rencAV the negotiations for peace.”* 

The NaAvab, to prove his sentiments of friendliness and sincere 

February 6tb 9th, desire for peace, struck his camp and moved about 

1757. 3 niiles to the noi'th-east, passing on his march the 

British entrenched camp Avithout shoAAung any hostile signs. 

On the 9th of February the terms of a treaty Avere agreed to 
and ratified, under the oaths of the Nawab Siraju ’d daulah, 
Mir J’afar Khan, and Koi Dulab, the NuAvab agreeing to restore 
February 9th, the Company’s factories, giving permission to the English 
1757. to fortify Calcutta as they might choose, to coin gold and 
sih'er at their OA\m mint, and hold their merchandize exempt 
from duty ; the 38 villages granted to the British by the Embassy 
in 1717 to be restored; and in general all previous privileges. 
Imperial and Vice-regal, to be confirmed,t 

ISTor Avas this treaty the climsix of Clive’s success ; for, on the 
llth of February, Avhen the Narvab commenced his return inarch 

* Orme, Book VII., p. 135. 
f Orme, Book YIL, p. 186. 
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to his Caj>i(nl, lie sent Amlchantl to Colonel Clive with a further 175 
treaty of allianoe. ohbnsive and defensive, against uU enemies. 

Clive vas naturallv eluted, for never in his most saiifruine hours 
rct'nmry ifltli— i.'.th. had he anticipated sttch success; and this proposed 

J treaty for an alliance, otrensivc and defensive, 
relieved lum from a difliculty which had lately threatened to 
overwhelm him. 

Xew.c. ns ])rcviou 8 ly stated, had been received from England 
that "War had heen declared between Great liritain and France ; 
rcliriinrj- l.Mli— iStli, thus Clnindcrnagorc with its garrison was at Clive’s 

^ mercy, and, by his alliance with the Nawah, his 
anxiety lest the French and Siinju ’d daulah should foregather 
was disjiellcd. 

This second treaty was signed as quickly as jiossible and 
returned to the Fawab, with an intimation from Clive that he 
<lesircd to attack the French at Chandcrnagorc. and asking the 
Xawab’s .sanction. Siniju M daulah hesitated; but trembling lest 
he should be ajialn forced into hostilities with the British jravc an 
evasive consent, at the same time asking that 20 English Gunners 
might be jiermittcd to serve in his Artillery, and further that an 
English Besident might be apjiointcd to his Court. 

Both these requests were rcadil)"^ acceded to, the gunners being 
■sent and Mr. ^^''atts appointed Kesident at ^lurshedabad. The 
Fawab now continued his march to his Capital, and Clive deter- 
anined to lose no lime in prosecuting his plans for the reduction 
■of Chandcrnagorc. 

Since the formation of the Bengal European Battalion in 
December, 17.oG, great changes had taken place in the materiel 
of the Regiment. Clive, on the recapture of Gidcutta, had 
rcin.'^tjited and formed into levies some of the old Bengal Sepahis, 
who had fled from the Settlement when it was captured by 
Sirajii ’d daulah in June, 1756, and these new levies were now 
officered from the Bengal European Battalion. Again, some of 
ihc original Officcr.s of the Battalion had disappeared, the records 
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i) 7 . iiol showing what laid become of tliom. Captain Dugalil 
Campbell and Ensign Carr were killed in the action of Baj Baj, 
and Ensign Walcot bad died from the efl'cets of bis snO'erings 
in llie “ Black Hole.’’ 

Captains !Mills, Bickson, Meadows, and Grant; Lieutenants 
Cudmorc, Smith, and 'Wedderburn ; Ensigns Cai-sUiirs, Douglas. 
Somers, and i^foran bad become non-cflcctivc. idtbouKb some 
of these rejoined the Begiment afterwards. Lieutenant .lobn 
Fraser bad been promoted to a Comjiany in the Battalion in suc- 
cession to Captain Campljell, deceased, and on the same day :i 
Commission as Lieutenant was granted to Ensign Carstair.«. who 
was appointed to do duty with the Sepabi troojjs. Lieutenant 
Cudmorc was promoted to Captain-Lieutenant, and Lieutenant.^ 
Dyer and Keir, and Ensigns Prichard, Rider, and Dclabare, and. 
Adjutant Gibbons joined the Battalion. 

From a return signed by Commissary P. R. Peakes and laid 
before the Council on 28^th February, 17r>7, it aj)pears that the 
Battalion mustered ou that date only 250 cflcctivc OHiccrs and 
men, including 38 Artillery attached. The Volunteer Company 
was reduced to 13 men, many who bad served as Volunteers 
having returned to their scvcml cnlling.s when Calcutta was 
reca])tured. The barracks which had been in ort William were 
destroyed during the occupation of Siraju ’d daulah’s troops, the 
materials having been employed to constnict a Mabomedan 
Mosque, which was, under the Nawab's orders, erected in the 
centre of the Fort. The Eurojican troops, therefore, were 
quartered “in the ‘Play-House,’ and dwelling-house of General “ 
“ Alsop, and the upper part of the horse stables,” which had,, 
under the orders of the Council, been put into repair and adapted 
for the purpose. 

The following is a nominal roll of the Officers present with the 
Regiment on 28th February, 1757 : — *' 

* Broome says that Captain Christian Fischer, a Danisli Officer, joined .tiie 
Bengal Battalion on 7th Fehruary, 1767, hut though his name does not 
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Captain Giniuger Muir, 

„ Lebeaumc, 

„ John Fraser, 
Captain-Lieutenant Carstairs, 
Lieutenant Dyer, 


Lieutenant Keii’, 

Ensign Prichard, 

„ Eider, 

„ Delabare, 

Adjutant William Gibbons. 


Following Siraju ’d daulali’s half-hearted permission for the 
British to attack the French, Clive now determined on sending 
iTebruary loth— 28tli, an expedition against Chandernagore without 
further delay, and for this purpose crossed the 
Hugh until his whole available force on the 18th of February; but 
an unlooked-for difficulty arose. 

The French, taking alai-m at the British preparations, besought 
the Nawab “for his own safety” to render them his protection; 
pointing out that should he permit the English to destroy the 
French interests in Bengal, he would lose the alliance of the 
latter and the English would then have him completely at their 
mercy. These representations had the desired effect. The 
Nawab had not previouslj' seen matters in this light; so now 
warming up to the occasion, he Avi-ote to Clive positively for- 
bidding liim to attack the French, evincing his earnestness and 
faith by sending to M. Renault, the French Governor at Chan- 
dernagore, a large sum of money to aid him in his preparations 
for defence, as ivell as a force of 1500 men,' under command 
of Rajah Dulab Ram, to strengthen his garrison. 

Under these circumstances the Council at Calcutta, deeming it 
injudicious to act in direct disobedience of the NaAA’^ab’s commands, 
Avaived the idea of sending an expedition against the French ; and 
Clive Avas prepared to sign a treaty of neutrality. But at this 
stage another unforeseen] difficulty presented itself. Admiral 
Watson positively refused to sign any treaty AAuth the French, on 
the ground — to use his own words — “ that no treaty can be ” 

O 


1757 


appear in tiie roll laid before the Council on 28tli February, he Avas present 
A\dth the Battalion at the Battle of Plassey, June, 1757. 
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1767. “ binding with Chandernagore until it is ratified by Pondicherry. ” 
“ Calcutta is an independent, Chandernagore is a dependent ” 
“ settlement. If we sign a treaty, then, with Chandernagore we ” 
“ bind our own hands ; we do not bind those of our rival.” To 
this argument Colonel Malleson, in his “ Life of Clive,” justly 
replies, “considering that the rival was the suppliant to have his ” 
“ hands bound, the objection, though doubtless sound in law, was ” 
“ more plausible than solid.” The Admiral remained obdurate ; 
and the treaty was held in abeyance. 

During this delay intelligence had reached the Nawab that 
Delhie had been captured by Ahmud Shah Durani. This news 
filled the young Nawab with abject fear ; for it was not improbable 
that the conqueror, flushed with his success, might attempt to 
obtain possession of the Bengal provinces. Siraju ’d daulah, 
therefore, wrote to Clive, urging him to march to his assistance ; 
but in this communication no reference whatever was made to the 
French question. 

Simultaneously with the receipt of the Nawab^s letter the 
Council in Calcutta learned that reinforcements which had left 
Bombay in the preceding October, had arrived at the mouth of 
the river Hugh, consisting of 2 strong Companies of the Bombay 
ebruary 15tli— 28th, European Regiment, under Captains Buchanan 

^767. and Armstrong, with Captain-Lieutenant Egerton ; 

Lieutenants Palmer, Moltimore and alsh ; and Ensign Robertson : 
and a detachment of Artilleiy. The “ Cumberland,” 74, with a 
, detachment of the 39th Foot, was also close at hand. 

The English Army, with these additions, was considered 
sufficiently strong to attack the French at Chandernagore, even 
though the Nawab should assist them with his troops. Our ships 
of Avar formed a very important part of the armament Avhicli 
Clive proposed to bring against the French; but the Admiral 
Avould not be influenced by Clive’s arguments. He still deter- 
mined that he Avould not move against the French Avithout the 
express consent of the Nawab. Watson therefore Avrote a 
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tluvAtoniu<r liKtcr to the Kawiih, aceusinjr lum of not. having 175 
fnithuilh- fnllillml the tonns of tlie treaty, and telling him that 
ii the condition.*; remained tinfiilfdlcd for ten days longer he 
“ uould kindle Mich a Jlanic in the country us all the waters of 
“ the Ganges .should not he able to extiuguish." 

The Xawnb. much alanued at the tojie of Adiuind Wat-sou’s 
letter, and hojung to allay his wnith, replied that he //m/ faithfully 
observed that part of the treaty which provided for au ofl’ensive 
and desensive alliance, and further denied that he had in any way 
assisted the French; adding “if vour enomv with an upright” 

“ heart claims your jirotcc.tion you will give him life ; but then " 

** you must be well satisfied of the iunocence of hi.s intention; ” 

*' if not, whatever you think right, that do.” 

Tliis letter the Admind considered a sufiieicnt authority to 
ebni.iry v.'itli— t's'ii,, warr.int hi.s joining (’live in the expedition 
aptinsi Chanderiiagore : but the Nawab, on re- 
ficction, fearing that he had .«aid too mueli in his letter, wTOte 
to Watson next day, jiositively forbidding tin attack on the 
French settlement. The Admind, however, determined to act 
on the first letter, which he considered had given him the dc.sircd 
permission; so he now treated all further communications with 
contemjit, and issued order.s for his shijis to prejiarc for action. 

The French settlement of C'handcrnagorc is situated on the 
banks of the river Iltigli about thirty miles above Calcutta: the 
territory covering only ti space of about two miles in length along 
the river bank and a milc-and-a-half inland ; the Dutch settle- 
ment of Chinsunih .adjoining to the north. 

The French Fort of Chandcrnagorc, called Fort d'Orleans, was 
a s(iuare building situated about thirty yards from the river, Avith 
bastions at the corners, each mounting 10 32-ia)und .guns. On 
the ca.stcrn side was a rjivelin, abutting on the river and covering 
the apjjroach to the water-gate; and on this ravelin 8 32- 
pounders were mounted. There were also hcaA’y guns on the 
IciTaccs surrounding the church Avhich stood in the centre of 
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175^* the Fort ; many guns being also mounted on tbe walls bebindl 
tbe battlements. 

Tbe French garrison consisted of 146* European Infantry, 300' 
Sepabis, and about 300 blilitia formed from amongst the Euro- 
pean inhabitants of tbe town ; and there were, in addition, a 
number of French sailors, draum from tbe ships lying under- 
March 1st— 14th, the guns of the Fort. The English force consisted 
1757. of the Bengal European Regiment, the detachment 

of the Bombay and Madras European Regiments : these, after- 
leaving sufficient men to garrison Calcutta and the outposts,, 
amounting in all to about 700 European Infantry. Besides, Clive 
had 150 European Artillery and 1500 Sepahis; but the most 
important part of the expedition Avas the ships of war. There 
Avere the “Kent” (64), the “Tiger” (60), and “Cumberland” 
(70), the detachments of the 39th Regiment still acting as 
Marines bn board ship. 

On the 7th March Clive commenced his advance, and on the 
14th sighted Chandemagore. 

The British approach aa’us made from the AvestAvard, along the 
high road leading toAvards the noi’th face of the Fort. Here the- 
French had thrown up a batteiy held by strong detachments' 
ordered to dispute our advance. Clive drove back the enemy’s 
skirmishers, pushed on toAA'ards the French position, and gained 
possession of several houses offering admirable cover, and from 
March 14th— 23rd, Avhich a continiAous fire was kept up, compelling the- 
1757. French to spike those of their guns Avhich they Avere- 

unable to remove, and take refuge Avithin their Fort. Four of 
their outposts to the south of the Fort Avere also AvithdraAvni 
during the night, the guns being previously removed ; and next 
day our troops occupied the toAvn. The 16th and 17th Avere em- 
ployed in landing our siege-train guns, Avhich Avere got intO' 

* Various authorities place the French garfisou at a much higher figAire, 
hut hlalleson, AA’ho has examined the old records at Chandemagore, ascer- 
tained they only had 14G French Infantry in the garrison. 
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position unclei- a heavy cannonade from the Fort; notwith- 1757 ; 
standing- which, a battery on the banks of the river was occupied 
by our troops and 3 32-pounder8 placed in position. These latter 
guns Avere silenced on the foUoAving morning, and on the 21st the 
enemy’s fire beat doAvn a house near one of our batteries, in the 
ruins of which several of our men were temporarily imprisoned,, 
but none mortally hurt. On the 22nd our battery was repaired 
and so strengthened that our 3 32-ponnders Avere again brought 
to bear on the Fort. 

In the meantime the ships of Avar Avere moving into their 
position, the “Tiger” (60) leading the adA'ance, and as she- 
passed the Fort SAveeping the ravelin Avith a broadside, and, 
taking up her position opposite the north-eastern bastion,. 

I^Iarcli 23r(l, pouring a heaA-y fire from her guns ; and at the same 
time her sailors, mounting to the tops, discharged a 
constant musketry fire iiAto the body of the Fort. Next 
came the “Kent” (64), carrying Admiral Watson’s flag, and 
apjAointed to the centre position ; but just as she Avas about 
to di-op anchor a deadly fire Avas brought to bear upon 
her deck, killing several of her sailors and disabling her Com- 
mander, aaIao, stunned by his AA-ound, cordd not give his directions 
. AA'ith sufficient rapidity. The “Kent” in lier confusion slipped 
her cable and Avas carried by the tide about fifty yards doAvn 
the river to the position Avhich should have been occupied 
by the “ Cumberland,” and became exposed to a Avithering fire- 
both from the south-east and south-Avest bastions of the Fort. 

The cannonade aaus now terrific — some 80 guns pouring forth- 
their fire simultaneously; the broadsides of the “Kent” and 
“Tio-er” beino- assisted bA- our batteries on shore, Avhich ably 
assailed the two bastions of the Fort with their cross fire. But 
the French guns Avere not to be easily silenced ; and indeed it soon 
appeared that although the “Tiger,” Avhich Avas pitted against 
the north-eastern bastion, held her oaati, she Avas getting badly 
mauled. ' The Admiral, nothing daunted, now brought the guns 
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1767. of liis lower us well as those of his upper deck to bear against 
tlie bastions, and for a few moments succeeded in silencing 
several of their guns, but the Frencli Commander, rallying his 
men, concenti-ated the whole of his fire upon one particular part 
of the deck of the “Kent;” and at once the ship was on fire. 
Tlie confiagration spread i-aj)idl 3 ^, and with it a panic ensued, 
during Avhich some 80 men left their quartei-s and attempted 
to escape. It was an anxious moment, but Admiral Watson 
stood firm, surrounded b}' the flames, whilst his Officers strove 
luanfullj’ to get the fii'c under. They were soon joined by 
.some of the sailors who, recovering their self-jmssession, and 
finding that courage and exertion might still save their ship, 
rejoined their Officers and set to work with a will which soon 
mastered the fire. The cannonade from the ships was now 
resumed in all its fur}^, the enemy on his side giving signs of 
exhaustion. One after another his guns had been dismounted, 
and his fire had perecptibly slackened ; but for two hours more 
the battle raged, every minute giving greater promise of vietory 
for the British. At 9 o’clock a white flag was seen floating on 
the walls of the Fort, and the combat suddenly ceased. Admiral 
Watson was now requested to receive a deputation of the French 
onboard his ship; but, fearful lest they should see the damage 
which had been done and the plight to which he was I’cduced, 
he deputed Captain Ejwc Cootc of the 89th to go ashore and 
receive the French proposals. But whilst the terms of surrender 
were being discussed several of the French Officers and soldiers 
esc;q)ed from the Fort and took the road towards Kassimbazar 
to join ^I. Law of Lawrieston, who, with a small body of French 
Artillcrj' and Infantry, held the French factory at that place. 
After proceeding a few miles the fugitives reached Raja Dtilab 
Ram’s force, sent by the Nawab to assist the French; and 
under Dulab Ram’s protection they succeeded in reaching their 
destination. 

At 3 p.ra. the Engli.di took formal possession of the 
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]March23rd, French Fortj.und the British Ensign displaced the 1757 
1757. Flenr-dc-lis of Franco on tlie flag-staff battery. 

Colonel Clive, in his letter to the Court of Directors, dated 
“ 30th March, 1757, saj's, “ You will observe that the suiTender ” 

“ was made to Admiral Watson, but common rejiorfc will be just in ” 

“ publishing how great a share the land forces had in this conquest. ” 

“ There were about 500 Europeans in the Fort, 250 Seapoys, and ” 

“ 400 Topasses, Mustees, &c., bearing arms. ' Of the Europeans ” 

“ about 125 have given their parole of honour, 300 sick and 
“ well are prisoners, and the rest were either killed in the siege or ” 

“ made their escape.” Besides these, Broome states that “ there ” 

“ were nearly 50 ladies,” and Ives mentions specially the case of 
M. Nicholas, who lost his all, as he had neglected to remove his 
goods from the town to the F ort ; a subscription was raised 
amongst his captors for his relief and he was presented with 
£1200, on receipt of which he cried out with joy, “ Good God ! ” 

“ they arc friends indeed !” 

The British loss was very severe — on board the " Kent ” 

3 Officers and 37 men killed, G Officers and 74 men wounded; on 
March 23rd, 24th, board the “Tiger” 1 Officer and 14 men killed. 

1757. jjjid 5 Officers and 40 men wounded. The “ Kent,” 

soon afterwards condemned, had 6 shots in her masts and 
142 in her hull ; but the “ Cumberland,” not having taken up 
her position on account of the “ Kent ” having slipped her anchor, 
took no part in the battle. 

The loss of the laud troops was trifling, not exceeding 30 or 40 
In killed and wounded. 

The English took £130,000 at Chandernagore. 

The news of the French having lost their 
reaching the Nawab the next day, he flew into a fit ct 

On peace being established in 1763 Chandernagore rr3^ 
trench; but when hostilities broke out in 1794 it j,.,. 

English ; restored by treaty in 1802. retaken the same French. 

the English till the Peace in 1815 ; and finally made ore 

4th December, 1816. ■ ' ■ 
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757 . There is something pitiable in the position of this Spoilt boy — 
born to the purple, petted in his childhood, his every wish 
anticipated, and his impulses uncontrolled ; until Clive crossed his 
path — the strong, the determined, the wily Clive, pitted against 
this fractious boy, and bent on his destruction. 

It will be remembered that the Hawab had dispatched a force 
of 1500 men under Eaja Dulab Ram to assist the French at 
Chandernagore. 'This detachment had never reached its desti- 
nation, as its Commander had unwittingly been brought under the 
influence of Nandlcumar, the Nawab’s Governor of the Town of 
Hugh, who had been bought over b)"^ the wealthy baboo, Ami- 
chandj in whose house Siraju ’d daulah had taken up his quarters 
when he invaded Calcutta in February, Amichand, who had 
amassed a lai-ge fortune in his dealings with the British before 
they had been driven from Calcutta, now tendered his services 
to the Council, promising them his co-operation ; which Avas held 
to be valuable, he having great influence at Murshedabad. Nand- 
kumar, immediately prior to the capture of Chandernagore, had 
forwarded messages to Dulab Ram — Avho it Avill bo remembered 

O 

had been sent by the Nawab to the assistance of the French — 
assuring him that the French Commander Avas on the point of 
surrendering to the English, and recommending him to aAA'ait 
furtlier oi’ders from Murshedabad. Dulab Ram, believing in the 
integrity of Nandkumar, halted; the only benefit he conferred 
on his allies being assistance rendered to some of their fugitives. 
Raja Dulab Ram Avas noAv. returning with his 1500 men to 
IMurshedabad Avhen ho receiA'cd the NaAvab’s orders to halt at 
Plassey, a large Aullage on the island of Kassimbazar, about 30 
miles south of the NaAvab’s Capital. 

Such AA-as the position immediately after the capture of Chan- 
dernagore; and had Cliv^e obeyed the orders icceiA^ed from the 
liladras Goverament he AA'Ould hav'e retin-ned AA'ith the main body 
of his troops to Madi’as — AA'here his presence Avas urgently called 
for to direct the operations against the French in that Presidency. 
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But ho felt he had to complete his great vork in Bengal; and 1757, 
therefore determined at all hazards to remain, at any rate until 
after the ajiproaching monsoon. 

Instead, therefore, of leading his Army back as directed, he 
prepared for further action; encamping his force to the north 
of the tovn of Ilugli — as from this point he could' either overawe 
or act hostilcly against the Nawab. 

i\Iuch as the Nawab had equivocated in the matter of the 
British attack on Chandernagore, he still treasured the idea that 
he would be able in case of need to make the French his allies, 
and pit them against the British; and it was therefore with 
dismay that he received a communication from Clive, requesting 
permission to attack the French at Kassimbazar, where kl. Law 
commanded a small efficient force, lately augmented by 50 of the 
fugitives from Chandernagore. 

The position was awkward; for if the Nawab consented to 
Clive’s request he would lose the alliance of the French ; whilst 
if he refused he would probably provoke the English, who might 
march upon his Capital. There was a third course open to him, 

April loth ICtli, s'utl he elected to adopt it. He furnished M. Law 

1757. ^vith money, ammunition, and carriage, and dispatched 

him on an imaginary expedition, telling him he might expect 
shortly to be recalled, when the present difficulty had been sur- 
mounted. But hi. Law replied, “ Be assured, my Lord Nawab, ” 

“ this is the last time we shall sec each other. Remember my ” 

“ words; wo shall never meet again.’'"= On the 16th April M. Law 
crossed the river and proceeded in the direction of Behar. 

As soon as Clive heard of the Nawab’s ruse he dispatched a 
party of the 39th Foot in piu'suit; at the same time sending 
a small detachment of Europeans and Sepahis to strengthen the 
English factory at Kassimbazar, 

Soon after the deijarture of M. Law the Nawab became aware 
that the report of the threatened invasion of his provinces by 

* Scir Mutakherin. 


E 
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1757. Ahmed Shah Durani was false; he therefore plucked up his 
courage and determined to free himself from the thraldom im- 
posed on him by the Calcutta Council. 

Su’aju ’d daulah was not only threatened from without, but he 
had, by his ungovernable temper and insolent bearing, alienated 
from himself even those whose interests might have induced 
them to support him on his throne. 

The meshes which Clive had spread were being imperceptibly 
drawn closer round the Nawab ; whilst the principal nobles of 
his ovm Court Avere assisting in the plots for his destruction. 

1st Slst, Siraju ’d daulah had not at this time one friend, Avhilst 

1757. he Avas suiTOunded by enemies at home and abroad; 
but of all these, Mir J’afar Khan — he Avho AA^as most bound to 
him by strong ties of relationship, Avho had promised his pre- 
decessor on his deathbed that he Avould advise and protect the 
young NaAvab — this man Avas the AA'orst and basest.* He entered 
into a conspiracy with the British to secure himself the Viceregal 
throne, . agreeing to pay to the East India Company ^61, 200,000 ; 
to the English inhabitants of Calcutta .€1,600,000; and to' the 
other inhabitants £325,000. In addition to these enormous sums 
he purchased the goodAvill of the Navy and Army by promising 
them £500,000 ; and moreover he agreed to giA;e the Council and 
Officers £600,000; lastly the Commanders and Members of 
Council entered into a subsidiary agreement AAUth him to receive 
an extra donation of €315,000. 

These sums Avere duly apportioned so that each Officer and 
Civilian should receive Avhat, even noAV-a-days, would be con- 
sidered a handsome fortune ; Colonel Clive’s share alone amount- 
ing to upAvards of £200,000. During these negotiations and 
before the signing of the treaty, Mir J’afar Khan had stipulated 
that Amichand, the English Agent, should remain in ignorance of 
the plot ; but Amichand Avas far too cunning a schemer to be ke2)t 

* j\lir J’afar Khan Avas married to the sister of Ali Verdi Khan (the late 
NaAvab), andAA-as consecpAently nncle to Siraju ’d daulah. 



Tin: roiiGKi) tkhaty. 


51 


in the tlark. lie hided Ids time ; and Avlicn all anangcnicnts had 1757, 
matured he put in his claim for his share of the plunder, which 
he estimated at .Cd00,000 : telling iMr. Watts that unless his 
claim were admitted he would inform Sirajn M daulah of the 
conspiracy and cause all concerned to he arrested. 

Tins was a dilemma: but Clive and his Council had no idea 
of allowing the Andohand difficulty to destroy the plot. It was, 
therefore, jtroposed that a false treaty should he [ircparcd. in 
which the jirovision for Amichand should be inserted. This pro- 
position was submitted to Admiral Watsim, who sternly refused 
to be a jiarty to such a disgniccful fraud : so Clive, with the 
consent of the Council, forged Admiral AVat son’s signature to a 
sham treatv, which was shown to Amichand as the original 
■document and accepted by him as genuine. 

The [dot matured: and under Clive’s guidance relations between 
the llritisli and the Xawab were sti-.dncd to the utmost, Tt was 
pretended that llaja Dulab Ham’s force, still at Plasscy, caused 
umbrage to the Council at Calcutta: for although the Nawab had 
undoubted right to locate his troops in any part of his territories^ 
yet Plasscy h:\d always been considered a [)osition the occupation 
of which indicated distrust. It was thence that an attack on the 
Nawab could be most easily cficcted ; and, in fact, Clive secretly 
intended to make his attack on Murshcdiibad from that place. 

Now, not only Dulab Ham's force of 1500 men were located at 
Plasscv, but the Nawab had ordered it to bo considerably 
augmented. 

On the 3rd of Alay a mysterious letter was received b}' the , 
Council, delivered by :m unknown messenger, who rejiresented 
himself as being in the .service of Balaji Hao, the Mahratta 
Chief of Behar, ]>roposiug that the English should co-operate 
Avith him against Sirajn ’d daulah. Now this proposal, had Clive 
believed it to be genuine, might huA^e dovetailed in Avith his 
OAVu vicAvs; but he A\-as under the impression that he had dis- 
covered a plot. He thought that the letter had been instigated 
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1757. l)y tl>G Ninvnl), in order that lie inij^ht find mil in nlial light flifr 
Council would receive .‘<ueh a jiropo.'fition. By Clivo’H advice 
the mysterious letter was forwarded to (he Nawah. under cover of 
one from the Council, in Avhich it was jioiutcd out how (rue and 
loyal were the intentions of (he liritish. AYith lhe.«c despatches 
was also sent a second letter from the Council enquiring why the 
Nawah’s Army was kept at Plassey fully equipped for war: so 
injuring the trade and confidence which . should exist between 
allies. 

Kow, in point of fact, the letter which liad caused .-o much 
suspicion was genuine : Clive Imd over-reached him.^elf : hut the 
rcsidt was all that he could desire, for confidence was restored at 
[Murshedehad. and the; troops were ■withdrawn from Plassey. 

The Nawah had been warned by Law, before he nais .sent 
away from Murshcdidnid, that he was surrounded by enemies and 
traitors, tind he now bcgtin to retdisc the Vidue of the warning. 
He became suspicious of all tiround him, removing Nandkumar 
from the Govcrnorshii) of Hugli, whilst his relations with iVIir 
.f’afiir were so hostile that the Nawab wtis preptiring to attack 
him in his palace. 

In the meantime Clive had sent instructions to Mr. "Watts 
— British Resident at the Nawab’s Court, who had throughout 
been assisting in the plot — to be prcj)arcd to make his escape, 
and Mr. Watts had Avith this view secretly dispatched to C.nlcutta 
a great deal of waluable property from the English f.nctory at 
Kassimbazav. Mir .T’afav Khan now informed [Mr. Watts that the 
time for his departure had arrived, sending at the same time a 
trusty servant to Clive to advise his immediate advance on the 
NaAvab’s Capital. 

On June 13th Mr. Watts with Ins assistants left Murshedabad; 
going out for their usual ride, they ordered supper to be prepared 
for their return, but AA'hen they had proceeded a feAv miles they 
put spurs to their horses and made for Clive’s camp, ' Avliicli they 
reached in safety the next day. 
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Ssmju il dnuluh lu'ard uf Mr. Watt.'-' tlit; following 1757 , 

innrniii”. wlun lor tlio fiivt tlino hi* fully ivaliKi'd his perilous 
pojision. lie wu*. overwhdined with {error, and rclincjnishcd 
Ids intention*- of pnni-hing Mir .rafar, although now more than 
r 3 !;!.. over ooiivini'ed of his p< rfidy. Kogardlc*-'* of his high jiosition 
the X;uvah sought the traitor in his palace, .'ippcaring before 
him a- hi*- suppliant. This visit resulted in an outward rccon- 
^’ilintion, rmd Mir d’afar and hi' confedomtes. having sworn lidelity 
<‘11 the Konm. wen* re-torod to favour. ’.riio Kawah, now 

imagining himself soenre. voeivd iimnd to an altitude of defiance 
towards the ICngHsh. 

The time had arrived for Clive to throw olV the masic; so, 
di'-missing the Nawnh's ,\mhas-adors from liis enmp. he charged 
them with a despaieli for their I’rinee. which said that “he had ” 

*' usod every snhterfnge to evade the accomplishment of the ” 

“ ttvaty of I'ehrnary, that he had in four months restored only" 

■“ on>-(ifth part of the (fleets which he imd plundered from” 

'* the ICngh'sli. flnit he had scarcely made jicace before he hud " 
"invited M. Ihissy to come fnnu the l>('ccan and assist him" 

"in extirjiating them once mow out ot his dominions, that" 

"the party of I'niich troops under M. Law were at this” 

‘‘ very time maintained at his cxjicnse within IdO miles of” 

"his eajtiial. That he had on groundless suspicion insulted" 

" the ICnglish honour, at one time sending troops to examine” 
their faetorv at Cos>-iii,ha;’.:ir at another driving their vaqnccl ” 

•• v,ith disgr.iee out of his presence. 'Fhat lie had promised ” 

“a sum of gold rnjiees then denied that promise and tlicn ” 
“sent Omichand from the city under ])rclencc that it was” 

“ he who had deceived the English Commanders in that” 

" hnsiness." “At length .seeing no other remedy their” 

“ Army wa^ now marching on ^luxadahad,* where they in-” 

" tended to refer their coniphnnls to the decision of the” 
prlncijial OHicers of his Government namely !Mecr dafiicr, ” 

• 'J’iio old imine of ttic citj' Itlurslicihiliad, 
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1757. “ Eoydookb, tlic Scats* Mcer ^Mudccu and Tsioonlall, to" 
“ which arbitration it was hoped that he would actjiiic-cc " 
“ and sj)arc the effusion of hlood."t 

Tlic proposed arbiters were men botuul to assist the Eii'^lish 
cause ; bankers who were smarting under the c.\tortions of the 
Nawab, or men of influence who had promised their support to 
the British plot. Clive now made final arrangements for his 
advance; all the troops which could be spared marching from 
Calcutta on the 12th of June, leaving oiily some sick Europeans 
and Sepahis to guard the Frcnch prisoners, and a few Artillerymen 
to protect the guns : Cliandernagorc was garrisoned principally 
by sailors and a few Sepahis. 

On the 13th of June the Army, together with IdO sailors, 
June ir.th— loth, marched : the English ti-oo])s with the field-pieces, 
1757. stores, and ammunition being towed up the river in 

200 boats, and the Sepahis marching along the right bank. 

The i-anks of the Bengal European Battalion had been consider- 
ably augmented by a great many of the Frcncli prisoners, rcicased 
on condition of their taking service with the British. There 
were also many Dutch, some Germans, and other forcignerv*, who 
similarly joined the ranks of the Regiment. Some sailors of 
the “Kent" — their ship having been condemned — also enlisted 
for ^Military service. 

The English Army on the 16th June reached the town of 
Pulti, about 12 miles from the Nawab's Fort of Kutwah. The 
Governor of this Fort was believed to be in Icatnic with !Mir .T’afar 

O 

Khan’s party; but when Jlajor Eyre Cootc, ■\rith an imposing 
force, including a detachment of the Bengal European Regiment, 
summoned the garrison, the Governor refused to surrender. 

^lajor Ooote, first opening fire, despatched a body of Europeans 
who effected a passage across the river ; when the enemy, firing 
some buildings adjoining the Fort, took to flight. 

* Bankers. 

t Orme, Vol. U., Book rti., p. 164. 
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Till' tnutps lmmcili»lcly occupied tlic town and Fort, 1757. 

;>r.d p‘'^'-< ‘"!os) of a very large supply of grain and a con- 

jsjtlvnd'lr quansity of Military storc.*^, as well as 14 pieces 

<,{ art'dl'*?)' Tli!^ main Army an’iving the same evening 
vvatoi'i'l oo the plain outside the deserted towai; but the 
ts',o;;-i»' n ouinni' need with such violence the next daj" that 

V tro'ip * vtre h'ri'cd to take refuge within the Fort and 
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1757. Major Eyre Coote, Commanding Detachment H.M. 39th 
Regiment. 

Captain George Ganpp, Commanding Detachment Madras 
European Regiment. 

Captain Thomas Rumbold, Madras European Regiment. 

Captain John Cudmore, Bengal Native Infantry. 

Captain Alexander Grant, do. do. 

Captain Andrew Armstrong, Commanding Bombay Detach- 
ment. 

Captain Grainger Muir, Bengal European Battalion. 

Captain Christian Fischer, do. do. 

Captain Charles Palmer, Bombay European Regiment. 

Captain Eebeaume, Bengal European Battalion. 

Captain R. W aggoner, H.M. 39th Regiment. 

Captain J. Corneille, do. do. 

Captain Robert Campbell, Madras European Regiment. 

Captain-Lieutenant Carstairs, Bengal European Battalion, 

Captain W. J ennings, Commanding Artillery. 

Captain-Lieutenant Moltimore, Bombay Eiu’Opean Regiment. 

Captain-Lieutenant Barshaiv, (service unknown). 

Clive opened the proceedings with the following question : 

“ Whether under existing circumstances and without other ” 
“ assistance it would be prudent to cross the river and come to ” 
“ action at once with the Nawab, or whether they should fortify ” 
“ themselves at Kutwah and wait until the monsoon Avas over, ” 
“ when the Mahrattees, or some other country power might be ” 
" induced to join them ? ” 

Contrary to practice, Clive first gave his opinion : Avhich was, 
to the surprise of the Council, “ against immediate action.” 

Major Eyre Coote next voted, for immediate action, arguing 
“ that hitherto they had met Avith nothing but success which had ” 
“ greatly elated the spirit of the troops, AARereas delay Avould only ” 
“ serve to damp their ardour, that delay Avould further enable ” 
“ M. LaAV and his party to arrive Avhich Avould not only strengthen ” 
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■“ tlie enemy and add vigour to their Councils but would serve to ” 
weaken the English force materially, owing to the number of ” 
■“ Frenchmen in the ranks who had taken service after the capture ” 
*• of Ohandranagur and who would undoubtedly desert to their ” 
■“ countrymen on the first opportunity. That consequent on the ” 
■“ numbers of the enemy and the great distance from Calcutta all” 
supplies would be cut off and woidd reduce the Europeans in” 
“ particular to great distress. Finally he suggested that if it was ” 
decided not to come to immediate action it would be advisable ” 
■“ to return to Calcutta at once, although he fully admitted the ” 
■“ disgrace this measure would entail on their arms, and the ” 
injury that must occur to the Company’s interests from such a ” 
■“ proceeding.”* 

With Clive 12 Officers voted “against immediate action,” 
amongst them were Captains Christian Fischer and Lebeaume; 
with Captain Eyre Coote 6 voted “ for immediate action,” amongst 
them were Ca^itain Grainger Muir and Caiitain-Lieutenant 
•Carstairs ; all of these Officers being of the Bengal European 
Regiment. 

The resolution not to fight was carried by a majority of 12 
.against 7. 

The decision of the Council of War by no means relieved 
Clive’s anxieties ; but, on the contrary, he appeaa-s to have been 
much impressed with Major Eyre Coote’s arguments. In the 
■evening he left the camp unattended and bent his steps towards 
.a clump of trees near at hand, Avhere he could in solitude reidew 
the position and determine on his future course. He Avas a 
■brave, determined soldier; but he possessed a large amount 
of prudence and caution; these qualities being so evenly balanced 
against his anxiety to consummate his schemes, that it required 
but one grain to turn the scale ; and that grain Major Eyre 
•Coote had throAAm in. Clive determined to fight. 

* Broome’s “ Rise and Progress of the Bengal Army,” p. 130 ; and 
Reference to Orme, Vol. II., pp. 70, 71. 


1767. 
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ADVANCE TO I’LASSEY. 


1757. At this time Clive received a letter from !Mir J’afar Klian 
saying that the Nawab had halted at Muncarra, a village six 
June 17tli miles to the south of Kassimbazar, vherc he intended to 
1757. entrench himself and await the event; and proposing that 
the English should surprise him, inarching i-ound by the eastern 
side of the Island. This counsel Clive thought savoured of 
treachery ; for were he to follow the proflcrcd advice he would 
- be separating himself from his base, and thus afford the enemy 
an opportunity of overthrowing him by simple weight of men 
and guns. Any way the advice was bad, and not to be enter- 
tained. Clive replied that he should march to Plas.sey ivithout 
delay, and would next morning advance six miles to Daudpore ; 
and should Mir J’afar not join him there, would make peace 
with the Eawab. 

The messenger was disiiatchcd with Clive’s rcply^ and before 
sunrise the troops were en route. Nearly the whole of the 20th 
was spent in crossing the river, and it was evening before the 
whole force had landed on the opposite bank. The rain poured 
in torrents, and the fatigue of the soldiers from wading through 
the mud and water was increased by ha^^ng to protect their- 
ammunition from the wet ; but after a severe march they reached 
Plassey at 1 a.m. the 23rd June, 1757. 

The troops now bivouacked under a grove of trees* 800 yards 
long and 300 broad, surrounded by a mud bank and a ditch 
June 23rd, which formed to some extent a ready-made entrenchment ; 

1757. sentries were posted and the weary soldiers were soon 
buried in sleep. But not so Clive, who knew no rest; for he 
soon discovered that the Nawab’s Army was close at hand, and 
in the stillness of the night he could distinctly hear in his front 
the sounds of drums and martial music. 

Clive had under his command in the field 950 Euroi^ean. 
Infantry, 100 European Artillery, with 8 (i-pounders and 2 
howitzers; 50 sailors; 2,100 Sepahis and some Lascars. Tho 
The last of these trees disappeared only a few years since. 
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]iosition of (uir troops in the grove fnectl north ; on our left flank 1757. 
wa$ the river Bhagirathi, on our right the open plain; in rear 
at a distance of about a mile was the village of Plasscy ; about 
three-quarters of a mile in front and resting on the river was a 
large mound surrounding a tank; beyond the latter being two 
I'cdoubts, one forming part of the enemy's entrenchments, the 
other slightly in advance. Near the mangoc grove and on the 
Imnks of the river was a small hnnting-lodgc, Avhicb Clive 
occupied soon after the arrival of our troops. 

The enemy’s Ai'iny consisted of oOjOOO Infantry and 15,000 
Cav.alry. The Cav.alry were superior to the Infantry in physique, 
well mounted, and, being chiefly enlisted in the north from 
amongst the Pat an trihes, were born soldiers. 

His Artillery was still more eflicient. with 53 guns, 32-, 24-, 
and IS-poundcrs; the whole directed by l\r. 8t. Frais, a French- 
man. who had with him a small body of French soldiers, mostly 
Artillerymen, working their own guns. M. .St. Frais had no doubt 
materially assisted the Xawab’s Geneinls with his advice as to 
the disposition of the troops and their genei-al plan of action. 

The position which the enemy occupied faced the grove about 
a milc-and-a-half to the north : their entrenchments nanninir 
alonjr their whole front, their riijht rcstiinr on the river Bhaf 2 :ir.T.thi, 
their left c.xtending far away on the plain : and behind the en- 
trenchments was their camp. 

Before daybreak Clive, from the roof of the hunting-lodge, 
watched the movements of the enemy preparing for action. 

[Many of their heavy guns were mounted on large wooden 
platform-stages raised about six feet from the ground, the ammu- 
nition as well as the gunners being mounted on the stages. These 
huge masses were moved along by 40 or 50 oxen; an elephant 
accompanied each stage, iiushing it on with his head when the 
oxen gave in. Brigades of Horse and Foot, each with its pro- 
portion of Artilleiy, extended over the plain in a curve until 
they nearly reached the village of Plassey. St. Frais and his 
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THE BATTLE OF PLASSEY. 


1757. Frenchmen, Avith 4 light guns, occupied the large mound to 
the north of the grove; supported by a body of 7000 Foot 
and 5000 Horse, Avith two heavy guns, all under command 
of Mir Mudin — tlie best and most faithful of the NaAvab’s 
Generals. 

The enemy’s main Army Avas in three DiAusions; under Kajah 
Dulab Earn, Yar Luft Khan, and Mir J’afar; the last being on 
the extreme left. The right of the enemy’s Army rested on the 
redoubt Avhich formed jJart of his entrenchments; and, circling 
round, completely out-flanked the British, Avho Avere, however, 
protected on their left by the river Bhagirathi. 

It noAv appeared that the enemy’s plan Avas to completely 
double up the British force, and to drive them by means of his 
heavy guns and Cavalry into the river. But Olive had provided 
June 2Grct against this contingency ; for, if unable, to resist the masses 
1757. and pushed by them from his ground, he could at any rate 
keep them in check Avhilst he gained his boats moored to the bank 
alongside the grove ; and the rapid stream Avould soon convey 
him to the Fort of KutAAMi, Avhere he could hold his own 
until he had communicated with Balaji Eao ; who he knew 
Avould gladly join in an attack on the NaAvab. 

Clive formed his European troops into four Battalions ; the 
first, under ^lajor Kilpatrick, AA-^as composed of the detach- 
ment of the Madras Eurojjean Eegiment; the second, under 
Major Grant, of the Bengal EurojAean Regiment ; the third, under 
Major Eyre Coote, of the detacliment of the 39th Foot; and 
the fourth, under INIajor Gaupj), of the detachment of tlie 
Bombay European Regiment. The foiu' European Battalions 
Clive placed in the centre of his line, flanked on either side by 
1000 Sepahis ; and his 6 guns betAveen and slightly in advance 
of his European and Native Battalions. 

All the forces Avere noAV in position, and the French fired the 
first shot, AA'hich killed one and AA'ounded another of our Grenadier 
Company, posted on the riglit of the Bengal European Battalion. 
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'I ho o.xnniplo i<i iho h'n noli \va< qtiioklv followoil by llic Avliolc of 17.'>7 
tlu- onoiny'.s- Artillorv. whicli .‘•imult:nu‘(»u.4y commenced a lic.'ivy 
fire, \vlii(’b mu';! have aimiliilatod flic Ih'in.'-'Ii force liad h.s aim 
been well directed. Onr howitzer.^- replied ttt the French 
Artillery, whiFt onr liy:ht unns hnmirht their fire to bear on 
the lariie Htairi'^' carryiii'; the enemy' heavy Artillery. After the 
lap'-e of halt-an-honr. during which we lo.-it i:omc fiO men, Clive 
ordered his tr<>op!; to retire under cover of the grove. The 
enemy, elated at what they mistotdv fora retreat, made a general 
advance, and threatened to overwhelm the Hritish; but for- 
tunately, their gnns being badly served, their .'^hot for the most 
part flew over the grove. Clive had ordered hi.s troop.*-' to lie 
behind the mnd-hanhs. from which onr gnns were now doing good 
.'■'crvice, whilst onr men were not exposed. At 3 1 a.m. Clive 
called his (.'ommanders ronnd him. and informed them that it 
wa." his intention to act on the deten.MVC during the day. and 
at tiight assault the enemy’s camp. In the meantime our men 
were sheltt'icd, :md conse(|uenlly were snlVering no lo.ss; whilst 
from behind the hanks which enveloped the grove they con- 
tinued to pour a well-directed lire on the enemy ; creating^ 
some liavoc am<nig.*-'l the mas.'^e.*, and ever and anon e.xploding 
their ammnnititm, which, jiaeked close to the gnns on the raised 
statics, caused much loss and confu.«ion. 

At I'J o’clock the r.iin. which had been holding ofi’ for some 
hours, bcfran to fall in such torrents as is seldom seen, except in 
.June LT-ol e!‘'lv ‘hiy^ of the momsoon ; but Clive had remembered 

17.'>7. the old ICnglish adage to kecj) his powder dry ; and this 
precaution being neglected by the enemy caused their fire to 
sensibly slacken and equalised the contest. 

must now record what wn.s going on in the enemy's ciiinp. 
where the Xawah had remained in his tent beyond the rcacli 
of our guns. He was surrounded by his attendants and flatterers, 
who were constantly assuring him that his troops were behaving 
nobly and g.aining an easy victory; but ho was ill at ease. 
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1757. About noon lie learnt to his grief that j\Iir Mudin was mortally 
wounded ; he was dearly loved by the Nawab, being the one 
man whom he felt he could ideally trust. !Mir Mudin met his 
death in the following manner. Believing that the British guns 
must be silenced by the rain, he advanced at the head of a troop 
of Cavalry towards the grove, but was received with a volley of 
grape, which mortally ivounded him and caused his Cavahy 
to retire in confusion, many being left with their General, killed 
or wounded. Siraju ’d daulali, terrified at this loss, sent for 
Mir J’afar Khan, to whom he told his grief and implored him to 
befriend him. In his terror and despair the Nawab took off his 
turban and casting it at Mir J’afar’s feet, jiassionately exclaimed 
‘‘Mir J’afar, that turban thou must defend!” But the traitor 
was unmoved, and, crossing his hands on his breast, swore eternal 
fidelity ; but at the same time, feeling his helpless relative’s crown 
witliin his grasp, he firmly resolved to seize and place it on his 
“ recreant head.” 

Taking a respectful leave of his Prince he returned to his 
command, whence he wrote to Clive informing him of Avhat had 
taken place, and urging him to push on, for the victory Avas in 
his hand. This letter did, not reach its destination until after 
some hours, as the messenger could not approach ■ the British 
Commander; so that Clive Avas left in doubt as to !Mir J’afar's 
intentions. 

St. Frais, notAvithstanding that some of his supports AA'avered 
after the loss of their General Mir Mudin, fought manfully, 
holding his position Avith tenacity, although our hoAvitzers had been 
June 23rd, dealing destruction amongst his men ; but the NaAvab’s fire 
1757. had by this time slackened all round, and the British AA'ere 
ncAA-- able to confidently hold their own. Clive, Avho had not rested 
dm-ing the previous night, felt the necessity of refreshing himself 
for the contemplated night attack ; so, giving orders to Kilpatrick 
to act on the defensive only, he handed over the command, 
directing that he Avas to be called if anything of imjDortance sliould 
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'ii'our; ntul iIhmi, oiilcrintj: the hunting-hox. soon fell sound j 757 
nslocp. 

Shortly nfter Kilpotriclc hnd tohen ooininnnd he noticed that 
Si. Frnis’ suj>ports \v(’re rclirlnjr, and he felt that if he made a 
hold d:i.-h on the French Arlillerv h«; iniirht drive him to flisht 
and prohahiy secunt .^nme of his irnns. Hastily calling forward 
tMtl European Infantry with ‘2 light guns, he made a nijiid dash 
Inwards St. Finis’ jiosition on the mound, and at the same time 
sent a messenger to Clive to tell him what he was doing. Clive 
was up and amongst them hefore they had advanced across the 
plain, and as soon as he saw that St. Frais had lost his snjiports 
he realised the imjinrianee of the movement, and heading the 
charge himself, sent Kilpatiiek hack to hring tt]) the rest of the 
force, .“^t. Frais. though temhly oulnumhered, fought manfully; 
hut finding himself deserted and hetrayed hv his support.? he 
gindmdly gave way, disputing every inch of ground and deliberately 
limbering up his guns retired in perfect order, llis jiosition 
wa« C4iptnred ami a well-directed lire ojiencd on the retiring 
Frenchmen. 

.''omt! of the enemy now made a half-hearted advance toward.? 
the grove, but Mir .I’afar’s nivi-Mon held aloof. Clive, suspecting 
that the enemy contemplated a dash at his boat.? and baggage, 
desjiatohed a jiarty of .‘^cjiahis to strengthen his river-guard, 
at the same time directing his fire on the advancing foe, which 
had its do.«ircd efi'cet, but he was unable to account for the eccentric 
movements of Mir .Fafar’s Division, still separated from the 
rest of the enemy. 

Although several of the Nawab’s (iencrals were implicated in 
tbe jilot against tbeir .Sovereign, their soldiers were in total 
ignorance of any treachery, and could not, therefore, understand 
how so small a British force could overwhelm so powerful an 
Army as their own ; so, declining to accept defe.at, they brought 
ttp large bodies of Cavalry — who had not hitherto taken .an active 
part in the engagement — and who, having obt.aincd dry powder 
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17f)7. cnlronoliinenl, j)onrc<l ii lienvy Ore on tlie momuV 

^Y]ucl^ Olive Imd ju8l eiijitiircd from tlic French. Nothin;f dimmed, 
Clive boldly iidviinccd, posting :i jiortion of his Tnfnntry iind 14 
mins lit the smuller tank .sli^jhllv in advanee; and the rest of 
his troops, with guns, he pl.'iccd ahouL 20D yjirds to his left. 
From this advanecd ])osiiion his light gnns, at shorter distance 
and with surer aim, were now dealing destruction on the enemy ; 
the oxen and cattle attached to their heavy gnns being disahled’ 
and thrown into complete confusion. 

It now for the first time struck Clive that Mir .f’afar’s Division, 
apparently threatening his boats and baggage, must he hovering 
about to seize the first ojiporlnnity of communicating with him. 
This relieved the British Commander from a great anxiety, and he 
.Juno 23r(l now enabled to reduce his guards over the baggage and 
1757 bring them to the front, where they were nmeh needed ; for 
St. Frais, who had taken up a fresh jiosition further ofl', was serving 
his gnns well against our advancing troops. At this time it was 
noticed that Mir J’afar.s Division was being sejiarated further 
from his main Army ; and Clive, now fully convinced that he had 
nothing to fear in that direction, rc.solvcd by a supreme efibrt to 
drive St. Frais and his Artillery from their second position. This 
was the more important as they held the redoubt which formed 
part of the cnemy^s entrenchments. 

Two Divisions of the British Army were ordered to advance 
and attack the redoubt, one of them on the right and the other 
on the left ; the main body being held in reserve, prepared to- 
advance to the assistance of either of the Divisions requiring’ 
support. The right storming-party gained an eminence com- 
manding a portion of the enemy’s entrenehments ; whilst the left, 
charging the redoubt, succeeded in gaining a footing inside : 
when the right party, with cheer's, rushing down the sloping 
ground, the two Divisions uniting attacked the French, driving 
them from the redoubt at the poiirt of the bayonet, and capturing- 
all their guns. 
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In the mt'unfiiiu; Sinijn 'd (huilah, yielding (o the persuagions 1757. 
of lijg Oflicerg, mounted n c:\mel.nnd, followed by 2000 Ilorgcnicn, 

Ik’d to Mm-ghcdalind. 

('live, wlm iiad by this tinje jnished fonvnrd big troojJS within 
the onomy’g entivnebmcjvtg, was complete nmgter of the Odd and 
of their e^imp. and at five «»Vloek the c>nemy were 5t» full flight 
towinlg Murghedalvid. Mir .I’afar’g letter, which had been gent 
to Clive immediately after the interview with the Kawah, now 
rcjidicd its degt illation, and Clive .-cut a reply to the cfi'cct that 
he would receive Mir .I'afar the next morning at. Daudpore; 
whikt Major Eyre (knue was digjiatchcd to take nj) and continue 
the purguit of the enemy. 

.So ended the Hattie <»f Plasgey : and although Clive's gucccss 
was maitily brought about by the treachery of Siraju 'd daulali's 
(.■reuendg. yet credit is none the less due to the soldiers of the 
Hritish Army, who fought in total ignonmeo of their Commander’s 
schemes. 

The loss of the Hritish was marvellously small ; only 7 
Europeans, including 2 Artillery Oflicerg, and Ifi Native soldiers 
having been killed, atid lo European soldiers and ofi Natives 
woumlcd. • The loss of the enemy, on the other hand, was 
eoni]iarativciy enormous, his killed alone being computed at 500, 
whilst elephants and vast munhcr.s of cattle were left dead on 
the field : 5:1 jiieces of cannon and the whole of the camp equipage 
falling info our hands. 

“Plassey” was the first dcconuion emblazoned on the Colours 
of “The Heiigid European Eegimonl;'’ and it has been inherited 
by “The Hoyal Mun.«ter Fusiliers.” 

The action decided, our soldiers saw before them the plain 
strewn with valuables of every description, all of which were theirs 
by right of conquest ; but Clive, anxious to follow up his victory, 

* Colonel .Mnlleson ;,ave.s this as tlic lo.«sf)f tlic Britisli ; bat the “Historical 
Itocords ” of the Madras European Kefriinent place our loss at a much higher 
(igure. 

T? 
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1757 . offered the soldiers a donation of money to forego their prize 
and march at once to Daudpore, about ten miles on the road 
towards Murshedabad. The troops unhesitatingly acquiesced; 
and regardless of their fatigues started on their march with 
hearty cheers. 

Next morning Mir J’afar, with his son Miran, rvas conducted 
to the British camp. His conscience told liim how false he 
had been to his Sovereign — and how false he would 'have been 
to the British, if it had suited his purpose ; but it was Clive’s 
June 24th, policy to let bygones be bygones, and to consummate his 
1757. schemes, which had thus far succeeded almost beyond his 
expectations. On entering the British camp Mir J’afar, alighting 
from his elephant, was received by a guard of honour, the sound of 
whose presented arms startled and alarmed him, his hand impul- 
>, sively seizing the hilt of his sword. But liis anxiety was relieved 
as Clive, hastily advancing towards him, saluted him as Sovereign 
of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. 

A conference then took place, at which it was ai’ranged that 
Mir J’afar should proceed without delay to Murshedabad, and, 
if possible, prevent Siraju ■’d daulah’s escape. But the ex-Nawab, 
hearing of Mir J’afar’s approach, expedited his flight; and on 
the night of the 24th June, 1757, disguising himself in a mean 
dress, and taking with him a casket of his most precious jewels, 
he escaped with his favourite wife Zutf-ul-jiissa, who elected to 
share his fate. A boat manned by a picked crew was waiting 
at the ghat; and in four days the party reached Rajmahal, a 
distance of ninety miles. Hei'e the ex-Nawab determined to rest ; 
and having found a deserted gai-den on the hanks of the river in 
which were some empty buildings, landed; and, after having 
cooked some food, retired for the night. In the morning the fugi- 
tives were discovered by a Native Priest, whose ears Siraju ’d 
, daulah had caused to be cut. off some months previous, and Avho 
reported his discovery to a brother of Mir J’afar’s, residing at 
Bajmahal. A party was at OMe^,^nt to seize the fallen Nawab, 
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•who was trcateil with evciy indignity and conveyed hack a 1757 . 
prisoner to the presence of Mir J’afar Khan, before whom he pros- 
trated liimself and in abject terror pleaded for his life. Siraju M 
daulah was given over to the custody of Mir J ’af ar’s son Miran, 

“ a youth not seventeen, cruel 'and barbarous who caused his 
prisoner to he confined in a distant ehamher — “one of the vilest 
in the Palace” — ^Avhere this hoy sent some of his menial servants 
to murder him. The intrusion of these men eonvinced Siraju ’d 
■daulah that he was doomed, and his terror threw him into an 
agony of lauientation; hut, finding his cries of no avail, he 
yielded to despair ; imploring a few minutes’ respite to make his 
ablutions and to pray. A pot of water chaneing to be near at 
hand was throwi over him by one of the servants, and he 
was then immediately stabbed; the other assassins advancing 
and hacking him to pieces. 

Next morning his mangled eorpse was paraded through the streets 
•of Murshedabad on an elephant; after which it Avas placed in a 2j]ain 
stone coffin and buried beside the late NaAvab Ali Verdi Khan. . 

, On the 25th of June the British force marched to Maidapore, 
whence !Mi‘. Watts Avas dispatched AA'ith an escort of Sepahis to 
salute the NaAvab ]Mir J’afar Khan, and arrange for the payment 
of the large sums due to the British under the Calcutta treaty; 
but it Avas foixnd that the treasury did not in specie and jewels 
■contain more than sufficient to jjay one-third of the amount. 
AiTangementSAvere consequently entered into Avith Raja Dulab Ram 
and the Bankers of Murshedabad, by Avhich one half of the amount 
— £1,100,000 — Avas arranged for in jeAvels and cash, and bills 
for the other moiety extending OAmr three years Avere accepted. 

These j)reliminaries having been satisfactorily completed Olive 
entered the capital, taking up his residence at the Palace Murad 
June 29tli Bagh ; from Avhence he proceeded in state to the Nawab’s 
1757. Palace, AAdiere he was receiAmd in the public audience-hall 
by Miran and the jirincijAal officers of state. Mir J’afar was then 
led by Olive to the throne, on AAdiich with some apparent diffidence 
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1757. lie took his sea,t, saluted by all present as their Sovereign, and imme- 
diately afterwards proclaimed throughout the City and Provinces- 
The time had now arrived to inform Amichand of the deception 
\Yhich had been practised on him ; and, seeing how great a wrong 
had been done him, more charity might have been displayed in 
the manner in which he was undeceived. lie was simply informed, 
when the two treaties were produced, that the one shown by the 
Council in Calcutta was a fox-gcry and a sham, and that he xvas 
to receive nothing. The shock on discovering tliat he had been 
duped was so great that Amichand fell in a fainting fit to the 
ground; softening of the bi*ain soon afterwards supervened, and 
he died two years after in a state of imbecility. 

During the remainder of 1757 the Bengal Eimopcan Regiment 
was for the most part divided into separate commands. A portion 
of the Battalion ■accompanied ilajor Eyre Cootc in his fruitless- 
.July 1 st— Dec. Olst, pursuit of M. Law and his French followers; who, 
1757. finally taking refuge in Oude, were protected by 

the Nawab of thiit countiy. The detachment, after an arduous 
and hazardous march through an unknown and hostile country, 
retm’ned to ]Murshcdabad on the 14th September, and xvas 
stationed at the factory of Kassimbazar: Avhilst the rest of the 
Regiment was ordered down country to Chandemjigoi-e and 
Calcutta, where it remained for several months in quartei's. 

Gaicral llc/erencai. — Chapter III. 
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Proceedings of tlie Bengal Council, 1757. 
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CHAPTER IT. 


Tlie Officers and men of H.M. 39th Regiment, the iMadras and Bombaj’ 
European Regiments, are transferred to the Bengal Eui’opean Regiment — 
Major Go'^nn, of the Bombay European Regiment, is appointed to a Command 
in Bengal — Dissatisfaction of the Bengal Officers at his appointment — Raja 
Anandraz applies to the Calcutta Council for assistance against the 
French — An Expedition, consisting of a wing of the Bengal European 
Regiment, Artillery, and Sepaliis is ordered for service in the E^orthern 
Cix’cars — Colonel Forde appointed to command — The Battle of Condore — 
British advance on Rajamundrl — Siege and Capture of the Fortress of 
Jlussulipatam from the French — ^Termination of the War in the Northern 
Circars. 


HE disgraceful treaty tvhicli the Calcutta Council 
had concluded with ^lir J’afar Elan was now 
producing a plentiful crop of its inevitable fruit. 

There was a general feeling amongst the Officers 
of the Army that now, possessed of ample means, 
they were independent of the service, and this feeling 
September 1st, frequently i-esulted in Insubordination ; whilst the 
1758. European soldiers, with their pockets full of money, 
plunged into every description of debauchery and excess, destroying 
their health and thinning their ranks to such an extent that had 
it not been for the timely an-ival of a large body of recraits from 
England, the troops at Calcutta and Chandernagore would have 
soon become totally inefficient. 

In this unsatisfactory state of affairs orders were received at 
■Calcutta for the return of H.M. 39th Regiment to England; 
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1758. but, as liberty had been granted to the Officers and men to enter 
the Company’s Service, nearly all the detachment volunteered 
for the Bengal European Eegiment; and Colonel Clive, about 
this time, finding it inadvisable to send back the detachments- 
of the Bombay and Madras European Kegiments, at their own 
request incorporated these also with the Bengal European 
Eegiment. 

This amalgamation was carried into effect on September 1st, 
1758; and on the 29th of January, 1759, the two Companies 
which had been sent to Bengal from Bombay in 1756, were struck 
off the strength of their Regiment at that Presidency.* Of the 
Officers so transferred. Lieutenants Carnac and Yorke, and 
Ensigns Donellanf and Bi’oadbrook, of H.M. 39th Regiment, 
received a step of rank in the Company’s Service. 

Major Kilpatrick, who had been so intimately associated with 
the Bengal European Regiment since its formation at Fulta in 
1756, had died in the previous October, and Olive was now seek- 
ing a Field Officer of judgment and decision to command the 
Regiment. Just at this time Captain Govin reported his arrival 
in Calcutta, having been sent from Bombay to take command 
of the detachment of his Regiment lately absorbed into the 
Bengal Europeans. This Officer was known to Olive as possessing 
“ a high military reputation,” and as he was considerably senior 
to all the other Captains, Olive promoted him to the rank of 
Major, and appointed him to the command of the Regiment.j; 

In stating that Major Govin was nominated to the above 

^ “ Regimental llecords, 1st Bombay European Fusiliers, 1769.” 

t Donellan was execiitecl at AVaruuck, in 1781, for the supposed murder 
of his brother-in-law, Sir Theodosius Boughton. He Avas condemned on 
the cridence of his mother-in-law, who, through remorse, on her death- 
bed, confessed that she had administered the poison herself which had 
deprived her son of life, and declared iMr. Donellan to have been innocent- 
— Willinms, p. G2. 

t Major Govin Avas re-transferred to the Bombay Presidency in 17C1, 
when lie was appointed to the Command of the Bombay European 
llcgiinent. 
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comniniul some explnnntion is iicccssnry; for lie was at the same 1758. 
time njipointctl second in eonnnuiul of the ncngul Army. 

In IToS tlic nninher of froojKS employed in the BcngJil 
Prc.'iidency wn.s .“o small that the Ofliccr second in command of 
the Army held also the command of the European Ivegimcnt, 
receiving at the same time report.s from all other troops. 

The Kativo Infantry had hut 2 Enro})can Officers to cacli 
Battalion ; such Ofiicers, selected from the roll of the European 
Bcgiment. were simply slruclc ofl' duty: as an instance of this we 
may quote the case of ICnsign John Msitthcws, who was com- 
manding the 1st Native Infantry — which afterwards bore his 
name, Matthews ha pultun — when he was promoted to a Lieu- 
tenancy in the Bcngid European Bcgiment, vicr. Moltimorc, 
killed in action. 

Jtiujor Govin’s jiromotion to a Majority was considered by the 
other Captains in the Kegimcnt ns a grievance; and, smarting 
tinder what they held to be an injustice, they made a strong and 
not over-re.<poct fill remonstrance to Colonel Clive; who, believing 
that the ill-feiding towards the new Commanding Officer was the 
result of insubordination, refused to countenance their remon- 
strance. Captains Grant, Rumbold, Cndmorc, Armstrong, Kcir, 
Granger, Muir, Campbell, and Car-stairs forwarded their commis- 
sions to Clive, and requested permission to resign the service, 
which request was complied with : Clive reporting the 
circumstances to the Council in the following letter: — 

“ The remonstrating Cajitains have cither wilfully or ignorantly ” 

“ misre])resented the nature of superseding. An Officer cannot be ” 

“ said to be superseded unless one of inferior rank in the same ” 

“ Corps be put over his head. Now I can safely aver that I ” 

“ never during the whole of my command, have done so by any ” 

“ Officer except in the case of Captain-Lieutenant "Wagoner to ” 

“ whom I refused giving a vacant Company, as I did not think " 

“ him de.«erving thereof. The incorporation of the troops having ” 

“ been determined on as a necessary measure the several Officers ” 
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1768. “ of tlie three cHffereiit establishments being now nnlted were ” 
“ of course to take rank according to the date of their different ” 
“ commissions in the same manner as the Officers of the different ” 
“ Corps in Her Majesty’s Service when they liappen to meet. ” 
“ Now as Captain Govin had been ordered here by the Pi-csidcncy ” 
“ of Bombay to take command of their detacliment without their ” 
“ knowing that such incorporation waste take place, it is evident ” 
“ they could have no design of injuring the Officers of this ” 
“ establishment, as has been injuriously represented : and there- ” 
“ fore to have sent him back after having been so formally ordered ” 
“ here, would have been tlie highest indignity to tlie Council of ” 
“ Bombay, as well as to the gentleman himself ; and, as he ” 
“ remained here, he had an undoubted right to take that rank ” 
“ which tlie seniority of the commission gai'c him. The truth ” 
“ of the matter is, that most of the gentlemen wdio have been ” 
“ so violent in their remonstrances were grown sufficiently rich ” 
“ in your service to be desirous of any pretence of quitting it. ” 
“ They will prove however no great loss, as no services can be ” 
“ expected from men who have so little spirit and gratitude as to ” 
“ resign their commissions at this critical time and on ill- ” 
“ grounded pretences.” 

Captains ]Muir, Carstairs, and Campbell having expressed their 
regret, their resignations were cancelled, and they were restored 
to the service, but not without loss of rank. 

It is now necessary to turn our attention to events taking place 
in the Northern Circars. This country lies to the south of 
Bengal, and is now called the “Territory of the Nizam;” 
extending 470 miles along the sea-coast in the direction of 
INIadras, and inland to a depth varying from 30 to 100 miles. 

The countiy known as the Northern Circ.ars was in 1758 
completely controlled by the French, who, under their General, 
Count de Bussy, had in 1753 subdued the country; dictating 
his own terms to the Subahdar, and making the French practically 
the indejiendent Governors of the Province. Bussy, at all times 
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jealous of the English settlers, had expelled them from this 1758. 
territory. 

In April, 1758, the French General, Count Lally, assumed 
command at Pondicheny, the chief seat of the French Govern- 
ment in India, Eally, contemplating war against Tanjore, 
directed Pussy, with all his available force in the Northern 
Circars, to join him without delay, and to make over the 
command of his province to the Marquis de Conflans — who was a 
man deficient in the qualities requisite for governing a country 
which had taxed all the energies of Bussy himself. 

Count Lally was unsuccessful, and news soon reached the 
provinces of which Conflans had been appointed Governor that 
Lally had been compelled to make an inglorious retreat, 

Anandraz Gajapati, the son of the Subahdar from whom the 
government had been wrested by the French, had for some time been 
heading a conspiracy for their overthrow, and he now felt that 
the time had arrived to act decisively. Haiderabad, the capital 
September, city, had been denuded of French troops, and certain measures 
1758. Avhich Conflans had dictated had rendered the French super- 
vision irksome to the people. Anandraz, having assembled 
an Army of 3000 men, on September 2nd, 1758, caj^tured the 
French settlement of Vishakpatanam, took the French Chief 
prisoner, plundered the factory, and hauled down the French 
flag;. Knowing: that war existed between the F rench and English 
in Em’ope, and hoping to obtain assistance from the latter, he 
hoisted the British flag, and at once dispatched a messenger to 
the Council at Calcutta informing them what he had done. He 
pointed out that his countrymen were only anxious to rid 
themselves of the French control, and that with the assistance 
•of a small English force he would drive the enemy from his 
•country. 

The Council did not look with favour on Anandraz’s proposals, 
but Clive at once saw the advantages to be derived by a British 
■expedition to the Northern Circars, and determined to overcome 
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1758. all clifficiiltios. Seeing tliat tlie atiilc of nffairp at ^Mur.pliediilmil 
was nnsatisfiicfory, anti Bengal ihrcnfcnccl with an invanion l)y 
the son of the Emperor of Dclhie. to tlcnndc li>c Pre.^itlcncy 
of European troops was attended with risk, hut the importance 
of the undertaking, to Olive’s mind, outweighed all ohjcctions. 
One thing was certain — Clive cotdd not ah.«cnt himself, and 
must therefore appoint some other Oflieer to command the- 
expedition whilst he watched afi’airs in Bengal. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fordc, formerly of MOth Regiment, 

had lately been sent from ^ladra.s to command the (I’ompany's 
troops in Bengal ; and Clive, entertaining the highest opinion 
of his judgment, coolness, and cajiaeity, entrusted to him the 
military command of the cx[»cdition ; ^Ir. dohnstonc being 
appointed by the Council to act as Political Agent. 

The troops with Fordo comprised .0 Companies of the 
Bengal European Regiment under Captain Adnet,* with 
Captains Christian Fischer, Mai-tin, Yorke, and Moltimore, and 
Captain-Lieutenant Patrick Momn ; t one Company of Eun^pcan 
Artillery, with 100 Lascars, and 0 field-pieces, and iOOO- 
Sepahis. 

This force embarked on the 12th October, reaching on the 
20th the Port of Vishakpatanam, where it was augmented by 
Anandraz with 5000 followers — for the most part undrilled and 
imarmed — and 40 Europeans of difi’erent nationalities, with 4 
field-pieces, under an adventurer named Bi’istol ; these latter 
forming Anandraz’s main strength. 

It was anticipated that General Conflans would have resented 
the capture of Vishakpatanam before the arrival of our troops^ 
but he was timidly awaiting reinforcements in the strong Fortress 
of Mussulipatam with a force of 500 French soldiers, GOOd 

* Captain Adnet was one of those Oflicevs who had been latelj* transferred' 
from the Madras to the Bengal European Kegiment. 

Captain Moran was one of the very few prisoners who had escaped the 
horrors of the “ Black Hole ” in 1756. 
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(liHcipHnotl and wcll-anned Sopnhis, and a Brij^adc of Artillery, 1758. 
with do guns, and about dOO Native Cavalry.' 

On the 1.5th Oelohcr, Mr. Andrews, who had been dispatched 
Oclolwr l.'itli— -iotli, from Madnis to nrningc . terms, concluded the 
175 S. following treaty with Anandraz : — • 

1. — The Ivaja to pay the extra expenses of the British 
Army during the time it should be employed — £.5000 a 
month — and pay the Ofliccrs double batfa — £(500 a month 
— these sums being payable as soon as the Baja should be 
put in possession of the town of Itajamnndri. 

-. — ^I'he Baja to he possessed of .all the inland territory 
belonging to the Country powers, but the Company t<> 
ivlain all the sea-coast from Vizaga)>atam to iMusidipatam,^ 
with the sevend towns and ])orts on that lino. 

d. — No treaty for the suhscipicnt disposal or restitution, 
whether of the Baja's or the Company's possessions, to he 
made without the consent of both jiartics. 

•1. — All plunder and prize to be equally divided. 

After <anisid(‘rahle dillicully carriage was provided, and Colonel 
i)t‘C. iFt — :?r<1. Fordo commenced his march; joining the Baja's Force 
l«o8. on December 1st, and on the drd coming within view 

of the* I'rcnch Army, entrenched ne;(r the Fort of ]’eddaj)orc — 
a jiosition well chosen and commanding the high road. On 
the (ith Ftirdc look possession of an eminence called Chambol, also 
Dec. ()Ui— lull, commanding the high road, and here he aw.aitcd an 
17.58. attack, which on account of the enemy's superior 
strength he was hourly expecting. Having waited two daj’S 
and the enemy not moving. Fordo determined to force him 
into action next morning by threatening his rear. In the 

*’ Tlie troojis under his (Conflniis’) coiiunaud “ were tlio most seasoued'' 

“ .niul the best diseijtlined of all those who served the Froneli Company in ” 

“ .Southern India. 'I'licy were the men before whom the famed Mahratta " 

“ Cavalry had been scattered, and who, but a short time before, had forced '' 

“ their way through the opposing ho.sts to relieve Hussey at Ilj’dr.abad.” — 
IlhUmj of the French in Jndiu, p.age 581. 
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1758. meantime a deserter from the Bengal European Battalion — 
probably one of the French prisoners* who had joined the 
Regiment after the battle of Chandernagorc — persuaded 
Oonflans that our Army was composed mostly of untrained 
recniits; so, acting on this impression, Conflans sent a party 
of French soldiers with six light guns to seize a height which 
Forde had neglected to occupy, and which overlooked the 
British camp. Conflans intended to occupy this height under 
cover of the dai-kness on the night of the 8th December, 
and early on the following morning to open fire on the 
British camp. 

Both the British and French Commanders had ordered the 
contemplated movements to take place on the same morning — each 
ignorant of the other’s intention. 

Colonel Forde had arranged with Anandraz that their 
united force should quietly quit their ground at 4 a.m., and 
move along the main road to Condore in rear of the enemy’s 
camp. The result of these manceuvi’es would be that, when ■ 
December 9tli, the French fire should be opened at daybreak, Conflans 
1758. would find that the English camp had been struck • 
and his enemy gone. Anandraz, thinking however that 9 
o’clock would do for the march as well as the incom^enient 
hour of 4 a.m., had not moved off the ground when the enemy 
suddenly opened fire, which so accelerated his movements that 
they were turned into a flight. Conflans, still believing that the 
British force consisted only of raw recruits, naturally concluded 
that they had run away and therefore determined to pursue the'm 
and gain what he anticipated would be an easy victory. The 
Raja, thoroughly alarmed, had dispatched several horsemen to 
beg Forde to return as the enemy were pursuing him; but Forde, 
who had marched as planned, was far on his road before the 
messengers overtook him. The fugitives, however, now not far 

^ [Many of the French prisoners taken at Chandeniagore were serving in 
the ranks of tlic Bengal European I’egiinent during this campaign. 
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behind, soon joined Forde, the united forces proceeding to 1758. 
Condore. 

As soon as the British force had occupied Condore, the enemy 
appeared 1000 yards in their rear moving towards Forde’s left 
flank. Orders were issued to pi*epare for immediate action. Forde 
placed the Raja’s panic-stricken troops on his right and left 
flanks ; next to them his Native Infantry ; and in the centre the 
Bengal European Battalion, with whom -were Bristol’s Artillery ; 
the guns being placed on the right and left of the European 
Battalion. The British now advanced to meet the enemy, Avho 
opening fire, Forde halted, his centre being covered by a field 
of corn which completely concealed the Europeans from view. 

The Sepahis on either flank — for Anandraz’s troops had by this 
time decamped and concealed themselves in a hollow — were in 
full sight of the enemy. Noav the Native Regiments which 
accompanied the British force had, by Clive’s order, been clothed 
in red; the French, seeing the red coats, were naturally under 
the impression that the European soldiers had been placed on 
the flanks and the Sepahis — who usually wore white clothing — rin 
the centre. Under this delusion, Conflans advanced his French 
Em’opeans towards our 2nd Native Battalion; Forde, who at 
once saw the enemy were at fault, rode up to the 2nd Native 
Battalion to encourage them, but when these found themselves 
out-flanked, and pitted against the French Europeans, they retired 
in the direction of Chambole. 

The French, now thinking they had put the British Europeans 
to flight, advanced r-apidly, obliquing to their right, but in so 
doing became somewhat scattered; Forde grasped the oppor- 
tunity, and directing the Bengal European Battalion to change 
front, took the French in flank, pouring a heaAy musketry 
fire on their disordered companies as they came up opi)osIte 
to the British line. Nearly half the French Grenadier Company 
of the Battalion of India ” f eU under our fii’st volley. Taken com- 
pletely by surprise the French hurried back to regain the cover 
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ITijR. of their guns whleh they luicl left in rear. The Bengal Burojjcan 
Battalion, elated with their Hncccsf;, now vigorously pursued the 
enemy, charging in echelon of Coinpanic.-’, left in front. Captain 
Adnet, who connnaiulcd the Bogiment, was leading, and Captain 
Yorlic with No. ‘1 Coin])any mis acting in reserve, to afford 
immediate assistance to any of onr Comjianies needing sncconr. 

The IVench rallied at their guns and opened a hot grape fire 
on our advancing troops, Adnet heing mortally wounded and 
Decciiibor t)tli, several of our men falling; hnt the advance was nowhere 
1758. checked, the men rushing on the enemy’s guns, 1.‘5 of 

which they captui'ed, and again put the enemy to flight. 

In the meantime the 1st Native Battalion had been taking a 
leading part in the fight ; attacked hy the French Native 
Infantry, who vastly outmnnhered them : hut our Scjiahis held 
their gx'ound with tenacity. 

The French Sepahis, seeing their European comrades in full 
flight and their guns c.npturcd, also fled, and our 1st Native 
Battalion rejoined the British Europeans. The 2nd Native 
Battalion, who had early in the day fled towards Chambolc, now 
returned to the field and joined the British Army. Fordo 
determined to rapidly follow up his success, and make a dash 
at the enemy’s camp. With this view he attempted to 
induce Anaudraz to send some of his Cavalry ahead, hut they 
were all concealed in the hollow .and refused to cxjiose 
themselves to danger; Fordo, therefore, pushed on single-handed 
without his guns, which, on account of the muddy state of the 
roads, were left in rear ; our troops now sighted the French, who, 
Avith the intention of protecting their camp, had placed in position 
some heavj’- guns, and AA-itli these disputed the British advance. 

Forde halted for his gims, deployed his Infantiy, .and took up a 
position from Avhich he could, at a moment’s notice, make a dash 
on his enemy ; tliis movement had just been completed ivlien our 
ArtiUeiy appeared ; and the British Commander ordered the 
leading Company of the Bengal Em-opean Eegiment to adA-.ance 
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Sind deliver n volley ; ivlieii tlie enemy lied, leaving his camp and 1758. 
remaining gnus in onr po.^ses.'^ion. The British Army now 
liotly jnir.'^ned the French, who, throwing away their arms, fled 
-or gave themselves nj) as prisoner.s of war. 

The loss of the l^rcnch was (5 Ollicers and 80 men killed or 
mortally wounded, and tl Ofiicers and 70 men made prisoner.s 
•or wonnded; all these hclonging to the French European 
"“Battalion of India;” 8*2 brass cannon, .50 tumbrils and other 
■carriages, 7 mortars, 8000 draught hnllocks, and all the camp 
Cfjijijiage fell into onr hands. Of the British, Cajitain Adnet 
-and 1.5 men of the Bengal European Bcgimcnt. were killed, -1 
■Onicers and 80 men wonnded, amongst the latter Mr. Johnson 
— jiolitieal Oflicer — serving as a volunteer with the Grenadier 
•Company of the Bengal Europeans ; and about 100 men of the 
Bengal Native Infantry were killed or wonnded. 

Captain-Lieutenant O.swald was jiromotcd to a Company in 
the Bcngjil European Bcgimcnt, vice Cajitain Adnet killed, 
and Ensign dohn NoHikins was advanced to a Lieutenancy. 

The Battle of Condore* is Justly ranked by Colonel Malleson 
amongst “ the Decisive Battles of India,” for it was a battle 
•between the English and French for siijireniacy in India. 

The Hindoos, the prehistoric owners of the Indian soil, are, 

-and ever have been, a subservient i-ace : mild, faithful, and 
•obedient, hut unfitted physically to govern or command. The 
I^Iahomcdans had conquered the Hindus, and reigned over the 
land until the rortugucse, the Dutch, the Danes, the English, 

:and the French aiipearcd njion the scene as rivals. The 
Portuguese, the Dutch, and the Danes were few in number, 
and, although they at one time held considerable possessions 
in India, were soon eclipsed by the English and the French, 
who stood face to face, aspimnts for the supreme power. 
These nations could not both govern India; the iveakcr must 
•succumlj absolutely. In Europe a iieace would be a matter of 
* I'or rciiuirks on tlic decorntioa “ Coiidore ” see Appendix / 
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1758. treaty, but in India one of the rivals must retire, and the con- 
queror remain supreme. Oondore was one of the test battles 
which declared victoiy to be in the ascendant for the British; 
on account of their superior generalship, and the comnge and 
perseverance of their troops. 

For this ascendancy England is indebted, on this occasion, to 
Forde’s generalship, and to the fortitude, endurance, and valour of 
the Bengal European Regiment — the only British Regiment 
employed bn this Campaign. 

Colonel Forde’s success was due to the masterly precision of 
his strategic movements. Forde intended that the French Com- 
mander should fall into the trap of hurling his Europeans at our 
red-coated Sepahis, whilst the Bengal Europeans were lying in 
wait to drop down on their hostile flank. Forde hnew that his 
* Native Battalion could not hold its own against the French 
Europeans, and that, retreating, it would be. pursued by the 
French Cavalry, thus leaving the Bengal Europeans to measure 
its strength against the French European Battalion alone; that 
the former would be the victors he had no doubt, seeing that the 
French Regiment would be taken at a complete disadvantage. 

Condpreformed onlyapart — an essential one it is true — of our bril- 
liant successes in the Northern Gircars ; and, considered politically, 
it marked the first step in the decline of French power in India, 
as oijposed to that of the British. 

The Cavalry under Anandraz were employed as scouts ; and 
oitr 1st Battalion of Sepahis was dispatched in pursuit of the 
enemy, followed by the rest of the Native Infantry ; Forde coming 
December 10th, last with the Bengal European Regiment and Bristol’s 
1758. Artillery. Our advanced force reached Rajamundri 
on the morning of 10th December and occupied the tOAvn ; the 
French having vacated it on our approach. 

Several pieces of Artillery and a large quantity of ammunition, 
as well as many hundreds of bullocks, were found in the Fort ; 
tliesc were reserved as prize — ^undcr the terms of the treaty with 
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Aiiandvilz. On tlie same day that mir troops entered Rajamundri 1758. 
a party of the French fugitives were seen crossing the river Bath a 
quantity of stores, 4 field-pieces, and a hondtzer, Avhich they n^ere 
landing on the opposite hank. 

No time was lost in dispatciiing a iiarty in pm’suit of the fugitives. 
Under cover of the Fort guns, lately captured from the enemy, 
boats B'ere manned and sent across the river, on seeing -which the 
French, completely demoralised, left their guns and stores on the 
bank an easy prey to the British. 

December nth, Fordo -was now anxious to push on as quickly as 
1758. possible to Mussulipatam — the principal Fortress and 
totvn in the Northern Circars — -where it was evident the French 
Army tvould attempt to make a desperate resistance, and gain 
time for the arrival of reinforcements. 

General Conflans had not tvaited the result of the Battle of 
Condore. As soon as he found he had been outtvitted by Forde 
he hurried from the field towards Rajamnndri, protected by a 
body of French Cavalry and Artillery tvith 4 field-guns, and next 
morning, December 12th, he reached the Fortress of Mussuli- 
patani, instructing, en rojtte, all his outpost Commanders to follow 
him as quickly as possible. 

Forde B’^as unable to pursue, his treasure being completely 
exhausted. Six thousand pounds only had been brought in his 
treasure-chest from Bengal, as arrangements had been made Avith 
Anandraz that he should supply his proportion of the expenses of 
the campaign immediately after the capture of Rajamundri. Of 
the £6000, £2000 had already been lent by Forde to Anandraz 
for his current expenses. This Chief's crafty policy became no-^v 
apparent. Anandraz -ndshed to drive the French from his terri- 
tories, but being unequal to the task, he induced the English, under 
false pretences, to undertake the hazardous work, hoping aftex-nurds 
to starve out the victors and derive the benefit of their conquests 
for himself. 

Forde was -waiting at Rajamundri for the funds which Anan- 
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IVoS. (Irrtz liiul proinipcd, and wore now dm; under the treaty; hnt 
Anandraz sent inct-'seiifiers paying lie was still tending his 
wounded and performing funeral services over his dead ; so Fordo, 
hoping against liojic that the wily Native would he shamed info 
fulfilling his part of the treaty, crossed t he Godaveri. 

Our Commander Avas eager to follow up his victory before 
the French should have time to recover their defeat or obtain 
December 2Cth, reinforcements from PomUcheiry ; hut the Faja neither 
17!>8. moved nor sent funds ; so Fordo, much to his disgust, was 
obliged on the 2()th December to recross the river; upon whi<;h, 
Anandraz, thinking that Forde was returning to punish him for 
his perfidy, fled with his troops to the hills, where they concealed 
themselves. 

The dilemma Avas serious; for the French had for some time 
been besieging ^ladras, bringing the credit of the British to a Ioav 
ebb in the provinces, and Forde, Avithout money, Avas unable to 
prosecute his Avar. lie, therefore, left a small force to protect 
Eajamundri and marched to a place called Peddapore, about 
10 miles from Oondorc, and there entrenched himself. 

17o0. On hearing the state of aftiiirs Avith Forde, Mr. AndrcAS’S, Avbo 
had been sent from ^Madras to arrange terms Avith the Kaja. 
came to Fordc’s assistance, lending him £2000, and then pro- 
ceeding to Anandi-az’s hiding-place, Avhich he reached on 15th 
.January, 1759. 

The Raja ignored the former treaty — Avhich he said he had signed 
under a misapprehension — and ^Ir. AndrcAVs Av'as constrained 
January 15th, make a sujudementary treaty by AA-hich Anandraz 
1759. agreed “ that AvliatcA'cr sums the Rajah should furnish " 
“ should be considered as a loan, and that the rcA’cnues of all ” 

the districts south-Avest of GodaA’Ciy A\dnch might be reduced ” 
“ should be equally divided betAA'cen the East India Company ” 
“and the Rajah.” This arrangement completed, Anandraz 
marched to join Forde’s camp, IniA’ing agreed to assist the British in 
their attack on hlussulipatam ; at the same time paying on account 
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£800, and giving bills for £(5000 more, payable in 10 days. 1759. 

• Preparations were now made for a general advance : Bristol, with 
his European ArtilleryiRen and a portion of the Bajalfs troops, 
being left in command of the Fort of Eajamnndri, where a depot 
was formed for onr stores, sick, and wonnded. 

Elnr, a town nearly midwaj’^ between Rajamimdri and 
!Mnssnlipatam, was reached on (5th Fcbrnaiy; the French soldiers 
February 0th, "’ho had garrisoned this place haAyng been wthdrawn 
1<.)9. Py 0onfl;ins as he was rctiriiig from Condore. Plere 
Forde nnwillingly halted for Anandraz, bnt the delay enabled 
him to detach a force to seize the French factory and town of 
Narsurpore, situated on an island in the Delta of the Godaveri. 

On the approach of onr troops the Narsnrpore gan-ison of 100 
French soldiers and 400 Sepahis made their escape by water, 
and joined the French “Army of Observation,” under I)n Eochcr. 
composed of 200 Europeans and 2000 Sepahis, encamped about 
30 miles from Elur, tuid watching Forde’s movements. 

The British detachment captured several guns and a large 
qnantitv of stores at FTarsxii'pore, after which it returned 
to Elur, where it joined the headquarter camp of the British 
Army. 

On the 1st >Iarch Colonel Forde commenced his advance 
on IMussiilipatam, x\.nandi-az having by this time rejoined; the 
Zamindar of Narsnrpore, a witness to onr success, also joining Forde 
with InOO men. On the 3rd the British Army crossed the lake of 
INbircli Nolar, at this season little more than a swamp, and on the (ith 
1759. arrived before the Fortress of !Mussnlipatam, which stands on an 
inlet about 14 miles from the sea. The south face of the Fort, 
resting on this inlet, is upwards of 500 yai-ds wide, rendering it 
practically unassailable. The three other faces of the Fortress are 
surrounded by swamps, varying in depth from 3 to 18 feet. The 
shape of the Fort was an irregular parallelogram, about 800 yards 
in lencrth and 500 in breadth : and on the outline of the works 
were 11 bastions, connected by curtains, the whole suiTounded 
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1751). by a l)rnii(l Avot-ditc.li. The town of MiiK8uli])at!iiii is aboiil a milc- 
nnd-a-half from the Fortres.'^ to tlic noHli-wept, and connoetod Avith 
it l)y a (iauseway about 200 yards from the only giite leading intO' 
the Fortress. This gate Ava.s defended by a ravelin and earth- 
Avorks, further fit rengthenedj by a AA'ct-ditch all round. A range 
of sandhills extended on cither side of the Fortress for about a 
half-mile inland, and ajiproached to Avithin 800 yards of its Avails, 
thu.s partially commanding the Fortress, and aflording good cover 
to an attacking Arn^3^ 

Colonel Forde Avith his main force oecuj)icd the sandhill mi the- 
eastern face of the Fort, on AA'hich he erected .8 batteries, one on the 
Bouth-Avestern angle Avhich abutted on the sea, and near AA'hich our 
transports Ai'crc at anchor AA'itli stores and ammunition; a second to 
March Gtli— 25th, l^be north, and a third in the centre, about 100 A'ards in 
1759. j.Qjij. of the other tA\'o. On the tAvo Hank batteries Averc 

mounted 24- and IS-poimdcrs; and in the centre 13-, 10-, and 
18-inch mortars. These Avorks, commenced on the 7th, Avcrc not 
completed until the 25th of March. Whilst Fordo Avas construct- 
ing his batteries he received information that the French Ai'inv 
of Observation under Du Rochcr u'as threatening llajamundri.. 
Avhcrc monej’^ and much-needed supplies had arrived. 

It-Avill be remembered that Fajamundri had been left under 
the charge of Bristol ; aa'Iio had found that Avith the small force 
at his disposal it Avould be injudicious to attemjit a defence. 
He therefore sent off the sick and treasure — the former to 
Vishakpatauaiu,andtho latter to the Dutch factory at Kokanara — 
vacating Bajamundri, Avhen it AA'as immediately' occupied by the 
French. 

This moA'cment, hoAA'CA'cr judicious, iuA'olA'cd not only' the occu- 
pation by the enemy of Bajamundri, but the cutting of the Bi-itish 
communication Avith their base; and Du BochernoAv proceeded to 
threaten Auandraz’s territories. This so alai-med our Ally that he 
refused to supply Forde AA'ith further funds; and, indeed, so 
frightened Avas he at the aspect of , affairs that he actually left the 
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r.ildHli c;imn wiili nil lii.>^ t'ollowoiT niul lumrlunl lo i>r(itc<T liis 17M. 
■<i\vn tldinhiions. Hut tlli^ was imt all. Conllans, fcoliiiii: jicnVatly 
.-cotnv hi Ills fiMiijiinl jiD.-hinii. n<t\v only mnnlcd a powiaful all'/ to 
4ittaok ilu' lu’!-icjior.- in rear, and lluTcforc jdari'il liinihT'll in 
•<-omnuini(’atii«n with Salahnl .lunjj[. tlio Snhahdar of tlu; l)c::can, 
a-kinii a•-^i^talU‘c•. I’ontlans rt‘i|nc>l wa.< .“^o rcadilv ai'Ccdcd to 
that Salalmt dunp: iinimaliatcly inaivlicd to ilu: rclitf of the 
heUaiLTicnMl h'lvnidi •rarn.'on with an Arinv of 85,000 nuai. laiviii"' 

• ♦ • ' r? 

jnrviously ^(.•nt his l•(llnnlands to the Ivaja Anandnix and to the 
Zamlndar of Nar.-ui-pore to join him at once with all the troops at. 
their disposal. 

The heleaixiierino force was now in oreat ]n-rll, entirely dn'e to 
the dujdieity ainl want of eoniiioe of Anandniz. Had Fordo 
Iteeii enahled to follow up his success immediately after the 
liattle <if I'ondorc lie would have met with feehle resistance when 
he reaehed the Fortress of Miissiilipatam : hut the delay h:id 
ciiahled ('oiidaus to materially streiiglhen his jiositioii and collect, 
his troops, so that he had now at his disposal a larger and stroiiiier 
force than the hcsiciri-rs. N’otwithstaiidinj>; these disadvantages 
the llriiish kept tip a eoniimioiis lire from their hatteries, doing 
<MMisidenihle injury to the forlilicatioiis ; hut the eiieniv were 
Usually aide to rejiair at night the damage of the day: our 
mortars, however, destroying and setting on fire seveml im- 
portant hitiidings in the Fortress. 

Such was the state of allairs when, on the :i7th March, 
information was received that Salalmt dung had arrived within 
three day.-’ journey of ^Mtissulipatam. 

Ihit Forde's eiiji of difliculties and dangers wavS not yet full, for 
4111 iiieideiit iio'w oeeurred which to a weaker mind would liavc 
jindjahlv proved fatal. Dis.sitisfaetion had been showing itself 
suiiongst the troops, on account of their not having received their 
prize-money. Tt was perfectly true that the prize-money liad been 
retained by Forde; and, moreover, the soldiers had a grievance, in 
that all the prize was, by usage, the solo property of the captors. 
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1750. -whilst the Company had ruled that a moiety -svas to he reserved 
for the Government. 

It Avas under these circumstances that the troops determined to 
make a stand for -what ‘they considered their just rights. Now 
Forde was not a communicatiA'e man, and had not made knoAAii 
to the soldiers the discouraging intelligence that he Avas hard 
pressed for money Avith AA’hich to supply their daih' rations ; that 
lie and all the Officers had giA'cn up their priA'ate money to buy 
food for the troops; and that, finally, the prize-money had been 
borroAved from the treasure-chest to supply the Army Avith the 
necessaries of life. The dissatisfaction, hoAvcA'cr, broke into open 
mutiny ; the Euroiieans of the force threatening to march aAvay 
if their demands Avere not conceded. 

F orde kneAv that the men had a grievance, and Avas prepared to 
acknoAA'Iedge it ; so, telling them to nominate a certain number 
of deputies to represent their grievances, he met them Avith 
much tact and judgment, and treated them AAnth consideration and 
kindness. He made them acquainted for the first time Avith 
the true position ; and told them that money AA’-as on its Avay 
from Bengal, and that as soon as it should arrive the arrears of jiay 
• and prize-money should he distributed ; at the same time assuring' 
them that he Avould recommend to the Government that it should 
relinquish its moiety of the prize in consideration of the dangers, 

' difficulties, and priA^ations the troops had so loyally endured. 

The men, more than satisfied, Averc delighted ; and the siege- 
AA'as prosecuted AA'ith increased ardour. 

But AA'liilst Forde’s master mind had been employed in OA'cr- 
coming AA'hat foreboded a serious disastei', he had disjiatched 
hir. Johnson to Anandraz — noAv en route to his oaati territories — 
to point out to him that he Avas exposing himself to great danger 
by separating himself from his alliance AA'ith the British. He 
iM.areli t^8th— April 1st, could not, ohserA'cd Forde, hope to escape from 
the clutches of both Salahut Jung and Du Rocher, 
hut, I'eturning to his allegiance and joining in the attack on 
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Mussulip-.itnm, he weuM.ns .soon n.s the Fortrc.«s rctluecd, hove 1759 
nil the conntennnei! mul .‘Support, of the Briti.^h. Anniulraz, more 
frii^hteiieil at Fonlo'.*! alternative than at the jtrospect of Du 
Bocher atlaekinir his terril<jrie.s rctttrned : and under in.'^truetions 
received from Forde occupied the town of Mussulipatum, now 
entirely denuded of the encinyV tnmps. 

l^ordeV next move was to place him.-^clf in eomnumieation with 
Falahut dunir. tml with any hope of j^ainin;; him over, hut simjdy 
to delay his march, so that he could deliver his assault before 
i^alahut eotdil arrive; and with this view he prop(»sed that Salahut 
.luuu: should consent to receive a British envoy at his camj) in 
order that he miLtht he made acqiniinted with I'orde's propo.sals. 
This Salahut accepted, informimr Forde that he woidd remain at 
Bai7AV;ira until the <;nvoy arrived. 

Forde was now ihuermineil to make his a.ssatilt without delay; 
the more so, a^ he had just been informed that the ammunition 
for his heavy ;j:ims would not last more than two days. 

The plan of attack was as follow.*: — Durinjj; the whole of the 
7th Ajiril FonlcV hatterie.- were to pour a contimious fire on the 
fortifications, in the hope that they would efiect some breaches by 
which our troop-, could assault ; he wotild then carry the I'''ortress 
April Otli. -‘^tonu. But, tfi juislcad the enemy as to the real point of 
175;'. attack, c.ml to prevent him from making repairs, our fire was to 
be directed equally against all the bastions. Anandraz’s force wa.s 
ordered to attack the entrenchments at the end of the causeway 
near(\-t to the Fort, not in the hope that they would be able to storm 
the gate, but tlnit they would employ the enemy in that direction. 

Forde resolved to direct his main as.sault on the north-cast 
bastion, A, and at the same time to make a demonstration against 
the south-west angle of the Fort, J. For this latter ])urpose, 
Captain Kno.x was to be sent with a .strong body of rcd-coatcd 
Sei)ahis, who were, whilst making what was intended as a feint 
only, to efiect tin entrance if practicable. There was a dec]> 
swamp round this angle of the Fort which was supposed to be 
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1759. impaspiiWc; but Fordo bad iisccrtiuncd that at (be obb tide, due 
about (uidnigbt, a passage cotdd be cffcc-tcd. If, therefore^ Kuox 
could })asp tbe swamp uuporccived be uiiglu Ibid tbis part of tlie 
enemy’s po.sition un])rotected, and cflcct an easy entrance. The 
jiortion of tbe Britisb Army to make the main altueU — on wliidi 
tlic sucees.s or failure of tbe enterprise depended — was formed 
into three divisions under Cajitain Callender* and consisted of 
312 men of tbe Bengal Eurojican Begiment, 30 Artillerymen, 30 
sailors, and 700 Sopabis; of tbe three Divisions No 1 was com- 
posed of the Grenadier Comjiany of the Bengal ICnrojieans, and 
tbe Grenadier Companies of the Sepabi Battalions with some 
Artillery, Captain Fischer commanding; No. 2 Division consisted 
of the other 4 Companies of tbe Bengal Europeans, and 50 sailors 
under Captain Yorkc ; No. 3 Division being formed from (be 
remainder of the Sepabi Battalions, under Captain Maclean. 

The various parties were all under arms at 10 p.m. on tbe 7th 
April 7tli, April, and as some extra time would be reipu’red by Captain 
1759. Ivnox to cflcct tbis passage across the swamp, be was directed 
to start somewhat earlier than tbe storming party — and to main- 
tain absolute silence. 

Colonel Fordo ordered that the grand assault should be made at 
midnight, and each Commander was to commence operations when 
be should bear tbe big gong of the French Fortress strike twelve 
o'clock. 

Tbe main attacking pai'ty was drawn up in readiness to march, 
but was delayed on account of the incomprehensible absence of 
their Commander, Captain Callender, who was nowhere to be 
found ; and, consequently, Captain Fischer was appointed to com- 
mand tbe main attack. 

Captain Callender was an Officer of the Madras Army who had been sent 
to the Northern Circars hy the Madras Connell with orders to assume 
Military Command should the Bengal troops succeed in driving the French 
from the Province. It appears that the Madras Government were fearful lest 
the Northern Circars should be annexed “ by the gentlemen of Fort William" 
to the Bengal Presidency. 
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All WHS now vciuly Avlien, in the stillness of the night, the hig 1759. 
•gong tolled ont the expected .signal. 

Captain Knox was now heard to open fire towards the south- 
Avest corner of the Fort, O])posite the bastions, I and J, and 
Anandraz, Avith his troops, immediately rnshed along the canscAvay 
firing in all directions and making a terrible noise, Avhich 
speedily attracted the attention of tbc garrison, many of whom 
rnshed to defend the entrance gate, F. 

The absence of Captain Callender cansed some slight delay, so 
that the centre DiA-ision was not qnitc \ip to time. They had 
struggled manfnlly through the mud and water, but their progress 
Avas more impeded than aided by their haste : for they heard the 
firing ahead Avhilst thirsting to take their share in the assault. 
Captain Fischer’s, the centre, DiA’ision first readied the breach, A, 
and charged up the incline; Captain Yorke's on his right and 
Captain INIaclcan’s on his left, both replying to the fire Avhich 
Avas being poured on the centre part j’- from the bastions, N and B. 

Fischer’s party had now gained a footing in the breach, Yorke’s 
folloAA'ing close behind ; and togetlicr they found themselves on the 
April 8tli, ramparts, Avhen, turning sharply to tlicir left, they charged 
1759. ^nd captured the St. John’s bastion, N, thus leaving the 
way clear for !Maclean’s Sepahis, Avho, quickly folloAdng, scaled the 
Avails. Fischer, elated Avith his success, charged along the ramparts 
on the north face of the F ortress, and, capturing the tAvo bastions, B 
and C, pushed tOAvards the ravelin beyond the second bastion, 

C, commanding the canscAvay Avhere Anandraz Avas making his 
demonstration. Fischer, looking OAmr the inmparts, shav a large 
body of French Europeans in the ravelin, Avhich Avas separated 
from the Fortress by the large heavily-ironed main gate ; he 
seized the opportunity, and, Avithout a moment’s hesitation, ran 
along the rampart and dropping doAAm close to the gate, E, closed 
nnd fastened it on the inside, thereby completely isolating the 
French soldiers, noAv uselessly employed in aAARiting Anandraz’s 
'expected attack. 



90 


’rHK STOUM or mussultpatasi. 


1759. Fischer, now rcfnniing toward.-^ llic Cliurcliyanl h.'islioii, C, 
was to his aniazcineiit, confronted hy Captain Callender; who, 
Avithout in any Avay accounting for Ins ahsence, claimed the 
command by A’irtne of his seniority. This Avas accorded, and the 
party moA’cd on; hut immediately ;iftcrA\'ards Captain Callender 
AA'as struck by a bullet AA'hich killed iiim on the spot, and Cajitain 
Fischer again assumed the conunand. 

We AA'ill nOAA' turn to Captain Yorke’s No. 2 DiA'ision. Avhich, 
taking the direction of the south or riA'cr face of the Fort, Avith 
the intention of sAA’ceping along the ramparts on the cast face, 
captured the St. John's and Dutch bastions, N and INf, at the 
point of the bayonet.. Captain IMonin, accompanying Yorke’s 
Division, secured a light field-piece, near the Dutch bastion. M, 
AA’hich AA’as noAV hi'ought to bear Avith terrible elfect on the enemy,. 
croAvding the ramparts in front. Yorke had not jirocccdcd far 
AA’hen he, observing a body of French soldiers advancing toAvards 
him along a road bcloAV the ramparts, descended Avith a fcAv of 
his men, and bravely seizing the French Officer in command, 
told him the Fortress had fallen and jicrcmptorily ordered the 
April 8tli, pi^vty to surrender. They, obeying AA-ithout resistance, A\-crc 
1759. disarmed and sent under escort to the “ Camelion” battery, 
A, Avhich had been captured early in the assault. Yorke iioaa' 
continued to moA'C along the loAA’cr road, AA’herc he had cajiturcd 
the French party, under considerable annoyance from one of the 
batteries above, from Avhich a hot fire Avas poured on the British 
beloAv. Yorke turned to attack them, Avhen they gave a final 
A’olley of musketry and, immediately aftei'AA'ards surrendering as 
prisoners of Avar, Avere disarmed and sent to join their felloAV 
prisoners in the “ Camclion ” battery. Full of excitement at his 
success, Yorke pushed on to the “Francois” battery, L, at the 
south-east angle of the Fort: but, as he approached, some of his 
men, passing near an “ expense ” magazine, raised a cry that there- 
Avas a mine under their feet. The cry quickly attracted the 
attention of the Avhole party, aa’Iio, calling out “ a mine, a mine,” 
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ili’d in tlu! dirotnion along tlin nunijarls. Yorkc was ]7r)9. 

tmiouH at seeing tliat tlu' .‘inocof:^ of his last niovcinc’nt wis placed 
in peril through this tolly, which was rapidly developing into a 
panic, rn^hed with his Olliccrs after his men. and sj»ecdily over- 
taking some t>t those who had served with him in TI.M. .30th. 
sneeeedod in persuading them that it was a false alarm. TIic party 
hereuiam formed up and <'harged the bastion, L. Yorkc leading,, 
with a tlrnmmer «m each sidi* playing the Gnmadier march. Jhu 
\pri! S(],. the delay had enabled the defenders to place a Held-piecc in 
pfwition: and when the party were within a few yards of the 
ha “-t ion a citarge of gniju* was ponred on them, which killed the 
two drummer hoys and sevei-.d of onr jnen, wounding many 
others, including Yorke. siiot through both thighs Yorke s partv 
now retreated, carrying their wotmded to the *• C.'inielion 
Iiastion. 

Conflans during this time nas at the Magazine, protected by 
the (trenadier (.'oinpany of tin* French European I’attalioii; 
and made cniifiision nnire eonfonnded bv issuing eontradietorv 
orders, liased on the exaggenited reports which were con- 
stantly reaching him. He appears to have comjdctcly lost his 
head, and given himself U]> to de.-pair; and now receiving a 
rejtort from his principal Olliccrs that all his hattcric.- had been 
captnred, sent an oilioer to Forde, whf> was giving his orders 
from the .'^t. .lohn's battery, otTering to capitulate on hononr:d)!e 
terms. 

When this message was iV<-eived Forde had just learnt tk't 
his atnmmiition was nearly expended, but he, nevertheless, repir ' 
that he would make no terms; the .surrender must be ab-Yr." ' 

April Sth, discretion, and if the g:irnson continued ts “ ~ 

1759. resistance be would put them to the sword. The 
that Conflans surrendered the Fortress u.nconditiorrYj- 
firing uo^v ceased, and at dayhrcjik the English c — 
jtrisoners on the panide-ground, and jjiactng tht-m rr:-'-- ■' ^ 

of 100 Eurn]>eans and :300 .Sepahis, r.-rrh -J. field-tccr-S-' 
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AO. iliig was hoisted on the stafV, and the Fortress and town of 
i\Inssnh’))atam passed over, liy con(]nest, on the morning of tlic 
8th April, to tlie East India (.’onijiany." 

The Britisli Army took prisoners 91 European Oflicors and 
Civil Servants of the French Company; -109 European soldiers; 
and 2587 French Sepahis. 

The French returns showed that 118 French European soldiers 
were killed, and that the Bi'itish captured 120 ])ieccs of heavy 
Ordnance. 

Of the Bengal European llegiment, Cajitain Moltimorc and one 
Lieutenant — name unknown — were killed : Cajitain Yorkc was 
severely wounded ; and Captain Callender c)f the Madras Service 
— doing duty — was killed. 

The total loss of the British was 22 Eurojicans killed 
nnd (12 wounded ; and of the Sepahis, 50 killed and 150 
wounded. 

Lieutenant Thomas llobcrtson was promoted to a Comjiany, 
i’L‘« Moltiniorc, and Ensign John Matthews, and Francis Cozens 
to the two vacant Lieutenancies in the Kegiment. 

Five Districts held to be amongst the most valuable posses- 
sions of France in the East Indies, with an annual revenue 
of £100,000, were wrenched from her and henceforward became 
jjossessions of the East India Company. 

iSalabut Jung, six days after the capture of ^lussulipatam, signed 

* Colonel Broome, in his “ Rise and Progress of the Bengal Arinj’,’’ p. 
■241 , says ; — 

“ When the whole attendant circumstances are considered — the numerical ” 
■“ superiority of the enemy, the strength of the place, and the disadvantages ” 
• “ under which the English force was labouring, as also tlie great importance ” 

■“of the conquest — few achievements on Indian record can be compared” 
“with this brilliant affair, which is surely deserving of commemoration.” 
“And it is to be hoped that the corps, still in existence, which were” 
“ employed in that assault may, even at this late date, receive the distinction ” 
■“so justly due, and be permitted to emblazon the word ‘ MussuHpatam 
•“ on their colours and appointments. These corps are the Koj^al Artillery, ” 
■“ the 1st Bengal European Fusiliers, and the 1st Regiment of Bengal Native ” 
•“ Infantry.” 
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:x treaty conferring on the captors the whole Circar of Mussnlipa- 1759. 
tarn with eight districts, as well as the Circar of Nizainpatanain 
and the districts of Kondavid and Wakahnannar. Ultimately 
the Emperor of Delhie, at the instance of Clive, granted the 
whole of the territory to Nizam Ali (the successor of Salahnt 
Jung), since which time it has been known as “ The Territory of 
the Nizam,” but the right of the English to these districts has 
never been questioned. 

Colonel Porde now gladly dispensed Avith the services of 
Anandraz and his troops ; but it is only just to record that the 
soldiers of his army did the Avork appointed to them dm-ing the 
siege and capture of hlussulipatam satisfactorily, scA'cral of his 
soldiers being Avounded in maintaining their position on the 
causeAA’ay AA’hich Forde had instructed them to hold. 

It must not be forgotten that the success of this campaign Avas 
in a great measure due to Clive, aa'Iio so truly estimated the value 
of the acquisition that he did not hesitate to accej)t the resj)onsi- 
bility of overruling the decision of his Council and undertaking 
the defence of the Bengal Provinces Avith so few troops at his 
disposal. CHa'O also truly estimated the A^alue of Colonel 
Forde’s* soldierlike qualities, but had even Forde been pitted 
against a French Commander of skill and com-age, he would hardly 
have attempted the siege of Mussulipatam Avith the small force 
at his disposal, but he rightly calculated on the inefficiency of 
the French Commander, Avhose only ability was shown in his 
capacity for securing his personal safety. Fully admitting 
Conflans’ incompetence, still Colonel Forde,* as Commander of the 
little besieging force in the Northern Circars, must ever rank as 
one of the first of English commanders. 

* On 14tli October, 17154, Lord Clive addressed the Chairman of the Court 
of Directors, in the following words : — 

“Pray do not forget Forde, who is a brave, meritorious, and honest" 

“ Officer. He was offered a Jaghire by the Subah of the Deccan, but ' 

“ declined taking it upon terms contrary to the interest of the Company.” 
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.M). After tlic Ciijiture of the Fortress nf Miisstilipiitiun the ]h•it^^h 
Army in tlic Northern Cirenrs wns hniken np, nml the flight 
Wing of the Bengal Eurojieiin Beginumt returned to its own 
Fresideney. 


Gcnirol Ilcjircucis. — ChajiUf IV. 

^lalteson'K '‘Decisive Itnttles of linliii.” 

I’roceedinjTs of the Bengal Council, 17f)'S-o9. 

Mill’s “ British Indio.” 

^lallesou’s “llistoiy of the French in Indio" 

Broome’s “ History of the Bengnl Army.” 

Williams’s “Bengal Infantry.” 

Amber’s “ Rise and Progress of Ilritish Power in India.” 
.Fast India Calendar. 

I'rc., &e. 
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tTivf tnardics afpiiust Simh AUini. jiml ftivoes him to Haise the Siege of 
Tatiia— Invasion of liongal by the Dutch— I'he iS’aval Fight against the Dutcli 
in tlm river llugli — Colonel Fordc defeats the Dutch laud forces at Ridem — 
Clive protects the Dutch from the threats of the Xawab — Jlajor Caillaud 
.assumes command of the Army in Hengal — Colonel Clive proceeds to 
Fiigland. 17G0. 


UllING Fcbnmry, Clive received an earnest 

a))j)eal from tlic Nawab Mir J’afar for British 
advice, assistance, tind troops. 

The Shah-zada — Sliah Alam — who had rebelled 
ug-ainst his fjither, Alam Ohir Sain, the Emperor of 
Fcbnian-. Hindustan, succeeded in collecting a numerous Army ; at the 
17.00. hctul of which he wa.< jnarehing with the avowed intention of 
invading the territories of the Nnwai> Mir J'afar. Shah Alum 
had oll’ercd (Tive large rewards for the countenance and support 
of the British in his undertaking; but was informed that any 
nltem])t to set at defiance the autiun-ity of the Emperor, or 
any attack on the territories of our Ally, ^lir J’afar, would be 
resented by our Government. Co))ies of this correspondence were 
forwarded to the Nawab Mir J^ifar, who was informed that we 
were jn-ejjaring to march to his assistance ; and. to this end, Olive, 
February S.'itli, "'ith all his available force, left Calcutta on the 25th 
1759; February. He took Avith him the five Companies of the 
Bengal Eurojican Kcgiment left at Calcutta and Chandornagore 
when the i-i<rht wine of the Kcgiment Avent to the Avar in the 
Northern Circars, 100 European Artillery, and 2500 Sepahis. 
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.17.0!). Calcutta .nml Cliaiidcni.'ifforc wore Jiow 'rarrifioned by tlic j^ick 
and recniits of the Bengal European Bcgiinent, a few gunner.‘», gome 
lately-raised Sepaln levies and the Calcutta Militia and Vohintecr.s. 

The British force, on reaching Mnrshedahad on the 8tli of 
March, was joined by the NawabV Army, under Mir J’afarV 
eldest son, Miran, and on the 9th of A]»ril the united forco.s 

April, arrived before P.atna, to find that Sli.ah Alatn, who had 

1759. been vigorously assaulting that city, had raised the siege 
on hearing of the near approach of Clive's Army. 

Shah Alam had been reinforced byM. Law and hisErenchmcii; 
but his Army, composed of men of dilfcrent natiojialitie.s and 
conflicting interests, had become so demondised, that vShah Ali'un 
was forced to take refuge within the territories of the Haja of 
Bundelkund, 

Clive, having repaired the defcncc.s of ]^ltna, injured during 
the late siege, now cleared the country of the remnants of Shah 
Alam’s rebel Army, and brought into .subjection .‘fcvcnd potty 
Chiefs in arms against the Nawab; returning before the end of 
April to Patna. Here he left a detachment under Captain 
Cochrane, composed of one Company of the Bengal European 
Battalion ; a detail of Artillery with two field-pieces ; and five 
May-Tune, Companies of Sepahis; and, retracing his steps, reached 
1759. Calcutta with his main fox’cc early in June. 

In reward for these services Clive received .sonxethiii" more 
than expressions of gratitude : Mir J’Afar presenting him with 
the Zamindari of those districts south of Calcutta which had 
previously been rented to the East India Comjxany, and the 
income of which was £30,000 per anniun. These rents were 
afterwards a subject of contention between Clive and the East 
India Company. 

Notwithstanding the many advantages that the Nawab iklii" 
J’afar had derived from his alliance noth the English, he would 
gladly have thrown off the restraint which their protection 
imposed on his actions. 
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lie lr.ul Im (•!) ('oinjii llvil to»ii~\w liravtly on his <Avn re.-^ourrc'.s,!!.^ 
Hi'!! ;t‘. nn Ih<»^r «if h)!' frii'inls. th.nl tlir latter writ* iH'intr alicamtod 
treni him; whil*'! tin* trade f»f hi*- eonutrv was heiiiL^ seridusly 
jn'i'jisdir* (1 hy th*- ‘-ajH-rior advat»!j»;;ek which he hail hccu forrnd 
:<» i^r.ait to hi*- ('ahaittn jiatr^n*:; and hif- reventii ** had heen 
uji.r! piped ;<> Diahh- hint ti< meet the rlaiiii*- roiiotantly falliiip 
dm* tuidi-r hi- tnatli-*^ with the ('ntuieil. ('live liail foreed Mir 
.r.afnr (u ii-el iltat tin* pafnmape 1,5 the Briti.-h wim es.^ential to 
hi- M r V « \i-!<-iie'* ; a -tale of tlinddotii from which the Xawah 
V. tmld pladly have i-taaileijiated hitie-elf. I’llt how wa- tin- to In: 
<-!!*' rted 'fhe h'lvurh h:id heejj reiulered }n^\verle^M hv the lo.-s 
of ih< ir ]>'i‘-*e‘.-!ui)- nt (’litindenta;xore ; the l)iitch hail not at aii\' 
time hei'U -tidieieiitly jniwi-rful to render material a-'i-ianee, and 
much of th' ir trade, hy rea-on of the many eonees.-ions cnmpcllod 
hv till* Briii-h. had jia*-ed out of their hand«. 

lint tin- Ifnteli. tlmneh efVete in Ilenptl. were pmvi'rftd abroad ; 

''~~.Te.Jy, and their Apent at ( 'hin-nnih had applied to the Dutch 
I'*'.'. (hivenioj of Hata'.ia — the capital of the Dutch eolonie.s in 
the Ka-t— to jin jian* a powerful annament, which, he repre.^ented, 
if hisided iti IS'-jipd woidd i-nahle them to wre.-l tin* paninmnnt 
plover from tlo* llriii-h. and plan* it in their own hand,*^. 

'riii*' -elieii)'* had l>e<*n -eeivtly Mihmitted to the Xawah, and 
a- far ha* ); a- Xovi-niher, 17.'i.‘<, then: had hecn an nndcretandinp 
that it shotdd he c ariTied into efleet a.*^ soon a*; pnieticahle. Then 
e.une the threatened inv.a-ion liy Shah Aliim, when Mir .Tafar 
va- compelled to -ei'K* the n-'-i-tance of the British to enahle him 
to protect hi- menaced provinee*i; hut tiow. this difiiculty 
oveieome, the Xawali re-opened negotiations with the Dutch. 

f'live laid loiip Ml^Jteeted that Mir trahir had entertained 
hostile proposition- from the Dutch, and In: was conlirmed in hi.s 
-n-'pieion- when in Atipnst a Dnfeh vessel with a nnndter of 
Atietrl, Mtilav Mtldicrs arrived in the river llnpH. Clive at once 
IT.v.i, informed the Xawah and solicited instrnetions ; when the 
latter prohihiled the landing of the troojis, and desired the Dutch 

I . -51. 
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1759. Grovernoi’ at Chinsurali to co-operate witli the English forces and 
prevent the landing of any foreign soldiers whatever. 

To allay suspicion, the Dutch Governor informed the Nawab, 
that the vessel causing such needless alarm had been driven into 
the river by stress of weather whilst on her way to Nagapatanam, 
and that she was merely taking on board supplies before 
proceeding on her voyage. 

Notwithstanding these plausible assurances, Olive remained on 
the alert. He posted troops in the Fort on the river, with 
instx'uctions to board all suspicious craft, and, if necessary, detain 
them. A few days after, a Dutch boat containing 18 Malay 
soldiers was captured at “ Charnock’s Battery.” Under Olive’s 
orders the prisoners were i*eturned to their sliips which soon put 
to sea 5 but Clive was now fully convinced, not only that the 
Dutch intended to land troops, but that the Nawab was playing 
into their hands. 

In October, 1759, Mir J’afar came to Calcutta, avowedly to 
October, pay his respects to Clive ; but in reality to be near at hand, 
1759. as the Dutch Governor had infoi-med him that he was now 
prepared to strike. 

During the Nawab’s visit to Calcutta seven Dutch war vessels 
filled with troops arrived at the mouth of the I'iver Hugh. There 
could now be no doubt of their hostile designs. The Nawab 
assumed an air of injured dignity, declaring his intention of 
driving the whole of the Dutch from the country, and for this 
avowed purpose proceeding Avith his camp in the direction of the 
Dutch settlement of Chinsurah; but halting on his road at a place 
called Kojah Wuzeed’s Garden, he summoned the Dutch Agents 
to Avait upon him and receive his orders. The conference does 
November, not appear to have been of a hostile nature, for on the 
1759. Agents going through tlie fonn of promising that the ship.s 
of AA^ar should be sent aAvay as soon as the season permitted, the 
Nawab granted them some coveted privileges previously denied, 
thus clearly proving that he bore no enmity toAvards tliem. But 
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:hi' Du'ol) in plnfcoi fi4;5n;r flt’j>tirinrc, moved funJicr 17.V. 

jip the rivrr. niid ionded cnmi" m' tludr ironjif-; wliilst at (lie Hiune 
titnc ndirddi- infurmntiun nomlo'd (’nirtjttn tliat fhe Dutcli Agontf* 
wt n* ftdt'-Iim^ Scjodiif- a! K!i'->ilid)ri>':nr, atid Pntiia. 

\vuli {!u’ ejt'.unv.'iU'a' of tin* Xawnli, 

It wa- ti'ov rvidont tlint Mir .Vnfur \vn,*- in loapitn with the. 
iinador.^, tflioim-i- t<t overthrow the jiower of the Britinlt in 

ih ti;"d ^’‘ere tr.vn‘]i:ire5tt to the fnr*si”hted (’Hvi*, who at onre 
corrfi’tly <.t)rmi*i’d that the Dutch with their jvowcrful rfjimdron 
•.votdd ntlf inju to f<irce a up the river liuirli. laud their 

; jvK<p'^. aud juaivh toward*- ('hiu'-undi; all wliich eveuluatcd he 
fort - aw. Ihit the Dutch force had uo field-ouut ; they thercfori* 
r.rranecd with their enuutrymeu nt Cliim-urah to attempt to 
+ upjdy the defieieuey hy «>dVctiu}^ a juuctinu with their main 
Army at a ;:iv<'u jioiit* ta routf. It was not nutieiptitcd 
tliat any >^eriou> opposition c<itdd he ofjVred hy the Kutrlish : for 
the Dtiteh I'hirojK-ant far otit-nuuihercd their enemy, and the 
Malay odditrs. who funned an important jiart of the Ilutch 
expedition, uen* heliev<'d to he va*^tly mpi'rior in t'ottniyo' and 
phv/npie to our Denual Sepahi*-. Tlie*;e rchenie*; ('live had to 
eonnteniet, without cau-^ino mnhrne<> at the Mnr.shedahad Court. 

The force on hoard the Dutch voFrclh* movinjr ttp the. river 
consisted of 7(1(1 hhiropcan Infantry and •‘(Ot) Maiavr, all well 
N’.ivririJxf loiiiicd and fidly-eijnipped .“oldicr.s*. At (.'hinHundi the 
17.VA Dutch had Ifid European Infantry and Artillery and a 
nurnher of !-(^ej)ahi>=, who, in the event of n Dritiph disnatcr. would 
he quickly anemented hy a jinrt, or even tlio whole, of the 
Xaw.ah'r Army. 

Tlu! Enj:lifh availahle force at or near (.'alcntta coupipted of 
men, heinp: a part of the left wing of the Bengal European 
Hegiment, and 1200 Sepahip. 

But, notwilliptanding thip dipparity in the force? of the holli- 
gerent*--, (.dive had ftdl confidence in himpclf and hi? reponree?. 
lie immediately pent orders to tlic Commanders at onr outposts 
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1759. and factories to march at once towards Calcntta -with every avail- 
able European soldier ; knowing well that though there was little 
chance of these reinforcements arriving before a blow had been 
struck ; in the event of disaster or defeat, he would have some 
27 oveniber, leserves to faU back upon. The Calcutta Militia, numbering 
1759. some 300 men, mostly Eurasians, were hastily embodied; 
and finally about 50 Volunteers, half of whom were fonned into a 
troo 2 > of Cavalry, joined the English Amiy. In addition to these 
j^recantions, a fast-sailing vessel was dispatched to inf oim Admiral 
Cornish, cruising on the Arracan coast, of the state of affairs in 
Bengal ; and urging him to sail up the river Hugh with all dispatch.. 

Clive’s next move was to prevent a junction between the 
Dutch troops on board ship and those at Chinsvrrah, for, until 
their forces should meet, their main Army was Avithout field-guns. 
But here a difficulty presented itself; England was not at war 
Avith the Dutch in Europe, so that, until the invaders should 
make some hostile demonstration, CliA'e was not in a position to 
act offiensiAmly. This difficulty Avas, hoAvever, soon removed by 
the Dutch themselves ; aa'Iao not only advanced toAAmrds Calcutta 
in defiance of remonstrances, but early in November sent a 
threatening letter to the Council, demanding that ' the British 
should forego their claim to the right of search, and that Dutch 
vessels should at all times be alloAA'cd free progress up the Hugh 
rNer. To this communication the Coimcil replied : — “ That the ” 
“ British, in retaining the right of search, Avere acting under the ” 
“ orders of the Emperor, and the instructions received from the ” 

“ Viceroy, hCr J’afar ; they, therefore, had no poAA'er to grant the ” 

“ requests of the Dutch, but proffered their services as mediators ” 
“betAveen the Dutch and the Emperor and Viceroy.” The 
November, skilled effronteiy of tins reply Avas Avorthy of Clive, and 
1759. it appears to have had the effect aa-IucIi he most desired ; 
for the Dutch Commander, irritated to a degree, Avithout deigning 
a rejdy, immediately attacked and captured several small British 
vessels lying off the Port of Fulta, and, tearing doAvn the 
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Britisli colours, tvausferrecl tljc guns and stores to the Dutch 1759. 
ships. Olive now reported the circumstances of the outrage to 
the Nawah, requesting that the insult might he avenged without 
any Native interferenee whatever. 

Just about this time Colonel Forde and Captain Knox arrived 
in Bengal from the campaign in the Northern Circars. Colonel 
Forde was at once appointed hy Clive to command all the 
Company’s Forces in the Prcsldenc)’^, and Captain Kno.x to 
command the Fort of Tannah and “ Charnock’s Battery,” both 
November, river Hugli. Forde, on assuming command, imme- 

1759. diately possessed himself of the Dutch position at 
Barnagorc, and, rapidly crossing the i-iver with a small body of 
troops, marched, under orders from Clive, direct to Chanderna- 
gore, to prevent a junction between the Dutch troops on board 
their ships and those at Chinsurah. 

During these events there were three Company’s armed ships 
lying near the mouth of the Hugli, and Clive had instructed their 
commanders to Avcigh anchor and proceed towards Calcutta to 
protect the town ; but they were \inable to comply, the Dutch 
Squadron having sailed past them. The British ships, however, 
weighed anchor and approached the enemy. 

On the 22nd of November the Dutch landed all their troops on 
the right bank of the rivei', with the evident intention of forming 
a junction with their fellow countrjunen at Chinsurah. 

Now, the Dutch invading Army having separated itself from 
its base on board ship, Clive determined to attempt to destroy 
the Dutch vessels before their Army could reach its destination 
on shore ; seeing at a glance that if he could prevent its junction 
with the troops at Chinsurah he would have the Avhole Dutch 
armament at his mercy. 

This was our Commander’s general plan of action, and, as the 
invading Army was unacquainted with the country, Clive felt 
that he would probably be able to take them at a disadvantage 
-and crush them on their march. 
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17y[).- Knox was at this time ordered to join Fordc, wl )0 liad ivitii' 
him the main Ijody of the Britisli force, and Clive at once turned 
his attention to the destruction of the Dutch fleet. 

As soon as the Dutch troops had landed; their war ships- 
di-ojipcd down the river, casting anchor at Mclanclioly Point.” 
In so doing they passed close to our three Indiainen, under cojii- 
maud of Commodore Wilson, who made as if he intended to push 
past them and sail towards Calcutta, hut the Dutch Commodore 
told Captain Wilson that if he j)crsistcd he would Are on tlm 
British ships. 

Wilson cast anchor, referring for instructions to Clive, who told 
him to demand from the Dutch Commander instant restitution of 
the British ships captured at Fidta, as well as a full apolog}' for 
the insult oficred to the British flag; and, in the event of a re- 
fusal, Wilson was instructed to attack the enemy. The demand 
November 24:tb, '"’as made as oi-dcred ; hut the Dutch Commodore 
1759. treated it ndth scorn; so, on the 24th November,.. 

Wilson weighed anchor and approached his enemy. 

Wilson had under his command onl}’- three armed merchant 
ships — the “ Duke of Dorset,” commanded by Captain Forrester ; 
the “ Calcutta,” by Ca 2 )tain Wilson ; the “ Hardwicke,” by Cap- 
tain Sampson — these ships ennying amongst them 90 guns. 

The Dutch Squadron consisted of six shijis of war. The 
“Wissingen,” 3G; the “Bleisnyk,” 36; the “ Welgeleegen,” 36;. 
the “Prince of Orange,” 36; the “Elizabeth Dorothea,” 26; 
the “ Waereld,” 26; and the “Mossel,” 16. Thus the Dutch 
Squadron was in strength double that of the English, both in. 
number of shij)s and guns. 

Captain Forrester led the British attack, bringing liis shi^)- 
alongside the “ Vlissingen.” 

It was Commodore Wilson’s intention to have brought up liis 
other two ships to assist Captain Forrester, but, the wind having 
suddenly veered round, they were unable to reach liim. Never- 
theless, Forrester engaged liis enemy with vigour, pouring on him. 
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a furious cannonade, which after a couple of hours compelled the 1759 
“ Vlissingen ” to strike. Just at this time the “ Hardwicke ” and 
November 24tli, the “ Calcutta” managed to come up, attacking two of 
1759. tlie enemy’s vessels ; but they, declining the challenge, 
cut their cables and ran ; whilst a third, in her hurry to escape, 
went ashore. Soon afterwards the remaining Dutch ships weighed 
anchor and retired from the fiorht. 

, O 

The “ Bleiswyk ” got as far as Kalpi, when she Avas captured by 
the British men-of-war “ Roj-al George” and “Oxford,” Avhich 
opportunely arrived and secured their prize whilst they were 
hastening to the protection of Calcutta. 

The Auctory Avas in every AA'ay complete. The battle had been 
fought AATth courage, skill, and judgment, and is undoubtedly 
“ Avorthy to be compared Avith the best achievements of the ” 

“ British Navy.”* 

The “ Duke of Dorset ” had ninety shots in her hull, but her 
loss in killed and Avounded Avas considerably less than that of the 
enemy. 

Clive had thus succeeded in destroying the naval base of the 
inA'ading army AAdiilst it Avas inarching to join its compatriots at 
Chinsurah, Avho, it Avill be remembered, Avere to effect a junction 
and supply the much-needed Field Artillery. 

To effect this object the Dutch Commander at Chinsui’ah 
determined to attempt to driA'e the British under Forde out of 
Chandei'nagore before their reinforcements, which had left Cal- 
cutta, could ari'Ne. 

On the eA'ening of the 23rd November the Dutch force left 
Chinsurah and, Avithout opposition, occupied a portion of the city 
November 23rd ^24th, of Chandernagore; but, next morning, Forde, Aidio • 

1759. liad been nursing his Avrath all night, advanced 

against his enemy; and it is a strange coincidence that the 
belligerents met at the same hour that Commodore Wilson AA^as 
attacking the Dutch fleet off “ Point Desolation.” 


* Malleson. 
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1759. The niimhers engaged at Chandernagore were about eq[ual ; but 
Forde had the great advantage of fighting on his own ground, and 
moreover his soldiers were used to hard knocks, whereas very few- 
of the Chiusurah troops had been previously engaged. The 
enemy were quickly driven out of Chandernagore — with the loss 
of those guns which would have been of such vital importance to 
the main Army — and thrust back into their own territory, crippled 
and disheartened. The same evening Captain Knox arrived Avith 
220 men of the Bengal European Eegiment, bringing Forde’s 
force up to 320 European Infantry; 80 European Artillerymen, 
with 4 field-pieces ; and 800 Sepahis ; as well as the small 
troop of European Volunteer Cavalry, rvell mounted and full of 
confidence. 

There were close at hand 150 of the Nawab’s Cavalry, sent 
from Murshedabad avowedly to assist Fordo, but in reality 
they were merely spies, rvith orders to allow the belligerents to 
decide the battle unaided, and then unite rvith the victors. 

Forde now learnt that the Dutch main Army, under a French 
Officer, Colonel Roussel, was expected to reach Chiusurah early 
the next morning, so he sent off .an express to Clive telling him 
November 23rd, that if he were empowered to attack the Dutch main 
1759. Army whilst cn route he believed he could utterly destroy 
them. This note rvas delivered to Clive late at night as he rvas 
playing cards with his friends. Without leaving the table he rvrote 
on the back of Forde’s letter, “Dear Forde. — ^Fight them ” 

“ immediately, Irvill send you the Order of Council to-morrow.” 

This reply reached Forde early on the morning of the 25th 
November 25tb, November, rvhen he iimnedi.ately occupied a position 
1759. selected rvith great car'c on the previous day. 

In front of this position rvas a deep, broad, irregular ravine, 
foiTning a natural strong defence ; an arid plain stretching out in 
front, across which the Dutch Army must pass. On the British 
right was the village of Bidcnn, rvliich Forde at once occupied; 
his left resting on a grove of trees in rvhich he concealed his 
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Artillery, supported l>y tlic Volunteer Ciivaliy, who had been 1765). 
instructed to take advantage of aiy confusion occasioned by our 
Artillery fire. 

Tlic cnciuy had no Cavalry, and had found it impossible to 
move their heavy ship guns across country. In European 
Infantry the Dutch vastly out-numbered the British; but they 
were deficient in every other bmneh. 

At 10 a.m. the enemy emerged ujmn the plain, when they saw 
the British Infantry drawn it]) to ojiposc their advance. Full of 
confidence they rapidly ])rcssed forward to the attack, under a 
smart nmsketry fire: but their jtrogress was checked by the 
December 26tli, ravine and a halt w.as ordered, causing confusion, of 
which Fordo look advantage by j)otjring a murderous 
shower of grape from the grove of trees. The Dutch stood their 
ground manfully for a time: then, seeking cover but finding none, 
thev were mowed down bv sections. Durinc: the hesitation our 
Infantry charged down on the enemy, struggling in the ravine, 
and, aided by the small body of Volunteer Cavahy, ])ut them to 
flight: the Nawab's Cavalry now joining in the pursuit. 

The rout soon hecame so complete that only 14 of the enemy 
succeeded in reaching their destination. The battle, tvhich is 
described as having been “ short, bloody, and decisive,” did not 
last an hour, the Dutch leaving 120 Europe.ans and 200 Malays 
killed, and 300 wounded, whilst Colonel Roussel, 14 Officei-s, 850 
Europeans and 200 ^Malays were made prisoners. The position 
of the British had been so judiciously selected that their loss was 
trifling; whereas the Dutch, in an unknomi country, fell an easy 
pi-ey to the victors.* 

*■ The following is the account given by the Dutch East India Company, 
see “ Grose’s Voyage to the East Indies,” vol. IL, p. 37G : — 

“ On the 25th, when the troops and other bands which on the 22nd before,” 

■“ were gone on shore, were, in their projected inarch, come near Chander- ” 
^‘nagore they were there met by the English; who according to their own” 
“account to the number of 1170 were posted very advantageously, and” 
“provided with a numerous ArtUler}'. No sooner were those troops come” 

■“ within cannon-shot but they were fired on by the English, and though aU ” 
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1759, Immediately after the battle Forde occupied Chinsuralv 
meeting ■with only slight resistance. 

We have here an illustration of what important events liave 
f]-eq\iently resulted from battles in which only a few hundred of 
our soldiers have been engaged. The battle of Biderra, taken in 
connection with the naval fight, is one of the most brilliant and 
important military combinations in Indian history, but is seldom 
i-eferred to by English liistorians. The power of the East India 
Company was trembling in the balance when Forde on the 22nd 
of November left Calcutta with his handful of men to fight the 
Dutch Army. The Nawab Mir J’afar had fonned an alliance 
with our enemy, in the hope that their united forces might drive 
us from the country at a time when so large a proportion of our 
Eurojiean Army ivas employed in a foreign war. But Clive was 
equal to the occasion; his cool courage, groat daring, and masterly 
strategy asserted the power of the British, and confirmed our 
supremacy in Bengal. 

The Dutch — lately so subtle, so confident, and so overbeai’ing — 
December, Row appeared as humble suppliants. The Nawab, discover- 
1759. ing Pig schemes to be rid of the British yoke had 
failed, turned upon his cinshed accomplices with vindictive hate, 
threatening them, now that they were smarting and prostrate, 
with utter annihilation ; and doubtless he would have carried liis 
tlmeats into effect, had not Clive interceded in their favour. 

Miran, who must have been close at hand watching the course 

“ the people "were extremely fatigued by a very long march, -which they -(vere 
“ obliged to make for the space of three days ; yet -with much bravery they 
“ stood the fire of the English ; and though unprovided with any Artillery 
“ marched up -with a full and steady pace to the enemy ; but meeting on 
“their way a broad deep ditch, which they were constrained to pass to avoid” 
“being destroyed by the Artillery of the English, the troops in passing that” 

“ ditch fell into some disorder ; the English taking advantage of this circum- ” 

“ stance, redoubled the fire of their Artillery and Musketry, and the disorder” 

“ already arisen being thereby increased, caused the slaughter of a part of ” 
“those troops, another part was made prisoners; and the rest were con-” 

“ strained to retire.” 
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of event."’, now nppeared on the scene with 6000 Horse, to drive 1759, 
the remnants of the Dutch fi’om their possessions in Bengal. 
Clive, on learning this, proceeded at once to Chinsurah, and seeing 
he had nothing to gain hy the extinction of the Dutch, whereas 
their i)rcscncc in Bcng.al, as dependants on the English, might in 
the future he turned to account, arranged a peace for them ^nth the 
Nawab, restored to them their factory at Chinsurah, and engaged 
that they should retain all their former privileges ; at the same 
time taking care that their wings should be clipped, so that there 
should be no fear of their appearing in the field as our rivals. 

They were to be allowed to retain in their service only 12') 
Euro})can soldiers; and they agi’ccd to pay £100,000 to the 
Briti.sh as an indemnity for the expenses of the w.ar. 

The Dutch and English Governments in Europe subsecpicntly 
appointed a mixed Commis."ion to report on all the circumstance.'^ 
connected with these afiluns ; when it was recorded by the 
Commissioners that Clive’s conduct throughout had been 
marked by a prudence, judgment, and generosity entitling him te 
unqualified commendation; and that the Dutch Naval Authorities- 
were the unprovoked aggressors. 

We must now, though unwillingly, part from Colonel Fordo r 
who, though he had never held a Commission in the Bengal 
European Ecgiment, contributed so eflcctually to its honours and 
distinction. He was serving at Madras at the time Kilpatrick 
was selected for the command of the relieving force sent to 
Bengal: and Clive hoped to permanently secure Forde’s services 
in the latter Presidency. The opportunity presented itself when 
!M.ajor Kilpatrick died ; and Clive at once applied for and obtained 
Forde’s services. He arrived in Bengal, 1758, with the ranlc of 
Lieutenant-Colonel; but the Court of Directors, for some un- 
explained reason, refused to confirm the selection. In the mean- 
time, however, Clive had appointed Forde to command the 
expedition against the French in the Northern Circars; and. 
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, 1 759. although he leamt on his return that he had been dismissed the 
Service under orders from England, he consented, at Clive’s 
earnest solicitation, to undertake the direction of the military 
operations against the Dutch. Forde had fidly demonstmted 
that he was a worthy successor to Olive, but the Court again 
decKned to confirm his appointment, and he returned to England 
a disappointed and ill-used man. It was ten years after that the 
Court of Directors realised the value of Forde’s services, when 
they attempted to make atonement by appointing him — with 
Messrs. Vansittart and Scrafton — to form a select Committee 
to supervise affairs in Bengal ; but the ship on which they were 
returning to India was supposed to have foundered at sea, for she 
was never again heard of. In the Bengal European Regiment 
Colonel Forde’s name was a household word, and his memory 
was ever held in love, honour, and respect. 

Clive, whose health was broken and constitution impaired, 
now determined to seek in England the repose he so much 
needed ; but, before leaving India, it was necessary that certain 
changes should be effected both in the Civil and hlilitary 
departments. 

The appointment of Colonel F orde not having been sanctioned, 
Major Caillaud of the Madras Service was nominated to the 
command of the Bengal Army. This Officer had performed 
distinguished services in his own Presidency, where he had 
displayed marked ability; and his selection as Commander in 
Bengal gave universal satisfaction. 

In the Civil department Mr. Holwell, the senior Member of 
Council, applied for leave to visit Europe to seek rest after the 
unparalleled hardships endured and services rendered during the 
past four years; and the services of the other Members of 
Council not being available, hli’. Vansittart — a Madras civilian — 
was appointed Governor of Bengal. 

All these arrangements having been perfected, Clive felt 
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at liluTty la h'avc Intliu; 1)ul, before doing so, he 176 'J, 
dictated llu’ cour.'O «tf aoliem to he adopted to o])posc the 
advance of the Siiar.ada Shah Alain, who Iiad again ajijieared in 
the field. 

In Deeetnher ('ajiiain Fischer landed in Bengal with the right 
wing of the B' ligrd European Keginicnt, much reduced hy the 
campaign in the Xorthorn Circar.~; hut in the jirevious October 
I’tti* reenti’.-- had joineil the headquarters, and a nuniher of 
European^. l>iiteh, Fivneh. and (tcnnans, made prisonerr at the 
I'attle of Biderr.i. were drafted to the Bcgiment, bringing it up to 
it*-' full strength. 

The fon-.- itnlered to take the field against Shah Alain 
consi*ttd of of the Bengal European Regiment; -vO European 
.■\rtnUrvmen. witli »'> field-piece.?: :md three Sepahi Battalion.?: 
under the pi r.-onal command of M:ijor Chiillaud. Tlie advance 
Hivislon smirched from Calcutta on the 2dth December under 
Cajiiain Tiiotna- Fenwick, with •whom v.-.as Catitain Jmne? .Sfiier: 
both of ihc-e (dihccr.- having been tranferre-d from th.c Madnis 
Army the Beiigid Eun'pewn Regiment. 

C'bm.-l Ciiw rcachtnl Mur.dicArdc.d or. Jartin.-j fth, ITOO. 

, vt-r- :■ -\rr"i'!-«sl ttrr.t a Free Xative force under the 

.‘•^hmr.'hi Mir-vn sliotild Join th-e B-tish. Army and mke ti;e 
field rer-dn-: Sliah Al'-ha. 

- 

dciiar.nre mom India, t.nc- :r-.e-.iv:_r-' • r-_: m.cr 

nii*gsvin'.r. MaJ'-'r f v.-.a :rrr:-_r:-.-j. .v me ;.r 

CiivC- >'jc-cc--'''r. 

llenral Enrop.an Re-_ ^ 

Marrhelahed * 

retumed to ’ ■“ 

Fc-brrarv. 1 d' - 
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CHAPTER YI. 


Eaja Earn Earian gives battle to the Emperor at Patna — ^Total defeat of 
Ham Narian and his English aUiee — ^Dr. Fullerton assumes command — ^Arrival 
■of the relieving British Force, under Major Caillaud — ^Battle of Seerpore — 
Defeat of the Emperor’s Army — Kuddum Hussain, tlie Eawab of Purneah, 
in revolt — Caillaud, deserted by his allies, defeats the Emperor at Belkoss — 
Defence of Patna by Dr. Fullerton — Belief of Patna by Knox — Captain 
Knox engages and defeats the troops under Kuddum Hussain at Beerpore 
— ^Major Caillaud gives chase to Kuddum Hussain — The Shazada Mi'ran’s 
•death — ^Tlie war suspended — Mir Kassim declared Nawab and Mir J’afar 
■deposed— Ee-organization of the Company’s European troops — Captain 
Yorke defeats the Eaja of Bhirboom, at Kirwah — Brittle of Suan, AI. Law 
:and his French Corps made prisoners — ^The Emperor Shah Al&ra sues for 
peace. 


INGE tlie campaign in the previous year against the 
Slializada Sliah Alam a change of mucli impor- 
tance liad taken place at the Court of Delhie. 
The Emperor, Aldm Gir Sani, had been put to 
death by his Pi-ime Minister; and, at the instigation 
•of the murderer, a puppet had been placed on the throne. 
Shah Alam, being the eldest son of Alam Gir Sani and the 
:acknowledged heir to the throne, ivas now the Emperor of 
Hindustan, to Avhom all owed allegiance. But, although the pre- 
text of Shah Alam being in rebellion against his father no longer 
■existed, the right of the Emperor to interfere with the acts of his 
Viceroys was frequently ignored, or considered merely nominal ; 
-so, as Shah AlAm had when he was Shahzada made war 
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1759. iigainst tlio East India (jainpuny and their ally ACr J’afar, no 
change was now made in their attitude towards cacli other. 

In consequence of the influence wliich Sliah Alam was enabled 
to exercise now that he had become titidar Emperor, he had 
been enabled to collect an army of considerable strength ; at the 
head of which, towards the end of January, he threatened the 
city of Patna and our fortified factory near at hand. 

Captain Cochrane, of the Bengal European Kegiment, 
commanded the Company’s troops at Patna, consisting of 
100 Europeans under Ensign IVinclebeck, with whom was 
.Tnmmiy, another Subaltern — name unknown ; 70 European Artillerj', 
17(i0. 2 guns, under Lieutenant Buck ; 5 Companies of 

Regular Sepahis; and .S Local Companies,'' under an Ensign. 
Dr. Fullerton was the Surgeon to the detachment, and there was 
also a Mr. Banvell, serving as a Volnntcei’. 

Raja Ram Narian, the Governor of Patna, ^vho had been of 
doubtful allegiance during the cam])aign in the previous year, 
was now a firm supporter of the English and !Mir J’afar. Ram 
Narian had, under Captain Cochrane’s orders, collected his troops 
from the district, and enlisted a considerable number of Sepahis 
to act with the English detachment protecting the city and the 
(Company’s factory. 

Raja Ram Narian held imperative orders, both from the 
Naw.ab hlir J’afar and Major Caillaud, the British Commander, 
not to risk a battle with the Empei'Or’s troops, but .await the 
arrival of the British force, rapidly advancing to his assistance. 

Just about this time a considerable body of well-equipped 
Cavalry, commanded by a distinguished Chief named Rehim 
Khan, joined Ram Narian’s force. This acquisition made him 
numerically superior to the Emperor’s force, and as there had 
been several skirmishes 'between tlie i-ival Armies, which had 

• These Local Companies were frequently employed at our factories. They 
were composed of mercenaries of all nationalities. Their Officers were some- 
times .attached for duty with the Eegnlar troops.* 
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usually resulted in victory to Ham Narian, he was sorely 1760, 
tempted to disobey orders by offering battle to the Emperor, 
and defeating him before the arrival of the British reinforce- 
ments. 

Ham Narian had now under his command 40,000 men ; and on 
the 9th of February, much against Captain Cochrane’s advice, he 
moved out from liis entrenchments and offered battle to the 
enemy. They, nothing loth, accepted the challenge, advancing 
from their camp and taking up their position in front of Ham 
Narian’s troojis drawn uji in three lines ; the English detachment 
February 9tli, under Cochrane being in reserve. The British Com- 
1760. mander had fully determined that the Company’s troops 
shoidd take no part in the action, unless it should be necessary to 
protect the Haja from injury or capture. 

After a little skirmishing on both sides a body of the 
Emperor’s troops made a gallant charge, breaking completely 
through the Raja’s lines and creating much confusion amongst 
his platoons, some of which, thinking they had better secure 
their safety whilst there was yet time, deserted over to the 
Emperor’s side. 

Notwithstanding these defections the main body of Ham 
Narian’s troops manfully re-formed, and now stoutly held their 
ground, materially assisted by the Britisli in reserve with their 
two field-guns; but just when the scale seemed tmaiing in the 
Haja’s favour he found himself in considerable personal danger, 
many of his best Officers having fallen around him, and he having 
received several slight wounds. Under these circumstances Ham 
Narian sent a message to Captain Cochrane, begging him to 
come to his assistance, he being hard pressed and unable to 
retreat. 

Captain Cochrane held orders that ho ivas under any circum- 
stances to inotect the Haja against personal injury; he therefore 
at once proceeded to obey the callwdth his twm subalterns. Volun- 
teer Barwell, and four Companies of Sepahis. This small party 

I 
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I 7 f) 0 . with much difficulty forced their way up to the Ihija, who was 
Fehrunry 9tl», bravely defeuding himself ; hut in doing so our loss w/is 
17C0. heavy indeed, for in repelling the rej^eated attacks 
of the enemy Ca])tain Coehmne and his three subnltoDs 
were killed, and our Sejiahis, finding that their Officers had 
fallen, broke and fled, rjuickly jiursucd by some of the Emj)eror’s 
Cavalry, who, charging amongst them as they were scattered 
over the field, cut them up piecemeal. A .Sergeant of the 
Bengal Europcai\ Regiment now, seeing the ]ievilou8 jiosition of 
the Raja, placed himself at the head of Sepahis, and charging 
gallantly forward scenred Ram Narian, wliom he escorted to the 
European detachment, they having witli great difficulty 
maintained their position in reserve, attacked h}'- large bodies of 
Cavahy on both flanks. The Ofliccr left in command of the 
reserve had also been killed, as well as Lieutenant Buck 
eommauding the European Artiilciy. 

Dr. Fullerton, being now the only English Officer who had 
survived the battle, assumed command. Dr. Fullerton’s name is 
known to history as a l^ruve, gallant soldier, and his military 
prowess never shone Avith greater lustre tluin when he brought 
the remnant of the Ram Nm-ian’s defeated force into fhe city of 
Patna, not, however, without leaving one of his disabled guns in 
the bands of the enemy ; but, before abandoning it, he had spiked 
it Avith liis OAAm liund. 

The Emperor did not folloAv up his victory, or, beyond doubt, 
the city would have fallen into his hands. There is something 
most touching in the record of this great sacrifice of life of the 
Bengal European Regiment ; 4 Officers gave their lives in 
attempting to pei-form a simple act of duty; tlie Officer com- 
manding the Sepahi Infantry aa'ub also killed, as Avell as the only 
Artillery Officer AA’ith the force; none Avere left but that bi-avc 
man, Fullerton, Avho, Avheii he saAv all his comrades dead, manfully 
fulfilled the duty, to perform AAdrich these six Officers had sacrificed 
their lives. 



MA.lOlt CAIM.AUDS UMLIKI” rOKCK AllIUVES. 


115 


Knin Naritni, full (»f n'p'ct , now bunicd liim.«clf in improving tlic 17C0. 
(k’fc’iiccs of the city, and knowing that. Major Caillaud iniifrt he 
I'vbnuin- lOili— iStli, noar at liand, fincHHcd to gain time. Me »^cnt to 
the Emju'ror .■-aying tliat he wished to enter into 
neg(»tiations, hut that at j>resent his wounds jireventcd liim from 
jiersonally paying Ids respects. 

On the 10th of b'chriiary the joyful tiews reached Patna that 
Major Caillaud, with the British Force, was close at hand. In 
the nieantimc tlu^ Kmpenir, elated with his success in having, as 
iM“1)ntnrv I'.Uh— ‘20t1i, think, snhdncd the British Army, 

J'CO. contented himself with making (tnly a half-hearted 

attack on the City, which he discontinued as soon as he heard of 
the near appixiach of the British reinforcements. 

Caillaud was anxious t<i ofler battle at once, hut Minin — com- 
manding the Nawah’s tniops — urged delay; it was then arninged 
Fclinian'22ntl, •‘^honld he delivered early on the morning 

1700 . „j (),(, 00 ], ( 1 ^ the British eamj) was advanced to 
within throe miles of the enemy: hut a .‘■econd time Minin tirged 
that his an-angements were not complete. Whilst our camp was 
heing jiitched on the lu :wly-<’hoscn ground, Caillaud with a small 
escort rode forward to i-ceonnoitre, when, finding that the enemy 
was not on the alert, he seized two villages ahout a mile in 
advance of his position. In each of these villages he jilaced a 
Company of his Sepahis, and in the rear he jiosted a support of 
-K)0 men. The enemy, seeing this movement, made an advance, 
jmshing forward .«omc of their heavy Artillery, supported hy 
Cavalry and Infantry. 

The British sniijiort of -100 men Avere now ordered to quickly join 
their comnides in the two villages, and a Company of Europeans with 
two field-])ieces added to their /oi-ee. ^lajor Caillaud at this time 
observed that the enemy had struck his camp, and was making .a 
genend advance ; a large body of his Cavalry being seen moving 
towards tbe two villages. 

The British foi-ce took jiosition in immediate, front of its 
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Februai^' 22nd, own camp, and Isetween tlie two villages ; the Bengal 
1760. European Battalion in the centre, supported by 3 guns- 
on either flank ; these again being flanked, by 2 Battalions 
of Sepaliis, forming the right and left extremities of the 
line. 

Mi'ran had been instructed to place himself in rear of, and as a 
snpport to, the British force — ^liis Cavahy extended right and left ; 
but in jdace of can-ying out this anvangement — which he had 
previously agreed to — he massed his whole force in close column 
to the right and slightly in rear. 

The Emperor’s Army was formed into three Divisions, one of 
which now attacked the left of the British position and attempted 
to occupj’ the village of Seerpore ; but Caillaud, turning his guns 
obliquely, poured a sharp fire on the advancing enemy, who 
hesitated. At this moment a troop of Shah Alam’s Cavalry 
circled round to the rear of the village, where they were un- 
opposed, as !Miran had, contraiy to orders, massed all his troops 
to Bie right. 

The remaining two Divisions of the Emperor’s Ai-my now 
attacked Miran’s troops with such earnestness that the latter showed 
Februaiy 22nd, signs of discomfiture, inducing Caillaud, with some In- 
1760. fantiy and six field-pieces, to jjush forward towards the 
village on his right, to protect Miran and his frightened Ltc- 
gulars. The relicAung force advanced steadily until they 
were about forty paees from the enemy’s Cavalry; when, 
halting and firing a volley, they effectually checked the ardour 
of the attacking force, and enabled Miran to rally his scattered 
troops. 

Our Infantry now fired a second volley, and, charging along the 
front of hBran’s unsteady brigade, so successfully assailed the enemy 
that they fell into confusion ; when our Sepahis, rashing forward, 
engaged the enemy’s Infantr}^, who were driven hack at the point 
of the bayonet, their Cavalry following under volleys of our grape 
and musketry, hliran’s Cavahy, being now reassured, made a 
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successful oliavge on tlie fugitiYCs, completing tlie work wliicli 17C0. 
our Sepaliis had hegun. 

The Emperor’s Army broke and a genei-al stampede ensued, 
their Officers in vain attempting to rail}’- tlie men. 

In half-an-hour the field was cleared of the enemy, only the 
dead and wonnded remaining to show where the battle of Seer- 
pore had been fought. 

The British now cajitured the enemy’s camp — which had been 
deserted during their hurried flight — and here, to their surprise, 
February 22iid, oiir soldiers found and retook their own camp equipage 
17G0. und eattle, which had been looted by the enemy’s 
Cavalry, who had, eaily in the action, passed to the rear of the 
village of Scerporc. 

The pursuit continued till nightfall, the Emperor with his 
fugitive troops having retired on the town of Bchar, sixteen miles 
distant. 

The casualties of the British were few ; but the enemy lost two 
of their best Commanders, as well as a large number of their 
troops. ^Mii-an was slightly wounded, and his uncle !Mahomed 
Amir Khan was killed. 

!Major Caillaud was desirous of rapidly following iqi his success; 
but Miran, strongly opposing the measure, retired with his troops 
to Patna, where he celebrated his victory with much pomp and 
debauchery. 

It was the 29th February before Mii-an consented to rejoin 
!Major Caillaud, and it was the 2nd !March before the British force 
reached Behar, when it was found that the Emperor’s Army had 
Slurch 2nd, Kft that touTi on the 29th February and was now rapidly 
1760. marching towards Bengal: thus the advantage which 
Caillaud had gained at Seerporc was hopelessly sacrificed by the 
wilful obstinacy of Mhan. 

Our Army started in hot pursuit, !Mi'ran now realizing the fatal 
error he had committed. Shah Alain had got to our rear and 
was hastening to occupy districts which had promised him their 
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17C0. support. After four clays Caillnud, having taken advantage of a 
rapid .stream which had checked Shah Alum's ])rogre.«s, came 
close to the enemy, and would have made a night attack had not 
!Miran again proved ohstinatc. 

The Emperor e.scaped a .secemd time, and, taking a .soiitli- 
Marcli fill), "’caterly direction, .stnick across the hills, still pursued hy 
the British, Miran following. 

Soon after IMajor Caillaud and Miran had left Murshedahad to 
relieve Patna — danuary 22nd, 17(50 — information was sent to Mir 
d’afar that Ivnddnm Hussain, the 2sawah of Pnrncah — who owed 
allegiance to Mir d ’afar — and several intlnential zemendar.s were in 
revolt, and had promised assistance to the Emperor, should he 
• appear in their Provinces. Under these circumstances, fearing that 
the malcontents miolit attack the I’car of Caillaud’s Armv marching 
towards Patna, Mir d’afar proceeded towards Ihijmahal, taking 
with him Captain Si)ior and the 2d0 men of the Bengal European 
Begimeiit stationed at Murshedahad for its protection. But no 
sooner had terms heen arranged with Kuddum Hussain than Mir 
d’afar’.s attention was dii'cctcd towards his Eastern frontier, 
where a large body of Mai-atha Cavalry, under the notorious and 
dreaded chief Shcohnt, had appeared with the avowed intention 
of assisting the Emperor if he shmdd approach Mir d’afar’s 
capital. 

Shcobut exercised considerable inllnence in Bengal, so much so 
that on his approach the Council in Calcutta thought it necessary 
to embody the Militia and dismiss all armed Natives not in the 
service of the Company. 

Captain Fischer with 250 of the Bengal European Regiment, 
4 light guns, and 300 Sepahis, were sent to reinforce Spier, 
and Captain Yorkc — who had by this time recovered from 
Match, 1760. 'svounds — was ordered to hold himself in readiness 

to take the field with 250 more of the Bengal. European 
Regiment and 500 Sej)ahis ; this latter, detachment being at the 
Presidency. 
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Cnptnin .^plor now lunl under Iuh connnand 500 Eurojican 17G0. 
InfiitKiy, 20 Enrojn’nn Artillcrv, with (! Ht^ht pTuns, and 500 
Si’jjaluH. 

On llu! •I(h <if Ajiril a jnnetton wa.< cflVetcd hetween Major 
('aillaudV-, (‘ajifnin Spier's, and !Mfran’s forces at Mnngulkotc, 
tlic Xawnl) Mir d'alar still accompanying S])icr’s detachment. 

The Kmpentr Shah Alatn, who had heen reinforced hy the 
Manithn Oavalry under Sheohnt. was at this time at Muunknr. 
('aptain Fischer, with 200 men of the Hengal European Kegiment, 
was ordered to tnarch to Murshedahad to ])rotccl the capital, and 
(’aillatid now moved in the direction of the Emperor’s camp. 

Caillaud was desirous of attacking Shah Alain in his new 
position, hut Mir .T’afar showed what then apjicarcd an unac- 
conntahle disinclination to give his support, refusing to allow his 
troops to act on the ofiensive, and declining to accede to Caillaud’s 
.Xjiril Gt!i. napicst for the loan of horses to mount some of his European 
lifiO. Infantry whom he wished to emjdoy as Cavalry. It now 
came to Major ('aillaud’s knowledge that the Xawah had 
secretly made overtures to the Emperor, and it was subsequently 
jiroved that hefore leaving Murshedahad he had jiroftcrcd his 
allegiance to him, the llritish being left in ignorance of the 
negotiation. 

Notwithstanding the altered circumstances Caillaud determined 
to attack the Emjieror, with or without his allies; and on the 
Ai)rll Tth, morning of the 7th April he marched with his troops to the 
1 ( 00 . village of Bclkoss, ojijio.siic to the Emperor’s encampment. 

Tlic attack was led hy the Bcngid European Regiment, who, 
under cover of our Artillery, rushed into the stream; which they 
were nipidly fording, when the enemy, after firing a few shots, 
set fire to their camp and hastily withdrew ; but the British, 
having no Cavalry, were unable to follow. The Emperor and 
his J^Iar.itha allies having evaded pursuit, doubled round and 
relui-ncd towards Patna, which had been left under protection 
of Raja Ram Narian with only a few Sepahis. 
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17C0, Knox, by this lime noiir iit blind, ivas acnt by forced niarcbcn 
witli bis dctaclnnent of 200 licn^al Enrojicans, a com))lcte 
liattalion of .Scpabis, and ii detail of Artillery, ivitb 2 light 
field-guns, to assist Ibun Narian; whilst the remainder of the 
field-force under Caillaud — accomjninied by tbc Nawab’s troops — 
returned to !Mursbedabad, which they reached about tbc 2;)tb of 
April. 

Patna was now in iuunincnt jicril; for M. Law, ivith his corps 
of French Eurojieans — whose numbers had been augmented by 
April, 0111' escaped ]irisoners and F rcnch deserters — bad come to terms 
17G0. -vvith the Emperor and marched to Patna, where he intended to 
await the arrival of his allies, and then carry the city before 
British reinforcements could arrive. Bnt M. Law, after having 
been encamped close to the city for some days, marched towards 
Behar, where be formed junction with the Emjicror; when the 
united forces returned to I’atna and renewed the siege ivith 
. vigour. 

Dr. Fullerton, again the only English Officer in the gan'ison, 
undertook the general contnd of the defence ; he had repaired old 
April 10, bre.achcs and planted his guns in wcll-ehoscn positions; bnt 
17G0. the besiegers, led by the Frcncb Europeans and supported by 
the Emperor’s and the Maratha troojis, made such detennined 
assaults that Earn Narian’s soldiers, completely disheartened, 
wavered in their support. The walls of the City had been 
breached in several places, and the enemy succeeded at one time 
in planting the Emperor’s colours on one of the bastions ; when 
Fullerton and his gallant little band of Sepahis rushed to the 
rescue, and, capturing the colours after a severe hand-to-hand 
fight, regained possession of the bastion. Just when helji was so 
much needed a joyful cry was j’aised that relief was at hand. 

A cloud of dust and the glitter of the sun on bayonets was 
seen on the other side of the river; the shouts of the Europeans 
and the inspiring sound of the fife and drum were distinctly 
heard, reviving the spirits and hopes of the besieged, who. 
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vuslihig to their dcscrtcil 2 )()sts, tlcfciulcd them with renewed 1 




J^o.afs laden with refresliinents were sent across the river to the 
relieving ])arty ; and Knox with the 200 men of the Bengal 
European Ecgiment, Maclean with his well-seasoned Sepahis, 
and the European Artillery with their field-guns, were heartily 
welcomed by the citizens: and Ram Karian's soldiers “gave up” 
“ their apprehensions about an escalade and about an assault,” 
“ and said openly that now the English were within tlieir walls ” 
“ the enemy would not dare to come to attack again.”* 

Knox with his Europeans had marched from Burdwan to Patna 
— .300 miles — in 13 days; but his men, being fresh and elated with 
their reception, at once marched through the city with their 
cohjurs flying and drums beating. 

The next day Knox attacked the enemy's advanced position, 
surprising them whilst they were at their midday meal, driving 
them in confusion from their camp — which he captured, together 
tVpril 26tli, '"'i<b their guns, stores, and ammunition — and returning 
17G0. before stinsct in triumph to the City, he was received by 
the citizens with acclamations of joy and relief. The next day 
the Imperial troops and the French corps retired to the village 
of Gyah iMaupore. 

It is now necessary to refer to the movements of the Native 
force under Kuddum Hussain, the Nawab of Puraeah, who it 
will be remembered had in the previous month come to terms 
with the Nawab !Mir .T’afar Khan. The conditions of peace 
and promises of fidelity which Kuddum Hussain had made 
were all forgotten as soon as !Mir J’afar Khan with his European 
detachment was out of reach, and Kuddum Hussain — ^tvho all 
along had dctcnnlned to link himself with the Emperor — now 
busied himself in extorting money from his people to enable him 
to raise an Army. After a few weeks he had managed to collect 
a force said to consist of 6000 Cavalry, 10,000 Infantry, and 
* Words of a Native historian, wlio was a witness to the scene described. 


.May, 17G0. 
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17G0. 80 guns, ^v^U^ he iniirehcd ni])i(31y to join the Einpcroi-^e 

ciunp at. Gyah Manporc. ^Nfajor Caillaiul Rtartecl in pursnit; hut 
luuhluin Hussain was well su))pHc(l with baggage, cattle, and 
elephants, so that the British were unable to overtake him. 
Under these circumstauces Caillaud wrote to Knox at Patna, 
instructing him, if pos.sihh^ to prevent a junction hotween Kuddum 
Hussain and the Emperor. 

Captain ICjjox now learnt that Kuddum Hassain had re.ached 
Hajeci)orc, a town on the opposite side of the river Ganges ; aiid 
Jnno l.'jth, having collected his force, which consisted of 200 of the 
17C0. Bengal Euro])can lleginmnt, !i Battalion of IMaclcnn’s Sc- 

pahis, and 6 field-])icccs, crossed the river on the 15th June. 

Knox was accompanied by the brave Raja Shitab Roy, the 
commander of a choice body of Cavalry, who had lately joined 
the British force. 

As the enemy under Kuddum Hussain were within 10 miles, 
Knox, in consultation with Shitab Roy, arranged a night surjn'ise, 
but the guide misled them ; so, after a tedious march, they 
returned to their camj) at daybreak. They had no time for rest, 
June IGtli, for the enemy appeared early in the morning, and Knox 
17C0, advanced to meet him, taking up a well-chosen position near 
the village of Beerpore, and leaving one Company of Sepahis to 
guard his camp and boats on the left bank of the river. 

The enemy soon apjjeared in much greater force than Knox had 
anticipated, cpiite surrounding the British force, whicli in all did 
not exceed 800 men. 

Knox formed his troops into a hollow square, receiving in this 
position several charges from the enemy’s Cavalry, •who were, 
however, repeatedly driven back, our square being materially 
assisted by our Artillery ; but such was the numerical superiority 
of Kuddum Hassain’s force that these attacks were continued for 
six consecutive hours, exhausting the little band of heroes, who 
were at one time well-nigh overwhelmed. Captain Knox now 
sallied forth at the head of the Grenadier Company of the Bengal 
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Kuropfanp. who drovo hack the enemy, cimliling tlui Sepuhis nco 
maintaining the stpiaro to lan'over their jmsition. 

Kiuhlnm Ila,<sain, limling hi^ nttempt^ to hreak tlie Briti.«h 
,>;(pii\re fntile, nltinnitely withdrew his army; leaving 400 men 
and :? elephants dead on the field, and S heavy guns in our 
liands. 

The loss of the British was companitively small ; a hnive young 
OHieer, lieutenant ^^eDowall,and lO men of the Bengal European 
Ivegiment being killed, as well as many Sepahis. Knox had now 
.Iniic ICth. t<» learn that the company «>f Sepahis left tt> protect his 
ITCo. ramp on the river hank had been overwhelmed and annihi- 

lated. The camp followers had rushed to the boats and pushed 
into the. stream, leaving the Sepahis a prey to the enemy, and 
carrying the news to the frightened inhabitants of the city that 
the British force had been completely exterminated. Captain 
Knox ptirsued the enenty for seventl miles, until, darkness super- 
vening. he reluctantly g-.tve up the chase, and. crossing the river, 
returned t<» Patna. When the inhahitanis fotmd that, in jdaee of 
a defeat, the British had gained a glorious victory, their joy knew 
no hounds, a Xative hist<iriau recording that “from that day” 
“the English accpiired a repntatum for determination and” 

“ invincihility that di<l them good service in many a subsequent ” 

“ action." 

Knox, having rejdonished his camp, started next day to renew 
•lime ITtli, Ids jmrsuit of Kuddum llas.^ain, who had of necessity ahan- 
17(50. doned his jdan of joining the Emperor, and was pushing 
towards Bet tea. 

On tin; 22nd June Major Caillaud and Minin arrived at Patna 
with their forces, .«o, Knox and Ids detachment having been re- 
called, Major Caillaud took up the chase. 

On the 2;nh the enemy were .sighted, their movements much 
hampered hv their heavy baggage. Caillaud prepared for an attack, 
the enemy opening fire from Ids heavy guns, and doing some execu- 
tion; nevertheless, the British advanced against Kuddum Hassain’s 
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1700. po.sitloii, Ijcliind some villages and a grove of trcc.s, wliicli lie 
abandoned on the near approach of oni' troops. The enemy no^v 
•lunc 2otli finding himself opposed hy a inneh larger force than on the 
1700. previou.s occasion -when he •was driven from the field, fled, 
leaving in onr po.ssession a nninher of heavy gnns and a great 
(jnantity of camp equipage. 

During this action Mi'ran dis])laycd hi.s nsnal disinclination 
to co-operate Avith his allies; ncvcrthelcs.s. Major Caillaud 
followed np his A’ictory, in the hope of gaining possession of 
the large amount of treasure Avhich ICmhhnn IIas.sain Avas can-)'- 
ing oft*. 

On the 2nd of .Tnly the periodical rains commenced Avith 
nnnsnal violence. The British Army Avcrc foi’ced to seek .shelter 
•July 2iul, their Avatcry fnry, the camj) being ])itched in a grove of 

17G0. trees at the foot of the Nepanl Mountains. 

Dnring the night the lightjiing flashed inec.s.santly, and the .stonn 
raged Avith constantly-increasing and alarming violence. Mi'rau, 
fearing that his state tent, Avhioh had been ))itched in an exposed 
position, might he hloAvn doA\-n, moved into one sheltered by the 
trees, in AA'hich he Avas being shampooed by his body servant, 
July 2nd, "'hilst his Court story-teller Avas lulling him to sleep. In a 
4760. moment the Shahzada's tent Avas seen to be surrounded by a 
blue flame, a vivid flash of lightning illuminated the scene, and 
A\dien the frightened attendants arriA cd three blackened corpses 
Avere found amidst the de&r/s of the burning tent. So died Miran, 
resjjected by none and dc.S2)ised most by those avIio kncAV him 
best. He is justly described as luiA'ing been tainted Avith all the 
vices of his cousin Siraju ’d daulah, AAuthout jiossessing one of his 
redeeming qualities. 

This event increased rather than diminished hlajor Caillaud’s 
difficulties, for it Avas the custom amongst the Native Annies in 
India on the death of their commander to disperse to their homes ; 
and it Avas probable that Mi'ran’s soldici's, knoAA'ing that their 
late chief’s interest had been more Avith Kuddum Hussain than 
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tho Britislu wiHilil oitlior jro to their villages or desert to the 17CC). 
enemy. 

Cailhnid sought and obtained the inllnenec of some of Minin’s 
Gem'rals, hut, the pay of the tmops being sevend montlis in arrear. 
tlie soldiers hecame insubordinate and threatened to forciiilv 

•lalv'jad l><'ssess themselves of whatever they eonld seenre, and 

17 ( 50 . desert to their homes. With mneh taet ^fajor 
Cailland sneeceded in fpielling the mutiny by promi.sing to 
{piickly obtain funds from Calcutta, on amval of which the 
diseontcntiMl troops should receive their arrears of pay; and it wa.s 
ultimately arninged that he .dionld command the united forces. 
])ending order.s from Murshedabad. 

Under the oiivnmstanees it was deemeil jirmlent to discontinue 
the jiursuit of Kuddnm llassain; and Caillaud, ti'creforc, rotniccd 
his .steps, the anny reaching Patna on July 21Uh, 1700. 

The monsoon being now at its height the war was suspended. 
Cailland quartered his troops in the city of Ikitna, and the 
Em])(,*nir occupied a position at Dandnnggnr, about .SO milc.s to 
tbe west. 

But affairs in Calcutta — of wbieh we have of nccc.s.sity for 
some time lost the thread — were in a very unsatisfactory state. 

Mr. Yansittart, the new Governor, had arrived from ^ladras to 
find that, although the payments under the notorious iMir .J’afar 
Ireatv had tcmpor.irily enriched the Company's servants and 
citizens of Calcutta, the treaty had left all the country under the 
Murshedabad administration in a dissatisfied and impoverished 
condition. 

In order to [lay the instalment.s due under the treaty the 
Kawab had of necessity made .«uch heavy demands on the 
resources of the wealthy nobles and bankers that their allegiance 
wa.s shaken ; whilst the cultivators of the soil, in many instances, 
were reduced to abject poverty. The pay of Mir J'afar’s troops 
was much in arrear, inducing them to desert to the enemy ; his 
treasury was exhausted, and his debt under the treaty had not 
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1760. been fully discharged. But affairs were hot in a much better 
condition with the Calcutta Council, whose credit was at , so low 
ah ebb tliat they had been unable to raise money to pay their 
European Army ; indeed, at this time, the current expenses of the 
Government were only met by drawing so heavily on the Coiirt 
of Directors in London that they wei-e nearly driven into 
bankruptcy. 

Under these circumstances, the Governor having sent for 
!Major Cailland to assist the Council with his advice, he handed 
over his command to Captain Knox, the next senior officer, and 
ISeptemher 10th, proceeding to obey these orders, amved at Calcutta 
1760. (jji tJie 10th of September, where a Commission as 
Lieutenant-Colonel was awaiting him, this promotion having been 
awarded for his distinguished services in the field. 

On the- death of the Shahzada !Mjran, Mir J’afar had 
recognised his son-in-law, Mir Kassim Khan, as heir to the 
throne, and as such he was dejmted by the Nawab to welcome 
the new Governor, and assist in the deliberations of the Calcutta 
Council. Mir Kassim, who is to figure so jn-ominently in tliis 
histoiy, being a master of intrigue and a shrewd politician, at 
once conceived the idea of converting the trust which his 
Sovereign had I'ejiosed in liim to his own advantage. On the 
27th September Mir Kassim entered into a treaty with the Cal- 
cutta Council stipulating that he should be appointed IMir J’afar’s 
Septein'ber27th, Deputy at the Murshedabad Court, and as such should 
1760. Pq endowed with almost absolute powers. This treaty 
concluded with Avhat had become the usual provision for 
pecuniaiy payments to the contracting officials. The Membeis 
of Council were promised from £30,000 to £50,000 each. Colonel 
Cailland* £20,000, and Captain Yorkc £13,400. 

On October 1st IMir Kassim returned to Murshedabad to pave 
the way for the approacliing coup d’etat. On the 3rd iMi-. 

* Colonel Cailland voted against the treaty, and left India before thcec 
payments were stipulated for. 
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OctolDerlst— 20tli, Vansitturt, accompanied by !Mr. Warren Hastings 1760. 
1760. Lusliington, reached the capital, and !Mir 

J’afar ■was made acquainted with the resolutions of the Calcutta 
Council. I’lie interviews wliicli took place het-ween the Governor 
and the NaAvab — loth, IGtli, and 18th — bore no fi-uit; so the 
latter Avas informed that he Avould he alloAved only tAVO more 
days to decide. !Mir J’afiU", terrified at the aspect of affairs and 
fearing that he might he assassinated at Jfurshedabad, retired to 
his palace on the opposite side of the river; and, as no communica- 
tion had been received from him on the 19th, Colonel Caillaud 
Avas ordered to proceed Avith 200 men of the Bengal European 
Regiment to join the troops of ^lir Kassim and surround the 
NaAvah’s palace. 

The English soldiers occupied the centre square; and Mir 
J’afar aa’us called on to formally resign in favour of hlir Kassim, 
noAV appointed by the English Deputy-NaAvah and successor to 
the throne. These overtures Avere refused by the NaAA-ab ; hut 
]Mr. Warren Hastings giving him to understand that resist- 
ance Avas useless, ]Mir J’afar declared that his life Avould be 
insecure if he Averc left in h'lir Kassim’s ]AOAver. At length he 
October 20th, consented to resign absolutely, the Council guaranteeing 
1760. lijg personal safety : and, this haA’ing been done, Mir J’afar, 
the cx-NaAvab, Avas conveyed under a strong escort to Calcutta, 
Avhere some fitting houses AA'ere prejtared for his reception, and a 
libeud alloAvauce AA-as provided by hlir Kassim, aaJio uoav reigned 
in his stead. 

The ncAvly-appointed KaAvab had long since realised that the 
defects in Mir J’afar’s government Avere primarily due to his 
obligations to the English. A system of dependence and thi-aldom 
had existed, Avhich had completely paralysed the late Na-wab’s 
actions, and rendered him absolutely subservient to the Calcutta 
Council. Mir Kassim, therefore, determined to make a bold 
.stroke for freedom. 

On assuming the Government the many Court favourite8..;.,who 
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1700. iiniiiHscd fortunes to the detriiuciit of the State Treasury. 

Y-erc made to disgorp:e their jll-|fot ten woaltli; their estates were 
Kovcinher— Doccinlter, eoufiscated ; and .such swcei)in'r refoims intro- 
duced that the Xawah was cnahled very shortly 
after havinj^ assumed power to satisfy to a j^rcat extent 
the claims of the Enjflish, and to advance £2o,()()0 to the 
Council to enable them to make a remittance to ^hidi-Jis, urgontlv 
rerpiircd, and £70,000 for the arrears due to the British troojis 
at Patna. 

With this latter amount Colonel Cailland returned to Patna, 
accompanied by ^fajor Carnac — ])rcviously appointed by the 
Court of Directors to command the Bengal Army, Colonel 
Caillaud’s services being required at Madras. 

Before leaving Bengal Colonel CaillaiuP made some changes in 
the organization of the Bengal Euroiiean Pegiment, now 1200 
strong, many of the soldiers being French, Dutch, and Germans 
who had purchased their freedom by consenting to serve in the 
ranks of the llegiment. With the approval of the Council two 
troops of Dragoons and one of Hussars were raised ; the troopers 
being taken from the Bengal European Pegiment, which was now 
in consequence only 1000 strong, including two Grenadier Com- 
panies. The newly-raised Cavalry wore Officered from the 
Infantry, each troop of Dragoons haA'ing 1 Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 
and 1 Cornet, and the Hussar troop, called “ The Body Guard,” 
having 1 Lieutenant and 1 Cornet only. The experiment of 
mounting our Infantry soldiers and employing them as Cavahy 
did not prove a success, on account of the smallness of the under- 
bred Bengal horses, Avliich Avere not up to the Aveight of the 
English troopers. A body of Moghul Horse, found to be far more 
efficient, Avas employed about this time Avitli the English 
Army, being engaged on the same system as those of the 

* Colonel, afterwards Brigadier-General, Cailland retired from the East 
India Company’s Service on 17th March, 1775, Avhen he resided at his seat in 
Oxfordshire, where he died at a very advanced age in 1810. 
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were to tin; Nntivo Cavnlrv. 

Soon uftor Major Carnae; Innl assinnctl Connnand a circtim- 
stance oronrrcil wlnrli imitlnrod a ooinploto ohanoo. in the 
Hv.^toin of the Mtnvheelahatl Army. Captain Martin M'hite was 
.•'■(•lit with a (lefaclmienl of the Kiiropeans and .some 

Sepahis to Mippress an insnrroelitm in Bhirhoom. The Baja of 
that district, at the head of an .\rmy of 20, 000 Infantrv and 
fiOOO Cavalry, had taken np his jiosition near the villaj^c of 
Kirwah. defvinir his Sovereign’s jmwer. Captain Yorke, with 
200 Europeans and a hotly of the Nawah's troops, had proceeded 
frttin Mnrshedahad to jttiii While, Mir Kassini Jiceompanving 
Yorke’s division. On ascertaining the enemy’s position. Yttrke in- 
slnietcd IVhite to take a elivnitons ronte and attack the enemy in 
rear, whilst Yorke wonld assail him in front as soon as he should 
hear the firing <»f White’s party. This sitnjtle mantcuvre was 
executed with so much judgment and tact that the enemy, finding 
themselves simultaneously assailed both in front and rear, broke 
jind fled; leaving their eamj), guns, ami stores iti our jtossesslon. 

'riiis victory <iver the Baja <»f lihirhoom had the efi’eet of 
ti-.impiillising the whole <if his Provinces as well as that of 
Burdw.an; and is specially worthy <if our attention, tis it resulted 
in vast reforms being introduced by the Nawah into his Army. 

Mir Kassim, who seldom ventured under fire, had been present 
during onr Jit tack on the Baja of Bhirhoom’s camp; and, much 
impressed with the great superiority of our tactics and troops 
over those of the Native states, determined, on Ins return to his 
Capital, to rcorginir.e liis Army jind. as far as j)ossible, introduce 
amontrst them the English system. 

Major Carnae. tiow in chief command of our Army at Patna, 
prepared to pursue with vigour the campaign against the Em- 
jicror Shah Alam, who had c-stablished his headquarters at the 
city of Bchar, having with him !M. Law’s French Corps. Carnae 
cx])crienccd many difficulties on account of the remnant of 

K 
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17G0. Mi'mn’s Anny clainourhig for tlicir iirrcaiv of pny. £00,000 had 
been sent b}-- Mir Ka.ssiin, in addition to tho £70,000 which 
Colonel Caillaud had distributed; hut still the Nawab’s troo])s 
wore eoincwhat in arrears, and eonsecjuently refused to march, 
I^faj or Carnae, therefore, determined to take action with his own 
troops only. When he was at his first camping-ground, however, 
the dissatisfied troo 2 )s joined liim, having, in secret council, 
. elected to serve with the British in their cainpaign against the 
Emperor, 

On loth of January, 17(51, the united forces arrived at Suan, 
1) miles from Behar, on a strciim fonned by a branch of the 
Mahani river; and licrc Carnae found the Emperor’s Anny 
drawn nji on the oitposite hank. Our Artillery immediately 
January 15tli, opened fire, under cover of which the British crossed the 
river without opposition, the enemy re.troating amongst 
the dykes and rough grotmd formed by the changing course of 
the stream. The Nawah’s troops, as usual, remained in the rear, 
awaiting the turn of events, 

Carnae now advanced, but the enemy (H)ntinued to retire, 
although on three occasions they halted and took up f 2 -csh ground, 
finally electing to encamp on the open plain. The British Army 
formed up for attack ; the Bengal European Eegiment being in the 
centre, flanked on either side by a Battalion of Native Infantry ; 
the Artillei'y between the Europeans and Sepahis, A third Bat- 
talion of Native Infantiy and a small body of CaA-ahy Avere held 
in rear as a reserve. Our guns Avere uoav jmshed slightly forAvard, 
and a general adA’ance made ; but, the enemy’s CaA'ahy attack- 
ing our line on both flanks, some confusion arose, making the result 
of the battle doubtful ; AA-hen, most opportunely, a Avell-directed 
shot from one of our 12-poimdcrs killed the Mahout and Avounded 
the elephant on AAdiich the Emperor Avas riding, and directing the 
movements of his Army, The animal, uoav freed from restraint, 
frifflitened, and Avoundecl, rushed uncontrolled to the rear. The 
ncAVS that the Emperor had disappeared from the field soon spread. 
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oroatin^f a jiaiiin ainun^xst, his tr<*up.s; who, in tlic absence of their 17(U. 
Commander, were nishin;r uhont seekini^ onlers, hut finding none. 

lly this time tlie llrilish foire, had been re-formed, and our 
.Vrfillerv opened fire on the eonfiised masses of the enemy, who 
heiran to •rive irround ; and. our InfantiT chaifriiig, broke and fled 
from the field. 

M. Law, with hi*; French soldiers, endeavrmring to eheck the 
ilitiht of the Km]»eror's tiviops, took up a stron*^ jiosition to cover 
their retreat: drawing up his Infantry in line with his six oims 
in fnmt, fnim which he discharjfed {^mpe on the advancin'^ 
British; hut, as the. French weit' ocenpyinfj :in elevated position, 
the Ben;r;d Fnmpean l{e"iment managed to get below their fire; 
soul, (diarging up the hill, cajilured the French guns. 

The Bengal ICnntpcans now advanced with shouldered arms 
towjirds the French Ofiicers, 13 or 1! of whom stood by their 
Commander and Colours on the risittg ground, with some of) 
French soldiers in their ivar. The Frenchmen, wearied with 
the vagrant, jirofitless life they had been leading since we htul 
s’apt lin’d their jiossessions at Chandernagore, seemed determined 
to sell their lives as dearly as possible; hut, when they saw the 
Fnglish soldiers advancing with shouldered anus, they were, 
amazed at the generosity of their emuptorors. Major Carnae. 
now, onlering his soldiers to halt, advanced towards the French 
Officers: and, saluting, told them he did not wish to take their 
lives, if thev would surrender. M. Law rcjdicd that he and his 
comnides would submit only on the condition that they might 
retain their swords: hut, this stijuilation not agreed to, they 
would ni.’^ist to the last. The terms were accepted; and IM.Law 
with his Officers giving themselves up as prisoners of war were 
])laeed on their jiarole. All our Officers now advanced, cordially 
shaking hands with their prisoners, and the British troops 
were marched hack to their camj), where the French Officers were 
liospitahly entertained by those of the English Anuy. 

The Emperor was soon enabled to collect his scattered troops, 
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The Emperor, on learning that the Calcutta Council would not 1761. 
February 14tb, ficcede to his request that he should he escorted to his 
capital hy British troops and placed on his throne under 
British auspices, accepted the invitation of some powerfid Chiefs 
' who offered to join him Avith their troops, adA'ance on Delhie, and 
seize the capital in his name. 

The Emperor, naturally anxious to occupy his throne, left 
Patna in J une under the escort of these supporters ; a British 
Guard of Honour accompanying him to the Bengal frontier. 
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Eeorgnnization of the 3'lnrsliedabad Ai’my — Ritj)tiire between the British 
and Mir Kassim — ^Slr, Ellis aj)pointed Principal Civil Officer at Patna — 
Occupation of Patna by the British — ^Recapture of Patna by the Nawab’s 
troops — Retreat of the English — Battle of Manji — ^'I'otal defeat of Carstairs’ 
troops — Mir Kassim deposed and 5Cr J’afar reappointed Kawab — ^Advance of 
the British towards Patna — Lieutenant Glenn’s detachment attacked — Cap- 
ture of the Foi't of Kutwah — ^Battle of Kntwah — Battle of Geriah — Storm and 
CaiAurc of Ifndwah Nida. 

S soon as the Nawab Wr Kassim Khan had assumed 
the reins of government lie introdneed vast reforms 
into his military and civil departments. Three 
years after his accession to power he had dis- 
charged all state debts, and his revenues showed 
a surplus over expenditure. The many grasping favourites rrdio 
Iiad suiTOunded Mir J’afar’s Court had been forced to disgorge 
tlieir ill-gotten gains; and the Murshedabad army, formerly an 
expensive, ill-trained, badly-equipped rabble, had been remodelled 
into a serviceable force, vastly superior to the armies under any of 
the native rulers in India. 

Mir Kassim, who had been a witness to the superiority in battle 
of troops trained by British Officers over those of Native Com- 
manders, determined to re-form his array on the English system ; 
and for this purjrose engaged the services of some able adven- 
turers, on whom he conferred military rank and titles. 

Amongst the men so commissioned wore two whoso names are 
well-known in Indian history; Keinhard, the Alsatian, called 
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“ Sombre ” or “ Stunru,” ami Murkai-, the Armenian. To these 1762. 
men was entrusted the remodelling of Mir Kassim’s Army ; and it 
is admitted that they performed their military reforms with judg- 
ment and skill. Under their supervision a gun factory was 
estahlished at Mnrshedahad, where guns, after English patterns, 
and quite as servieeahlc as any that could he brought against 
them, were cast ; and the caiTiages, constructed with elevating 
screws and tlie latest improvements, were as Iiighly finished as 
any in the country. At the same time agents were employed at 
the ports to purchase any servieeahlc European guns oft’ered for 
sale. 


Before the end of 17(52 Mir Kassim had thus organized an 
army of 25,000 men ; the Sepahis c(pnp])ed and drilled on the 
English .system ; a regiment of Artillery with a siege-tniin and 
batteries of field-guns, the Artillerymen being chiefly Europeans; 
and CavaliT, composed of Northern horsemen distinguished for 
their valour and skill in war. 

The Nawah had proved hiinsclf an able governor, and worthy of 
the confidence which the Cotincil had placed in him when they 
elected him to the Sidiadarie ; hut, although truly anxious to remain 
at iieacc with the British, !Mir Kassim felt that he was strong enough 
to maintain his independence. He well knew that the evils which 
had befallen his father-in-law, Mir d'afar, had been the result of 
his cringing, servile attitude towards the Calcutta Council; and he 
determined that he would not allow himself to fall into a like 
error. He removed his Court from !Mur.«hedahad to ^longhyr, in 
order that he might not he too closely watched hv the Calcutta 
Council ; improved the defences of his new capital, converting the 
city into a F ortress of considerable strength, from whence he spoke 
with an authority and confidence widely different from the sup- 
pliant terms employed by ^lir J’afar. 

The reforms introduced b}’ the Nawah ]Mir Kassim had sub- 
stantially improved the wealth and trade of his country ; but their 
effect was considerably man-cd by the Calcutta Council having 
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17C2. passed a rule that no conntry goods were to be allowed down the 
river Hugh free of tax unless accoin])anicd by an official English 
pennit. The issuing of these passes or permits was assumed to be 
the private privilege and gain of certain high officials in the Com- 
jniny’s service, who, in many instances, had sold their interest to 
outsiders; so that it soon became impossible for the Nawab’s 
officials to discern who did and who did not legitimately hold 
these passes ; for it was only necessary to put on board a cargo- 
boat a few men dressed as Sepahis, and show the Company’s flag, 
to hold the boat exempt from the insjicction of the Nawab’s cus- 
toms-officers. 

!Mir ICassim felt that this enactment of the Council was an 
infringement of his rights as Nawab ; placing his subjects in an 
unfair jiosition, and seriously affcctiiig the tmdc and revenues of 
his countiy. It was under these circumstances that he re- 
presented the hardships of the case to the authorities at 
Calcutta, and urgently called for refonn. !Mr. Yansittart, the 
Governor, fully acknowledged and much regretted the evil ; but 
he had not the support of his Council: !Mr. AA’^an-en Hastings 
being the only member who shared the opinions of the Govei-nor 
that the enactment of which the Nawab comjjlained was a 
disgrace to British legislation. Soon, however, tlic wrong became 
so apparent that the Council were forced into countenancing the 
introduction of some measures tending to lessen the evil. 

With this view, A^ansittart, having obtained — ^^vhat he 
believed to be — the full powers of his Council, was deputed to 
visit the Nawab at Monghyr and ai-range tei’ms. The Governor 
knew fidl well that liis colleagues Avould not ratify any agreement 
for sweeping reforms, which wordd deprive them of the pecuniary 
benefits accruing to them from the system, but he hoped, at any 
rate, to modify the evil. 

The terms anived at between the Nawab and IMi-. A^ansittart 
stopped far short of the former’s requirements, but JMir Kassim 
reluctantly gave his consent to a trial, waraing the Governor that. 
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should the amended regxdations fail to afford relief to his subjects, 17G2. 
he would proclaim free trade throughout his provinces. The 
Calcutta Council, ho\YeYcr, on being informed of the proposed 
terms, refused to give them even a trial; and the Nawab was 
informed that the ncjiotiation had fallen through. 

Mr. Ellis, an injudicious man of violent iinpidscs, had lately 
been nominated to the Council : hut, notwithstanding these 
ffefccts, he was unadvisedly appointed at this time our Govern- 
inont Agent at Patna, and thus brought into close communication 
with the Nawab at !Mongh}T. 

It soon became apparent that the Council were hastening the 
•country into war. They knew that their predecessors had reaped 
rich harvest.s under the treaties which had placed the Native 
Eulers on their thrones, and they ho])ed to derive equal benefits 
for themselves, if they coitld find a puppet who would accept the 
throne and meet the wishes of the Council by consenting to 
•confinn'thc enactment for the continuation of the objectionable 
passes. ' 

There Avas no difficulty in finding a candidate for the throne, 
should !Mir Kassim be deposed. Mir d’afar, the ex-NaAvab, 
forgetting his bitter experiences, allowed himself to be again put 
forward; but, before arrangements had-bcen conpfietedin Calcutta 
for his resumption of power, the storm had burst at Patna. 

When !Mr. Yansittart found that the Council would not 
uvcccpt the terms he had an-anged Avith the NaAA-ab, he persuaded 
them, before taking active measures, to send a dejAutation to ^lir 
Kassim asking liim to modify liis aucaa's, so tliat hostilities might 
be avoided. For this purjAOse, Messrs. Hay and Amyatt pro- 
•ceeded to Monghyr ; but on .amA-al — 14th !May — they found Mir 
Kassim finnly resoh'cd not to accept any compromise be 3 '^ond 
that to Avhich he had agreed AAuth Yansittart ; so that negotiations 
ugain failed. 

But, AA'liilst the English Deputies AA'cre at jMongliAT, the NaAA'ab’s 
Agents at Patna reported that Mr. Ellis Avas preparing to seize 
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170::. Unit cily. nml tin; niiuom- wii^ itjijiniv.utly tHtiifinncil by tlic nrriviil 
at Monj^liyr of u licet, of hnatiifntin ( 4 ilrutta,«:oiitaitilii;f imitiition-i 
of war for tlic tnmjH at I’attm. The Nawab onlcrcd 

these boats to be iletaiaial, ami Mcs.-rs, Ilav uial Ajuvnft.allbon'rh 
tmitcd with rcsiieet, to be iihuaal omler Min eillnnce. 

An Knvov was now sent bv Mir Kassiin to the Calentta 

• • 

Council to represent the thrfutcninii attitude a.ssiunefl by Mr. 
Ellis, and recpiest that the English sohlitas on duty at Patna 
might be sent to Monghyr, so that he might be assured of 
peaceable intenlion.s. 

The Council declined to entertain the XawabV request, and 
indeed treated it as an act of hostility, and directed their Deputies 
t<» return to Caletttta bnihwith. Mir Kassitn, however, was bent 
on makitig one last ollort to preserve peace. lie charged Mr. 
Amyatt — Ijcfore he had received tlu^ order of withdrawal — to 
proceed to Calcutta and represent to the Council the jtainful 
position in which he was jdneed by the hostile attitude asstuued 
by Mr, Ellis, and the undisguised preparations which he was 
making for war. ^^r. Amyatt, following the course suggested by 
the Nawab, started on his return journey to Calcutta: but he 
Avas assassinated near IMurshcdabad, and his escort either shared 
his fate or Avorc taken prisoners. 

!Mr. Ellis, learning that the NuAvab Mir Kassim Avas strength- 
ening his jrarrison inside the eitv of Patna, and that it Avas most 
improbable that iicaec would be })roservcd, detennined to take 
June 25 tli, the initiative. Early on the morning of the 2oth .Tune 
17G3. Ellis ordered the Company’s trooi)Sj consisting of 4 Com- 
panies of the Bcngid European Regiment and 2500 Sepahis, to 
forcibly take possession of the city. The soldiers marched fi-om 
the fortified factory on the bank of the Ganges, and, scaling 
ladders being in readiness, thei’c A\’as no difficidty in ascending 
the nndefended aaMIs and opening the city gates from the inside ; 
AA'hen the English, having gained an entiAAUCC, marched through 
the main streets of the city in tAvo columns. 
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The Njnvab’s solclici's on guard over the gates, not autieipatiiig 1763v 
any hostile movement, -were completely taken aback; and, hastily 
firing a few shots, some sought shelter in the back streets, whilst 
others lied into the open countiy. IMir Mehdie Khan, the 
(iovernorof the city, at once rode ofi’ towards !Monghyrto report 
to the Nawab what had occurred. A large building in the city, 
called Chctul Situn, used as a hospital for our Europeans, was 
taken ])osscssion of by a party of the Nawab's soldiers, who 
deemed it safe from attack, as it contained our sick. 

The Nawab's troops also held the Citadel, the gates of which 
had heen closed on the first alarm, the occupants afterwards 
refusing to surrender. 

Captain Peter Carstairs, of the Bengal European Regiment, 
Commanded all the Company's troops at Patna, but his actions 
were controlled by the senior Civilian. Carstairs, who had 
previously done good service, held the reputation of being an 
able Commander ; but on this occasion, and during all the later 
opcnitions, his actions u'crc neither soldierlike nor judicious; for, 
as soon as the city had been occupied by the British, he, together 
with his Officers, returned to the factory to breakfast, leaving his 
soldiers to create havoc in the town and j)lunder the shops and 
houses at their discretion. 

^Ichdic Khan, hurrying on with his report towards !Monghyr, 
reached Eutwah, where ho met the advanced guard of the 
June 2.7tli, Kawalys relieving troops under Mavkar, who, hearing of the 
17Cr.. ptatc of affairs at Patna, and that the Citadel was still 
holding out, pushed forward so rapidly that his advanced guard 
reached the eastern gate of the city in a' few hours. Here the 
English had jdaced some Artillery and 2 field-pieces to protect 
the gate, which had not been closed, so Markar’s men, effecting 
an entrance almost unojiposcd, overpowered the British Artillery- 
men, who, spiking their guns, hastily retired. 

By this time lilarkar’s main Army had arrived, and quickly 
poured into the city, the English troops — scattered in all 
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17G3. directions, eager to loot — being only too glad to seek shelter 
•within the walls of the factory outside, where their officers had 
preceded them immediately after they had occupied the city. 

Markar possessed considerable militaiy experience, having 
distinguished himself during the wars in Holland, where he had 
learnt the importance of following up a victory with vigour. 
Immediately after he had recaptured the city, Markar reinforced 
the Nawab’s troops holding out at the citadel and hospital, and 
then pushing on to the English fortified factory outside, sur- 
rounded it with his European troops and kept np a continuous fire 
on the buildings occupied by the English. 

Affairs inside the factory in a few days became desperate; 
there was no hope of relief, pi'ovisions ivere scanty, and as the 
English fleet of boats had been detained at Munger, there was 
Imt a small supply of ammunition. An attempt to effect a 
retreat on the neighbouring factory at Bankipore had proved 
futile, and the garrison came to the unwelcome conclusion that 
their present position was altogether untenable, and that their 
only chance of escape was by crossing the river Ganges at night 
in the boats kept close at hand for the use of the factory. The 
garrison escaped on the evening of the 29th June; and having 
landed on the left bank of the river, mai’ched hastily in the 
direction of Ghupra, from whence they hoped to reach the 
territories of the Nawab of Oude, that Prince being at this 
time on friendly terms with the Company. 

Immediately the Nawab heard from his Governor, IMehdie 
Khan, of the capture of Patna by the British, and its subsequent 
occupation by Markar, he dispatched a second Brigade under 
Smnru with orders that should the English attempt to escape in 
a westerly direction he was to cut off their retreat. The position 
of the English ivas not improved by their having crossed the 
river, for they wei'e . poorly supplied with ammunition and pro- 
visions, and the river, swelled by the periodical i-ains, ovei-flowed 
its banks, making the country a vast swamp. 
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Suniru, Avitli liis Bri^nne. linil jnisliecl jiloiig tlic Ingli road so 170?. 
iiipidly that he had nearly reached Biixar Avhen, hearing of the 
eseajie of the English from Patna, he crossed the river Ganges 
near Arndi ; barring the progress of the fngitives in front, whilst 
Jilarkar, with his Brigade, was pressing on their rear. The English, 
however, managed on July 1st to reach tlni village of Manji, 
where they sighted Sumru's Division. Had Clive been in 
command, he might — indeed, he would — liavc triumphed; it was 
just the kind of hopeless position that jdaced Clive on his mettle, 
but Carsfairs was a very dift’erent stain]) of man, and lately he had 
clearlv demonstnUed that he was not to be trusted on a irreat 
emergency. Had Carstairs made a bold dash at Sumru’s Division 
in front, he might have forced him back and gained the town of 
Chupr.v ; or. had he on the j)rcvious day turned on his pursuers, 
he might have beaten them back and retaken the city of Patna, 
left by !Markar poorly jirotcctcd ; hut he had hesitated to take 
cither course, and ultimately allowed the enemy, pressing on him 
in front and rear, to take the initiative. Carstairs seized a position 
near the village of '^^anji, where he jilaced his four Companies of 
the Bengid Euroj)cans on .«ome risking ground, sui)ported on his 
flanks and rear by his Sejiahi Battalions, who made some gallant 
charges, headed by Carstairs'^ and seven or eight of his Euro- 
]iean Oflicers all of whom were soon shot down ; when several of 
,lulv 1st, the French soldiers who had taken service in the Bengal 
17(in. Eurojiean Begimeut, looking on the battle as lost, deserted 
over to their comiiatriots under Sumru and Markar. Further 
resistance was now considered hopeless ; and the British who had 
survived the enemy’s onslaught were made })risoners.t Many of 

* Capt.iin (Inrstairs wns probably .severely wounded at the Battle of Manji, 
as be died on the road before the prisoners readied Patna. — Mililari; 
Cdicnilar, vol. II., p. 71 . 

t Many years afterwards a quantity of the Company's muskets, issued in 
i7Gl, were discovered buried near the place where the Battle of ISIanji was 
fought. It is probable that the European soldiers buried their arms before 
they were made prisoners. 
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17C8. the Seimhis, liclicving that the power of tlic British was oii tlic 
wane, agreed to lake service with the Nawah; and those wlio 
refused were stripped of their regimentals and sent to their 
.Inly 8nl, homes. The English — civilians, oflicer.s, and soldiers — were 
1708. now marched hack to Patna, and confined in the Chctnl 
Situn, where they Averc ]da(‘.ed under a strong guard and kept 
close prisoners. 

Early in July, 17(53, alanning rnmotirs fiew ahont in the 
Calcutta bazaar that a fatal disaster had hcfallcn the British anns 
at l^itna. No reliable intelligence had been received by the 
.luly 7tli, Council, hut on the 7th a letter reached the Governor from 
17t)3. ;^Jn. Kassim, full of rcjiroaches and saicnsms, saying, that IMr. 

Ellis had “ in consequence of his inward friendshij) favoured me " 
‘‘ in this fray and slaughter, with all the muskets and cannon of” 
“ his Army, and is himself relieved of his burden.” 

This letter Avas believed to imply that A\‘ar had not only been 
precipitated at Patna, but that ^lir Kassim’s troojis had gained 
j)Osscssiou of all the British arms and munitions of Avar; and, next 
day, reliable information Avas received that Kassimbazar, but 
Aveakly garrisoned, Avas invested by the Nawab’s troops. 

It Avas noAv evident that avc Avere on the eve of a great Avar : 
and prepamtions to act on the ofiensive Averc quickly undertaken. 

At this time the Bengal European Battalion consisted of tAA'O 
Grenadier and ten Battalion Companies — each having 55 innk and 
file; but only a fcAv of these Avcrc available for active serA'icc. 
Four Comjjanles, as already mentioned, Avere at Patna under Cap- 
tain Carstairs ; three at Jessalorc under Captain Champion ; tAvo 
at Amboa under Captain Knox; leaving only three Companies 
at or near Calcutta under their scA'cral Cajitains. 

In addition, there Avas attached to the Bengal European 
Battalion a Company of French Bangers, commanded by 
Lieutenant Claude !Martine.* These had deserted in a body 

* It Avas this Officer who Iniilt the “ !Martinieres’’ at LucknoAV and 
Calcutta. 
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1763. from tlie Frencli Ai'my and taken service witli the English after 
the siege of Pondicheny, and, as a precaution, 'svere sent by the 
Madras Government for service in Bengal. 

In addition to the Bengal Europeans there were, quartered in 
Fort William,* H.M. 84th Regiment, lately arrived, only 
about 400 strong, the Company’s European Cavalry, and two 
Companies of European Artillery with 10 field-guns ; making a 
total of only 850 Europeans available for service in the field, and 
about 1500 Sepahis. 

For the in’otection of Chandernagore and Calcutta, 80 sick 
Europeans, a few Artillciymen, and a company of Invalids, with 
a detachment of Native Infantry, were aU the Regular troops 
which could be spared; but the Militia and Volunteers were 
embodied and placed on gaiTison duty. 

Notwithstanding that every exertion was made, to prepare the 
Army quickly for the field, it was not until the 5th July that 
July 5th, hlajor Adams— lately appointed to the chief command of the 
1763. Bengal Army — crossed the river Hugh. 

A treaty had been previously concluded between the Calcutta 
Council and Mir J’afar Hhan — ■the Nawab-elect — and under the 
articles of which he was proclaimed a second time Nawab of Bengal, 
Bchar, and Orissa ; all privileges previously granted to the English 
were confirmed — ^including the obnoxious passnotes ; it was agreed 
that the expenses of the coming war should be borne by the Native 
Government ; and Mir Kassim Khan was proclaimed a rebel. 

On the 17th Juty Mir J’afar Khan joined .!Major Adams’s Army 
with such of his followers and soldiers as he had been able to collect. 

The first action of the Campaign was fought by Lieutenant 
William Glenn, commanding some Sergeant^ of the Bengal 
- European Battalion, a detail of Artillery with six guns, and the 
2nd Burdwan Battalion. He had under escort £20,000 in specie, 
as well as supplies of cattle arid grain for the headquarter Army. 

* Tliis was the new Fort (also called “ Fort William”) which was situated 
on the esplanade to the south-west of Calcutta, just completed. 
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This slender force reached the river Adji on the 17th July, 1763. 
Avhen it was attacked by an Aimy of 17,000 men. Cavalry and 
Infantry, but fortunately without Artillery, Glenn chose his 
]iosition on some rising ground, intersected by mvincs, whicb he 
Julv ITtli, rightly conjectured would prove a difficulty to the attacking 
l<6n. Cavalry. Ills treasure and cattle he placed in his rear. 

Here Glenn awaited the enemy, who made a detennined advance, 
hoping by sbeer weight to crush the weaker force, but the 
English Artillciymcn served their guns so effiectively that the 
masses of the enemy, who again and again came to the charge, 
were successfully repelled ; every onset was received with a 
deadl}’- discharge of gmpc and musketry; but, as the enemy fell, 
the gaps in their iiinks were rei)aircd by tbeir reserves. Three 
times the guns" and treasure were captured by the enemy, and 
as often wrenched from their gmsp by the determined charges 
of our Sepahis, nobly led by the Sergeants of the Bengal Euro- 
l)can Regiment, all of whom were killed whilst assisting in the 
recapture of their convoy. 

After four hours’ hard fighting, the enemy drew oflp, leaving in 
t he mvincs many of their dead and mortally wounded. Glenn, with 
his gallant little band, was now complete master of the position, 
having preserved his treasure and commissariat intact. He then 
followed up his success by marching on the Fort of Kutwah, 
which he ca])turcd the same evening, the enemy showing but 
slight resistance. Here Glenn found a vast store of grain and a 
large number of cattle, whicb he added to his convoy; and, 
crossing the Bhagii-athi river the next day, joined the Head- 
quarter Ai'iny under iMajor Adams, which was encamped on the 
left bank, with a strong body of the enemy’s Cavalry waiting to 
oppose his forward march. 

On the 19th !Major Adams moved forward with the view of 

The two field-guns which were three times recaptured by the Native 
Infantry were presented by the East India Company to the 2nd Burdwan 
Battalion, afterwards the 8th Kegiment N.I. — Broome, 

E 
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1763. giving buttle to the troops disputing liis adv.unce towards Pla.ssey 
and Mursliedabad. The enemy was commanded by one of the 
ablest of the ex-Naw.ab’s Generals, Mohamed Taki Khan, who 
had, on the previous day, been reinforced by the troops defeated 
by Glenn ; but, whether from jealousy or fear, these held aloof, 
declining to take part in the coming action. Mohamed Taki 
July 19th, Khan, renowned in ADr Ivassim’s Anny for his conspicuous 
1763. gallantry, now advanced to meet the British without the aid 
of liis allies. He had under his command a body of Cavalry 
held to be the flower of the cx-Nawab’s newly-organized Army, 
the troopers, Afghans, Bohillas, and Pcrsi.ans, all noted for their 
horsemanship and skill in the use of their weapons. The English 
Cavalry on their small horses, unable to hold their ground, were 
forced back on our main Army by Mohamed Taki Khan: seeing 
•which, the enemy made a general .advance as if to follow up their 
success. Mohamed Taki Khan now rode fonvard amongst his 
men, encouraging them to make a grand effort to dnve the 
British, once and for all, from their countiy; reminding them 
that the English were not invincible; how they had been de- 
feated at the battle of ^lanji by !Mir Kassim' Khan’s troops, and 
iwging them to stake their lives on the issue. Excited and 
encouraged by the address of their Commander, the troopers 
laished forward with cheers and shouts to drive their enemies 
from the field, but, as they advanced they met with a check ; our 
Artillery for the first time opening fire and creating much havoc 
in their ranks. The British Infantry came steadilj' to the front, 
under cover of their guns, receiving repeated charges from 
the Cavahy on the points of their bayonets. The mastery was 
now desperately contested ; our Cavalry, vastly out-numbered and 
overmatched, seeming paralysed, when the enemy successively 
renewed their charges with much vigour. It was an anxious 
•July 19th, moment, for it appeared that the tide had turned against the 
1763. British, and that they could not hold their gi’ound; but, 
just when all seemed lost, Mohamed Taki Khan’s horse was 
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» tnii'k hv n ^!^Ht nliirl) nJ-o jlic ritlcrV fnut ; tni;. nolliiiijr 17(11. 

lie niuimJitl :i ftv-lt Imr-o niifl jodo to tlu' fmnl’. 
hU in<n {uwln-fl ittul fmttlniik the liin'. 

Si'finir (hv lti«- n"lu iinnlc «ni n rivulet 

lndtind tile 1>;U)K*- «‘s" ulii<’h )««• lind, with judi^iiifut, n 

•!? Scjvihi* in :uiilni«-1i. who )i:nl hern dirci'ied ;o Keep 
t’h*'-'’ find rf-rrvi- their jin'. 

Mohntniwl ’Pid;! Khmi. ftili oti tiirnili;,' otir ri;.dil ilr.nk, imt 
h.'inli.ed in hi*- pnrjMe-e hy .NdntiJ*-' inov<-)in*nt, dn-heil in;** the 
-tjM-;!!!). 5<.lh<vved Itv u rli'i'-eii h;>lid of hi?= hiit, :i« they 

•Aen* n’-i-.-nditi];; the h:\ok, !i red line r>*‘e troin the !iiii1ni*<-.'’.de ;ind 
pi>tire<i :i de.'olly fire riyht into tln'ir lnee<. Mohnined Te.ki Klnin 
w:t- ih*' fir*^! to f;d!, ^^it)t n hidlef lhion”h hi!- liniin ; :!!)d the 
Jemlino troitp* !'-* j»ejl‘'hed he-ide their < ‘oininsnider. 

’Idle i\ho!e lenly «if the ( 'ovulrv now. d^^hl';lrten(•d i>v the lo*.*. 

• if the iteoi in nlioin tiny phieed •-o jinieli n'linnee. ”:ive way: 
hut In reoTo'-'-injr the n\tilet they had to run the pnintlet of the 
iire of /nir troop*;, and tlnoe \%ho »— raped, joinine their eomradef; 
in rear, o-dloped off, I.-a\ino .Vdatn- in eoimnand of the r>>nd: mi 
that, pnr-uinir. Ik* <-o<.n eaine upon the enemy’- eamp ahaiidotied in 
their tliylit . eoiitainino n lante «piantity ot o,-,in, .■•ome Artillery. 

:tnd <*attle. 

It) thi*; net ioii. railed the 1 hit tie of Kutwnli. Lieutenant Smith 
<;*f the liene.d Knropeati l{e”inu’nt wa-' hilh'd, 

’I'hat ni;.dil the llriti-h ,\rmy under Adams l)i\ouaeked iii'ar 
the Xnwah’*- Inmtino-hox. on the field of iMie-sey. where (dive. 

Jn>-I fix veat's hefore. had wntehed Sinijn M daulah’s stiipcndons 
Army eirelinjr mimd the Mantroe (irove whieh sheltered the 
hnwe little foree under his eommnnd ; and that niydit, when 
Adams’ ffutries w<*re planted round the Hritish eamp. they were 
told that “('live" was their jiarole and “IMassey" their eoim- 

tersioii. 

The enemv. still oj»po.-ino our onward mnreh, took up a jiosition 
nhoiit 2 miles south of Murshedahad, their front eovercd by a 
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1703 , liH'gc hink called ^Iniljlul; whilst Adsiuis, to secure: u leisc for 
fiilurc oponitions, iiiiju-ovcd the elcfcnccs of the Fort of Jvntnidv 
which he converted into a depot for his AVounded men, s\uphis 
jirovisions, and uunmuiitioii, Jlcre a ilctaclmient of .Sepahis was 
left for the jirotection of the Fe»rt. 

On (he 'Jllrd July Adams aoain attacked the enemy in their 
iMolijhil entrenchments, hut (hey, making only a show of resist- 
ance, retired on their main defences at .Suti,'ahont ;57 miles to the 
north of the city Mnrshedahacl, which was now ficenpied hy o\ir 
trooj)s. The Oovernor of the. city escaped to Snti, hut tho 
July S.'lrd, inhahitants for the most part welcomed the English. Mir 
1703. Jvassim’s rcio^n had not heen poptdar amonost the Hindus, of 
wljom lie had always heen snspieiims, and tt>Avards Avljoni he Imd 
shewn ofoat severity; foremost amongst the snn’erers heing the- 
wealthy family of iScths — the great hankers — sevend of whom he 
had imjn'isoned in order that he might confiscate their property. 
The nohles. Mahomedan as well as Hindus, had been mulcted 
of their fortunes ; and now that the Capital had been removed 
to bTonghyr the business of Alurshedabad was seriously injured j 
all these causes tendered to make Mir Kassim’s reign unj)opular 
with the citizens of the old Capital, Avho felt that thev could 
hardly change for the Avorse. Under these circumstances the 
.July 24th, NaAvab jMir J’afav's return to ])OAV0r aa’us hailed AA'ith even' 
17G3. demonstration of joy, and Ids triumjdial entry into the 
city on 24tb .Tidy, ITGIT, Avhen he Avas fonnally placed in the 
“ IMnsnnd ” by tlie English Commander, A\-as celebrated AA-itli 
much rejoicing. 

Although some Divisions of Mir Kassiin’s Aimy had been sent 
in advance to oppose our foi-AA-ard march, it Avas at Suti that the 
cx-NaAvab had instructed his Genei-als to make a detennined 
stand. For this purpose large reinforcements, including the tivo 
Brigades under Sumni and Markim, Avith 1 6 field-pieces manned 
by European Ai-tillerymen, and a large body of Northern Cavahy 
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v.rAier Asfi'v” Ukr.. Iv-er. ir.:<l’e5l tx'>r"VAr\i, Or. tlic 2Prh irf:?. 
B-rtbr. forv-r itr.de.r Aum> rdvArccd rlrig tl;e li^b rv'rd 
r.r'T.rd> Srt;. Ct'.rtnrr Kr.>x. ^rth ht? twi-> Co'.r.jxra:cs. 
_'r:r-.xl rrc Keprrcrt fn‘>ri Arr.Bxi or. dry; rr.dt Crptrr.i 
KoBcrr Crir.rV-A'u rI<o ot tr.e I^^-rp-d Errororn Kocr.r.ort, 
Ix'-:r.y pL'-ord ir. cov.’.rr'.rd rt K:*.>?:r.;b;rr;r. v,d;on.' or.r 'A'or.r.detl 
E*'.Torcr.r.-? rrd r dcrtor.ii'.or.t ot Sor;ili;? ^v\'rr Ictr lo- tito rtv"^ 

.. 4. ' i. 

tec:!,''*.', jd tb.? Corrv.'.r.v'< fri.-r.'rv. Csrrrr.; Krox 'at.< rr.ror.it o-.l 

>• « •4.. V t. 

t.^.irr:ertrr.stcr-G'cr.v'r.i:. ar.d Cartriii CIi;i:r.rior. ivlio r.-.id jor.ie'.I 
rb.r t'.-rrd*rr.-:ir:cr? ot tb.o Kc^dner-t iron Aelutis.-irv'', «r.< r.otrdmiiotl 
■Mnor ot Brt^vdo; rr.d Enttterrr.t Glem vv-;\:?roimrdtHl tor tit-? di^- 
ttr^r.Bb.C'd iro.ilrr.tr}- by cvtr^ idrooxl or ^f£Jor Aitr:r.<' perjvruil 

Tlie BritBh nroo r.-.rv cxiripit-JoHl II.M. b4t!i Be^ir.ort o.ttd 
rho Bor^rl Emrorr. Rc^r.r.or.t — 'Gtli Cuirdo Marttre # Froroli 
CotiitAtry — dr?: ovor lG>d Err.y'crr. Inf.ritr^': loC' Erro-poni 
Crvrity: lid Artiuervrrc-r : iird 4>.W txn'rh:?^ 

Tito erotry'? toroo <.vr.?Bto>.; ot al'«'>rt Irrirtro. riiior^t 

v.'Itor.t 'A-vro Srir.rr'? rr.d Mrrfctr? inttrcd brigade?; : lid^OO 
Cmtlry : a Irrpo B.xly ot Ettixo'ear -Vnlllon* : rrd rr. oitVotB'e 
Bc'okor Corp.?o 

Or ilto i?t Ar.p.t?t Adsar.? or..>??ovI tb.e nror Bttr.?Iu over ixlinh 
b.oiridforrd it r.o-oo?!?ar^* to tltmv r bndp?: ni?: rmy row do- 
Anra?: Isr. rloyitiy^ or. tito pirir? ot Gertrli^ the Evo'r? Brr.?Ii and 
ITc:.^, Blirarrrttld forrur.^ ar rr.glo rt Id? roar. 

Or tb.o trortdr^ ot the ind the ereriy wr? ?oer rd*<.'rr.eir.^: but 
r? Id? ye?t:ior at Srti ^va? krowu r^> \'en' stroriyly ontrer.elitxL 

and a? it eoirtidetely I’urrod the roxtd, Adatr? had it'.-*: artieiprted 
tnr Mir i5la??iitd? Gt'reral wordd otter Hrt buttle, ard that hedhl 
?.> Tra?.i',rerubly due to Id? de?ire ta> tithe advrrtitge oi wirtr he 
dserued .to K' the dartp-'m? p.iuiti.n tr whieh Adart? Irtvl phteetl 
Id? Artrv. The eror.ty, with Id? jx>wortuI Isorchent Cavitiry, 
■\rt?tIv.or,i-;rr.ttthrr£ri: rite whole Etiirli?h force, ho;xxh bv a C'ru?hiuo' 
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August ^rid, cliarge to break through the British line; and, forcing it 
17G3. hack, whilst broken, riglit and left into the rivers in its rear,, 
to utterly exterinijiate it, and thus end the campaign. 

Adams ^\•as fully aware of the danger of his unwillingly-chosen 
position; hut, the enemy having taken the initiative, the choice 
had not I'ested with him. He found himself threatened by a 
Ijoweiful body of Cavalry in front, whilst in his rear there were two 
rapid streams which, in the event of disaster, Avould form an eftce- 
tual barrier to his retreat ; moreover, he knew there was no reliance 
to be j)laecd on his Eurojiean Cavalry when opj^osed to that of 
the enemy, mounted on northern horses, superior in every way to 
the poor type of animal procurable in Bengal. 

It appeared for some time doubtful if the enemy were really in 
earnest, but, as they Avcrc now advancing in battle airay, Adams 
prepared for action, forming his European Infantry into one Bat- 
talion, the Bengal Europeans representing the right, and the 84th 
the left wing. On each flank of his Euro])ean Infantry he placed 
two fiold-jneces, beyond which his >Sepahis, flanked again by 
Arfillcry, The British line now stretched completely across the 
])lain, the right and left resting on the rivers Bansli and Bhagar- 
alhi. The rear of the British line at the angle formed by the two 
rivers was tho resci'vc, consisting of the European Cavalry, 
one Battalion of Sepahis, and two field-pieces Avith a few 
Artillciyincn. 

Adams now advanced his line, keeping his flanks close to the 
rivers, and the engagement commenced Avitb a heavy cannonade 
from eacth side. 

It was .'oon seen that the fonnation of the enemy’s trooj)s resem- 
bled our own, Sumrn’s and ^MarkurV trained Brigades being in tlio 
centre, flanked by their Eurojjcan .(Vrtillery in great force, whilst 
their Native Infantry, in masses, Ava.s on their right and left. 
Their numeruus Divisifuis of Cavalry did not aj)pear to have any 
aj)p{iinted po.'ition*, but, .«pread about, W(ae aj)parently awaiting 
an opportunity to attack any part of the British line showing 
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^vcakIlcf^8. Anionfr^t the enemy’s Cavalry were seen the picked 17G3. 
troo])crs who had fonfjht at the battle of Kntwah, under 
Mohained Taki Kh an. 

The two lines approached, each showing a determined front; 

‘Jnd. accnnite lire of onr Ein'Oj)ean Infantiy at first 

1 / 0 . 1 . caused the centre IJrigiulcs of the enemy's line to give 
ground, and it a])]iearcd for a moment as if we were going to gain 
an easy victory. , 

To enable them to recover themselves, Mir Kassini’s General 
sent a body of his Cavalry to charge the British left, occupied by 
Cajitain Sihhert’s Battalion, which was, after a struggle, forced 
back; and, although the Scpahi.s fought nobly to hold their 
ground, they were hurled into the stream, where most of those 
who had escaped the sword were drowned. 

During this Cavalry charge the enemy, temporarily relieved, 
re-formed, and were now returning our musketry lire along their 
whole line. 

As soon as Adams saw that Sibbert’s ]b.\ttalion had given 
ground he brought up his reserves, which, though they succeeded 
in forcing hack a portion of the Cavalry, were too late to save 
(.’aptain .Sibbcrt’.s Battalion from disaster. 

The British line was now fairly broken on its left, and the 
enemy’s Cavalry, pouring through the gaj) to our rear, boldly 
charged and cajitured the two guns on the left of the 84th, the 
“Kocket Corps” at the same time concentrating their rocket-fire 
on that Kcgimcnt. 

By thi.s time our reserves liad Avorked their two guns with such 
judgment and elfect that the large bodies of the enemy’s Cavahy 
threatening our line in front had been forced to retire ; and the 
Bengal European Regiment, relieved, Avere enabled to come to the 
support of the 84th, by engaging the “Rocket Corps.” The 84th, 
also relieved from pressure in their front, at once gallantly faced 
about, and, charging the ISTativc Cavahy in their rear, recaptured 
the tAvo guns AA'hich had been tempoi-arily lost. Just at this 
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1768. time the Commanclev of the attacking Cavalry Avas severely 
wounded and left the fields accompanied by many of his troopers, 
who, smarting under ovir continuous fire, sought shelter in 
retreat ; and a fresh body of Cavalry, sent to reinforce those who 
had given way, hesitated on seeing the advance-])arty huriying 
towards them and hearing their wounded Commander. 

Adams grasped the ojiportunity, and rapidly re-forming the 
British line, closed it on its centre; when, placing himself at the 
head of liis troops, he made a detennined advance. The two 
lines met, and for a time the result seemed doubtful; hut our 
European Infantry proved too strong for Sumru’s Bidgadc, who 
Avere ultimately driven back at the point of the bayonet. 

The right and left of the enemy’s line, consisting principally of 
Irregular Infantry, quickly folloAved the example of the trained 
August 2nd, Brigades, flying in all directions ; and the Cav.alry, aa’Iio 
1763. lijxd xxp to this time so fully maintained their reputation 
for gallantry, fled, Sunu'u’s and ^lai’kar’s men alone preserving 
order in their retreat. 

Adams pressed on in hot pursuit, driving the enemy 
through and beyond their for-tified position at Suti, AA’hich they 
attempted only feebly to defend. Their camp, containing 17 
pieces of cannon, a A’ast amount of stores and ammunition, 
and on the riAmr 150 boats laden Avith munitions of Av.ar, AA'as 
c.apturcd. 

The loss of the enemy Avas very great, but not so heaAy in 
proportion as that of the British. Of Captain Sibbert’s Battalion 
fcAY men escaped; our Europeans also had suffered lieaAuly. 
That brave young Officer, Glenn, Avas killed, also Lieutenant 
Walter Furlong, of the Bengal Europc.an Batt.alion. C.aptain 
Knox, Avho had signally distinguished himself during the action 
Avas promoted to a Majoi-ity, Lieutenant Francis Couzens being 
promoted to a Company, vice Knox. 

The Battle of Gcriah is Avorthy of prominent notice in the 
history of our early conquests in Bengal, illustrating in the 
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•olenrost, inunncr how unviuyin^ is the success of good generalship 17G3. 
verms force only. 

ISIirlC assim laid no claim to generalship, lacking cvcryrcqnisitc — 

■even that of jiersonal corn-age. The ex-Nawah was a good 
legislator, hut he was avowedly no soldier. 

Tlic Ihitish force at. the hatlle of Geriah mnnhered under 
5500 men ; the enemy, according to Broome, had -10,000 men. 
^rallcson computes the numher at 28,000 “ of good stamp.” 

Mir Kas sim's Gencr.d h-.ul the choice of ])osition, his Cavalry was 
SIS 120 to 1, his Artillery was numerically superior; either Snmru 
•<n- Mark: n- might have led Mir Kassim’s Army, but the Native 
Commanders would not serve Jinder an alien ; for, though foreigners 
were emjdoyed to educate the Native Army, they were not 
trusted with the suineme command. 

Ada)ns, having ojieucd the roa<l and driven the enemy beyond 
their fortified position at Suti, returned to Geriah, where he 
pitched liis camj): collecting the wounded, both of his own 
and Mir Kassim’s .■\rmy. all being sent to the iMurshedabad 
hospital. 

Having re-formed his Army Adams advanced one march on 
the -Ith (tf August, when he found that the enemy, any- 
thing hut cowed, had retired to Oodwah Nullah (Undw.ah Nala), 
j\u"nRt -Itli fortified position on a low i-.ingc of hills, where IMir 
1703. Kassim had instructed his Commanders to bar the road 
eflectively against the British advance, and, although the fortune 
t)f war had been against him in the open field, he was confident that 
.an action at Undwah Nala would be to him a ci-owning victory. 

To this end Mir Kassim’s Engineers, taking advantage of a 
'deep gorge, clef t out of the rocks by a mountain torrent, foi-med 
:a position which, natundly strong, w.as now aided by powerful and 
.scientifically-planned fortifications. Its capture was deemed im- 
])i-acticable, even when held by a small Army only, but, as the 
•defenders vastly out-numbered the force moving forward to its 
assault, no fear was entertained by Mir Kassim of the result. 
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I7(;n. JminciiHo Munn Imd l)c(‘n <;.\|k-iii1c(I (ni ilit; dcfcnco, 

complctoly n(’rof<s lln; flankrd hy tin; Hnjniidud iimittUnni' 

on tlic ri^ht and (he rivor (muii;*;;* on the loft, and completely 
(Miinnmndin^ the high road IcmUngfroin Mni>hedahad toMonghyr 
and J’atna. 


A Coniinnntl(!r, however deternnned, wotdd hardly attemjjt to- 
force the road without having previon^y redneed the works hy 
which it was eonnnaiuUal. for it wa^ defended at every ptant hy 
scientifically-placed halterie.'; and even, conld the pas'-age he 
ellectod, Adams was not the man to leave the enemy undisturhed 


in his 


hatteries and fortilications of Umlwah Nfda 


were of onormons strength ; whilst spreailing ont for miles in 
fnmt was a deep morass hordered hy an artificial wet ditch 
1)0 feet wide and I'Ji dcc[). Ilehind this ditch was a wall 1<S feet 
high and 7 feet thick, ovtn' which were nimjiarts on an average 
(10 feet high and 10 feet thick. The left of the entamchments 
ahntted on the river, close to which was the only road, ninning 
in a south-westerly direction for ahont a mile, with hatteries 


erected on the scarped rocks. 

The right of the fortifications ahntted on a stceji hill, the 
precipices and r.ivines being strongly fortified and ganasoned. 
Behind these new fortifications the tdd line of works extended. 


through the centre of which the high road passed. These old 
works were .still used for anxiliarv defence, having been fonncrly 
hnilt as an adjunct to the natnnd strength of the jiosition, 
increased by the steep hanks of the mountain stream flowing 
along the rear, and across which there was a stone bridge, also 
strongly defended. The enemy’s camp was pitched on an ojicn 
space between the old and new defences. 

As soon as j\Iir Ivassim heard that his Army had been diivcn 


from their advanced camp at Snti and were retiring on the 
fortifications at Umlwah Niihi, he sent from INIonghyr large rein- 
forcements, amongst which was an additional Brigade, drilled and 
equipped on the English system, commanded by an Anuenian, 
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named Aratoon. The Army of defence no^Y amounted to 40,000 1763 
men, including three Regular Brigades, Commanded by Sumru, 
]Markar, and Aratoon, as well as a huge body of European 
Artillery. 

On the 11th August the Britisli Army arrived within four 
August lltli, uiiles of the enemy’s position, when the appalling strength, 

1763. Qf the fortifications was realised; but Adams did not 
despond, though he felt acutely the responsibility of his position,, 
and the difficulties of the task which he must accomplish. 

He pitched his camp on the southern border of the morass,, 
parallel to that of the enemy. Our hcaA y guns were now landed 
from the boats, fascines and gabions, E, were constmeted along the 
face of the river, and batteries, E, erected opposite to what was held 
to be the best point of attack. As our men, during the con- 
stiTiction of these works, were constantly harassed by the enemy’s 
Cavalry, entrenchments were thrown up extending along the 
entire front of the British position. 

On the 4th September our works had been advanced along the 
banks of the Ganges to within three hundred yards of the 
yupteml)er 1th, enemy’s fortifications; but it Avas found that our siege 
1763. gvTiis made only small impression on the massive Avorks 
in their front. The only result of our cannonade, Avhich had noAv 
been maintained Avithout intennission for scA'eral days, Avas one 
A'cry impcifect breach effected near the river-gate, B. 

The position of affairs in the British camp Avas anything but 
promising ; for Adams could not advance his batteries any nearer 
to the fortifications, and at the distance at Avhich his guns Avere 
placed he could not effect a practicable breach. He Avas unable 
to moA'C his Infantry across the morass — AA'hich he belicA'ed at 
this season Avas quite impassable, and, altogether, the prospect of 
cariying the enemy’s fortifications apjAeared far distant, if not • 
altogether impracticable. 

Adams had retired to his tent intending to form some decided 
plan of action, AA'hen one of those unforeseen events occurred AA'hicb 
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17C3. SO repeatedly in our early Indian liistory nnirk the tnrning-point 
in British nndertalcings. .Inst at this time, a str.inge-looking 
European appeared before Adams’ tent, and having forced himself 
into his ])rescncc, stated that he had deserted from the British 
Service in the hope of obtaining advancement in Mir Kassim’s 
Army, hnt, his expectations not having being realised, he had 
left the enemy’s camp on the ])rcvions evening. Crcejnng past 
Bieir guards, he had jnst snccceded in making his escape, and he 
now presented himself before the British Commander a suppliant 
for mercy, hut prepared to give valuable information for his 
iihsolution. He had ascertained, whilst in the enemy’s service, 
that there was a ford through the momss, by using which a body 
■of soldiers could safely reach the extreme right of the fortifications, 
where, at a point described, the enemy’s outpost, D, could he 
reached and overjiowered by a few determined men. Near this 
■outpost an attack could he made on the i-ampart, A, capping, 
the hill which overlooked and ])artially commanded the 
■enemy’s main position. As the deserter’s pardon depended on 
his trathfuincss and the feasibility of the scheme, his conditions 
were accepted, he undertaking to successfully pilot a body of our 
men across the morass up to the enemy’s defences; his absolution 
and return to the ranks of his Regiment being his reward. 

Little did Adams think, when he retired almost in despair to his 
tent, that a light would break u])on him which would enable him to 
map out a plan of action promising such glorious results. If he 
could gain possession of the conical hill. A, and at the same time 
effect an entry at breach, B, near the water-gate, the cnemy» 
finding themselves unexjicctcdly assailed on both flanks at once 
would j)robably be dismayed ; and in their disorder Adams was con- 
Septemter 4th, fident that he could gain such an advantage as Avoukl place 
1763. enemy at his mercy. So assured was he now of the 

success of his scheme that he determined to attempt its execution 
that very night. A code of signals by lights was very carefidly 
arranged to meet every contingency. Should the Commander of 
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the stornniig-party succood in gaining the height, A, niuler cover 1763. 
of the (lui'kness, n lighted torch was to he raised high in. the air ; 
on seeing which, a vigorous attack was to be made on the breach, 

II, near the water-gate, which, even though nnsncccssfid, 
wonld dniw the attention of the enemy from the storming-jnirty, 
whilst eflbeting its entry. tShonld tlic breach he successfully 
carried, a junction was t(» be cflcctcd between the two storming- 
partics, in rear of the enemy’s foremost batteries; and, this done, 
the main diflicnlties of the attack wonld be overcome. 

Captain Irving, of the Bengal Enrojican Regiment, was 
a])pointcd to command the storming-party fording the morass; 
nnder him were the Grenadier Companies of the 84th and 
Bengal European Regiment, and two complete Battalions of 
Sepahis. The rest of the attacking force was put under Captain 
^^ol•an. The reserve was under Major Carnac, and a small force 
was left to protect the standing camp. 

The assanlting jiarties left the British camj) three hours before 
September 5tb, daybreak ; Moran, at the same time, with the main 
1<63. force, occupying the trenches, E, near the water-gate. 
Carnac was in readiness to sn])port any of the attacking force 
where assistance might be needed, 

Irving’s task in crossing the morass was far more difficult than 
had been anticipated. It was true that the ford was not 
iinjiracticable, but it was intricate and uncertain. The men had 
to wade through the waiter, frequently up to their waists, 
necessitating their having to carry their ammunition and muskets 
on their heads ; the scaling ladders being carried in like manner 
by camp followers. tStrict oixlcrs had been issued that the 
storming-piirty were to move along as silently as possible, and 
under no circumstances was a shot to be fired during their passage 
across the moinss. After much laboiu- the wading -party 
succeeded in reaching the rising ground at the foot of the hill, 
when Irving dispatched some of his men in ad^•ance in the 
direction which the deserter had indicated as the position of the 
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1763. enemy’s outpost, D. The British adviinced-party found all as 
still as death; and, as no sentries had been planted by the enemy, 
our men cautiously advanced Avithout creating any alarm. They 
now discoAmred that the men composing the enemy’s outpost- 
guard Avere rolled up in their blankets and sound asleep. Our 
soldiers nished at them, soon ovei’powering and bayonetting them, 
•in most instances, before they aAAmke, and this Avas acomplished so 
silently that Irving AAms not immediately aAAmre of the success 
Avhich had been gained ; the scaling ladders Avere quickly placed 
against the outer ramparts, but during the ascent of the leading 
files an alarm Avas laised by the defenders. 

Adams’ anticipation that all AA’ith the enemy Avould be confusion 
AA'as realised to the full. A dozen brave men, Avith their AA'its about 
them, could liaA’e easily tliiWAm back the besiegers before reaching 
the tops of the ladders : but the enemy Avere so unprepared for an 
attack at this point, and so confused by the darkness, that they ran 
about hither and thither in the Avildest perplexity, looking for orders 
Avhich no one Avas at hand to giAm. Amidst the general confusion 
the European Grenadiers gained the rampart; and, almost 
Septemlier oth, unopposed, drove the teiTified enemy before them. A 
1763. vi2:orous assault Avas noAA'' made on the stockade at the 

summit of the hill, which AA'as captured ; the Sepahis at tlie 
same time streaming into the batteiaes as they ascended the Avails 
on the scaling ladders, all of AA'hich had been successfully placed 
without difficulty. 

Whilst these cA’cnts Avere taking jjlace, Cajitaiu Moran AAith 
his Division concealed in the trenches AA'as AA’^atching anxiously 
for the signal from Iiwing that he had succeeded in attain- 
ing the summit of the opposite hill. A, and to his satisfaction 
he noAv perceived the buraing torch exultingly AvaA'ed aboA'C the 
stockade. 

!Moran, as ordered by ^lajor Adams, had made a feint AA'ith part 
of his troops in the direction of the breach, B, AA’ith the object of 
attracting the enemy’s attention and inci-easing their confusion ; 
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ilmt. on .‘'Ccing tlvc Fignul timt Irving’s ])arty lind succeeded i 
]Momn’s dclnsivo at tack was at once converted into a vlgorons 
.assaidt. 

Onr advanced batteries, E. now (tjiened a violent fire on the 
kreaeb, nnder cover ot wliieli Monin advanced to the attack ; tlic 
ilitob was crossed with some, diflicnlty, but onr soldiers were 
so coinjdetely concealed by tbc smoke of the enemy’s gnns 
that his advance was uniterccivcd : and, indeed, from his having 
rctivatcd to the trenches and silently awaited the. signal to attack, 
the enemy assumed that the slonning of the breach had been 
•deemed impmet icablc and abandoned. 

Mor.in’s jvirty now boldly ]mslied on; and altbongb the breach, 
Jk admitted of but one man passing in at a time, a few soon 
gtiined a footing inside the battery, before the enemy attempted 
So oppose them. 

A detachment was now sent to open the gtites from the inside: 
and the main l>ody of the English Army, Unshed with their 
success, rushed upon the defenders, forcing them along the 
r.nuparts in the direction of Irving's ])aity, now, as previously 
arranged, pushing their way along the nnnparts from the right to 
meet the main stonuing-)tarty advancing from the left. The 
defenders, thus finding themselves between two fires, tied in the 
direction of their inner work.«, hotly )>ur.mcd by the victors, who 
•tlrovc the terrified tnasses before them towards the bridge, C, in 
rear (»f the enemy’s camp. 

The day broke ujioti a sickening scone. A strong guard had 
been itlaced by the enemy in rear of the bridge, with strict- orders 
that should any of the defenders desei-t their posts and attempt to 
csca])c, they were to be shot domi or driven back to the batteries 
•September 5tli, fivmt. These orders were so sternly can-ied out, that a 
170fi. ghastly heap of dead and wounded soon rendered escape by 

the bridge ini])Ossil)le, and the flying masses were precipitated over 
the parajjcts down the deep gorge into the mpid stream below. It 
is com 2 )nted that 15,000 of the enemy ])crished during that eventful 
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17G3. night; by far the greater proportion having fallen through their 
disorganized and precipitate flight; the trained brigades again 
escaping early in the fight in good order. 

As soon as victory was assured the British ceased their 
fire, and all unnecessary slatighter was forbidden ; a vast number 
of the enemy taken prisoners were simply disarmed and re- 
leased. 

The whole of the encjnv’s camp, a great quantity of ammu- 
September 5th, nition, a large supjfly of stores, a vast number of 
176d. horses and cattle, as well as upwards of 100 guns, were 
captured. 

The fugitives, some of Avhom escajied by the numerous passes 
September Gth, nivines, fled as far as Monghyr without attempting 
17C8. to rally at the fortified town of Rajinahal, which could 
easily have been defended. They found !^[ir Kassim in his 
palace, and informed him of the disaster which had befallen his 
jVriny. 

The successful assault by the British at Undwah Nala has been 
justly classed by Colonel Malleson amongst the “ Decisive Battles 
of India.” The success of this gi’eat undertaking was mainly due to 
the military skill of its Commander. The soldiers, European and 
Native, all had their sepamte tasks mapped out, and in each 
instance those tasks were valiantlj^ and faithfully pei-fonned. 
Amongst the defenders Avere three Brigades, equal in numbers to 
our Avholc force, Avell equipped and in every Avay formidable^ 
commanded by Europeans, and disciplined and drilled on the 
English system; Avhilst their Artillery, far out-numbering ouroAra, 
Avas principally manned by European gunners. 

The capture of the Fortress of UndAA-ah Niila aa’us a feat of 
strength and valour seldom, if ever, suiqiassed ; and stands on 
record as a signal proof of Avhat stupendous successes can be 
attained by troops led by a General AA^ho is a master of his 
pi-ofession, commanding the confidence, respect, and love of his 
subordinates. Such a man AA’as Major John Adams. 
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EPTEMBER, 1763. The cx-Natvab Mir Kassiin, 
when information reached him of the capture of liis 
strongliold of Undwah Nahi, and the complete 
defeat and dispersion of his Army by the British 
under Major Adams, was at first incredulous; but 
when the remnant of his vanquished army — too demoralised to 
attempt a rally behind the walls of the fortified city of Rnjmahal, 
too precipitate in their flight to attempt the defence of the nu- 
merous mountain passes through Avhich they had hurried — verified 
the news of the disaster, Mir Kassim’s rage and despair knew no 
bounds. 

Appcariiig to discard the idea that his Fortress had been cap- 
tured in fair fight, he became suspicious of his Officers, one of 
whom Avas mysteriously murdered, it AVas believed under Mir 
Iviissim’s orders. The ex-Na\A'ab bcciimc daily more irascible and 
cruel, visions of revenge and murder ilsing before him. He had 
in his poAA'cr at Patna some hundreds of English prisoners captured 
at the battle of Manji; the sick Europeans left in the hospital at 
the Chctul Situn : the Raja Ram Narian, Governor of Psitna, 
AA’ho had shoAvn partiality to, and been protected b}', the hated 
English, and many of the family of the Seths, the Avealthy 
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liuiikcrs; uv.ikiii", in nil, n fine onijj on which to feed his cupidity 17G3. 
inul revenge. AVith those thonght.s in his mind, he wrote on 
Sejitcinher SUh to Mnjor Adams, snying: — “ Although J have in ” 

“ no respect intended any hreaeh of ])nblic faith, yet Mr. Ellis,” 

“ regjirding not treaties or eng;igemonts, in violation of puhlie ” 

“ faith. piDcceded ng;\inst me with treachery and night assaults. ” 

“ All my i)eople then helieved that n<» jie.-icc or terms now re- ” 
mainod with the English, and that wherever they conld he” 

“ found it was their duty to kill them. With this opinion it ” 

“ was that the Auinils of Mun-^hedahad killed Mr. .Vmyatt, hut” 

“ it was hy no means agreeahle to me that that gentleman should ” 

“ be kilhal. On this account I write if yon are resolved on your” 
own authority to proceed in this husine.'^s know for a certainty, ” 

'• that I will cut ofl' the heads of Mr. Ellis and the rest of your” 
^‘chiefs and send them to you. E.xult. not upon the success ” 

“ which yoii have gained merely hy treachery and night assaults, ” 

“ in two or three jdaces over a few jeminadars sent hy me hy the ” 

“ will of God yon shall see in what manner this shall he revenged ” 

•“ and retaliated.” 

Adams’s reply was forwarded at once; he wrote as follows: — 

“I received your letter, and understand the contents. Tlic ” 
English having alwavs had in view the articles of the treatv” 

*• endeavoured hy ])aciHc measures to reconeile all dill’erenees with ” 

“ you. till the perfidious murder of Mr. Amyatt compelled them ” 

“ contrary to tluur inclinations to declare war against you. You ” 
sav it was not your intention to murder INfr. Amyatt why then ” 
did you not ]>unish the aggrc.>:sor.s with the utmost severity. ” 

■“ There are three months elapsed and nothing done. We have ” 

“ now, hy the assistance of Providence brought your affairs to a” 

“ very h)w ehh. It is true yon have Mr. Ellis and many other” 

” gimtlemen in your ])ower; if a hair of their heads is hurt you ” 

■ “ .diall have no title to mercy from the English and you may” 
depend ujion the utmost fury of their resentment and that they ” 

■“ will pursue you to the utmost extremity of the earth ; and ” 
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17C3. “ sliould we unfortunately not lay hold of you the vengeance of 
“ the Almighty cannot fail overtaking you if you perpetrate so ” 
“ horrid an act as the murder of the gentlemen in your custody.”*' 

Adams halted only one day at Undwah Nala, and on the 6th' 
of September marched to Kajmahal, where he established a tem- 
porary hospital, next day resuming his march towards !Moughyiv 
October 1st, which he reached with the main body of his Army bn the 
17G3. Xgt October, having previously sent a Division in advance 
to throw up entrenclmacnts, erect batteries, and prepare for the 
siege of the town and D ort. 

As soon as Major Adams ai-rived at Monghyr a heavy cannonade 
October 2nd, ^vas opened from his batteries, a breach effected, and an 
1763 . assault ordered ; but the Governor of the F ort, deeming 
resistance useless, next morning surrendered unconditionally. 

‘ Two thousand men were made prisoners, and Adams’ Army 
took possession of the Fortress and the town; immediately after 
which the breaches were repaired and the defences strengthened. 

;Mir Kassim had left Monghyr as soon as he found that the 
English were advancing on his capital; and, rething to Patna, 
fanned his wrath against the conquerors into a flame. When he 
found that his F ortress of Monghyr also had fallen, he prej)ared at 
once to cany into effect the threats contained in his letter to- 
h'lajor Adams. The wholesale murders which he contemiilatcd 
were so repulsive in their details that he experienced difficidty in 
finding anyone to undertake their execution ; but at last Suinrii, 
the Alsatian, volunteered to do the cmel work. 

The English prisoners — mostly soldiers of the Bengal 
European Begiment — had been previously removed from the 
Chctul Situn to a large house or palace, the residence of one 
Hadji Ahmed ; and to this jjlace Sumru proceeded on the 5th of 
October 5tli, October with 200 of his trained Brigade whom he had 
17C3. selected to do his bloody work. There was e^'en a 
refinement of cniclty in this assassin’s method of carrying out the 
• “ Vansittart's Narrative,” vol. III. 
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Nawab's inlmraan orders ; he informed the prisoners that he had 17C3. 
planned an entertainment to enliven their captivity, and that 
their knives and forks Avere essential at the feast, “in order to” 

■“ entertain them in the English manner.” This o'Xise Avas played 
to disarm the prisoners so that they could make no resistance. 
Sinnru then secreted' a body of armed men in the outer square of 
the palace ; and, as soon as all Avas ready, he summoned Messrs. 
Ellis, Hay, and Lushington, into his presence ; AAdien, the priS'oners, 
accompanied by five or six of their companions in captivity,, 
appearing before him, Avere ruthlessly attacked, their bodies 
hacked to pieces, and throAvn into a aa'cII. 

The massacre Avas noAv ordered to he carried out AA’holesale 
in the larger square ; hut it is said that Sumru’s soldiers Avere 
so disgusted Avith the part they had taken that they told 
their Captain he might do his murderous Avork himself ; for 
that they had undertaken to fight as soldiers, and not act as 
nssassins. They Avere, hoAvever, soon brought to reason by their 
Commander, AAdio ordered the ringleaders to he shot on the spot ; 
:after AAdiich his instructions Avere obeyed and the slaughter 
■completed. 

The rest of the prisoners — including, it is said, Mrs. Ellis and 
her child — collected in the larger square, Avere shot doAvn and 
then hacked to pieces, their bodies being throAA'ii into a large 
AA^ell in the centre of the building. "When one of the prisoners 
named Gulston Avas found still aliA^e, the men employed in clearing 
uiAvay the bodies Avould liaA'C saA^ed him, but he declined their 
proffers of assistance, and Avas throAAm into the Avell alive. There 
still remained a fcAV European soldiers, probably some of the sick 
in hosjiital at the Chetul Situn, AAdio Avere murdered under the 
Mir Kassim’s orders on October 11th. Altogether, betAveen 
150 and 200 prisoners Avere put to death, most of them soldiers 
Octolor 11th, of Bengal European Regiment. A hTative con- 
17G3. temporary tells us that the prisoners, “ AAotliout losing” 

“ coumge, marched up to the murderers, and Avith empty ” 
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1701^. “ bottles, stones, and brickbats, fougbt them to the last man,’* 
“ until they wore all killed.”'’ 

Dr. ]*'nllerton and four iSergeants were the only Europeans who 
escaped. Fullerton had been profc.s.sionsdly n.sefni to Mir Kn.ssiniy 
Avho .said be considered biin “ as an acquaintance and a friend.” 

Octo1)cr 25tli, t herefore allowed to go to a Dnt(;h factory near at 

17C.t. hand, from which he escaped, and on October 2.")th joined 
Major Adams’ army. The d Sergeants, Davis, Douglas, Speedy,, 
^and another, name nnknoAvn, had been sent to Pnrneah, to which 
])laec the ox-NaAvab .sent orders that they were to be assassinated : 
but the Governor, who entertained a high oj)inion of the .soldiers, 
delayed com])lianec, entreating Mir Kassim to recall his mandate: 
adding that “ if he Avas still determined on it, it Avonld be a 
“ diflienlt matter, as the men Avorc beloved by all his ])coi)le, to ” 
“ find on(5 that Avonld nndertakc the task.” The ex-Na\A-ab, on 
receipt of this letter, fleAV into a violent passion ; directing a reply 
to be sent to the Governor to tell him that if he had not .s^iii-it 
himself to pxit his command in force, he Avas to send the soldier.< 
immediately to Patna, AA’hcre ample justice .shonld be done for the 
crimes Avhich their countrymen had committed. The Governor 
then sent for the Sergeants and, telling them that he Avas noAV 
compelled to send them nndcr escort to Patna, said that he liopcd 
the NaAvab\s rage Avonld cool before they arriA’cd. They aa'cic 
sent off next day in a NatiA e boat under charge of a Jemedar and 
tAvclvc burkendazes ; bnt, as soon as they reached the river 
Ganges, tAVO of tlie Sergeants clambered on to the roof of the- 
boat, AA'herc they found the Jemedar and four of his men asleep,. 
Avith their faces covered. The Sergeants approached stealthily,. 

* Iladji Ahmed's palace Avas soon afterAvards razed to the ground and the 
site consecrated as a Christian cemetery. “ A monument has been erected at 
Patna near the house -where the sanguinary deed Avas committed. It is 
surrounded by an enclosure -which fonns the English burjing-ground. 'J’ho 
column is in good style, but has neither an inscription or any device explan- 
atory of the purpose for Avhich it -was erected ” — Military Calendar, vol 11.. 
jiage 81. 
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gathered the tulwars and inatchlocks of the guard, and one of the 1763. 
soldiers, taking hold of the captain of the boat, pushed him over- 
board. The two Sergeants were now joined by their comindes 
from below, but the noise had aAvakened the Jemedar and his 
men asleep on deck ; who, seeing the Europeans now armed, fell 
on their knees and begged for mercy. Pardon was granted on 
condition that the guard would submit and deliver nj^ the 
remaijung arms to the Sergeants. The Xative Captain, who was 
found hanging on to the rudder, implored to be taken on board, 
which was dmie on his undertaking to pilot the boat safely past 
Patna and land the fugitives at the British camp, which was 
knomi to be between Mongh)’!* and Patna. The Camp was reached 
in safety the next morning, when the Sergeants rejDorted them- 
selves to Major Adams, who oi'dei'cd them to rejoin the Bengal 
European Bogiment. 

A sketch of the career of these Sergeants, which has been 
fortunately preserved, nnil be found full of interest. 

Sergeant Davis, a native of Edinburgh, enlisted in the 
Company’s Service in 1761, and served in Captain Somers’ Com- 
pany, Bengal European Regiment, where he was soon selected by 
his Captain for promotion to Sei-geant. He was present with the 
force under Carstairs at iManji, returned to Patna after the defeat 
at that place, and, for some reason unknown, was sent a prisoner 
by ilir Kassim to Purneah. On his rejoining the Regiment after 
his escape he was posted to one of the Grenadier Comiianies, udth 
which he served during the whole war. On the Bengal Army 
being remodelled by Lord Clive in 1765, Sergeant Davis’s Regi- 
ment was attached to the 1st Brigade at ilonghyr under Colonel 
Sir Robert Fletcher, where in 1766 the insubordination and resig- 
nation of the Officers took place. Sir R. Fletcher sent for 
Sergeant Davis and offered him a Commission, but he refused it, 
declaring “ that as the Officers could not live upon their pay ” 
“which was the cause of their quitting the Service, it was” 

“ impossible that he could do so.” He was, however, aft . Is . 
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03. !ip])ointc(l 11 Qunrtcnnnster, inul suliscqucnily obtained an Ensign’s 
Connnis.sion, and died a Cnjitain in ]788. 

Sergeant Douglas having re-joined the Bengal Enroiiean Eegi- 
nient ■whilst it nas eneiunj)ed with the Army nndci' Major 
Adams near Patna, was jiresent at the inemondde stonn and 
capture of that fortified ])osition, together with the sidj.sequcnt 
0 ])crations of the Army, and in 1766 was iqipointed Sergeant- 
Major and employed on revenne duty at Moind-bagh. Jn 
1773 lie was .sent with Captain T. Edwards’s Battalion to clear 
the district round Enngporc of the “ Sanassics,” a clan of 
marauding robbens, Avhen the Detacbment with which he avus 
serving aa'iis overpoAvered, and Douglas, AA’ho rendered valuable 
service in attcmjiting to refonn the broken Sepahi force, AA-as 
killed. 

The nariiitive of Sergeant Speedy’s career is specially A’aluablc, 
as he is the only man aa'Iiosc name has been recorded as having 
joined the ranks of the Bengal Enrojican Regiment aa'Iich it aa'hs 
raised at Fulta by Clive in December, 1756. 

SjAcedy AA'as an Irishman, and in common Avith so many of his 
countrymen has rcficctcd honour and credit on the Bengal 
European Regiment. In 1748* be enlisted in the East India 
Company’s Service, Avas sent to ^Iiulms and took part in several 
battles against the French. On the 20tb July, 1756, SjAcedy’s 
Company composed part of the Detachment sent to Bengal under 
Major Kilpatrick to the succour of the fugitives from Calcutta 
after the capture of Fort William by the NaAA^ab Siivaju ’d daulah. 
Speedy Avas one of the fcAv soldiers aa-^Iio survived the terrible 

■* During the commencement of the Spanish, or Ten Years’ War, Speedy 
enlisted in the 32nd Foot, and Avas present at tlie Battles of Dettingen, 
Fontenay, and Lafeldt, losing in the last engagement tAVo fingers of his left 
hand. In 1748 he received liis discharge from His Majesty’s Service, and, 
fond of adventure, immediately enlisted under the East India Company. 
Captain AVilliams, the Author of “ The Historical Account of the Bengal 
Native Infantry,” Avlio died in 1805, kncAv Sergeant Speedy, and obtained 
from him the 'above particulars. 
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•malarious fever, vhicli carried off' uearly tlircc-fourths of the men 1763 
-of the Detachment; and was, on Clive’s arrival at Fulta, transfen-ed 
to the Grenadier Company of the Bengal European Eegiment, 
which was then in course of formation. Sergeant Speedy ser-\ ed 
with the Regiment at the Battle of Baj Baj, Recapture of Calcutta, 
Battle of Chitpore, Cajiturc of Chandernagorc, Capture of Kntwah, 
Battle of Plasscy, Battle of Condore, Capture of Mussnlipatam, 

4md Battle of Bidcrni. In 1760 Sergeant Speedy was appointed 
Scrgcant-!Majoi' of a Scpahl Battalion, with which he ajij^ears to 
have been present at the disastrous Battle of !Manji, when he 
was made jirisonor, conveyed to Patna, and then sent b}' Mir 
Ivassim to Puriicah. His escape in the Native boat in which he 
was being conveyed to bis contemplated execution at Patna has 
been fully detailed, and how he joined IMajor Adams’ adv.ancing 
Army. Sergeant Speedy was now re-posted to the Bengal 
European Regiment, with which he served until the year 1767, 
when he died, after having led as eventful a life as perhaps an}* 
recorded in history. 

The following is a nominal roll of the Officers of the Bengal 
European Regiment, cither killed at the Battle of Manji, or 
nnu'dercd by the infamous Sumru at Patna. 

‘Captain Peter Carstairs. Ensign J ohn Greentree. 


„ Charles E. Joechcr. 

„ Ambrose Perry. 

„ Henry Somers. 
Lieutenant John Downie. 

„ Richard Holland. 

„ ^Maurice Roach. 

„ George Alston. 

„ Sir William Hope. 


Robert Roberts. 
Duncan hlacleod. 
William Crawford. 
William Hincles. 
Isaac Humj)lu’ies. 

J ohn R. Roach. 
John Peny. 
Walter Mackay. 


Dr. Anderson in Medical charge. 

Two of these Lieutenants and two Ensigns rvere attached to 


Sepahi Regiments. 

Whilst the Patna massacres were being perpetrated, Adams 
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1700. wns jiuisning oinvnrd iiiiirc.li lowirds tliat cif,v. TJio 
cx-Nawah, on the approach of the British Ajniy, rctii-ed.. 

October l8t~28t!i, talcing np a ])osition ahont 20 miles distant; where 
he • ])itehcd his cainj), having with him Smnrn’s 
Division and a Brigade of his Northern Horsemen. Mir Kassim 
laid sent his familv and a larire amount of treiisnrc, which he had 
taken with him Avhen he lied from ]\ronghyi-, to his stronghold at 
]?otns ; intending to follow and make his last stand at that place- 
should the Briti.sh succeed in capturing Patna. 

Patna was a fortified city of eonsidenihle strength, the batteries 
of Avhich formed an irregular parallelogram ; the north face 
stretching about a milc-and-a-lialf along the hiink of the Ganges,, 
the south being about a mile inland, fn the north-cast corner,, 
and abutting on the river, was the kella or citadel, protected by 
fortifications all round. Beyond the north-west cornoi’, and also 
abutting on the river, was the English factory, })rotcetcd by defen- 
.siblc stone walls. 

There were three main entrances to the city; the princi])al 
gate being in the centre of the south face, with one on the cast 
side close to the citadel, and another to the west in the direction 
of the English factory. 

On the 28th October Adams encamped on the east side of the 
city. His many anxieties and the calls on his unfailing energy 
during the campaign had so completely undermined his strength 
and health that he retained his command with difficulty, but he 
felt that until Patna should be captured, the murder of the 
British jjrisoners avenged, and Mir Kassim made 2 )risoner or 
driven out of the country, his mission was unfulfilled. The 
north-east angle of the Fort, where the citadel was situated, was 
selected as the point for the intended assault. Near at hand was 
a village, the buildings in and about which Avould afford cover for 
his working parties. A battery was thrown ujr opposite this 
auo-le of the Fort, rvliich was connected by trenches rvith the- 
village ; the right of the battery resting on the rir'cr ; so that tlm 
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besiegers were enabled to land tlioir stores and provisions from 17G3, 
October 28tli— November 6tb, l^oats in place of enrploying land carriage. 

This an-angement was the more necessary 
as !Mir Kassim’s Cavalry was sconring the country, with the 
object of cutting off our supplies and thwarting our operations- 
Opposite the centre of the cast face a second battery Avas thrown 
up, on which Adams mounted his heaviest guns, thus bringing 
his diverging fire to bear on the south-east as Avell as the 
north-east angles of the fortifications. On the 31st October the 
enemy made a determined sally, stealing along under the banks of 
the river to the rear of our batteries, and inakina; a A'iirorous 
attack on oiir position. Our Sepahis, taken by surprise AA'hilst 
Avorking in the ti-cnches, at first gave ground, but, soon rallying,, 
seized their arms and defended their position until Cajitain Knox 
arrived Avith reinforcements ; A\-heu the enemy Avere driven back^ 
the English folloAving them to the eastern gate, and inflicting 
on them considerable loss ; but the sally had so far succeeded that 
one of our heavy guns A\-as spiked and our expense magazine exploded- 

During the next fcAv days repeated sallies Avore made from 
the city, but our Avorking-parties in the trenches having been 
strengthened by tAvo Grenadier Companies of the Bengal Euro- 
pean Kegimcnt and H.]\I. 34th combined, the enemy found 
their assaults foiled, and abandoned their attempts. 

By the 5th Kovember tA\o jn-acticable breaches had been 
effected; one near the eastern gate and one toAvards the south- 
east. The fortifications, constructed of solid masonry, had been 
protected on tlie outside by loose earth piled against the AA'alls t(^ 
a height of upwards of tAventy feet ; flanking tOAA-ers had been 
built at intervals ; and finally a Avet ditch, 50 or 60 feet Avide and 
7 to 10 in depth, surrounded the Avholo fortifications. 

On the 6th November !Major Adams delivered his attack in 
tAvo Columns; the first under Captain Champion, the second 
under Major Irving. 

Captain jNIoran accompanied Champion’s Coir 
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1763. of a small party of tlie 84tli Regiment and one of the Grenadier 
Companies of the European Regiment; Avitli 5 Companies of 
Sepahis attaehed. 

Major Irving’s Column consisted of t^YO Companies of the Bengal 
Europeans, and some Sepahi Grenadier Companies. 

The Reserve was placed under Major Carnac. 

Captain Champion,’s attack on the breach near the eastern 
gate was conducted Avith good fortune as Avell as skill; for lie 
managed to ford the ditch unperceived, and, quickly placing his 
ladders, his party Avere ascending before an alarm Avas created; 
when a heavy fire of grape aa’-rs opened, but the enemy’s range 
AA'as laid so high that the escaladers Avere rather assisted by the 
smoke than hindered by the shot, and Avere soon enabled to gain 
a firm footing on the ramparts. Major Irving’s party aa^s not 
altogether so fortunate ; for, finding that he Avas unable to ford 
the ditch AA'ithout Avasting time, Irving changed his tactics, and 
keeping as close as possible to the AA^alls folloAved the first Column, 
AAdiich had succeeded in passing through the breach ; and thus 
both Columns obtained a footing Avithin the fortifications. Irving, 
Avith his Grenadiers, noAV gained iiossession of the tOAver on the 
south face, from AAdiich a heathy fire had been brought on the 
besiegers; Champion at the same time clearing the rampart.s 
toAA'ards the Avest. 

Major Adams had jilanncd that, Avhen the tAvo Columns should 
effect an entry by the breaches, they Avere to seize the eastern 
gate on the inside, AAdiich Avas to be then throAAm open, and the 
main Column of his Aiany admitted; hut, as has been shoAvn, this 
^^oveinber 6tli, plfm had only partially succeeded, and Irving noAV turned 
1763. ]iis attention to carrying out xVdams’ orders. Placing a 
party of his men in the Battery Avhich he had captured, he ])ro- 
ceeded Avith the remainder of his Column to seize the eastern 
gate. Captain Champion also, a.s soon as he had cleared the 
mmparts, made his Avay toAA'ards the eastern gate, Avherc the tivo 
Columns met. But here an unforeseen obstacle ])resentcd itself ; 
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tlie inside of tlic gate being found to be defended by an on- 1763. 
trenclied masonry wall of great strength, and beyond tins a court- 
yard, wliicli could only be approached by passing through a 
narrow defile. This court-yard was defended by the enemy in 
great strength, who poured a concentrated fii’e on our storming- 
parties, Avhich mortally wounded Major Ii-ving, whilst Champion 
also received a seA’erc wound and was placed ho7's de cojnbat^ 
Kovember 6tb, Lieutenant Nicoll of the ISTative Infantry, the next 
1763. senior Officer, now assumed command of the Column, ably 
assisted by Lieutenant Crown of the Bengal European Eegiment, 
who, without a moment’s hesitation, charged the wicket which 
held the narrow defile. There was only room for two men to pass 
abreast, but, notufithstanding this difficulty, chai-ge after charge 
was made, the passage forced, and the storming-party entered^ 
obtaining complete possession of the court-yard and the eastern 
gate, which was now thrown open. Captain Scotland was the 
fii’St to enter the gate with a poi’tion of the Eiwopean Grenadiers,, 
by virtue of seniority taking command ; but soon afterwards his 
jawbone was shattered by a musket-ball, and the command again 
devolved on Lieutenant Isicoll, who ordered a general advance. 

The enemy took up their position at a place called the “ Burra 
Midali,” where they elected to make a determined stand. lYhilst 
the besiegers were preparing to attack it was reported to Nicoll 
that the^^ had expended all their ammunition, the enemy bringing 
at the same time their Artillery fire to bear ^vith great effect- 
Nicholl quickly got his men under cover, where they remained 
until the Sergeants had collected ammunition from the pouches of 
the dead and wounded. The British detachment was now formed 
up, and made a very gallant charge on the “ Burrah Mulah ; 
which, after a severe struggle, was captured at the jtoint of the 
bayonet, the enemy flying towards the southern gateway. The 
November 6tb, captm-e of the city was complete ; and Major Adams, 

1763. collectmg all his troops together, issued very stringent 
orders against plundering; guards being told off' and the city 
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1763. giivrisoiieil by tlic captors. Major Slnrlock cominamlcd the Citadel, 
with orders to inijmson all stragglers: and the jieaceful ijihahitants 
were invited to return to their several callings, Avhen, they were; 
informed, they would he protected from injury. The liritish loss 
, was considerable, several men as well as Officei’s having fallen : 
and, Major Irving dying of his AVonnds on the 10th November, 
Captain Cham])ion succeeded to the vacant Majoi’ity. 

The enemy also suffered severely ; 300 being found dead within 
the fortifications. 

Mir Kassim, hearing of the ea])turc of his last stronghold, aiid 
being convinced that further i-esistance Avas useless, uoav placed 
November— Dcccmljcr, himself under the protection of Snja' u’d daulah, 

1763. NaAA’ab of Oude, toAA'ards aa'Iiosc territories he 

proceeded, under escort of Sumru’s Brigade and a body-guard of 
Northern Horsemen. 

A British detachment AA’as sent in pursuit, but having pushed 
forAViird as far as the Kai-iunnassa riA’er — the boundary of the 
Bengal ProAunce — and failed to overtake the fugitives, it returned 
to Patna. 

Major Adams’ task fulfilled and his health completely broken — 
he handed OA'cr his Command to Major Yorkc and proceeded to 
Calcutta, cn route to his Native land ; biAt nature Avas exhausted, 
and he died at the Presidency on the 16th danuary, 1764; 
uniA’^ersally regretted and specially beloved by all ranks of the 
Bengal European Kegimcnt, AA-hich he had commanded AA'ith so 
much courage, ability, and success. 

In memory of Maior John Adams, it must be said that no more 
daring, more competent, or more honourable soldier can be found 
amongst the long list of England’s great AA’arriors, aa'Iio have 
distinguished themseBes in all climes and countries. 

!Mir Kassim Khan, the ex-NaAArab of Bengal, having obtained 
]Aroniises ofprotection from Shiija’ u’d daulah, the NaAA'ab Yazir of 
Oude, crossed the Karamnassa river on the 5th December, 1763, 
and proceeded to Allahabad, aceomiAahied by his European 
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Artillery, Ins trained Brigades, Northern Cavalry, and levies 1 
■subsequently enlisted ; amounting in all to 30,000 men. 

The three Brigades under Snmru, !Markar, and Aratooii had 
•eseaped almost unscathed from the. battles of Geriah, Suti, and 
Undwah Nala. It -will have been noticed that Sumru had 
•drilled his Brigades, not only in the art of fighting, hut in that 
•of retiring in order after defeat, teaching them that security in 
retreat can only he attained by maintaining strict obedience to 
orders, and unity of action; he never allo-\ved himself to he 
tempted into engaging with his enomj", until lie had provided 
for safe I'ctreat in the event of disaster. 

Mir K;i''sim had no occasion to appeal to the Nawah Vazir of 
Oude for pecuniary assistance — his ti’easnre having reaehed his 
Fort at Rotas in safety from the pursuit of tlie fhitish detach- 
ment : he hsul therefore suftieicnt money for his ciuTent ex- 
penses, and experienced no difficulty in obtaining promises 
of a resting-place in the Oude territory, where he could mature 
his 2 ilans for future action. 

Shah Alam, the Emperor of Delhi, luiving failed in obtaining 
possession of his ca 2 )ital,was also the guest of Shuja’n’d daulah, who 
rejoiced at being the sbkI host of so exalted a jJersonage. 

Shah Alam, although a fugitive and accompanied by only a few 
trusty followers, was nevertheless .acknowledged by the mass of 
the peojile throughout India as representing the authority of the 
great hlogul, who, though an exile from his capital, was none the 
less Emxieror of India. 

The Nawab Vazir now found himself jdaced in a difficult 
alternative ; having iiroinised his patronage to INIir Kassini, the 
ex-Nawab ; and also sent a dress of honour to the Nawab !Mir J’afar 
couo-i-atulatino- him on his success. The Nawab Vazir had 
intended to watch the course of events before determining 
whether he would accept the alliance of Mir J’afar, or of Mr 
Ivassim ; and now that the former was securely seated on his 
throne, he lathcr inclined towards him; but he detennined 
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17(i;{. U) vinit !Mir ICtissiui in liis cniu[» before (lociding on ]il.« future- 
conduct, 

Sludi Aiiim alyo mis inforcsfed in tliese coinplieafionH, for.. 
lliougli possessing influence, be needed fiujijiort ; and it was 
therefore an-anged tliat lie should accoipjiauy the Kawab Vazir on 
his visit to Allahabad. 

On arrival at his destination the Nawub Vazir proceeded with 
an escort of 10,000 C'avalrv to jiay his gue.st u eoinjdimentary 
visit. On entering ^lir .Kassinds camp, he wa.s I'eccived by a 
Guard-of-ITonour, composed of such a body of soldiers as he laid 
never seen or conceived, well-armed, uniformly-dressed, crpiipjicd 
and drilled on the Kngli.sh .system ; the Artillery for the most 
part manned by Europeans, and the Cavalry in every way 
swpeviov to those composing his <nYn escort. Shuja’nW danlah at 
once realized that he had found a valuable ally in Mir Kassim, and 
left hi.s camp resolved to give him the preference over Mir .Eafar. 
Tlic Emperor of Delhi, also, much imprc.«sed with the ajijioanincc- 
of Mir Ivassim and liis troops, determined to seek the alliance of 
the c.\-Nawab. 

Just at this time, and when negotiations for a Trijilc Alliance- 
were proceeding, the Eaja of Bundclkhund, a vassal of the iSTawab 
Vazir of Oude, openly declared his independence; and, collecting 
an Army, was extending his coiupiests into the territories of the 
Emperor of Delhie, as well as those of the Nawab of Oude. This 
state of affairs called for immediate action and rendered a 
campaign in Bengal difficidt, if not impossible. !Mir Ivassim 
offered the services of a Division of his troops, ivith which lie 
undertook to bring the rebel Raja to reason and punish liim for 
his audacity ; the condition being that, if he should succeed, both 
the Emperor and the Nawab Vazir would support his cause- 
against the British. A treaty to the foregoing effect was signed; 
and Mir Kassim proceeded, accompanied by his tr.iinod Brigades, 
to fulfil his mission. 

Sumru, at the head of his Brigade, gained an easy victoiy over- 
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the IriviTsiInr Kegiinenti: of the Eajn of Bnndelkhund, ivho wa? 176 
speedily reduced to >uhini<~ion. and Mir Ivas'im returned to 
Alhdtahad. whciv he received vntli honour both by tlie 
Einporor and the Xavab Vazir. who declared their readincs? 
to him in his seheines if he would agree to pay all the 

expenses of tlic proposed wtr. and divide equally all treasure that 
uiiiilit be captured, cither from Mir .T’afar or the British. These 
Mnrc!!. terms having been agreed ujx>n. Mir Kassiui further promised 
tlir.t wb.en lie should l)c seated on the thmne of Bengal I;c- 
wi.rdd fully r>eknowledgo .^hah Alam as his Suzerain. 


Wh.il't the Etupenir. tlie 
or^-anizing their .\nnies for 
nmst be cdrv'eto'l "o event; 


Xaw.ib Vazrr. and Mir Kassim are 
he invt'sion of Bengal, onr attention 
(x'curring on the other side of the 
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1764. following Officers,* volunteered for the Bengal European 
Regiment : — 

Lieutenant Thomas Goddard. Ensign A. F. Achmuty. 

„ Charles Fielding. „ Thomas Roper. 

„ John Nelson. „ Christian Kundson. 

„ Douglas Hill. „ James Skinner. 

„ John Cummings. „ Jacob Camac. 

Ensign J. G. Robinson. 

All these Officers received a step of rank; those previously in 
the Service also getting promotion. 

On account of the increase of the Native Anny, several 
Commissions were granted to Sergeants in the Bengal European 
Regiment and Ai-tillery ; amongst these being Sergeant Davis, one 
of the four who escaped with the boat in which they were being 
conveyed from Purneah to Patna in the October of the previous 
yea;'. 

It would have been far more conducive to the discipline of the 
Bengal European Regiment had the Council in Calcutta been 
content to fill vacancies from the above sources only ; but it will 
he remembered that, after the capture of Chandernagore, many of 
the French prisoners took service in the Regiment ; and, again, 
after the Battle of Biderra, a large number of Dutch and other 
foreign prisoners obtained their freedom on condition of taking 
Militaiy service under the Company ; and, finally Captain Mar- 
tine’s French Comiiany was attached to the Regiment, as well as 
two other French Companies sent from ^Madras for service in 
Bengal. These latter Companies were known to be of doubtful 
reputation, having manifested bad faith Avhilst on service with the 
Madras troops at Manilla. These numerous enlistments resulted ‘ 
in two-thirds of the Bengal European Regiment being composed 
of foreign mercenaries, many of whom had taken service simply to 
obtain their release from prison. Such men, not bound to the 

* The Officers of H.hl. 84th who volunteered for sernce in the Bengal 
European Regiment were granted half-pay for life. 
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Ity tU’p nf untifuinlity, were prejmred to f-eize any ojtpor- 1701. 
ttinity to fnni<fer tlit'ir nllegimu’C, if they thought tlmt hy ho doing 
they could improve their condition. 

'rhin wm- not a hapjiy state of thing.'', more e.-:pee.ially us it .•'oon 
heeame evident that many foreigner.s in Mir lCa.«sim*.s armv were 
in c<in‘-tam comnmnieation with tlunr countrymen in the Com- 
jumyV service. l<i whom they represented themselves as enjoving 
s'oinpanitively higher midc and larger emoluments. Xor w<Te 
thc'c communications lm]mrted to the foreigners only, hni ihev 
were tr.uislated for the infonnati^m of the Jlritish soldier.s. some of 
whom wore daz/h'd hy th<; descriptions, and talked freely amongst 
themselves of the Hhend treatment the Knrojtean soldiers received 
4tt the hands of the Native Prince>. 

.At the same time Mir ICassim’s eniissariifs in tlie Ihitish camp 
were tampering with onr .’^epahi*. and holding out the temptation 
sif inerea'-cil pay and commands to any who would trjinsfcr their 
idlegianee fmm the IJrilish to the Native Armie.«. 

In eon‘-<'fpionee of these intrigues a feeling of discontent, 
wliieh a'^'orned alarming ])roportions. was spreading among.st onr 
troops, and a single spark might at any moment set the wliolc 
falirie into a hlaze. 

Before the troops entered on the late campaign ag;iinst Mir 
Kassim in .Inne, ITti.l, Mir .T’afar had ])romised them that if they 
>honld secure, to him the throne, and refnnn from .sacking or 
ininring the inhahitants of his cities, he would j)ay them a .sum of 
mcjiiev as a reward f(»r their services, and in Hen of jn-ize; and 
this promise was endorsed hy the Calcutta Council: and, under 
.sanction, communicated to the men of the Army. On tlie capture 
■of Mttrshedahad, Monghyr, and Ikitna, in con.'ieqnencc of these 
Jiromises, no jirizc was declared. At Undwjili Nala it is true that 
large quantity of horses, stores, and cattle, Avhich were captured, 
were sold at Bajmahal, and the jtroeceds paid to the troops, hut 
Undwah Nala was not a toAvn, and treasure captured wliere tliere 
were no iidiubitants to sailer Avas, under the agreement Avitli Mir 
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17Ci. J’afar, allowed to be lawful ])mc. !Mif .I'afai-V jjroposals bad been 
ancepted by tbe soldiers of the Anuy, who bad abstained frr)iu 
jduiidcr, and their j)art of tbe conditions of tbe agreement liad ])ccn 
thus conscientiously fulfilled. The first ])ayiuent under the agree- 
ment was jiromised to tbe troops as soon as the campaign against 
Mil- Kassim sbould be victorious, and onr Army reach the boundary 
of Ibc Company’s territories at tbe Karamnassa river. It was now 
two monlbs since these conditions bad been fulfilled ; but the 
promised donation in lieu of jiri/.e bad not been paid. i^Iir J’afar 
acknowledged the debt, but the Calcutta Council — who bad now 
the sole control of bis finances — turned a deaf car to tbe demands 
of the soldiers. On tbe 30tb January Cajitain .Icnnings ordered 
a general pamde, at Avbieb the assembled troojis refused to obey 
the word of command. On the Commander demanding an 
c.xplauation be was informed by tbe ringleader, named Stniw. 
that the soldiers bad lost all trust in tbe inte"ritv of tbe Calcutta 

O » 

Council ; for, tbougb they bad faithfully performed their dutic.-^ 
tbrougbout a campaign of exti-aordinary severity, they bad been 
deceived and defi-auded; and they were resolved not. to serve the 
Company-until •the jiromises made to them sbould be redeemed. 

Captain Jennings knew that altbougb no grievances could 
justify tbe insubordination of the troops, yet that undoubtedly 
they bad been defrauded by tbe Council, wliicb be strongly 
suspected would still e^-ade ])ayment unless heavy pressure was- 
])ut upon them. 

The next day the folloAving General Order was issued by 
Captain Jennings at Patna. 

“ It is with tbe utmost concern that tbe Commanding Officer ” 

“ secs any discontent arising amongst tbe troops be has the honor 
“ to- command lie shall always esteem it a happiness in himself 
“ to see them righted in every resiiect as fur as be can with ” 

“ justice allow, or they with prudence demand. As they have ” 

“ hitherto shewed themsehms brave and good soldiers, he hopes 
“ that they will not now be guilty of any rash action that may 
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■“ ill any ivav sully tlicir former good lieliavioiir. In respect to ” 1764. 
■“ the prize-money he gives his ivord of honour tlie payment ” 

■“ shall be made as soon as it arrives ; and in case any other ” 

“ complaints liappen if they were made in a proper manner as ” 

“ heconieth a soldier, he will endeavour to ffive them all the ” 

“ satisfaction that lies in his power.” 

Tliis order temjionirily jiacified the men, who returned to their 
duty ; but the spirit of insubordination was still strong amongst 
them ; and, tliree days after. Captain tlennings deemed it necessary 
February .Srd, to detach the Grenadier Companies, who had taken a lead' 

1764. jjj denionstiation to the Karaninassa, together with 
a ]iortion of the Artillery and two Sepahi Battalions. Imme- 
diately after the demonstration on parade Captain Jennings 
comnimiicatcd to the Calcutta Council the mutinous state of the 
troops; and urged the necessity of meeting the just demands of 
the soldiers without delay. 

But the troops were determined to obtain something more than 
bare promises. The minds of the English soldiers had been 
poisoned by their intercourse with their foreign comrades, Avho, 
Februni-y4th — 10th, still outmunbeiing them in the Bengal European 
1764. Kegimcnt,* wex’c bent on mischief. The malcon- 

tents elected as their leader the man Straw, upon whom they 
conferred the mnk of “Major;” and after a few days, as the 
pi’omised payments had not been made, the private soldiers and 

* It is necessary 'that some further explanation should be given of how it 
'eanie about that at this time — 1764 — the I'anks of the Bengal European 
Begiment contained so many foreigners. It will be remembered that many 
French, Dutch, and German prisoners, taken at Chandernagore and Biderra, 
were allowed their freedom on their acceptance of Military service under the 
•Company. In addition, the French Fortress of Pondicherry, in IMadras, 
surrendered to the British in January, 1761. In the garrison of Pondicherry 
when it surrendered there were quartered the French Regiment of Lorraine, 

Lully’s Irish Regiment, and the French East India Company’s Europe.an Corps 
called “ The French Battalion of India.” The men of these Regiments 
offered to serve the British, many of them being sent to Bengal and 
draughted to the Bengal European Regiment, at this time employed on 
the Campaign against ^fir Kassim Khan. 
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17G4. many of the Sepaliis, in open mutiny, turned out on parade ivitir 
loaded arras and fixed bayonets, the European Artillery ndth their 
fi field-pieces being prepared for action on the flanks of the- 
European Regiment. 

The Officers soon ajDpeared on parade, ivhen Captain Jennings, 
seizing Straw by the collar, attempted to force him towards the- 
quarter-guard ; but the troops, charging fonvard, rescued the man 
whose orders alone nmre obeyed. Captain Jennings endeavoured 
to pacify the men ; who declared that, as they saw no jirospect 
of obtaining the promised money by fair means, they were resolved 
to march to Calcutta and force the Council to comply with their 
just demands ; but' in the first instance they should proceed to- 
the Kaminnassa river, and join the Grenadier Companies, who,, 
they said, were prepared to support them. 

The mutineers, including nearly all the ]n-ivates of the Bengal 
European Regiment, the European Cavalry, a considerable por- 
tion of the Bengal Artillery, the Moghul Horse, and many 
Sepahis, left the British camp. On their march towards thfr 
boundaiy of the Company’s tei-ritory they ivere seen by the- 
Nawab Mir J’afar ; who, alarmed at their decided action, offered 
the men £10,000 in part jiayment, if they Avould return peaceably 
to their duty; but, disdaining all offers of reconciliation, they 
proceeded on their way. 

Captain Jennings now ordered the Officers, with several of 
the most influential Hon-Commissioned Officers, to follow the 
mutineers, and to persuade them to return to their duty ; whilst 

February 4th 10th, he rode quickly to the Karamnassa and ordered the- 

17G4. Grenadier Companies and the Sepahi Battalions 

quartered there to march to the headquarter camp by a side- 
road. 

The Officei’s, partially successful, brought back to camp about , 
100 Eui’opean soldiers and the 6 guns Avhich had fallen in rear. 

Lieutenant Claude Martine did good service on this occasion, 
as well as Ensign Allen — ^tvho had been a Sergeant in the 84th,, 
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rtiul was IK.VV Adjulant of the Bcng-.il European Regiment. 1764. 
Martino, although he. failed to bring back his men, obtained 
valnahle information which he eomnmnicated to Jennings, One 
of his Fienchmen had ]n;ivateh- told him that it was the French 
soldiers who were (he instig-ators of the mutiny; their object being 
n<»t so much to obtain llieir prize-money a.s to desert and take 
service with Mir Kassim’s Army, where so many of their com- 
patriots wcMC serving; they subsequently inK'udcd.in conjunction 
with Sumni’s Hrigjulcs, to gjiin possession of the whole country; 
and they had dejmted the infonnant to oOer Martine the supreme 
command of the iiroposed rebel Army, 'riiis information gave our 
OfHcers a handle on which to work «)n the feelings of the British 
soldiers, who had been kejit. in ignorance of tlic nltimate intentions 
of the Frenelunen. The English soliliers were now informed 
that they had been deceived and led into a rebellion, from a 
j)articipation in whieli they would find it e.xtremely difficult to 
extricate themselves. Captain Morgan and Ensign Davis went a 

I'ohrunrv -1th 10th, second time to the rebel camp, anned with the 

1"04, information gjithercd from Martine, and they per- 

suaded about SO more of the men to return — amongst them. Straw, 
the rebel “Major;” and at the .«ame time the Officers of the 
Sepahi Regiments collected about 300 repentant Sepahis, who 
retunied to our camp. 

The mutineers now elected as their Commander a Sergeant 
named Dclamarc, who had formerly been promised a Commission 
by Major Adams; bnt, jirobably on at-count of misconduct on 
the Sergeant’s part, the promise was unfnlfilled. Although a 
Hcrgeant in the 8-1 th, Dclamarc was of French extraction and 
sj)oke French with fluency. The inarcli of the nnitineors tvas 
continued across the Ivaramnassa river into the Oudo territory; 
but before they left the British side 70 more of our European 
soldiers returned to camp ; there remaining now only 157 men of 
the Bengal European Regiment in the rebel camp, and these 
nearly all foreigners. 
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1764. Of tlie Native deserters about 100 men, ebiefly belonging to 
the Moghul Horse, followed the rebels, all of whom proceeded to 
Allahabad; and tliere joining Mir Ivassim’s Anuy were drafted 
either into his Artillery or into one of Sumru’s ti’ained Brigades. 

On the day after the mutinous troops had marched from 
camp Captain Jennings received £.10,000 from the Nawab Mir 
February 4tli — lOtb, J’afar; and, having borrowed all the money he 
1764. could obtain from other sources, issued an order 

directing a first distribution of prize-money to the troops on tlie 
following scale : — 

Es, 

Sergeants of Infantiy, Corporals and Bom- 

bardiex’s of Ai-tillery 80 each. 

Corporals of Infantry anti Gunners of Ai’tillery 60 „ 

Private Soldiers and Dnunmers 40 „ 

Havaldars ; 12 „ 

Naiks 9 „ 

Sepahis 6 „ 


But this , order, although it put an end to the mutiny amongst 
the Europeans, had a contrary effect ujxon the Sepahis; who 
deemed that their services had not been sufficiently appreciated 
by the award of less than one-sixth of a European- soldier's share. 
Under these circumstances, the Native Begiments, in a body, 
refused their prize-money, insisting on a fairer distribution. 

The next day, February 13th, the Bengal Euroiiean Eegimejit 
and Artillery were ordered under arms to protect the magazine 
and guns; and steps were taken to prevent communication 
between the Europeans and the Sejiahis; but this latter pre- 
caution was unnecessary, as the English soldiers xvere only eager 
to prove that their penitence was sincere. Two of the Sepahi 
Eqgiments marched off towards the Karamnassa river; but on a 
Sepahi’s share being increased to Es. 20, the deserters, as well as 
the discontented Sepahi Eegiments who had remained in camp, 
expressed their regret for their misconduct, and were pemiitted 
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Fcbninn- 1 .Mil— 2011), '*’ nTiirn to tluMr duly. ( 'apt niu .Tonningis, deem- l7Gd. 

iiii; il judicious lo keep Ids troops employed after 
tlieir insubordinate comluet , ordered a march to Sahsaram ; ami 
air-vin, a few days afterwards, moved his camp to Ilarigauj on the 
.'^oanc river. 

(In the dth of March .lenuiuj^s handed over command of the 
Mwcli fall, I’iold Foivo to Major Carnac: who, it will he romemhered, 
had been ordered from Bnrdwan to assume command in 
succession to Major Adams. 

Major Carnac, as soon as he had taken the command, ordered a. 
<renend parade: addressinjf the troojis sjiecially with reference to 
their late iniscondncl, whicli he reprobated in the strongest terms, 
lie then informed them that the enem}’ was already in the field, 
so that, they woidd soon have an opjiovtnnity of recovering the 
confidence and esteem of their Officers. This addrci^s was received 
by the troo])s with wild enthusiasm; the Ihiti.sh soldiers having 
now fully realised that they had been made tools of by the 
foreigners, who had all along kej)! them in ignonince of their 
real designs; and they were anxious to meet them in the field as 
enemies, and be even with them for their jierfidy. 

Tlie Jlritish Army was now numerically equal to any that had 
hitherto taken the field in Bengal. The Bengal European Ecgi- 
ment was reinJoro.cd on the ITtli March by a comjdete English 
Conqainy, which joined from Calcutta, under Captain Ivinlock, 
bringing the Begiment nji to a .strength of nearly 800 men, and 
the more efficient for having got rid of the French clement, 
which had always been a source of difficulty and danger. There 
^Lireli 17tli remained in its ranks some NO or 100 Germans ; but 

thcBritisli and the German soldiers liad always fraternized; 
and now, as they had hecn equally duped by the French, there 
was more than ever a bond of union between them. 

Carnac liad, besides the Bengal European Kcgiment, 2 Com- 
panies of the Bombay European Kcgimcnt, and 1 of Marines ; 

70 European and 400 Native Cavalry, as well as 7 complete 
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17 C4. Battalions of Sepaliis; making in all between 6000 and 7000 
soldiers ; in addition was Mir J’afar’s Army, numbering 12,000,. 
and bringing the total force under Carnac up to 19,000 men. 

These latter troops had accompanied the British force through- 
out the advance from Murshedabad to the final capture of Patna^ 
but Major Adams had seldom employed them actively against 
the enemy; they had been of assistance in guarding the camp 
and conveying stores, but he had always felt more at ease when 
they were on sepai-ate command. 

Nothing could be more promising than the hope now enter- 
tained for a successful camjiaign against the Armies of the 
Emperor, the Nawab Vazir, and Mir Kassim. Our troops,, 
wearied with inactivity, Averc longing to be again employed 
on active service, and anxious to efface the rnemoiy of their 
insubordination, of which they had become heartily ashamed;, 
they Avere, moreover, numerically strong, and, moreover, large- 
reinforcements Avere on the road from Calcutta. 

Major Champion, recovered from his Avound received at the 
storm of Patna, joined the Anny as second in command under 
Major Carnac. 

Unfortunately, at this time, some irritation manifested itself 
amongst the troops, from its Commander having ordered his: 
tent to be pitched A\dth Mir J’afar’s Army instead of AAuth his 
OAvn. He had further ordered all reports to be made, in the- 
first instance, to his second in command, AAdio was instructed only 
to refer to the “ Commander-in-Chief AAdien there is anything 
“ extraordinary.” 

This order caused dissatisfaction in the British camp; and the- 
promise of a speedy advance not having been fulfilled, the- 
soldiers began to throAV doubts on their Commander’s capacity,, 
some even hinting at his being deficient in personal courage. 

In the meantime the enemy’s allied Armies had reached 
Benares on the 7th March, and throAvn a bridge of boats across the 
Ganges; but, Avhen about half of their Army had crossed, the 
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brulge wis broken by the stream. Here vas a grand opi)ortunjty i7ci, 
for Carnac to attack the broken cnenn*, and the result must liave 
been the destruction of half their Army, and the probable 
demondisation of the rest: but Ganiac, to the annoyance of his 
ti'oops. declined to move. The bridge was repaired ; and the whole 
of the enemy’s Anny crossed, and continued its march unmolested. 

The discontent of the European soldiers at the paljrable want 
of good genendship disj)layed by their Commander was a,ssuining 
a serious aspect; when Camac, on the 12th, ordered the British 
camp to be struck, and on the 17th reached Buxar.wliere lie lialted, 
Anangements were now imndc to collect provisions, and 
entrenchments were onlered to bo tlirovm up; but these 
measures were not efhciently carrie<l out. In the mtsmtime, the 
Council in Calcutta having learnt tlinl tlie ZSawab v-as advancing- 
towanls the British territor;.-. urged on iMnjor Camac the absolute; 
ncccs-^ity of bestirring hiin=^-If. and Ise wa^ peremptorily fiirected 
to crrt'« the Kannunassa river. 

Tlic>c onlers were receivc-i or the 28rL and an Omcer wa.* i;r 
once sent fonvard to ntake ammgernent s tor tnromng a brrdge 
across tlie river. Camac miv.-r.c-d to the Co-nn:-£I the inea'-mres 
April r,nL '>'-5noh he wa.^ adopting. and that he “as cehecring pm-ristons 
to enahle him to advance. On tn-e s-re. ec Ajm anetner 
coinniunication vr.as rc-ceivc-l rm-n: tn? Casincii wanen sate: 

*■ IVe ha.vc ttaid due regam to tne rea.~: ns -mnen yen nriretn 
“ your letter for liaving centtnne; 

“ Imt we must say that tUey c:- not -eanry tne same -^e;gnt ' 

A Council of War V.T.S ncwev_;o— a. vmc— '‘.-amac re-j 
urgcsl tiia: he had l*een nntt^e t'- c.'.^o.a - — staent 
'vana.ni him in maSnng an : 

withotit lirovidons the Amy nxn_ _■ 

there were no prrvri-tcn.s to re nna a. o. 
hotter :.-e march ei bach to ?m 
But at the same tme sm-e 

pressoi an opinion mat a nt 
i the unfortTtnate ■ro:err;''-n an 








•^T-_ ^JT". 
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.1764. The Army broke camp on tlic 4t]i of April and commenced 
its retreat to^vard.s ]^^tna, leaving Buxar unprotected. On the 
Ajiril 4th — 13th, 13th Dinapore was reached, when Caniac ordered a 
1764. lialt, and announced his intention of preventing tlie 
enemy from crossing the i-iver Soane. Five days were lost in 
making preparations and i.ssning ordcr.< ; when it was discovered 
that all was too late, for the enemy had secured the passage of the 
river by dispatching a strong advanced guai-d of Cavalry, whicli, 
jliml IStli— 20th, doubling round, now held the east bank of the river, and 
1764. jicju-ly succeeded in caj^turing Carnae, wliose head- 

quarter camii, was as usual, jntched at a distance, from the main 
Anny. The European Cavahy under Caj)tain Ilay was quickly 
dispatched to keep the enemy in check, and, having engaged them, 
to hastily retire towards a gi-ove of trees, amongst ^vhich a strong 
body of Infantry was to be held in ambuscade. The European 
Cavahy, on reaching the grove, were (ordered to file off to tlie 
right and left; when the Infantry Avere to advance from their 
2 )lace of concealment and .suddenly open fii’e on the j’ni’suhig 
eneni)', who, it was anticipated, would by the une.vpected mo\'e“ 
ments be thrown into confusion, when the British Cavahy, having 
wheeled about, would retuni to the charge. Hay eairied out his 
part of the progi-ammc with i)recision, tlie enemy's Cavahy being 
engaged and decoyed uj) to the grove : but in the meantime 
Major Caraac had couutermandetl the Infantry ambuscade, 
without infoiming Hay , who Avas in consequence left in the lurch, 
and only succeeded in getting out of his difficulty with heuAy loss. 
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CH APTEll IX. 


’I’iic lirilisli Army uiiilw Mnjor Canmc bL-len^iiered imclcr the walls of 
l*afna — Victorious Defenci> of I’ntnn — 'I’lie Allied Native Army retreat on 
the Fortress of lluxar — Major (tarime removed from the Command of the 
Uenpal Army — Major Hector Munro a])])oiiited — iMutitii' of the Sepahi 

lleejment.s — ^The retirement jiiid death of .Mir Kassim, ox-Xiiwnb of Bengal 

Advance of the British on the Fortress of Bn.var — ^The Battle of Buxar 

Defeat and Flight of the Allied Native Army under the Nawnb Vazir. 


HE N.’iwnl) SJmjii’iiM (Ituilali, tvlio Jiticl been 

iioininiitctl to the cliief command of tlic enemy’s 
tillicd Army, was moving towards Ptitna witli all 
lu-.K'ticablc speed. lie littd correctly g-anged the 
incapacity of his English rival, and now made a 
liold strobe to ont-gcneral liim; which, Itnt for the merest acci- 
dent, would have pliiccd the British Army completely in his 
power. Slnija’n’d danlah disjiatched two of his Divisions by 
itipid marches, tind a eireiiitous route, to seize Patna before the 

April loth 23 rd, retreating British Army could reach their dostina- 

tioji; hut this scheme was frustmted by a fortunate 
accident. A Sepahi Begimcnt and a Detachment of Artillery 
with 3 guns were escorting a convoy of provisions from Patiur 
to the British camp; when information reached the Officer 
Commanding that the enemy were adA’ancing to meet him. He 
at once occupied a strong positioji close at hand ; a dry tank Avitli 
mud embankments forming a ready-made entrenchment, and 
concealing him from view; and here the British Detachment 
took up its position, liastily cutting cmlirasures for the guns, 
'^rUc enemy, in ignorance of what Avas aAvaiting them, adA'anced 
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1704. along the voatl ; wlicn they unexpectedly found themselves 
opposed hy a force of unknown fitrength ; and, hclicving that they 
liad fallen into an ainhuscadc, and that their plans for seizing 
Patna by a surprise had been antieijiated, abandoned their project 
and retreated on their main Anny. 

Carnac was thus,hy a stroke of good fortune, enabled to continue 
bis retreat without serious opposition ; but his soldiers, unaccus- 
tomed to retire before an enemy, had lost heart, and their march 
was in conserpicncc conducted in am irregular, stdky manner; the 
enemy’s Cavalry hovering around, :ind no order of battle having 
been arranged in the event of their being uncxjiectedly forced 
into action. Fortunately, the Pi-itish Anny reached Patna 
without disiister, and took u]» its jaosition, jn-cviously selected and 
prepared by ^fir .T’iifair, who Iiad been deputed by Miijor Camac 
to arninge for the defence of the city. The ])osition.s were well 
selected, Jind scrvicciiblc entrenchments made jarotected by a 
deep ditch. ^lir J’afur jdaced his own troops .along the outside 
of the east and part of the south faces of the Fort ; his left flank 
\pril 23rd, I'GSting on the river Ganges. Carnac’s -\.nny wa-s placed along 
17C4. the Avest ; it.s right resting on the river, .and its left extending 
round as far as Mir J’afar’s right, which it joined near the centre 
of the south face. It Avill be seen that the British and the 
^Munshedabad troojis under Mir J’afar thus completely enveloped 
the fortified city, the Avails being in rear of the beleaguered 
Anny, A\diich Avas coA-cred by the heaA-y guns on the Avails and 
bastions: the river Ganges extending along tlic Avhole of the 
north face of the city. 

Our Europeans Averc encamped outside the Avest face and south- 
Avest angle of the fortress, their left resting on a mound occupied 
by one of our Sepahi Battalions. The soutli-Avcst angle A\-as 
■considered the most likely point of attack, and hCr J’afar, 
therefore, had thoughtfully taken the precaution of clearing aAvay 
a village and all the trees in front, so that the enemy might find 
no cover during his advance. 
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In front of the position held by the Europeans the entrench- 1764. 
inents were only partially completed, but the ground occupied 
Avas commanded by the south-west bastion of the Foitress, the 
guns on Avhich were worked by a llritish detachment sent by 
Carnac into the city to assist our Army encamped Avithout the 
Avails. 

The enemy arrived before Patna on the 24th April ; taking up 
his position to the west and south of the city, nearly opposite to 
and jjandlel Avith the British entrenchments. 

The EmiJCror iShah Alam Avith his Irregular troops threatened 
those of !Mir J’afar; Avhilst Mir Kassim’s trained Brigades and 
Axtillery Avith IG field-guns took \ip a position in front of the 
light Aving of the British Anny; INIir Ivassim AA-ith tlie rest of his 
force being in reserve near Bankiporc, abont a mile from Patna. 

The enemy’s allied force aaais computed at 35,000 men, and in 
addition a mob of 5000 fanatics, all poi-fectly naked, anned AA-ith 
tulA\-ars, their bodies besmeared AA-ith jiaint and ashes, and their 
long hair streaming doA\-n their backs. 

The rival Armies remained inactive for ujiAvavds of a Aveek ; 

April 24th Mny 2nd, '"'hcn the enemy having received authentic infor- 

mation that Briti.-^h reinforcements* Avere near at 
hand, the NaA\-ab Va-zir gave orders for an immediate attack. 

At this time the British force consisted of the Beno-al 
European Regiment, 2 Companies of the Bombay Eurojiean 
Regiment,! 2 troops of Eurojiean CaA-alry, and 7 Battalions 
of Sepahis, besides AA'hich there was the Moghul Horse, and 
j\fir J’afar’s Native Army; amounting in all to about 19,000 
men. 

The NaAvab Vazir’s plan of attack AA-as to concentrate his 

♦ Tliesc reinforcements consisted of 200 IMarines, under Captain Maurice 
'Weinyss, and two iMidshipincn lately Commissioned as Marine Officers. The 
Alarines joined the British force six days after the battle of Patna. 

f Tliese 2 Companies of the Bombay European Itegiment under Captain 
Pemble Avere incorporated Avith the Bengal European Kegiment on August 
24th, 1765. 
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May ord, mpn strengtli against tlie Europeans ; to strike terror amongst 
them by burling at them the trained Brigades; and finally to 
ovenvbelm tliein by making constantly-repeated charges with his 
Cavalry and Infantry; whilst a portion' of his Irregular troops- 
would be employed in keeping Mir el’afar in check, so that he 
could not come to the assistance of the Europeans during the- 
onslaught. 

It must be borne in mind that the Bengal European Kegiment 
and the 2 Companies of the Bombay Europeans held the ground 
under the south-western comer bastion ; on their right and left 
were Sepahi Battalions ; whilst our field-guns were placed . at 
intervals along the whole line. 

The mound on the left of the Eurojieans was held by a Sepahi 
Battalion against the combined attacks of Shuja’u’d daulah’s- 
Rohilla Horse, 3000 strong, and the contingent of his ally the' 
Raja of Benares. 

A general cannonade was now opened, the British firing from, 
the walls of the city as well as from their entrenchments, and the- 
enemy from their numerous field batteiies. The Nawab Vazir' 
led the attack, and Sumru, with his three trained Brigades,, 
charged across the open plain towards the position held by the^ 
Bengal European Regiment, but soon found himself exposed to a 
May 3rd, heavy cross-fire from the batteries above and the guns and 
1764. musketry below, which broke his ranks, and whilst his Officers 
were exerting themselves to rally their men, a well-directed volley 
caused them to again break, and this time seek shelter in a ravine 
about 800 yards in front of our entrenchments. Upon tliis ravine^ 
a heavy fire was opened from one of the bastions of the Fort;, 
but the shot intended for the fugitives went far beyond them,, 
causing dismay amongst Mir Kasslm’s reserve in rear, who had 
deemed themselves safe and beyond range. 

The battle still raged fiercely tOAvards the south-west corner,, 
defended by the Bengal Eui-opcan Battalion and the Bombay 
Europeans. The Nawab Vazir, Avho, commanding in person, now 
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inisheil forwanl his ^Yholc Division, iincl brought his Artillery 17C4. 
close nji to the entrenchments; but the English lire ^Yas too much 
for him, ohliging him after two hours’ fighting to witlulmw with 
heavy loss. During this time he had sent several messages to 
]Mir Ivassim Khan to come to his assistance ; but Alir Kassim 
Khan, always more useful in the Council than in the field, paid 
no heed to the Nawab Vazir’s messages. At last, enraged at 
IMir Kassim’s cowardice, the Kawab Vazir sent a special messenger 
to him, asking him why he was “ lagging behind, whilst,” said he, 

“ 1 am warmly cngiigcd with your enemies ? Advance as I do ” 

“ and engage the enemy on your side as I do on mine.” But 
^lir Kassim, ensconced with the reserves behind his entrench- 
ments, A-ouchsafed no re])ly. 

As a next clrance, the Kawab Vazir ordered the 5000 fanatics 
to charge the Europeans. AVith screams and yells they rushed 
forward, j)rcscnting to our soldiers a pitiful appearance, evidently 
yjny drunk with bhang or they would not have rushed on certain 

171)4. death ; they fell by hundreds under a deadly fire poured on 

them from our fortifications and entrenchments; Avlien, screaming 
and tciTificd, those poor wretches Avho had not been killed or 
wounded lied to the rear. 

Some gallant charges Avcrc now made by the Kohilla Plorse, 
but they were ultimately driven back Avith heavy loss ; AA’hen, about 
three o’clock the NaAvab Vazir, undismayed by Mir Kassim’s 
coAvardicc, collected his Avholc aA'ailablc force, and made a spirited 
charge along the entire face of the British position. The 
Europeans, Avho received these repeated onslaughts at the point of 
the bayonet, Avere uoav completely exhausted, and for a moment 
the enemy gained a footing inside the earth-Avorks, AA'herc they 
succeeded in capturing and caiTying UAvay three of the drummer- 
boys of the Bengal European Regiment. This so exasperated the 
Europeans that they sprang from the entrenchments, dashed 
foi-Avard, broke through their assailants, and re-took the drummer- 

o 
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17G4. Iloye, Avhoin they brought hack in trininpli amidst loud shouts and 
great rejoicing. 

The cnciny, now disheartened, smarting under our fire, and 
foiled at all points, Avere compelled to accept their defeat ; hut a 
final and gallant charge Avas made hy a large body of Cavahy under 
their hr.aA’c Gonuuander Sheik Din ^fahomed, A\-ho AA-as killed in 
the adA'ance, Avhen his C.avahy, disheartened, fled from the field, 
bearing AA-ith them the body of their valiant leader. 

NeA'er laid a Commander a liner opportunity than uoav jn-csented 
itself to Carnac of convertin'! a "allant defence into a croAvniiu! 
A'ictory. One of his Officers made a dash Avith his Sepahis at one 
of the enemy’s batteries of Artillery, Avhich, being jn'OA'idcd Avith 
bullock-draught only, might have been captured; and another 
Officer AA-as in the act, Avith a fcAv of his men, of seizing t aa'o of the 
enemy’s field-guns, Avhen Carnac commanded both to desist and 
return under cover of the entrenchments. Thus, by reason of the 
incapacity of their Commander, our troo])S Avere under the necessity 
' of alloAving their defeated enemy to retire from before them in 
full possession of his gun.s, ammunition, and stores. The 
Battle of Patna Avas uoav over ; imd, although a fcAv days after 
the European reinforcements arrh^cd, hlajor Carjiac still remained 
inactive. 

Captain John Nolllkins of the Bengal European Kegiraent — 
AA'ho had been ti-ausfcrrcd from the 39th licgiment — AA'as severely 
Avounded in this action. 

On the 30th May the allied forces of the enemy broke camp 
and retired on the strong fort of Buxar, the Avorks of AA'hich jMajor 
Cainac had considerably im 2 jroA’'ed Avhen he conteinjilated its 
defence during his occujiation in March. 

It is unnecessary to dAvell ujAon the Calcutta Council’s repeated 
failures to induce Major Carnac to advance against the enemy : 
suffice it to say that a Avelcome order Avas received from the Court 
of Directors, announcing the rcmoA'al of Major Carnac from their 
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'Service,* and on tlie 28tli June lie handed over the command to 17W. 
[Major Champion as locum temns. Although this order of the 
•Court’s was not issued in consequence of Carnac’s blunders whilst 
in command, it was none the less acceptable to the Council, 
who gladly hailed the opportunity of placing a more efficient 
Cfficer in command of the Anny in the field. 

[Major Hector Munro, late of H.M. 89th Eegiment, was 
:appointed to succeed Major Carnac. Munro was on the eve of 
his departure from [Madras to England early in the year, with 
the remnant of his Regiment, Avhen intelligence Avas received of 
the death of Major Adams. The offer of the command of the 
[Bengal Army was at that time made to Major Munro; in the 
anean time, hoAvcver, Carnac had been appointed, hut on that 
■Officer’s removal the offer was rencAved, and accepted by Mum’o. 

The remnant of the 89th and some of the 90th Regiment, 
:amounting to a little OA'er 100 men, volunteered to accompany 
[Major Munro to Bengal, and, the Bengal Government having 
.ncceiAted their services, they Avei-e transferred to the Comj)any’s 
fiervice, ultimately joining the Bengal European Regiment. 

On the 18th August [Major [Munro assumed command of the 
field force then at Patna. He AA-as in every Avay the very opposite 
to his predecessor; braA^e, almost rash in his daring; a strict disci- 
plinarian, but though despising unnecessary pomp, rigidly insisting 
•on Military etiquette and the strictest obedience to orders. 

One of Munro’s early acts aatis to publish a code of regulations, 

Avith AAdiich all Officers were instructed to make themselves 
■thoroughly acquainted. This code enjoined strict attention to 
•many essential points of Military duty, AA'hich, during Major 
Carnac’s time, had been alloAA’^ed to faU into disuse. For the 
first time a concise system of manoeuvres Avas introduced, in 
-\A-hich Officers commaudmg Regiments Avere instructed to exer- 

Jilajor Caruac A\\as remoA'ecl for liaA-ing opposed Mr. Vansittart, but he Avas 
ultimately restored to the Service, in AA'hich he rose to the rank of Major- 
■ General. 
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17 Cl. CISC their men iit daily parades. No difficulty u'as c.x'porienced 
in introducing these reforms amongst the European troops ; but 
the case was different with the Sepahi Eegiments, unused to the 
strict discipline enjoined, and they resented it as an innovation. 
The European Officers attached to the Sepahi Battalions- 
struggled in vain to induce their men to submit to the additional 
parades and drills enjoined; hut information soon reached Maior 
Munro that the discontent had spread into open mutiny, the 
Sepahis threatening to desert sooner than submit; and on the 
24th August Major Munro issued a General Order warning the- 
Sepahis of the inevitable consequences of their insubordination,, 
“ Avhich, if continued, must end in their just punishment.” 

The mutinous spirit amongst the Sepahi Eegiments, however,, 
was in no way suppressed ; and on the 8th September one of the 
Battalions stationed at Manji revolted, seizing and imjn’isoning- 
their European Officers and Sergeants, and setting all authority at 
defiance. Next day the prisoners were released, but the Sepahis- 
refused to obey orders. 

With an enemy in force close at hand Major INIunro’s position was- 
one of difficulty and danger ; but he Avas quite equal to the occasion. 
He immediately dispatched a detachment of the Bengal European 
Eegiment and a Sepahi Battalion not contaminated by the mutiny 
Avith instructions to attach, disarm, and march the mutinous Eegi- 

September 10 13, ment to Ghupra, AA'hen they AA'ould receive further 

1701. orders. Captain Wemyss, commanding this detach- 

ment, found the nuAtineers bivouacked in a ginve, Avhich 
oAving to the heaAw rains Avas completely surrounded by AA'ater, 
Avhen, taken by surprise, the mutineers sun'cndered and Avere 
disarmed, and immediately marched to Ghupra, arriving on 
September 13th. !Major Munro AA’as on parade to receive them, 
supported by the 2 Grenadier Companies of the Bengal 
■ European Eegiment, a Compan)’- of EAiropoan Artillery, and a 
Battalion of Sepahis. 

hlunro called on the Commanding Officer of the mutinous 



THE 31UTIXEE11S EXECUTED. 


197 


l^cgiincnt to select 50 of tlie nngleatlcvs ; from ■whom 24 -vverc 17C4. 
])ickeil out and arraigned before a drum-head court-martial, which 
sentenced them to he blown away from guns. The proceedings 
Avere confirmed at once, and the sentence ordered to be carried 
into execution on the spot; when four of the condemned prisoners 
were immediately seized and tied to the guns, but four Native 
Grenadiers, amongst the jnasoners awaiting execution, claimed 
the right, “as they held the post of honour in the field,” to 
be executed first. The reque&t Avas granted, the Battalion 
men being unfastened; and the Grenadiers executed in their 
stead. 

The scene Avhich folloAA'cd Avas trying in the extreme. The 
gallantry of the Grenadier prisoners caused a violent reaction in 
their favour amongst those Native troops Avho had hitherto been 
uncoutaminated ; and Avho now told Munro that they Avould not 
idloAV the executions to be proceeded Avith. It Avas an anxious 
moment for the jirisoners, and perhaps more so for the Com- 
manding Officer; but, Avithoutany hesitation, !Munro ordered the 
European Artillery to load Avith gm})e and prepare for action, the 
European Infantry being moA'ed round to supijort the guns. 

The European Officers Avith the Sepahi Battalions Avere ordered 
to stand aside, and the Sepahis commanded to ground their 
.arms. Instinctively they obeyed, and Avere marched from their 
arms, AA'hich Averc taken })osscssion of by the Europeans. 
Sixteen more of the prisoners Avere then bloAvn from the guns, 
the remaining four being mai'ched to Moniah, AA'here they met 
their fate in presence of the tAvo Se 2 )ahi Battalions at that 
.station. The drill parades Averc re-commenced, and the Sepahis 
exercised in the ugav manoeuATCs. 

Major hlunro, by these severe thongh necessary measures, 
having brought his Native troops into a com 2 )lete state of 
obedience, turned his attention to his jAreparations for the capture 
of the Fortress of Buxar, noAV the headquarters of the allied 
onemy. The force AA’hich Munro selected to form his main Army 
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17(il. for active .‘service, consisted of tlic 2 Grenadier and (5 JJattalioiv. 
Coinjiunies of the Bengal J']»jn>i)can llcf^iinent : the 2 Com- 
panies of the Bonihay Europeans; tlie Marines; some details 
.Si'ptoinbor inili— fiOtli, .Kjii'j’s Kegiments uho laid not vohm- 

teered for the Company's Service — ahoiit 200 men 
under Captain Wemyss — 2 Companies of European Artillery;, 
and a troop of Knropcan Cavalry; making a total of about 1000 
European.'i. In addition to these there were <S Battalions of 
Sepahis and 1000 ]^roghuI Horse, lately remodelled. ^fajor 
Champion, of the Bengal European Kegiment, ivas sent in 
command of a detachment to cross the river Ganges, and rejoin 
the main Army as soon as it should arrive at the river .Soane. 

, The defence of Behar was provided for by bOO of the Bengal 
European Begiment, 1 Company of European Artillery; some 
Native Cavalrv and rnfantrv bein^ sent to '^nard the frontier of 
that province. 

^fnnro, with his Army, reached Kalvaghat, on the cast bank of 
the Soane, on the 10th October, to find the opjiositc bank 
occupied by the enemy. This jirccantion on the part of 
the Nawab ^*azir mmlit have caused diilicnltv to the advancin'; 
Army, had not Mnnro jirovidcd a connter-inove in having sent 
Cham[iion to make his way on the morning of the 10th along the 
west bank of the river. Champion had left Chnpin on the thk 
October, reaching the month of the Soane river on the 0th; and 
next morning had advanced, under cover of a dense fog, close 
upon the enemy, entrenched n*ith the intention of disputing the 
ford. 

Chamjnon formed his detachment in line, and advanced 
stealthily elose up to the entrenchments, when he suddenly opened 
a. brisk fire, which was feebly replied to; and the enemy, surprised 
by the attack of a force of unknown strength, hastily withdrew 
in tire direction of Arrah. The main force ixnder Mnnro then 
crossed the river unopposed, and halted about half-a-niile from its 
west bank. The forward march was resumed on the 12th Octobciy 
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Y'lien Munro formed Iris Army into three Divisions ; the first under 1764; 
hlajor Champion, the second under hlajor Pemhle, and the third 
under Major Sibbert ; Champion’s Division forming the advance- 
guard. When Champion reached Arrah he found the toAvn 
deserted; so he pushed on to the Bonas Niihi, on the other side of 
which he perceived about 4000 or 5000 of the enemy’s Cavalry 
prepared to dispute his passsage across the bridge. Champion 
ordered his Cavahy to advance, the European Dragoons leading ; 
when the eneuy, after only a slight show of resistance, fled towards 
a village about a mile distant, pursued by the British Cavahy. It, 
however, soon became apparent that the latter had been led into an 
ambuscade, for the village was held by a large body of the enemy’s 
troops, who, concealed behind the buildings and trees, received 
our Cavalry with an unexpected fire. Taken completely by surprise, 
our men wheeled about and in their tnnr were pursued by the 
enemy’s Cavahy now largely reinforced. Our Moghul Horse 
broke and fled in confusion, the English Dragoons holding better 
together; but manj^ Avere sabred and shot down. As soon as 
Champion saAV the turn Avhich affairs had taken, he thrcAV foi'AA'ard 
his Infantry toAvards some broken ground, thus giAung coAmr and 
support to his CaAuihy,. who, A\-ith difficulty found their Avay 
across the Niila, Avith a loss of 4 Sergeants, 12 European troopers, 
and about 40 of the Moghul Horse killed or Avounded. 

In the meantime some important eA’ents had occurred in the 
camp of .Shuja’u’d daulah, the NaA\-ab Yazir. The Emperor Shah 
Alain still remained under the iR’ctcction of the Nawab Yazir, 

AA'ho continued to exercise the supreme command of the Allied 
Armies, but the Emperor fully realised that he aa’us little more 
than a State prisoner, and AA\as quite prepared, should opportunity 
offer, to free himself from a position of dependence and restraint. 

Mir Kassim had sunk immeasurably in the estimation of his 
Commandcr-in-Chief since his hasty retreat, and refusal to join in 
the attack on the British entrenchments at Patna. Every one 
noAV seemed to i-aise his hand against Mir Kassim. Summ, Avhen 
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3764 . accused of cowardice by the Nawab Vazir, declared that no order 
bad been sent to him by Mir Kassim to re-advance, or he would 
readily have done so. 

Now, !Mir Kassim felt that, thoug'h courage in presence of an 
enemy was not his strong jioint, he would have made plausible 
excuses were he a free agent, but unfortunately he could not 
afford to quan’el with Sumni. He had no funds with which to 
meet the arrears due to his troops, who were clamorous for 
payment; and, still' worse, there was the treaty made with 
the NaVab Vazir — when the triple alliance was entered into — 
under which !Mir Kassim had agreed to pay £11,000 a month 
towards the expenses of the war from the day the Allied Armies 
.should cross the river Granges. 

Mir Kassim knew that his ability to pay the large amounts 
required from him was contingent on his regaining his throne ; his 
treasiu'e collected at his Fort of Eotas was alh expended, but he 
felt secure in the friendship of liis Allies, so long as his trained 
Bi'igades and European Artillery remained faithful to him. His 
reliance on all these soon vanished, for he had been outwitted and 
betrayed ; Sumru, Markar, Aratoon, with their soldiers, and his 
European Artillery, with their Officers — all false — ^liad been 
bought over by his Ally the Nawab Vazir. 

This was the final blow; disgraced, deserted, insulted, and 
deceived, Mir Kassim looked around in vain for advice and 
consolation ; he had no friend but one solitary servant, who was 
faithful to him in his reverses and dangers as he had particqmted 
October 22nd, prosperity and triumphs. The Na^vab Vazir, 

17 () 4 . finding that Mir Kassim was powerless and completely - 
at his mercy, ordered him to be robbed of the few valuables 
that remained to him ; and mounted on a lame elephant, he ■\vas 
ejected, October 22nd, from the camp, klir Kassim — the cx- 
Nawab of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa — eventually died at Delhie 
in extreme poverty, June fith, 1777 ; a Native historian assuring 
' us that his last shawl was sold to i)ay for his winding-sheet. 
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But now to return to tlic Britirfi Army, wliicli without further 
luishup Jirrived before the Fortress of Buxar on the 22nd 
October, where ^lunro found the Nawah Vazir occupying an 
entrenched position on the plain to the east of the Fortress, 
outside which the enemy’s whole Army Avas draAvn up in battle 
array. 

The tAVO forces remained AA-atching each other for upAA'ards of 
an hour; aa'Iicu the enemy retired AAuthin his entrenchments. 

Munro noAA’ seized and occupied a A-illagc about a thousand 
yards in adA'ance of the left of his line, and thrcAA' a strong picket 
foi’AA'ard to occupy a groA’c of trees about the same distance in 
front of his right, his camp facing that of the enemy ; double 
sentries being posted all round, and communication maintained 
AA’ith his two adA’anced posts. 

These ammgements complete, MiAnro called a Council of War, 
October 22ucl, AA’hich recommended that the troops should be alloAA'ed 
17C-1-. i-egt during the 2Brd, and that an assault should be 

made on the enemy’s entrenchments on the 21th, on the folloAA'ing 
plan : — 

Lieutenant Nicoll, of the KatiA'c Infantry, aaIio had been 
employed by hlajor Camac in the preceding month of March to 
sui'A’cy the ground noAA' occupied by the enemy, aaus ordered 
to conduct a detachment proceeding along the bed of the Torah 
Niila and endeuA'our to turn the enemy’s right flank ; the British 
Army at the same time making a vigorous attack along the aaIioIc of 
the enemy’s front. It Avas anticipated that by this manceuAu-e the 
enemy Avould probably be throAA-n into confusion, during AA’hich it 
AA-as hoped our troops Avould be enabled to effect an entrance into 
their camp. It had also been ordered that, AA’ith the A’ieAV of 
keeping the enemy in ignorance of our real intentions, sham 
batteries should be at once commenced opposite the left of 
their entrenchments; so that the enemy might fall into the 
error of supposing that Ave intended ' ^ ’ 

npproaches. 


1761. 
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17G'l. Our heavy baggage Ava!?, as a precaution, sent on 1)oar(l our boats 
close at liniid, by the river's bank. 

Major Champion commaiuled the AVorlving-])arty, which, early 
on the morning of the 2Snl October, advancecl Avith a Company 
of l^ioncors and a covcrhig detachment of .Sepahis, to throAv up 
the dummy batteries ; hut he had hardly reached his ground, 
AA'hcn, just as day AA-as breaking, lie saAv the enemy in great force 
leaving their entrenchments and forming up for action. It 
appeared evident to Champion that the NaAA-ab Vazir aaus prepar- 
ing to attack the British cam]), and no time aa'os to be lost in 
communicating his suspicions to ^fajor Munro; so Chainpion rode 
foi’Avard alone to take note of the enemy's movements, having 
October 2.‘)rd, pi’cviously sent a messenger to Avarn the British Com- 
17G-I. mauder of the jn'obablc advance of the enemy, jMajor 
Munro, already on the alert, beat to arms, forming up his troops- 
outside his camp to meet the enemy’s attack. It is necessary 
that the exact nature of the ground hctAA'ccn the rival armies 
should be noAv clearly defined. 

To the left front of the British camp Avas the village, to the- 
right front the grove of trees; both these positions having^ 
been occujiicd by our troops on the pi-evious day. 

BotAveen the village on our left front and the British camp- 
there Avas an extensive morass, through Avhich Avas a ford, difficult 
to find Avithout the assistance of an experienced guide. To the 
right of the groA'c Avas another village; but betAveen the village on 
the left and the grove on the right the space AA-as open and clear. 

About three miles intervened betAveeu the rival camps, AA-hich 
faced each other. It has been recorded that Avhen Munro 
assumed command of the Anny he instituted a coiu-se of 
manoeuvres, AA-hich he ordered Commanding Officers to practise 
on parade, so that AA-hen their soldiers shoidd be in presence of an 
enemy they AA-ould take uj) their allotted positions Avithout delay 
or confusion. 

When, therefore, the Army took the field on the morning of the- 
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23)1(1 Octdlier. ('vorv nv.in knew liis ajipoinlotl positioii, wliicli he 17G4. 
<H’ou]n'o(l witliont confusion. 

The julv:inc('(l ihckot.-^ were now culled in; ihul in the villuixc 
on onr left -front joininir the inuin Army, whilst that which had 
ocenpied the oriwe on onr vi<»ht-fvoni was oydeved lo join the 
Mo;xhnl llor.-e, and take nj) its jiosition in a villaire in roar of onr 
left winir. charged with the protection of the camp and baggage. 

The llritish .\riny advanced to the front of their camp in two 
Divisions, one in immediate rear of the other, ahont a hundred 
yards apart, and the reserve in the voitrc hetween these two lines. 

^'he front line was formed of two llattalion Companies of the 
llengid Knro])('an llegiment and two Companies of the llomhay 
Knropi'an llegiment. these being formed into one llattalion, 
commanded hy Captain Mac]dierson : the detachments of the lioyal 
troojis and Marines under Captain Wemyss; four llattalions of 
t)ct(.1>iT 2,1nl. 3'epahis. and the greater jiortion of the Artillery. The 
Knropoans wen; in the centre of this line, the Artillery at 
intervids hetween the llattalions. The rear line, under Jtlajor 
I’emhle. was formed of the remainder of the Bengal European 
llegiment, four Battalions of Sepahis. and some Artillery, the 
same ovde.v being observed as in the front line. 

I'lie reserve, under Cajttain Hay, was formed of the two 
(Jrenadier Companies of the Bengal European Kcgiment .and 
some Cavalry. 

The front line was in two Divisions or wings, the right 
commanded hy ^^ajor Chamjiion, the left by Major Sibbert. 

Lieutenant Vertne commanded the detachment guarding the 
camp and baggage. 

It is also necessarv to say something of the enemy's position. 

The Kawab ^'a/.ir, who had proved himself a gallant soldier and 
an able Conend. was still in chief command of the enemy’s Army. 

The Em]icrnr Sladi Alamremainedinhis tent behind the Torah Nalii. 

The ex-Xawab Mir Kassim, ejected from the cainj), was a wanderer, 
his traiiu'd Brigades bcin" now in the service of the Nawab Vazir.. 
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17GJ. Tlic ground occupied by (be ciieiny Avas well selected; indeed, 
liis position was formidable. IIi.s left rested on the river Ganges, 
Avliere Avere the toAvn and fortress of fbixar, occujned by several 
Native Battalions, 

The NaAvab Vazir’s Kegiments Avere mostly commanded by 
European Officers, and suj>])orted by numerous bodies of Cavalry. 
In the centre Averc the tinined Brigades under Sumru, consisting 
, of 8 lhittalions,and 8 ficld-])ieccs, the latter manned by Europeans; 
the AA’holc strengthened by a reserve of GOOD men. 

The Baja of Benares commanded the enemy’s right Aving, 
•com])osed principally of Bohilla Horse, supported bv 5000 
Durmi Cavalry, knoAvn to be cxjicrienced soldiers, aaIio had 
•distinguished themselves in many a havd-fonght battle. 

The enemy’s Allied Ai'my numbered in all betAveen 40,000 and 
.50,000, Avhcrcas the British had but 7080 men. 

The enemy Averc the first to adA'ance, a)jd their guns^-of greater 
■calibre than the British — took efi’eet before the English field- 
pieces could reply ; jMunro, therefore, ordered a general advance ; 
but, on nearing the morass, AA as obliged to detach the left Aving in 
order to take ground to liis right. Tins necessaiy moA'cment 
in the face of his enemy might have been attended Avith seriou.s 
results, had not his trooi)s been i)i-actiscd on jairade in the 
manoeuvres by Avhich in A\’ar he Avas enabled to effect his jnirpose. 
NotAvithstanding that the fire from the enemy’s heavy batteries 
Avas trying, the British Army steadily advanced; and, having 
cleared the morass, the original order of battle AA-as resumed. 
Our Ai’tillery, from its position in front, Avas noAv firing AA'ith effect 
amongst the dense masses of the enemy. 

A determined charge Avas at thi.s time made upon the British 
left by the Durani Hox’se, aa-Iio attempted to force a passage 
betAveen our tAvo advancing lines, and thus crush our reserve in 
the centre; but, as soon as their intention became apparent, 
Munro ordered his resei-ve to take ground to their left and face 
•outAAnrds, Avhilst half a Battalion in the front line AA'heeled back 
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and half a Battalion in the I'cav Avheclcd forward, so that the Avhole 1764, 
intei’A’al on the left of onr Arinj* was closed up, rapidly formed 
into three sides of an oblong sf|uare, and Avas thus enabled to 
preAmnt the CaA'alry from effecting their purpose. 

The result of this manceuATC, AA'hich Major INfunro had caused 
October 23rcl, frequently practised on the line of march and on 

1/64. parade, illustrated the adA'antages deriA'ed from a frequent 
exercise in the code of moA'cments he had ordered for his troops, 
but Avhich the Sepahis had so stubbornly resisted. 

Foiled in their attempts to break through the British lines, the 
Durani CaA'ahy beat a reti-eat, hastened by our fire ; but, haAdng 
passed to our rear, thej' uoaa- charged our rear-guard, consisting 
of the INIoghul Horse and a detachment of Sepahis under Lieu- 
tenant Vertue, 

The ISIoglud Horse gaA-c AA'ay before the Durani Cavalry; 
Avhen our Infantry, now unsuj)portcd, moved toAA'ards the main 
Army in admirable order, and as steadily as if on parade, but all 
our baggage fell into the enemy’s hands, and our camj) was left 
unprotected. 

Flushed Avith their success, the Diirani Cavalry noAV made a 
desperate charge on our rear line; Avhich, rapidly facing about, 
prepared to receive them. Our guns, hoAvever, AA-ere so Avell served, 
that the enemy’s CaA’alry sheered off; but soon afterAvards a second 
charge Avas delivered by a squadron of picked men under a 
distinguished Chieftain. A desperate struggle ensued, several of 
the men of the Bengal European Eegiment being sabred in the 
ranks; but the British line remained firm and unbroken. The 
charffe AA’as ao-ain rcncAA'ed AA'ith increased AUgour, but the leader, in 
makins a vio'orous dash at the English line, AA-as received on the 
bayonet of one of our Eiu-opeans, aaFo at the same moment 
discharcino' his musket, the Chief fell a lifeless corpse amongst 
his gallant folloAvers. This last effort proving a failure, the Durani 
CaA'alry, disappointed and disheartened at the loss of their leader, 
retreated, leaA'ing a large proportion of their men on the field. 
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17CJ. In tlie mciintimc tlic British front line liad not hccn 
xincinjdoyeil. A lialtcry of licavy guns hud been brought uj) 
by the onciny, and posted in the village to our extreme right. 
This battery, tiring obliquely on our ndvaneing Divisions, rendered 
it impossible to jireservc our line, and at the same time Sumru’s 
Brigade kept up u eoutinuous lire: ivhilst the enemy’s Cavalry 
made repeated and determined charges on our right whig, where 
some wavering was now jierecpliblc. 

2^Iajor iSlunro, observing this unsteadiness, ordered a Sepahi 
Battalion on the right of our line to stonn the battery in the 
village. .Vftcr some hesitation the Battalion advanced under 
Lieutenant Nicoll, and having made a slight detour to the 
right, suddenly wheeled round, and, gallantly charging the’ 
position, drove back the enemy at the jioint of the bayonet, 
carried the village, and captured the battery. Sujiports were 
immediately sent forward from the rear line, by this time 
comjilctcly relieved from the attacks of the enemy’s Cavalry. 

Nicholl now pushed his success so far as to attempt to gain 
possession of the enemy’s guns jiosted in the grove- of trec.s 
to his left; but they were found to be strongly supported, and 
his eflorts failed. In retreating he was hardly pressed; the 
Native Cavalry charging both his Hanks, and dealing destruction 
amongst his Scpaliis. 

The chief interest was now centred in the fight for the 
possession of the grove. Major Munro directed Champion, at the 
liead of the remainder of the right wing of the front line, to 
advance to the support of our retreating 8epahis, who had been 
■October foiled in their attempt to seize the grove, and were now 

17G4. ill full flight. With k'lajor Champion’s Detachment 

were the two Companies of the Bengal European Ecgiment; the 
Eoyal Company under Captain W emyss ; two Sepahi Battalions, with 
a Company of Ai-tillery and 4 field-pieces, forming his support. 

Orders were issued that our Infantry during the coming charge 
were to reserve their fire and ti-ust solely to their bayonetfe. As 
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Champion advanced the enemy’s Cjivahy drew ofl', and Nicoll’s 17C1. 
J^epahif. rallyinii;, took their jdacc on the riglit of the advancing 
line. Major Champion’.'j advance was watclied with breathless 
interest as he dashed forward, and, pushing right throngh the 
grove, forced the enemy back at the ))oint of the bayonet; and 
then pouring <tn them a well-directed volley, sent them fl 3 ‘ing 
from the field, leaving their gnns, 27, in onr possession. 

lint the trial of strength was not vet over, for the Nnjeebs, 
who had been protecting the gnns, eseajting earlv in the fight, 
had taken the direction of Snmrn's tr.iined Brigades, which the}’ 
joined: when the united force, forming a new alignment, 
iulvanced to retrieve the fortunes of the day by retaking the 
position. 

Such was the aspect of nfi!ur.s, when ,'^huja Kuli Khan, one of 
the Kawab Vazir’s Conuuandcr.s sup))orting Sumru's Brigades, 
imagining that C''ham})ion's volky, which he had heard, implied 
the flight of the English from the grove ; and thinking his scrnces 
were no longer rotjuired in snpjiort, without communicating his 
intentions left his jiosition in reserve, and advanced his troops to at- 
October the Britisli left wing. ]..eading his Cavahy in ])erson, 

17G-i. pjj-cled round the moni.«s, instrueting his Infantiy to 

:ulvance bv theford. Ills Cavahy made some gallant charges, which 
were repelled bv our square ; whilst his Infantiy, scattered in its 
attempts to struggle through the moniss, suftered severeh' from 
our grajic-fire, which efi'ectually kept them in cheek. Charge 
after charge was made ly the brave Shuja Kuli Khan, but a 
gnilic-shot striking him in the forehead, ho fell from his horse 
mortalK wounded. The Cavahy, discouraged at the loss of their 
loader, were, whilst endeavouring to recover liis bod}’, tlirown 
into some confusion ; and, abandoning their attempt to break the 
English square, retired toAvards the Fortress. 

.Shuja Kuli Klian fell ignorant of the injury which his Avant of 
judgment entailed on his masters cause. Sumru’s Brigades, 
dejirived of their support, hesitated, and Avatched the result of 
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G 4 . Shiijii Ivuli Kilim's bokl attack on our left; but as soon as the 
, failure of his Cavalry and the discomfiture of his lufantiy was- 
seen, Sumru retired his Brigades — in good order, it is ti-ue — ^Ijut his-- 
retreat wis accepted by the enemy as a signal for a general flight. 

Major Champion’s force noiv licld the grove and village to our 
right; whilst the left wing, relieved from the attacks of >ShujaKuli 
Khan’s Cavalry, were free to act on the ofiensive. 

The result of the Battle of Buxar was no longer doubtfid; and 
as jSIajor !Munro rode along the front of his vietorious Army he 
was received with hearty cheers and congratulations. The 
English Army was ordered to be broken into Column, the left 
wing iiursuing the enemy towards the Torah river, whilst tho 
right wing advanced on the enemy’s entrenchments. 

A final effort was still made by the Nawab Yazir ; who, collecting 
some of his troops, attcmiitcd to retrieve the battle. He might 
have succeeded, at any rate, in checking the 2)reci2ntate flight of 
his Ai'iny, had not Bene Bahadur, entrusted with the 2)rotection 
of the camp and Fortress — in ignorance of Shuja Kali Khan’s 
failure and fate — deeming success secured, allowed his troo2)s to 
dismount and wander about at their ease. Suddenly the right 
wing of the British Army a2)2ieared in their midst, when, taken 
by surprise, and hurriedly mounting under our musketry fire, 
they made but a feeble attempt at resistance, and fled in the 
direction of the troops which the Nawab Yazir Avas attera2)ting to 
re-form. Their flying Carralry effectually frustrated all the 
enemy’s endeavours to rally, and, thoroughly demoralised, they 
Avere noAV in full flight toAA-ards the ford oA-cr the Torah river. 

But a strange scene Avas being enacted in the enemy’s cam2A : 
AA'here the Durani Horse — notoi-ious 25hmderers — as soon as they 
found that the battle Avas decided against them, detennined to 
a 2 Apropriate to themseh-es AA-hateA-er they could lay their hands on. 
Bcgardless of 2 Aersonal safety, they fell upon the NaAA-ab Yazir's 
baggage, helping themselves to his A-aluables ; AA-hilst the British 
troops, deeming the captured camp and baggage to be their 
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lawful prize, resented the cupidity of the Durani Horse ; the 
result being that the Avhole camp presented a scene of bloodshed 
and confusion beyond description, the Cavalry cutting down all 
Avho attempted to thwart them in their purpose, and the British 
bayoneting and shooting the plunderers indiscriminately. 

In the meantime the Hawab Vazir gave up as hopeless the 
attempt to rally his followers, and, accompanied by a strong party 
of chosen horsemen, crossed the Torah river with some of his 
most portable treasures ; and, as soon as he ascertained that his 
trained Brigades had followed him, ordered the bridge of boats 
to be destroyed, thus Completely cutting off the retreat of his 
Infantry and camp followers. 

A fearful scene of carnage ensued, and a genei’al rush was made 
towards the stream; elephants, camels, bullocks, horses, men, 
women, and children, all pressing forward to gain the opposite 
bank of the river, were precipitated into the stream ; indeed, so 
great was the indiscriminate rush that the w’^eaker fell under 
the strong, so that, at last, a mole three hundred yards long was 
formed by the dead and dying, across which the remnants of the 
fugitives made their escape. 

The Ha-wab Vazir had been so confident of victory that no 
arrangements had been made for the removal of his baggage and 
treasure, or that of his Army so that, notwithstanding the 
multiform plunder during the day of the battle, the English prize- 
agents succeeding in collecting booty to the value of £12,000 
sterling. 

One hundred and seventy-twm gams* were captured by the 
British. 

At the Battle of Buxar the Bengal Eiwopean Eegiment had 
Lieutenant Thompson severely wounded, 37 men killed, and 

^Captured on the field 113 guns. 

Brought in by an European deserter 7 ,, 

Mounted on the works 52 „ 

Total 172 „ 


V 



210 


THE VICTORY OF BUXAR. 


61. 58 wounded ; the total loss of the Bidtish Army amounting to 0 
European Officers and 838 rank and file, killed and wounded. 

Upwards of 2000 of the enemy lay dead on the field of battle 
or in the camp, and considerabty more than tliat number were 
wounded ; these calculations not including the masses who 
perished in attempting to escape. Amongst the slain were found 
several of the French deserters; in addition to these three 
Frenehmen were made prisoners ; one of whom purchased 
liis ransom by bringing in with him seven of the enemy’s guns, 
whilst the other two were tried by Drum-head Court Mai-tial, 
and hanged by the Provost-Sevgeant in presence of the whole 
Regiment. 

The Battle of Buxar lu’ought to a conclusion a series of im- 
portant actions, fought, in all instances, against vastly superior 
numbers, the later engagements against soldiers equally well 
trained and equipped as our own. 

British authority had now been established and maintained 
throughout the East India Company’s territories ; and although 
there had been instances of crime, mutiny, and desertion, the 
achievements of the troops must be admitted to form a group of 
successes unsurpassed in histoiy, and effected by a display of 
courage and endurance never exceeded bj’' tlie Army of any nation 
in the Avorld. 

The decoration, “ Buxar,” was ordered to be emblazoned on the 
Colours of the “ Bengal European Regiment a device inherited 
by the “ Royal Munster Fusiliers.” 

General References. — Chaplcr IX. 

Malleson’s “Decisive Battles of India.” 

Broome’s “ Rise and Progress of the Bengal Army.” 

Williams’s “ Bengal Infantry.” 

The Seir Mutakhorin. 

Historical Records, Bombay European Regiment. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Council. 

Thornton’s “ Histoiy’ of India.” 

&c., &c. 



CHAPTER X. 


Occupation of Benares by the Army under l\Iajor Munro — The attempt to 
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Army. 


HE night succeeding the Battle of Buxar tvas passed 
by the troops on the field; and the three following 
days AA'ei'e employed in buiying the dead and 
attending to the wounded, many of whom — the 
dhooley beai-crs having absconded during the fight — 
were left unattended on the gj-ound where they fell : and, worse 
'October 25th, still, the Medical Department was so numerically weak 
that several days elapsed before requisite operations were 
performed, or all the wounds dressed. It is, however, specially 
recorded that the Officers did all in their power to alleviate the 
pain and distress of the sufferers, by visiting them constantly and 
’ administering “ rice and water to the unfortunates.” 

On the 27th October the Bengal European Regiment 
accompanied the iriain Army on its advance towards Benares; 
the Fortress and town of Buxar being left under the protection 
of the wounded Europeans and 4 Companies of Sc])ahi.s. 
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17G4. Major. Miim-o, fully alive to the importance of securing the- 
goodn-ill of tlie inhabitants of the country tbrougb ivlncb he Avas 
October 27tli, passing, issued stringent orders against plundering on the 
176t. jjjjQ Qf inarch and firing buildings or Aillagcs; these 
orders being held by the ISTatiA-e soldiers and eainji-folloAvcrs to he 
an infringement of their just privileges, much discontent 
o])cnl)' expressed. 

On the 5th November a Native Non-commissioned Officer 
detected in plundering Avas brought before Major Munro, and 
Koveinber 5tli, immediately an-aigned before a Dnim-head Court 
1764. Martial, by AA'hich he AA'as sentenced to he hanged in 
presence of the AA'hole Arm}'. The sentence Avas carried into 
exeention the same afternoon; after AA'hich all insubordination 
and pilfei'ing ceased, and the country Avas, for the first time iir 
tho'liistory of Bengal, exempted from the teiTors and miseries 
Avhich had invariably accompanied an invading Army in India. 

The 6th and 7th NoA'ember AA'crc occupied in constnicting a 
bridge across the Goonitcc river', and on the 8th the Army 
encamped under the AA'alls of the city of Benares. 

The Avealth of Benares AA’as said to he crpial to that of Dclhie 
itself, and the temptation to pillage AAas gr-eat; but Munro 
protected the city from plurrdcr by jmblicly making it knoAvii 
that arry soldier or camp-folloAA'cr found in the city Avithout 

November 8tb 2Ctb, permission should be severely punished ; and any 

])erson detected in plundering- AA'ould “ be imme- 
diately hanged,” and, to ensure the enforcement of these or-dersr 
a strong European guard aaus constantly quar-tered iir the city. 

'^riic day after the arnA'al of the British Army at Benares 
tlic inhabitants paid £40,000 to the troops in lieu of booty; 
the sum being divided aS prize in the usual pi'opoi'tions. 

Whilst the Army AA'as encarnjred on the plain outside the city 
the tAA'o Grenadier Companies of the Bengal European Regiment 
Norember 8di— ‘iutli, fonncd part of a force under Major Pcrnhle 
176}. detached from the main Army to lay siege to tin- 
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Fortress of Ohunar. Mahomed. Bahadur Khan, the Governor of 17G4. 
Chnnar, notn-ithstanding that the British occupied the co\intry,„ 
still acknowledged the authority of the Nawah A’^azir of Ondc ; 
hilt, hearing that the Emperor commanded obedience to the 
British, he attempted to persuade his garrison to submit to their 
authority, which so incensed his followers that they turned him 
out of the Fort and appointed his Lieutenant to the command. 

The Fort of Chnnar is picturesquely situated on an isolated 
rock, which forms the termination of the Eajniahal range of 
mountains Avhere they abut on the river Ganges. The fortress, 
about 200 feet above the river and standing on its right bank, 
•overhangs the tomi of Chunarghar, which is to its rear. 

The defences, naturally as well as artificially formidable, follow 
the summit of the rocks on Avhich the fortress is built; and, 
although there were several batteries of considenible strength in 
which guns of heavy calibre were mounted, the defence of the 
garrison depended much on the facility for rolling down on the 
•assailants masses of rock and stones, great quantities of which 
were always accunmlated within the Avails. 

The main Anny at Benares, under INIajor Munro, had lately been 
reinforced by tAvo Companies of the Bengal European Regiment, 

•one Company of the “Select Picket” and tAA"o Battalions of 
Sepahis ; AA'hich augmentation had enabled him to detach the two 
'Grenadier Companies of the Bengal Europeans to Chunar, and 
these he noAV increased by the Company of Cadets, three Bat- 
talions of Sepahis, one Company of Pioneers, 50 Artillerymen 
AAuth 9 guns, and a detachment of Lascars. 

The Cadets forming the “ Select Picket ” AA^Cre anxious for an 
opportunity to distinguish themselves, the Commissioned Officers 
in the Company’s Service being chiefly selected from amongst the 
Gadets of the “ Select Picket,” foremost in discipline and efficiency. 

The Division under Major Pemble crossed the river Ganges on 
-the evening of the 26th No\"cmber, and, passing quietly undbr 
the Avails of the Fortress at night, pitched camp on the morning 
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3764. of the 27th on the plain to the south-Avest of the enemy’s posi- 
tion, "vvliilst Major Mnnro moved the headquarter camp tO' 
Sultanpoin, a town opposite to tlic Fortress of Olmnar, the- 
river Ganges intervening. 

Major Pemhle throw up two batteries, one opposite to the 
south-west angle of the Fortress, ithe other on the east side, but 
the work of breaching was very slow; and it was not until,, 
on the 2nd of December, a breach at the south-Avest angle of 
the Fortress lA'as reported practicable, and orders ivere issued 
for an assault early the next morning, 

I The Grenadier Companies of the Bengal European Eegiment 

and the Company of Cadets, with a Sepahi Battalion, fonnecl 
December 3rd, the storming-pavty ; Avhilst the rest of the force remained 
1764. plain below awaiting orders. Major PcmblCy 

unwilling to unnecessarily expose his Europeans, adopted the 
unusual course of sending the SeiJahis to the front to stonn 
the breach. Before daybreak the Aiiny left camp, the adA’ance 
party reaching the base of the hill Avithout any obstruction; 
but as sooji as the Sepahi Battalion commenced the ascent 
a heavy musketry' fire aa'us opened on it from aboA'e. The- 
Sepahis at first advanced up the hill Avitli great coolness 
but their progress Avas soon imiieded by large masses- of stones 
hurled doAA-n upon them from the Avails. These stones, bounding 
OA'cr the roclvs .in uncertain directions, struck many of the 
men in their course, some being killed, AA’hilst others, bruised 
and Avounded, Avere precipitated doAvn the hill. The retreat of 
the storming party noAv became general; the Sepahis, rushing' 
headlong doAAUi tlie incline, carried aAA'ay first the “ Select Picket,” 
and then the European Grenadier Companies, all being rolled- 
up in a confused mass beloAA”, and exposed to much danger by 
reason of the stones and bullets noAV falling thickly amongst theiUr 
As soon as the disabled troops had been extricated from their 

December Srd 4tli, perilous position. Major Pemble tempoi-arily Avith- 

1764. drcAv from the attack, but on the night of Decern- 
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lier Itli tiu! nssault Wiu« rcsuinod. with the order of advance 1704 
revenged ; the European (Grenadiers takinp^ the lead, followed hy 
the. “Select I’ichet.” and last of all the Sepahis. The Grenadiers, 
under cover of the darkness, soon reacdied the crest of the hill, 
hnt, on nearini^ the hreaeh. it, was discovered that the enemy had 
emjdovcd the interval hetween the assaidts in repairing it and 
hnilding np the face of the rock, now scarped for several feet, 
so that the hreaeh was no longer praeliea hie. 

After severd nnsncecssfnl attempts to ascend the rock the 
troops were withdniwn. and, as Major Mnnro had reason to 
anticipate an immediate attack from the Nawah Vazir, orders were 
issued for Pemlile’s Detachment to recross the river immediately 
and join Army Ifeadqnarters at Snllanpore. which orders were 
DLCcnibcT .5tli, carried out next day. Decemher 5th, when the following 
Gencnil Order was issued hy Major ^fnnro : “The” 

“ Commandcr-in-Chief is fully convinced, from the report ^lajor” 

“ Pomhlc has made him. the two assaults made on the Chunar” 
“Fort miscarrying was owing to no mishchavionr of the troops,*' 

“ hnt to the steepness of the ascent He is mnch obliged to ” 
“the Officers for their gallant behavionr, and desires the men" 

“ may he assured he shall always regard them in the same " 

“ manner as if their ondcav«)nr had been attended with success." 

Fearing that the Fawab Vazir might attack Benares dm-ing his 
absence, Mnnro broke up his camp on the Cth December, and 
rcttimed to that city. 

The policy imrsned by the Emperor of Dclhic now calls for our 
attention. As soon as the Battle of Ibixar had decided the fate 
f)f his ])atron the Xawab Vazir, the Emperor wrote to Major 
Munro congiTitidat ing him on his success, and requesting that he 
might be permitted to join the Ib-itish camp. 

Alajor !Munro had no authority from the Calcutta Council to 
treat with the Emperor ; and, although shoAving him every courtesy, 
he declined to extend his protection ; but the Emperor insisted on 
following the British camp, close in rear of Avhich be pitched his 
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December 4t]i — Slat, tents. Major Mimro soon afterwards I’cceivcd tlie 
authority of the Council to treat with the Emperor 
and give him protection, pending negotiations^ 

In the meantime the Nawali Vazir, convinced of the superior 
pOAver of the British, sought a reconciliation, but an unexpected 
difficulty presented itself; Major Munro firmly stipulating that, 
before any basis of aiTangement could be considered, Mir Kassim 
and Sumru must be handed oA’er to be dealt ivitli in such manner 
as the British Government should deem right. Tlie first of these 
conditions Avas impossible of fulfilment, for Mir Kassim Avas out of 
reach ; and, as to the second, the NaAA’^ab Vazir Avould haim com- 
plied — having lately discoA'cred that vSumru* had been treating 
Avith another master — but the hws of Native hospitality Avonld 
not alloAV him to surrender a man in his actual service; he, 
therefore, speciously proposed that the English Commander should 
send to him tAvo or three British Officers, acquainted AA'ith Sumru’s 
appearance, and tlie NaAA’ab Vazir u'ould then cause Sumra to bo 
murdered in their presence. Needless to say, the proposition did 
not meet Avith Munro’s vicAVS, and negotiations suddenly ceased ; 

December 10th— -31st, NaAA'ab Vazir, still anxious to come to 

1764. terras, offered to pay £25,000 for the expenses of 

the Avar and £25,000 for the troops, and in’ addition a douceur of 
£8000 to Munro if he Avould use his influence Avith the Council to 
induce them to accept the terras. But Major hluiu’O Avas not to 
be bribed, Mir Kassim and Siunrii must be delivered over for 
judgment before even the preliminaries of a treaty could be 
considered; so the NaAA'ab Vazir, collecting his scattered forces, 
formed an alliance Avith the Marathas, amongst them Mulhar Kao 
Holka, and prepared to oppose the advance of the English. 

Again the British Anny AA'as to lose its Commander. Major 

* Sumru ultimately retired AA’ith the remnant of his “ trained Brigade ” to 
his estate at Sirdhana, aAA’arded to lum by the Marathas for services rendered. 
He died in 1781, leaving immense Avealth to his AvidoAV, the Begum Sumni. 
Sumni’s granddangliter married Mr. Dyce, an Officer in the Begum’s service 1 
the issue of this marriage being Dyce Sombre, Avho married (1840) the 
daughter of Lord St. Vincent. 
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Mwnvo. sadly lu’odlnjjf vi-st. ;\inl having iinhly accomplished his 17 
work, asked (o be rclicrved of his command that he mi'dit. visit 

C3 

England, .lust at this time. Major Carnae — who, it Mill be 
rianembered, was deprived of bis command early in the late war — 
Jnminrv Isl— intii. returned from England. The loss of his Com- 

^ mission had been in no way connected with his 
misdirection during Ids former tenure of OfHcc ; and the Court of 
Directors, with whom he had made his jieacc, had promoted him 
to the nink of Colonel; and he was now ordered to relieve Munro, 
with the r.\nk of llrig-adier-Gcneml. 

Cenend Carnae, altlntugh the .Vnny was again ]ire])aring to 
take the field against the Xawab Vazir, delayed his dcjiarture from 
the Ih-esidency; two months elajising before he had completed 
his ! irrangemcnts. and during the interval important events had 
oecurrc(l at headquarters. 

Pending Carnae's .'irrivjil Major Sir Kobert Fletcher, of the 
llengal European Kcgiment. by seniority assumed command of 
the Army. This Ofiieer had rejoined the Kcgiment on October 
21th, (he day after the Battle of Bnxar, with 300 recruits. 

The IleadqnaiTcr Army had lately been considerably reinforced 
both from Patna and Calcutta; the Emperor also joining his 
small force to that of the British. 

The X'awab Ahizir, who still had Avith him the trained Brigades 
under Sumru, was Inn ering about in the vicinity of Benares; b\it, 
after hi.s Buxar cxj)cncncc, he did not seem inclined to hazard 
another engagement, contenting himself with ]ierpetually harassing 
the British and intcrccjiting their comnmnications. 

On the l lth .TamUirv, having obtained information that the 
Xawab Yazir's camp was at Sccrporc, Fletcher ordered a night 
Jjinuun- MOi ‘’i^^tack, hut his information being defectiA'C and the guns 
IT’Go. hindered by a river — Avhich it was found impossible to 
cross without aiJpliances not at liand — the night attack Avas 
countermanded. 

Our Army noAV encamped : but as the enemy’s CaA'ahy caused 
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17G5. imich uiiiK)yancc Flolclicr cliimgcd Iii.s ])Iun of acljon. A Ligl.t 
llvigaclc Avas formed consisting of S Companies of the Bengaf 
European Begiment, made np to a full strength of 100 men each. 
<10 Eurojican Cavalry, 1 Company of Artillery Avith 6 field-guns,, 
and 8 .Battalions of iSepahis; 7 days provisions being cniricd on 
camels Avilh the Brigade. The rest of the Headquarter Anny 
under Captain Sibhert Avas ordered to cover the city of Benares,, 
and kcc]) open communication Avith the adA'anced force. 

The enemy, having failed against the British in open light, 
noAV fell hack ujion strategy. Their Commander, realising the in- 
tended British attack on Ids camp, ordered only a feeble resistance 
to bo at first oflcrcd. It Avas belioA'cd that the assailants, liaA'ing 
gained an easy victory, Avonld occupy the NaAvab Yazir's camp and 
then break up for loot ; Avhen the enemy's CaA’alry Avould be held 
in readiness to SAVoop doAvn on the plunderers, recapture the camp,, 
and destroy the broken British Army. 

Tlio English Commander, fully alive to tlic enemy's stratagem, 
noAV caused all the Native Officers of the Sepahi Regiments- 
“to SAvear their men on the Alkoran that they Avoiild neither” 
“plunder nor leave their platoons AA’ithont orders.” 

On the 18th January Fletcher delivered his attack on the 
enemy's camp, Avhich after .a feeble resistance AA-as occupied by 
our troops, Avho Avere quickly embattled to meet the stratagem. 

A steady Artillery and Musketry fire convinced the enemy 
that our troops had not fallen into the trap ; so, after a spiritless 
charge, they retired to consult; AA'hcn it Avas arranged amongst 
them that a more A'igorous attempt to recapture their camp should 
be made later on ; but Fletcher at once adA'ancing engaged the 
NaAvab Vazir’s Army, Avliich noAv fairly broke and fled, pur-sned 
and utterly dispersed by our Cav^alry. 

Tavo days after the British Army encamped at J oanporc v 
Avhen it Avas ascertained that the NaAA’ab Yazir had partially 
succeeded in re-forming his broken Army, AAuth AA'hich he Avas- 
retiring toAvards IvaiTah, the headquarters of the Marathas. 
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I'Ictclicr, therefore, puslicd fonvanl to Allahnhad, before ■which 17(ir> 
h'ortrcps lie arrived early in Fchruavy. 

With the view of redueing the Fortress of Allahaliad — which is 
of cousiderahle stren<rth and eoininands the confluence of tlic 

O 

.1 lunna and OanccP vivers — some sie^c <;uns-had been ordered to he 
I'rltniarv 1 itti, boats from Benares to join the Headquarter Army. 

Batteries were now erected, and the heavy guns having 
licen placed in ]tnsilion, a vigorous cannonade was commenced; ' 
which, after a few hours, destroyed a portion of one of the main 
wails, and on the 11th Fehruarv. AH Bes; Khan, the Governor, 
deeming resistance useless, siuTcndcrcd the town and Fortress of 
Allahabad to the British Commander; stipulating that the 
Kawah Yazirs twnpf: should retire unmolested, talcing witli 
them all private projicrty: but the guns, stores, ammunition^ 
and treasure fell to the cajitors. 

The British were now in possession of all the principal strong- 
holds of the Xawab Yazir of Oude, who, with the small remnant 
of his broken Army, was wandering about the district powerless 
and ignored by his Allies : the whole country submitting to the 
British as their conquerors, and to the Emperor Shah Alani as 
their Sovereign. 

In the meantime !Major Sihiicrt, who, it will be remembered, 
was left in command of our troojis at Benares, finding that the 
enemy had retired and that he could spai’c some soldiers from his 
headquarters,- organised a small force to attempt a second time 
the reduction of the Fortress of Chunar. 

Batteries were again erected, some practicable breaches effected, 
and the storming-party formed ; but before the attack was 
Feljruary 8tli, ‘Iclivcred the Commander of the Fortress, who had on 
17(!5. previous occasions so successfully defended 

his position, ofiered to capitulate. Having no provisions, without 
money, his troojis mutinous and refusing to fight, the Nawab 
Yazir having fled, there was no one to whom he could apply for 
aid ; and on handing over the keys of the Fortress he said, “ I 
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1765. “liave endeavoiired to act like a soldier; but, deserted by my ” 
“ Prince, and with a mutinous garrison, what could I do ? ” 

On the 13th February Bi-iga'dier-Greneral Carnac assumed 
command of the Army ; but the Avar AA'as noAv OAmr, and there 
February 13tli—28tli, being no enemy in the field he proceeded, to annex 
1765, the AAdiole of Oude ; and taking up his head- 

quarters in the palace of the fugith'e Prince, employed himself in 
arranging the collection of the llevenues and receiving the 
submission of the Native Chiefs. 

On March 1st, 1765, the headquarters of the British Anny, 
Avith Avhich Avas the Bengal European Kegiment, Avere concentrated 
at Allahabad. Although there aa'us no force in the country of 
sufficient strength to endanger the supremacy of the British, the 
AAdiole country betAA^een the Ganges and the Jumna Avas exposed to 
constant raids from the Maratha Awnies ; AAdiich, unopposed, were 
carrying on their depredations up to the A'Cry aauIIs of the 
Fortress of Allahabad, and, setting all authority at ' defiance, 
burning the villages and collecting the revenue on their own 
account. 

On the 3rd of May the British troops had an engagement Avith 
the Maratha Anny near the AuUage of Karrah, AAdien the enemy 
1765. forced back omtheir headquarter camji at Kalpi. On this 

occasion the NaAAnb Vazir aa'us qircsent Aidth the enemy, but on 
their defeat he Avent off toAA'ards the Bohilla country, AAdthout 
having paid a sum of £50,000 promised to the Maratha Chiefs 
for the serA'ices of their troops. 

• Sir Robert Fletcher, Aidio had been apjiointed by General 
Carnac to command the troops in the field, being anxious to 
capture the NaAA'ah Vazir, oi'dered a light Brigade to pursue hinr; 
but the NaAvab Vazir Avith only a small number of Avell-mounted 
folloAvers eluded the grasp of the British ; so our troops returned 
to their camp on the banks of the Jumna. On the 15th of May 
Fletcher again took the field against the Marathas, intending to 
attack the enemy in his stronghold at Kalpi, and driA'c him to a 
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Mny21st, tlistaiicc from Avhat Imil now become British territory, ancll7C5. 
17C5. ijmg annoyance caused to our peaceful 

subjects by the incursions of these marauders. 

On the 21st^of !May the British Army, with n hich Avas still the 
Bengal European Regiment, attacked the enemy’s outposts, which 
I\l:w 2l6t, were carried ; their main body retiring on their fortified , 
1<G5. position at Kalpi. A further forward moA'ement Avas made 
Ijy our Army, AA’hen the Manithas appeared on the plain in great 
force, oficring battle. By a judicious manoeuA'rc our CaA’alry and 
Infantry encircled the enemy, AA-hilst our Artillery conccnti-atcd its 
fire on his position Avith such effect that, Vith their front and 
both flanks threatened, tliey AA'cre forced baek into a morass and 
ground intersected by deej) niA'incs, AA'hich completely crijAplcd 
the moA'ements of the ^laratha Army, foi'ined mostly of CaA^alry. 

Still circling round, our Infantry and Artillery adA'anced ; our 
grape and musketry fire doing terrible execution, and prcA'cnting 
the enemy from massing his troops, AA-hieli in their scattered 
condition AA-erc charged by tlje Bengal European Regunent 
, Avith such efl’cet that they AA'crc driA’cn at tlie point of the bayonet 
from CA'ciy position they attempted to hold. 

For some hours the action, AA'hich AA'as of a desultoiy nature. 

Avas hotly contested ; Avhen at length the enemy gaA'e ground, and 
their retreat soon became a disoi'derly flight. All the objects for 
AI:iy 21.st. which the expedition had been undertaken haAung been 
1765. fully accomplished, and the Doab completely cleared of the 
!Marathas, Avho retreated tOAA'ards GAA'alior, our Army next day 
commenced its retui'ii march to Allahabad; 400 of the Bengal* 


Europeans AA'ith 8 field-guns formhig the advance. 

The approaching miny season noAv rendered it necessary 
that the troops should move under cover; and on arrh'al at 
June— July, Allahabad the Army AA'as divided into tluee Columns ; one 
1765. being quartered at that Fortress, one sent to Joanpore, 
and one to Benares. 

The Bengal European Battalion had suffered severe casualties 
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17G5. i» the field and from continued exposure during this, tlic hottest, 
season of the year; a great nninbcr of the rjuik and file as well as 
July— Allgust, the Officers having siiccuinbcd ; amongst the latter being 
17G5. Oa]itain.s Henry Spehnan, Thomas Bonakcr and Koss. 

Two subjects of interest must now be noticed, viz., the death 
of the Nawab Mir J’afar Khan and the submission of the Nawab 
Vazir Shnja n’d danlah. 

jMir J’afar Khan had accompanied [Major Carnac to Calcutta in 
June, 1764, when he handed over command of the jVnny in the 
field to Major Hector [Mnnro. The Council desired the presence 
of the Nawab at Calcutta to assist them out of their financial 
difficulties ; their treasury being exhausted, and their main hope 
of relief depending on the jiower of the Naivab to 2 >ay the large 
amounts due under the treaty which had jilaccd him a second 
time on his throne. Amongst these amounts in ari'ears was 
£50,000 a month payable for the British Anny din-ing the war. 
In the mean time [Mir J’afar's roveymes had been considerably, 
reduced by three of his I'ichcst pi'ovinces — Burdwan, jMidnaporc. 
and Chittagong — ^liaving been ceded to the English. Iniquitous^ 
treaties and illicit tnide had impoverished the revenues of the 
Council, and the Nawab's territories were again ivell-nigh reduced 
to the same exhausted condition as when [Mir J’afar resigned the 
fSubadarie. 

The Nawab, harassed by the demands of the Council, 
supplanted in his authority, woni out in his constitution, and sick 
at heart, retired to his Capital in December, 1764; and in the 
•following January he died. 

Under the Nawab Mir J’afar’s will £50,000 was bequeathed to 
Lord Clive for his omi use ; but Clive, feeling that the new 
covenants precluded liim from accepting the legacj*, instituted a 
Fund for the relief of Officers and men of the Bengal Anny who 
might be forced to retire from the Service, either on account of 
wounds or disease, before they were entitled to iiensions or relief 
from the Grovernment. 
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This hcqucstj known as “Lord Clive’s Fund,” proved a sterling 17C5. 
boon to the Bengal Army, which enjoyed its benefits for nearly a 
Inindrcd years. In 1859 the capital snm was claimed by Lord 
Clive’s heirs on the plea that, the British possessions in India 
having been tmnsferred from the East India Company to the 
■Crown of England, the Bengal Anny had ceased to exist. The 
<'laim was held to be valid in law, and the amonnt of the fund, 
£50,000, was made payable to the claimants. 

The Nawab !Mir d'afar Khan was succeeded by his son Nujm’d 
daulah, who was, by the orders of the Council, reduced to a 
mere cypher. The provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa were 
placed under the government, of a Deputy Nawab, whose a^qioint- 
ment Avas subject to the ajiproval of the Council. The revenues 
Averc collected by the Calcutta Council, Avho undertook to proAude 
for the defence of the country; the goA’cnnncnt of these ilch 
])rt)vinces thus virtually passing into the hands of tlic East 
India Company. 

The NaAA’ab Vazir iShuja n'd daulah, aaIio, after the skirmish at 
Ivarrah had ceased his alliance Avith the Marathas, soon found 
that his Bohilla subjects, aaIiosc assistance he had sought, shoAA-ed 
coldness in bi.s cause. 

Sumru — the arch traitor — had transferred his allegiance and 
that of his trained Brigades to the .laths ; and the Emperor had, 
as alre:uly stated, placed himself under the protection of the 
Briti.di. 

The NaAA'ab Yazir, deserted by his allies, alone, and poAverless, 
■determined to folloAv the example of the Emperor and submit 
unconditionally to the English Commander. 

On 4th !May he Avrotc to Gcncml Carnac, informing him that 
Miw 4tti, idl the disturbances AA'hich had taken place AAmre “ contrary ” 

17G5. ‘t to his inclinations.” He “noAV saAv things in their proper ” 

“ lifdit,” and Avas desirous of delivering himself into the hands of 

1*5 7 

the British. 

In reply. General Carnac informed him that he might with 
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l/fif). porfcct coiifidciuu! Cdine to tlic Bnll.^li (.'iiin|i “u.h to liin own 
" houPG,” niid if he hlionhl prove tliitt hin attnehnicnt to the I'juglwh 
was .Hincere he would receive every eonsidomtiori at their ImiidK, 

The Kuwait Vuzir entered our (huup ttn the 2Gth May, when 
May 2(Hh, was roeeivcd witft juueli cenunouy, and informed — under 
instruetioiis from the Counej! — that there was every prospect 
0 / his dominions heiu"’ restoret} to him on easy tenns. 

Imrd Clive’s second Administi'ution commenced on May Srd, 
17{)0. Jlis previous services in India had hcen ncicnowlodgcd hy 
his Sovercipi and Parliament ; and lie had l)(,>eti promoted to the 
rank of Major-Cenor.d, nominated n Companion of the Bath, and 
created u Boer of lichind under the title of Baron Clive of 
Blassey. 

Tlie Court of Directors, not implicit confidence in the 

judgment of their Council at Caleuttta, had appointed a “Select 
Committee,” with almost unlimited power, to supervise its pro- 
ceedings. Of this Committee land Clive, as Governor and 
Mil), jioiiiinatcd President. His duties 

included the remodelling tlic Army, and correcting the abuses 
existing both in the Civil and Militaiy services. Clive had 
in fonner yeans largely henefited from tiie very .system which he 
had now nmlcrtnkcn to c.xfiosc and enidicate. The vast rcsjioiisi- 
hilit)' and the certainty of the nniver.«al dissatisfaction wliich his 
procccding.s must entail would have made mo.st men hesitate 
before accepting a trust which must tnuisfonn his friends into 
enemies, and evoke results, the eilbcts of wbicb would probably 
involve him in life-long disputes and difficulties. 

Clive’s vc.sponsibiHties at this crisis were of a nature to call 
forth all the encrgie.s and foretbongbt of that great Commander : 
the Emperor of Hindustan, Sbab Ahini, stood a suppliant 
before liim ; Shnja u’d daulab, the c.x-Nawab Vazir of Oude, was 
seeking mercy ; and beside him stood Bnlwant Sing, the ex-Eaja 
of the rich province of Benares, wlio bad boon deposed by oiir 
Commander after the Battle of Buxar. 
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Litnl (U ionniiu’d to n<{n|ii n liMiicnl policy towards Ids ]7Cr>. 

suppliant tlduliinij that our later conr[m’s(s — however glorious 
fnuu a Military point —had inerea‘-ed the responsihilities of the 
Conneil Ixwoiid all rea-on. and weahejicd their ]iower to govern 
nr control. I ndii' thc'-e rlr(Mnn>tances he resolved that the 
territoric.' of thi“ Ivtst India h'oinpany should he eonfnnal strictly 
withiti it-" own liiuit"; heyond which Native IVinees shoidd he 
placed in authority, they signing trcati('s with ns and each 
other, oileiisivK' and ilcfcu'-ive; thus converting our late enemies 
iiito friend- and allie-, 

^'he Si-lcei t’oinudttee ordcrcil that thcNawah Vazir shoidd he 
iorthwith ri--tored to hi- (Government in Onde: and that hence- 
forwnril he should he relieved from his suzerainty to the Kmjicror 
ol Delhif — a-('ending hi- throne ti- “ King of Ondc. ’’ 

'riio ( loviTimient of the Ha-t liidhi Company consented to 
ai'hnowleilge Shah Alam ns “ I'hnperor of Hindustan.*' and for 
the maintenaiii’e of hi-" dignity cede<l l<i him the rich province.^ 
hnown as the Honah. situated hetween the rivers (Ganges and 
.lunm:v : and, further, they agreed that, imlil he should he enabled 
to po--(‘.-s him-elf of his throm- at l>«‘lhic, llaty would protect 
these pro\'inei‘s hy ivtaininga garrison of Company's troops at the 
Fortress <if Allahahail. In eonsidenilion of ihesi' conditions the 
Fmperor, on his part, eonfirmed the Ihitish in their possession of 
Jlengid, llehar. and ( )ns>;a. with authority to eolleet and apply all 
the revemies. 

Lord Clive restored Ihilwam Sing, the ex-Kaja of Benares, to 
his former jiosilion; and treaties ollensive ami defensive were 
e(tnclnd(‘d hetween all jiarlies. 

Although the Fortress of Chnnar was within the jirovince of 
Benares it was ordered to he garrisoned hy Comjianv's troops. 

We must now treat of the ivftn-ms which Clive introduced into 
the Army. 

It liad alwavs, since the earliest days of the East India Company, 
liccn a recognised privilege that, if the (Officers of the Army 

Q 



226 , THE “ BATXA ” QUESTION. 

1765. should render special services to Native Princes, they should be 
allowed to receive' pi’esents in proportion. Further — although 
not perhaps strictly recognised — it was well known by the 
authorities, that the Officers in the Service participated in profits 
accruing from trading transactions. The net Militaiy pay of the 
Officers of the Army was insignificantly small; for, even 
admitting that the actual necessai-ies of life were inexpensive, all 
articles of European manufactiu’C were proportionately the reverse. 
The privilege of being allowed to accept presents from Native 
Chiefs, and to participate in profits from trade, was occasionally 
abused, and by none more so than those highest in power ; but, 
rightly or wrongly, these prh’ileges were vieived by the Officers of 
the Ai-my in the light of compensation for insufficient pay ; and 
any interference Avith these established usages Avas likely to 
produce ill-feeling and resentment. 

Noav the pay pro])er per month, half batta, full batta, and 
double batta, of the Officei's of the European Infantry of different 
grades, calculated in English monej' had been as folloAVS : — 


Rank. 

Pay proper in 
Garrison or at 
the Presidency. 

Half batta in 
cantonments. 

Field batta within 
tlie Company’s 
territories or in 
canto nmen ts 
beyond them. 

Double batta on 
service beyond 
the Company’s 
territories. 


£ s. ' 

d. 

£ s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ s. 

d. 

Colonel - 

31 0 

0 

38 15 

0 

77 

10 

0 

155 0 

0 

Eieut.-Colonel - 

24 16 

0 

31 0 

0 

•62 

0 

0 

124 0 

0 

Major 

18 12 

0 

23 5 

0 

46 

10 

0 

93 0 

0 

Captain - 

12 8 

0 

1 9 6 

0 

18 

12 

0 

37 4 

0 

Capt, -Lieut. - 

6 4 

0 

i 9 6 

0 

1 18 

12 

0 

37 4 

0 

Lieutenant 

6 4 

0 

6 4 

0 

12 

8 

0 

24 16 

0 

Ensign - 

5 0 

0 

4 13 

0 

9 

6 

0 

18 12 

0 

Cadet 



3 2 

0 

6 

4 

0 

12 8 

0 
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Surgeons were paid as Captains, Assistant-Surgeons as Lieu- 17G5 
-tenants. 

In addition to tliese sums Colonels commanding Brigades were 
entitled to £4 per diem on account of “ table allowances.” 

Officers were supplied with tents — according to rank these 

being caiTied on the line of march free of cost. 

It is now necessary that some explanation .should be ffiven 
regarding “batta,” which formed so large an item in the Officers’ 
allowances. “Batta” was originally granted as a donation 
intended to compensate Officers for extra expenses when at a 
•distance from the Presidency town. 

“Field and double batta” had been granted to Officer.? of 
the Bengal Army under special conditions and circumstances— 

■« boon lohich had not been granted in the other Preaidender and 

Clive was, under orders from the Court of Director.?, about to 
place all the Armies on an equal footing as retrard.= *• bat‘a ” 

There were these two reforms to be introduced, both tre.nehL2 
■on what was held by the Officers to be their n'lrljtful 
:and both materially effecting their cmolmiieii:- : ard it 
Clive’s aim, as fai- as possible, in camunrr out the e~Jtrs ef 
the Court, to provide against tartecessan^Jo,; of 
-and to secure, as far as possfole, Le goodwill r- ^ 
the senior Officers. 
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}7Ci7>. tJiCic* would Ik; a net jirofit on (lie tninsactions of the As.'ociation 
of at least £l(i(),(K)() ])er annum; this ])rolit to l )0 divided amongst 
tin; sliareholdors in lien of flic jirofits liitlierto derivcii from tlieir 
private trade. 

UefcnMKM; lias previously been made to the “pennits” or 
“distnes" which led to the war against Mir Kassim ; and which 
brought the largest jirofits, specially in tniding in salt : and as. 
nnder the new regnlations all “permits" would be withdniwn from 
private, hands, it was from a lax on salt, jirincipally, that Clivis 
intended to pay his dividends; and by the new aiTangeincnt 
the Natives of the country would he snpjilied with the commodity 
some liftcen jicr cent eheajier tlian heretofore. 

The Capital of the “ As.soiriation" was divided into o') full, 
shares, corresponding with the interests of the holders, and it was 
estimated that each share wonld yield a profit of £.')()00 per 
annum. 

The .shares were allotted as follows : — 

Sliares. 

The Governor ”) 

Second in Council and Commander-in-Chief, each., o 
10 other iMembers of Council and Colonels of 

Brigades, each 2 

1 Chaplain, 14 Senior Merchants, and o Lieutenant- 


Colonels, caeh Oj 

13 Factors, 4 iNlafors, 6 Surgeons, 1 Secretary to 
Government, 1 Sub-Accountant, 1 Assis- 
tant, each 0^- 


_ Having thus assured the interests of the senior Officers of the 
Afinv, Clive, on the 3rd August, 17(55. issued the following 
Order:— 

' “ A General Court of Proprietors having resolved that certain ’ 
“ covenants should be executed by all Officers in their Sendee,’ 
“ the Governor and Council having received the strictest in- 
“ iunctions from the Court of Directors to put the resolution of 
“ the said General Court in execution immediately in obedience 
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■“to tliosf oominnmls, it is licreliy ordorccl tluit. tlic said” 170.). 
covenants 1)0 imniodiatoly cxwutcd.” 

No sL'rious opposition was at. first, raised to the torins of the 
new eovenants : copies were sent, to the different stations, wliieli 
were duly exoented, and returned to lieadrjnartcrs without 
ronnnent. 

In Anitiist {.'live turned his altenlion to llie re-organisation of 
the Bengal Army. The Bengal Enrojiean Battalion — at tliis 
August otli, time njiwards of KiOO strong — was ordered to he formed 
17C.). three Begiinents: or, as it would now he designated, 

the Begiment was ordered to he hroken into three Battalions. 

To enable Clive to carry out this change effectively, several 
Ollicers, specially selected for commands, and a large nnmhcr of 
reernits, had been sent by the Court of Directors for service in 
Bengal. 

Tlie command of the 1st European llcglment was eonfcrrctl on 
Brigadier-Cenend Carnae ; the second on Lieutenant-Colonel 
Knox;” the third on Tjicutenant-Colonel Sir Bohert Barker. 

^^ajors Sir Bohert Fletcher, I’each, and Chapman were jii'o- 
moted to Lieutenant-Colonelcies; and ^Majors Chapman and 
.>Sihhert, and Cajitain Hugh Grant, were a])])ointcd to the three 
Begiinental ^Majorities. 

Each Begiment of European Infantry was Officered as follows; 

1 Colonel, 18 Ensigns, 

1 Licntcnant-Colonel, 1 Surgeon, 

1 !Major, 8 Snrgoon-!Mates, 

0 Ca])tains, 1 Adjutant, 

1 Captain-Lieutenant, 1 Quartermaster, 

0 Lieutenants, 

rand consisted of 731 rank and file. The whole of tlie Bengal 
Army was divided at the same time into three Brigades, each 

* Lieutenant-Colonel Knox liaAng died before the Second European 
Kcgiment wa.s organized, Lieutenant-Colonel Richard Smith was appointed to 
its command. 
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1765. Brigade consisting of — 

1 Battalion of Enroiiean Infantry, 

7 Battalions of Sepahis, 

1 Company of Artillery, 

1 Rnssalali of Cavalry. 

The first Division or Brigade of the Army was stationed at 
Monghyr, supplying detachments for Calcutta and Mnrshedahad ; 
‘the second at Allahabad, its special duties being the protection of 
tlie Emperor’s provinces in the Donah ; and the third at Banki- 
pore. The second and third Brigades supjdied detachments for 
Luclcnow, Jaunpore, Clmnar, Benares, ^Midnapore, and Chittagong.. 
The Colonels of the European Battalions commanded the Brigades- 
of wliich they formed pai-t. Brigadier-General Camac, therefore,, 
commanded the first ; Colonel Richard Smith the second ; and 
Colonel Sir Robert Barker the third ; but as General Cariiac’s- 
extra duties required his frequent presence at tlie Presidency,, 
the charge of his Brigade devolved on the next senior Officer,. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Robert Fletclier. 

The number of European soldiers available to bring the- 
Battalions up to the assigned strength fell far sliort of thcii” 
requirements ; the first and second Battalions being tolerably 
strong, but the third very weak, and composed mostly of recruits.. 

On the 24th August the following Order, under Avhich the- 
Bombay troops serving in Bengal ivere incorporated into the 
latter Army, was jmblished : — 

“ His liordship has directed that all the Officers and private ” 

“ men both Artillery and Infantry of the Bombay detachment, ” 

“ are to be immediately incoi-porated into this establishment, ’ 

“ and sucli of their Officers rvho can obtain permission from ’ 

“ Bilgadier-Gcneral Camac Commanding Officer of the Amry 
“ shall be received as youngest of the rank they now possess. ”” 
Under this Order the two Companies of the Bombay Euroireau 
Regiment under Captain Peinble were incorporated with the 
Bengal European Regiment. By the above regulations the Army 
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was placed on a more efficient footing, eacli Brigade forming a 1?65. 
force complete in all its branches, and capable of encountering any 
Ntitive Army that eovdd be brought against it. 

To maintain the strength of the European Aiiny in Bengal, the 
“ Select ” Committee recpiested the Court of Directors to supply 
500 Eiu’opean recruits annually. 

But the time had now ai'rivcd for Clii e to carry out the orders 
of the Court of Directors and cancel the payment of the “ double 
batta” to the troops. 

It has been already explained that “ double batta ” Avas originally 
intended to cover extra expenses entailed on Officers of the 
Ai'iny, whilst on service, or stationed, at a distance from the 
Presidency town. 

It was after the Battle of “ Plassey ” that the newly-appointed 
Nawab, !Mir J’afar Khan, in the fulness of his gratitude to the 
Army which had so materially assisted him to his throne, 
promised them “double batta” as long as they might be em- 
ployed in his service. 

When Mir Kassim had succeeded Mir J’afar in the Soubadarie, 
he provided for the continuance of the “ double batta and to 
ensure Its regular payment by the Company, Mir Kassim assigned 
to them the rich provinces of [Midnapore, Burdwan, and Chitta- 
gong. Thus the “ double batta ” had been regularly paid to the 
Army for seven consecuti^'e years, and was considered by the 
Officers as property in which they had a vested interest, the more 
.'^0 as the funds from which payment was made had been provided 
for in perpetuity out of the revenues of the above ceded districts. 

Now, the Court of Directors had turned their serious attention 
to the subject of curtailing expense under this head, and on 
several occasions had sent peremptory orders to the Council for 
the discontinuance of “ double batta ” payments. On the last 
occasion on which the orders of the Court on this subject had 
been received the troojis had just gained an important victory 
at Buxar ; and the Council rightly judging that it would be an 
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1705. impolitic measure, just, at. that time, to dejirlvc the troops of the 
greater part of their allowauees, t.lic consideratiim of the “hatta” 
rpicstion had bccu again deferred. 

Clive had now arrived in llengal Avith reiterated oi'der.s on the 
subject, and although he had informed tin*. Co\ut that he 
disapproved of their order, he felt, that the execution of their 
positive instructions e,o\d<l not he longer delayed. 

In Sej)tember a Government nofilication was pnbli.^hed, slating 
that on dannarv 1st, ITliO, the i.ssuc of double batta to- the 
troops n-()uld be discontinued, an excc])tion being inadc in the 
S'ciitoiiher, of the 2nd Brigade, stationed at. Allahabad, “ on " 

1705. (1 of the high jn-iee of jirovi.sions at that station, ” 

“ and the expenses of procuring the necessary European articles ” 
“ at so great a distance from the Presidency.” 

No opposition to Clive's orders wa.s apparent for some •weeks: 
but a feeling of discontent had j)crvadcd the minds of a large 
proportion of the junior Officers of the Army. 

The Field Officers who had been promised shares in the 
“ Trading Association ” felt themselves compensated for any loss of 
allowances, and they for the most part diseom-aged discontent 
amongst their juniors ; but as the ellects of tbe Order began to 
tell on the monthly pay, and as communications between the 
malcontents became more frcrpicnt, feelings of a sense of their 
wrongs •were openly expressed. 

Committees were secretly appointed in the sevend Brigades 
to ascertain the feelings of individual snftercrs, and it soon became 
apparent that the dissatisfaction was gener.d ; it being universally 
felt that the order was a cruel attempt to rob the juniors of their 
just rights, and that the seniors had been bought over by the 
Governor with shares in his “ Joint Stock Association," in order 
that they might assist the Government in depriving the juniors 
of the “batta” to which they deemed themselves justly entitled. 

The malcontents determined in the first instance that an 
appeal should be made to the Council for redress ; but, should 



THE “batta” QUESTIOJT. 233 

vthis not bo accorded, that a “ union ” of the Captains and 1765. 
Suhalterns should he organised, all binding themselves to resign 
itheir Commissions on a giA’cn day. 

Funds were largely subscribed, and an oath administered ; the 
•confederates swearing that they would protect “ at the sacrifice of ” 

“ their lives ” any of the members who might be condemned 
■to death for mutiny. It was arranged that the general 
resignation of Commissions was to take jilace on June 1st, 1766 ; 
.after Avhich it Avas considered that, as those Avho had resigned the 
Service Avould no longer be bound by the Arni}^ regulations, 
they Avould be at liberty to lanJully render assistance to any 
•of the confederates under arrest or sentence of a Court Martial. 

A portion of the 2nd Brigade, with Avhich was the 2nd 
European Eegiment, at first quartered at Allahabad, had lately 
•been sent to ICannh to take the field against a Maratha Army 
aissembling near that place with the intention of disturbing the 
provinces lately ceded to the Empei’or. Under these circum- 
stances the Officers of this Brigade, being on AcBa'c Seiwice, 
felt that they could not with honour join the defection, but 
they said that after the campaign “ they Avould not continue ” 

to hold their Commissions to the pi'ejudice of those Officers ” 

■“ Avho should resio-n,” 

O 

Having thus justified themselves to their comrades for taking 
independent action, they sent a petition to Lord Clive — at this 
■time at Murshedabad — pointing out their gnevances in respectful 
.language, and praying for redress ; this petition being signed by 
6 Captains, 3 Lieutenant-Captains, 12 Lieutenants, and 20 En- 
■signs. 

Clhm replied that, as the memorial had not been sent through 
•the authorised channel, it could not be acknowledged officially ; 
but he told the petitioners that, as the order of the Coiu-t of 
•Dh-ectors was peremptory, the Council had no power to grant 
•their petition. 

Some other memorials of a like nature had been received by 
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17(iG. tlic Govornincnt, but, still no puspicion cxi.^tcd of tlio extent to- 
M’liicli (lisiifrection liacl spread. 

On tlic 2/)th April Colonel Sir Jiobert Fletcher informed Lord 

Olive that the Officers of the 1st Jirigade Avere, bent on making a 

supreme effort to recover tbeir batta ; and that tbeylind fonvardcil 

to him their Commissions, and refused to draw their pay for the 

, month of Ma 3 -: at the same time expressing; their williiiit- 

Apnl, 17GG. , ‘ r, 

ness to serve as volunteers until the decision of the Goveni- 

ment should be made known. It soon became apparent that the 

movement was universal. A letter found its way into Lord Clive's 

possession, which was written by an Officer at KaiTah, signed 

“Full batta,” from which it appeared that 150 Officers had entered 

into an a';rccmcnt to resimi their Commissions on a "iven dav. 

Just as these aljinjiing rcj)orts of the mutinous feeling.s amongst 
the Officers of the Ajiuv reached Clive he became aware that the 
^lar.ithas were not only threatening the districts under the 
government of the Emperor, but had also avowed their intention 
of invading the Compain’*s territories in Bengal. 

Under the recent Anuy re-organi.cation one of the newly-formed 
Brigades would have been sufficient to protect the country 
against ain' such invasions; but should the Army be deprived of 
its Officers the case would be serious, the more so, as it Avas not 
Impossible that in the height of their resentment thej' might 
even attempt to suborn their men. 

Clive, quite aAvarc of the gnivity of the situation, ordered a 
Special Committee, composed of himself as Chairman, and Gcneml 
Carnac and !Mi’. Sykes as members, to advise on the question of 
Avhat Avas called “ the Mutiin- of the Officers of the Bengal ’ 

“ Army.” 

The Committee resolved to make no concessions, but to repress 
the disorder AA’ith a strong hand ; to discoA'er the ringleaders of 
the mutiny, and punish them severely, but to deal out merc>' to 
the penitents judiciously. Clh'c fully admitted that the asjACCt of 
affairs aaus something more than serious; AA'ith an enemy day by 
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<luy apjB-oacliing nearer, and looking with an Imngiy eye on the 176 G. 
fertile provinces of Bengal ; and the Officers of the Army, who 
.'^hould he guarding these provinces, unreliable. 

Under orders of the Special Committee the following measures 
were adopted. A dispatch was sent to the jMadras Government 
rccpiesting that they wonld at mice send as many Captains and 
Subalterns as could be spared; the urgency of the case being 
explained, and every encouragement held out to Officers wlu) 
Avould volunteer for service in Bengal. A resolution was also 
jiassed that any Officer resigning his Commission should be 
debarred from ever again holding any appointment whatever in 
the Company’s Service ; and copies of these resolutions were sent 
to Commanding Officers with instructions to communicate them 
to their subordinates. 

It has been stated that Clive was at this time at Murshedabad 
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taking measures with Uujm u’d daulah, the young Kawab, for the 
government of his provinces under the new arrangements con- 
‘ ' eluded with the Emperor. Now, as there was a large force at 
!Murshodabad, Clive rightly supposed that the Officers quartered 
there had joined the defection. With these men Olive undertook 
to deal personally, and sending for the Officers singly, he placed 
before them the enormity of their offence, urging them to pause 
before committing the serious crime of ^Mutiny. After some 
hesitation the two Senior Captains declared their intention of 
cancelling their resignations, their example being followed by all 
the juniors except two Lieutenants.* 

This course which had succeeded so Avell at ^lurshedabad was- 


tried Avith equal success .at the Presidency ; most of the malcon- 
tents returning to their duty. 

Clive’s hands now strengthened, he proceeded to Monghyr, Avhere 
the disaffection Avas at its height. The troops at this station Avere 
commanded by Sir Robert Fletcher, aa'Iio had pursued a course 


*■ These two Officers afterwards expressed contrition, and Avere restored to 
the service AA'ith loss of rank. 
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1766 decejition Avliich tenclecl to mislead and cmbaiTass the 
Government ; foi’, whilst ojienlj condemning the conduct of 
the Officers under his command, he had secretly encouraged 
them in their disaffection. 

Previous to his departure from Murshedahad to iMonghyr, 
‘Clive had wisely deputed Major Champion of the 1st Bengal 
European Regiment to endeavour to bring the Officers at Monghyr 
to reason ; but his attempts had not been attended with much 
success. It was discovered that the Officers at INIonghyr had 
•communicated with their comrades at Madras, explaining the 
nature of their grievances, and attempting to dissuade them from 
taking service in Bengal. 

Immediate measures were now adopted by the Committee to 
jirevent any letters of a seditious nature leaving Calcutta. 

In the meantime several Officers of the [Madras Ai’iny had 
accepted the offers of the Bengal Government, and some of these 
had abeady arrived in Calcutta and proceeded to stations up 
■country. 

Instructions were now sent to Officers commanding Brigades to 
accept all resignations tendered, and to dispatch those so resigning 
to Calcutta. 

But affairs at Allahabad had taken a more serious turn. As 
soon as Major Smith, commanding, discovered that his Officers 
were implicated, he placed several under arrest ; and, turning out his 
Sepahis, ordered them to shoot any of the prisoners who might 
attempt to escape ; and by this bold measure he brought the dis- 
affected Officers to reason ; Major Smith sending the six ringleaders 
to Patna to be tried by Court Martial, and releasing the rest on 
them making promises of good behaviour. 

On the loth [May Lord Clive arrived at Monghyr: the disaffected 
Offices not being jiresent, as Fletcher had on the preGous day 
ordered them out of cantonments. 

A detachment of Sejiahis under a trustworthy Officer was now 
sent to the Officers’ encampment Avith orders for them to proceed 
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“ ^biZ/unV/i” In Tin; (‘fleet of this order wis startling; ]7{ji; 

for there was uo lime allowed for prepanil ions of any kind; and 
those not provided with the means of transit were obliged to 
proceed on fool, .-ad and disgmeed. 

On the 2ltth May Lord ('live reached llankijtore. where was 
(piarlered thi* 'Jnd Brigade under Sir Kola'll Barlna*. who. when his 
Oflie(M> handed him their C'onnnissions. had simjily declined 
‘ t(» |•(>eeiv(‘ them ; the Oflieers -t ill maintaining a determined 

attitude; hut eontinued performing their duties with n'gularity. 
Simultaiii'ously with Clive's arrival at Baukijaac. eame the 
iutelligeuee of the f:ite of the maleoutents at Monghyr, causing 
symjitoms of hesitation on the Jtart of the Bankipore (.KHeers. 
Avhieh terminated in altsolute submission. 

It only remains for us to state the measures adojited by Lord 
Clive to punish the ofl'enders. Kepentanee was now the order of 
the day; and the majority of those who had been sent in disgrace 
to (.'aleulta petitioned to be allowed to eanec*! tbeir resignation.®, 
and return t<i the Service. 'Phese petitions were ultimately 
gi-antt;d: but not until the ofl'enders had waited in uncertainty 
andanxietv for .-eveud mouths, during which time those Oflieer-s 
who had taken service in Bengal from Bombay and Madr.is had 
been jiromoted over tbeir heads; ('live being thu-s enabled t<s 
mete tmt punishment aec<irdiug to the demerits in each ease. 

Sevend of the ringleaders were ultimately dismissed the Service 
bv seutenec of Court Martial; among.st them Colonel Sir Kobert 
Fletcher.' found ••guilty of mutiny'’ “and having excited” 

•• sedition, and after coming to the knowledge of a mutiny having” 

“ dclaved to give information thereof to his Commanding Oflicer.’* 
lie was cashiered. 

On the 22nd September a General Order wa.s published by the 
authoritv of the Court of Directors, granting an xVmnesty to all 


Sir Kobert. Flotclior was ultimately restored to the Service bj' the Court 
of Directors, by wliom be was appointed Coininaiider-in-Chicf of ^Madras, 
where be took a leading part in tbe opposition to Lord Pigot. 
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concerned in the nuitiny, and to prevent tlie ])ossibility of a 
September 27th, recurrence every Officer vas required to i^ign a 
17GG. n Covenant,”** under Avhicli he engaged to Bcrve the 
'Company for a period of three years, undertalcing that lie would 
not “ then or at any other time quit the said Service without” 
“ giving twelve months’ ])revious notice in writing of such inten-” 
tion.” 

The means which Clive adopted to .su])])ress the mutiny in 
the Bengal Army, proved him to be ])rc-eminently a leader of men ; 
whilst the Officers were guilty of defection and insubordination 
be was fearless, unconqiromising, and even severe ; but as soon as 
signs of contrition were ])erccptible — tempering justice with 
mercy, and throwing to the winds all feelings of revenge — ^lie 
ugain stood forwai-d as the soldiers’ champion and friend. 

The Bengal European Regiment had now served the East 
India Company for ten years ; and it will be interesting at this 
])eriod to refer to a work published at the Cape of Good Hope in 
181-1-, by Mr. George Francois Grand, called “Nairativc of the 
Life of a Gentleman long resident in India.” Mr. Grand joined 
the Bengal European Regiment as a Cadet immediately after 
the events just rccoi-ded, and his expei’iences can hardly fail to be 
■of interest to those serving in the Regiment in after years. 

He says: — “After beai-ing a soldier's musket on the line of ’ 
“ march, constantly attending the mock sieges and battles which ” 
“ took place in our fixed encampment on the borders of the ” 
■“ river, the Colonel was pleased to accede to the wishes ” 
“ expressed to him on my behalf by Lord Clive, and I suddenly ’ 
■“ found myself rewarded for the activity and diligence which 1 ’ 
had displayed in unremitting attention to my duty, by being ’ 
•“ nominated to act as Ensign. We returned soon after to 
“ cantonments, where I had the gratification of seeing myself 
“ confirmed by a Commission of Ensign, signed by his Lordship ” 
* This “ Covenant” was to be signed by Civil as well as Military Employes, 
bence the term “ Covenanted Servants,” in contradiction to local servants, 
who were not rcfinired to sign. 



i.ijn ii'v\s‘T »;i:\nu. 


i’;u» 


■■ ( ;i iIk* 'sit >r r ClT<'r>s. in'i i>f nj'jinilinlinii 

ni-S!*.r.!i 4 sisy r' .il, :ttt 4 tlirtt 1 fcrvi'cl in lilt’ 

•* :.n n! nr. 4 i-! shi' rc-lt-innsiMi mniiisii't, llii* 

I lijil'r?: I fast « -luany \(ii)('}i mv rdin-tant 

“ j,. !r. 'l!i' ilKi’o 'ii niV «njM’ri‘>r“< 

’* -5 jtd- t;< d Si:* ; 4,. rtn*l sit** t **( tin- ( 'oiitinrUidin*^ 

* M!'.*'' ; -li ;l:f ('liaji*-* < *!ia|>ni:U! - -)tl svlii'-f 

'■ I •! n- A • 't*-! all! -St i' tvtat V !<i I)!*' Stajl' 

*' « * : *1^*' As’:n'>', :-."i i*.«v tinr.tn*-*' in!** the Scrvii***, 


Sd:* 


li-.Itvy, -av. K* -.'is'.!* : 
' ' I'S A S'! sH*-! ' , ssli 

“ i !i"i*\ ( i! J* it' ♦"ti-i! 

J 1 J M ■ 

■' S* jv.*\ >, ntj 

<■' fiiv !*;<- j.tit^.u-.' (.•" 


lij'i;' ai* '-. 1 r'<*!l* i-! ( *1 fif nil*’ 

>' <•; .‘’•t-jnii *-, nn*! ri j‘S’<tj*nrti*in 

!<’') Hi.t-.-; tnnl sin* liiyiif*-! nuit; 

Is < ■ titin'!!!*! nsf »'{ ^ *<i!* i)s*'l, n("-itlf*. 

:ti ’liti* jv !i5 •'llJ*-*' ii{ jjii- jliti'i* I’lnvini't *. 
i*i* t silt- naSM'" <*f }’• fiM'.nnali, ft’rvni 

*,•*.;r,t^ii!^;,' sin* U'* :l>'ni'!i--, 


*’ in si;<- !i;i>nsii •*{ S< j‘t* liii'i-r. I7*'i**, 1 n;*.' i»n In jtfniM'ntl 

“ tij> til* * **iin!t-v *.’ isli ?( <!< irsriim* ni ni' n i-niii- fur tin* .'i Pirips'lc' ’ 
“ tisn!* ; siii- i.f lin* .liniu-** lisuiliav ’ 

" (sinji ( *.'i;'!r.in iisinir-.v K '’.Im tt' n* U ii' in_\ <*j-lf la’i'i'Hilv ’ 
•• uni’,* *i ! v.H'**|>i'. Afil'* *1 ■>' ! ’anl.ii.siii*, sin-n the ntninii- ' 

’* nil is! 1*5’ till* ;,'n<i l»!'i*„*;»fi'', I v\:*n inlS'n'luccil I)V Ililn In tlu’ !:i!i* 
”(ii!!* !',s! litiliruvl tin'll tin* (‘ninlnl lilrn'cif. 'ril!** ’ 

" inii ); tin- fu]il n>i.n nfscrn-jiTiiriiiy’ jn llm hatiUr nf tin* * 

“ t *:in!iiii!:i'''';<ii. siiifl v.a*- then* i-latiniii-d :U liatnl tn tn''**: niir ’ 
•• AHv. l!ii‘ X:i''*siii \*i;'i*r Sliujitii ul Punliili. liinl tin* 

•> I’nii*'*' Ai*'lnl;ili Kimn jiiit lii^ t1ii<‘:tt' inin i-sci’nti' n nf ’ 
“ iii\ !‘.<liinr iIh' fonin tV ilniniiiinii**. <>nr rniUnnnn'ti!- isi ]7'>7 
“ !*inl: fin*, anil Mifli nu*- tin* nijiMity wish wlhfli siic :.hr,;*'!i* «l ' 
Inini'ain'.v*- ininil tlial Kwin'cly iin Oflii’cr liatl , ;iif nt in ’ 

" f.'ivt* iinvlliiii” *if hi*- i-ijuipnifiit. Tin* ( invcnna* t *. ith thr.*. 

lihcrsililv fnini-ti iil I<> nn n m Mich ;; *.-*;.*. r*‘nuir>-:: " 

*' iijinn iiniKiiir a ^tslt^‘Inl‘Ilt frnin racli ()nic*-r *.f - aji 

every one win* reinihiirfcd sirennlinirly tn i; * a.M!*'-’-;:.'- 


17i'.<:. 



240 


LIEUTENANT GEORGE ERiVNCOIS GRAND. 


1766. “ Tills accident gave rise to the question of barracks both at 
“ Dinapore and Berbampore, and the grand scale on ivbicb 
“ these ivere fonned entailed such an expense on the Honourable 
“ Company and sunk such a capital as to have caused them to 
“ regret that the double full batta bad been struck off by Lord ” 
“ Clive instead of being continued in the field, and the full " 
“ batta preserved in the Company’s provinces conditionally that 
“ each Officer found bis own quarters.”* 

* It will add to the interest attached to these extracts to state tlnit hir.. 
George Francois Grand subsequently married at Chandernagore the beautiful’ 
hldlle. Noel Catherine Werlee, the daughter of hi. 'Werlee, Capitaine du Port 
and Chevalier de Saint Louis. Tliis lady, the victim of a heartless trick whichi 
compromised her beyond all redress, was in consequence divorced from iier- 
husband in 1779 ; two of the judges entering a protest against the verdict.. 
After an eventful and not altogether reputable life, she married on the lOthi 
September, 1802, the Prince Talleyrand de Perigord, Foreigir Minister of 
France, and for good or evil exercised considerable influence at the Emperoir 
Napoleon’s Court. 
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CH AFTER XI. 


The Emperor SlmU Ahim possesses Iiiinself of his Throne at Deliiie — 
Undertakes a War afrainst tlie I’ohillas — Kohillas seek the Protection of 
the Kinp of Onde — Kinp of Oude seeks Uritish assistance to extenninate 
the lloliillas — A Treaty witli this object entered into by the Governor- 
(Jeneral — Colonel Champion defeats the Itohiila Troops under Hafiz 
Kehmut — ^Tlie llritish attack Fyznlln Khan — Dissatisfaction of tiic British 
'firoops — Terms of Peace witli Fyrailla Khan — Death of Shnja n’d daulah, 
tlie King of Onde, and Succession of Asoff u’d danlah — The Baja of Benares 
threatened with Exjinlsion — Defeat of the Kajii by iilajor Pophnm — Cajdure 
of the Fort of Bridge-ghnr — ^'Phe Bengal European Battalion sent against 
Haidar Ali to ^ladr.as — Capture of the Fort of Karnngalli — Relief of 
AVandi\v.ash — Attack on Chelambram — Battle of Porto Novo — Capture of 
the Fort of Tripassore — Battle of Pollilorc — Battle of Veracundalorc — 
Death of General Sir Ejtc Coote — Battle of Cuddalore — Peace proclaimed 
with France — Return of the Bengal Enropean Battalion to Bengal. 


OHD CLIVE’vS estimate of the profits likely to be 
(levivod from the working of his “ Trading Associa- 
tion" was found not to be over-sanguine, and the 
.'■'cheme laid proved so remunemtive that the senior 
Officers of the Anny were satisfied, and Clive was 
enabled to carry out the orders of the Dir-cctors for the reduction 
of the “ batta but when the Court had before them the details 
of the “ Tradins Association ” they condemned it absolutely, and 
insisted on its abolition. This order placed Clive in a serious 
dilemma, from which he might have extricated himself by abandon- 
ing tlie scheme ; but he had entered with the Field Officers of 
the Bengal Army and others into certain obligations which he felt 
bound to fulfil. Under these cii’cumstances, he sanctioned the 
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17C7. continuance of tiic Tnicling ApHociation for anotlior year, when 
lie hoped the Directors would liai'c consented to a genend increase 
of Military ])ay. 

The amelioration of the distress caused to the junior Officers 
hy the loss of their “hatta” allowance now engaged Clive’s 
attention, and he arranged that the stringent rules regarding 
private trade should in their case he temporarily modified. 

On the 20th January, 17()7, Ijord Clive left India for the last 
time, accon!{)anied hy his friend Gonenil C.-irnae: Mr. Ycrelst 
succeeding as Governor of llcngal. 

At this time Delhie, the capital of Ilindustan. was in the hands 
of the Afghans; hut, (he puppot-king having lattdy died, the 
Emperor Shah Alain agjiin sliowcd a natiind anxiety to gain 
j)ossession of his throne. With this view he dispatched one of his 
ministers to Cnlcntta, in the hope of inducing the Council to 
assist him in his schemes. Though the Emperor’s proposals 
did not altogether find favour in Calcutta, the British Govern- 
ment did not o{)posc his wishes; and Shah Alatn therefore 
determined, with the assistance promised by the Mar.ithas and 
other powerful Cfiiefs, to attempt to possess himself of his capital 
and throne; the King of Oude, for purposes of his omi, 
cncoumging him and advancing him large sums of money. 

In the month of May, 1771, the Emperor marched from 
Allahabad with an Army of 16,000 men, and on the 2.5th of the 
INIay— December, following December made bis public entry into his 
1771. Capital. Hardly had be occupied liis throne when bis 
Maratlia Allies obliged him to take the field against the Kobillas : 
their object being plunder, whilst the Emperor hoped to annex 
the Kohilla country. 

The Kohillas wez'O a warlike tribe of Kortlnneu, wlio originally 
migrated from Rob, a district situated amongst the Afghan 
mountains. The Rohillas were constantly employed on Slilitary 
services in India, and composed for many years the chief part of 
the Moghul Armies. In reward for their services they had 
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ic'jwct'ii ihc I’pjur mu! the lUninhtynh innmuniii'-'. Tlic 

luiliilln'-. jijin!>!c to cniuju'tc with the Anny of the iMiijunor 
mul the Mantlin'; coiiiliiiu i!, tlwir chief Znliitn IChmt was defeated ; 
tiiid. tiyine aeoiv^ she (inline';, was ]nn>iied, his tron))" dispersed, 
and KnliilKuud. in coii-eijueiiee, jilufed 111 peril. The IJohilln-; hm! 

aa ,\ru)y of men; hut their ('hiefs of the dillerent 

trihe- n fti'iti'..r to auialir.niiate. their united streii^fth wa-’ never 
-.'.vailahle. Their rich country extended on the (*a''l a- far as 
the eoiditu '- of Onde. and had al\va\> Keen watched hy the kino 
of shat I’onntry with a coveton- eye. 'Phe Manthas held all the 
.‘ouniry f" their "Otith. the Kohillas had jn-t heen driven from 
their Western pro\inei>; and. with a disjointed anti erippletl 
.Anity. (hey found themselves powerless asrainst the foret's hy 
which they were ^un-oumleih 

ft wa- under the^e eiremiotanees that tin* Kohillas soueht the 
protecsiotnif the Kiilirof (hule; atul. hnowino his majesty's droatl 
of the inenr'i'tns of the Manithas. projmsed to enter into a treaty 
with him, oll'en^ive and tlefcii'-ive: ami after sever.d months of 
thlihenitioii- a tnaty on these lines was si^Mled on May 17‘h, 
1T72. I'nder is- articles .'shnju n’d danlah, the Kino of Onile, 

< tiytp’d to expel the Murathas from the Kohilla country, for 
whieh accommodation the Kohillas asrreed to p;iy the kin^ 
i'Ut.tino. 

Notwitln-tandin;.: this treaty the Mamthas euntinned, nnopjmsed, 
to devastate (he Jfohilla country; whilst the King of Onde. had 
AJhv_ii, ,hiiiIht, teturneil to his Capita! so terrified at the eneroaelnnents 
of the Marathas (hut lie wrote to the Calcutta Council 
urging them to send European troops for his jirotcetion, as ho was 
fearful that (he Jfoliilias and the ^Inrathas condiining would 
invade the Otide provinces. 

Under the treaty hetwcon Lord Clive and the King of Onde 
when the latter was rc.storcd to his throne — 17(10 — it Avas 
stipulated that the British should aid the king with troops if his 


244 CAUSES WHICH LED TO THE FIRST EOHILLA WAR. 

; countiy slionld be seriously tlireateneci ; and tlie Council now 
feeling bound to comply 'with ‘ the king’s request, Sir Kobert: 
Barker*, with a poiTiou of his Brigade, including the Second 
Bengal European Regiment, some Sepahi Battalions, and Ai-til- 
leiy, was ordered to take the field and prevent the INIarathas from 
menacing the King of Oudc. 

Tire combined Aranies of the King and the East India Company 
entered Bohilkirnd, taking up a position which acted as a check, 
to the irrcursiorrs of the Mar’athas ; brrt, notwithstanding these- 
precautions, a Maratha Army crossed the Ganges, over-ran the 
Rohilla country, arrd destroyed the cities of Moradahad and 
Srrrnbul. Sir Robert Barker’s orders were to protect the 
provinces of Oude, but on no account to act on the offensive. 
The Marathas, finding themselves unopposed by the British, laid, 
waste the Rohilla country ; but fortunately in May, 1773, they' 
.were recalled by their Government for the protection of their own. 
provinces, threatened from without. 

The departure of the Marathas was a source of joy both to- 
the King of Oude and the Rohillas ; but no sooner was the forarrcr 
relieved from fear of invasion than he applied to the Council to 
assist him to exterminate the Rohillas. 

hlr. ' Warren Hastings had been appointed Governor-General 
early in the previous year ; and had lately received peremptory 
instractioiis from the Court of Directors to reduce his kClitaiy 
expenditure. The King of Oude offered high terms for the 
services of the British soldiers, and to accept his offer appeared to 
the Governor-General a simple way of complying with the orders 
of the Court. To use Warren Hastings’ own words “ A saving ” 

“ of near one-third of our Military expenses would be effected ” 

“ during the period of such service the stipulation of 40 lacks ” 

“ (£400,000) would afford an ample supply to our treasury ; the ” 

“ Vizir would be freed from a troublesome neighbourhood and ” 

“ his dominions be much more defensible.” 

The offer of the King of Oude was accepted by Mr. Warren 
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.Tainmiy, Orders to udvaiiec witlv a Brigade, including the 2nd Bengal 
European Eegiinent, I'onn a junction with the King's troops,, 
and place himself under the orders of that IVincc. 

On the 24th February Colonel Champion's force andved 
Fobniaiy ti till— April 17th, "’ithin the Oude toiTitorie.s, and on the 17th 

April crossed the border into the Rohilhi 

country. 

There was no doubt as to the king’s intentions; for when the 
Rojiilla Chief Ilaliz Kchmut expressed !in earnest desire to come 
to terms, .Shuja’ u’d daulah jnit forward a claim of no less than 
two crores of rupees — £2,{)0{),()00 — and declared that unless that 
amount were at once paid, the Allied Armies would proceed to war. 

llafiz Kchmut was admitted by all to be a brave, dauntless 
Commander ; and had been appointed Chief of his tribe after the 
ilcath of Nujeeb u’d daulah, and judiciously governed the 
jnovinces nearest to Oude. 

The demand of the king for so large an amount was I’ojectcd 
with scorn, the Eohilla Chief feeling that the terms of the treatv . 
under which the money was demanded had not been fulfilled by 
the King ; and that, under any circumstances, the amount claimed 
was vastly in excess of Avhat could be justly duo. 

The Eohilla Army, under Hafiz Kchmut, took up a strong 
position at Kutra, near the Babul river ; and determined to main- 
tain their ground to the last extremity. 

The English troops pushed forward, but Champion soon found 
that he would receive no support froxn the King’s troops, which 
were rather a source of danger than succour to the English ; for 
having arrived at Gurrah — the ground which had been occupied 
by the British the previous day — the King declined to combine. 
His scheme was now evident; to leave the English soldiers to do the 
fighting ; and, should they succeed in ovci’powering the enemy, 
his troops would then advance and appropriate the plunder. 

The King even declined to assist Champion with the loan of 
some particular cannon, which he thought might prove of’ 
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service, ami tlic Oude Cavalry, much uecdctl, were lunvhcrc to be 1774. 
scon. 

The following is Colonel (.’hampion’s iloscription of ihc engage- 
piil L’JSrtl, nicnt, fought, on the 2;lrtl April : — 

“llafr/. ami his Army eoti.sisting of about 40,000 men ” 

“ showtnl <rroat bmvcrv ami re.“Jolution, aunoviuti u.s with their" 

“ Artillery ami mekels. lltey made repeated attemjUs to charge, " 

“but our gims beitig so much better .served than tbcir.s, kept so " 
“eon.slaut and galling a fire, that they ccutld not advance, and " 

“ where they were closest was the greatest slaughter. They ” 

“ gave jiroof of a good share of Military knowledge, by showing " 
“inclinations to force both our flanks at the same, time, and ” 

“ eitdeavouring to call ofl' our attentions by a bri.sk fire on our ” 

“ centre. It is itnpos.sible to describe a more obstinate firmness” 

“ (if re.solution than the enemy di.splayed. Xnmcron.s wore” 

“ their gallant men who advanced and often jiitched their colours ” 

“ between both Armies in order to cuconnige their men to follow" 
“them; and it was not tintil they .“iaw our wliolc Army ad-” 

“ vancing bri.sklv to charge them after a severe cannonade of” 

“ two hours and twenty minutes and a .«nmrt fire of musketry” 

“ for some minutes on both flunks that they fairly turned their” 

“ backs. Of the enemy above 200b fell in tbc field, and ” 

“ amongst them many Sirdars. But what renders the victory ” 

“ most decisive is the death of Hafir. Kahmet, who was hilled ” 

“ whilst bravely rallying his people to battle. One of his sons ” 

“ was also killed, one taken pri.'ioncr, and a third returned from ” 

“ flight to-day and is in the hands of ,Suja-ed-dowla."* 

The buttle decided and the enemy jmt to flight, Champion 
issued strict orders that his troops Avere not to plunder or fire the 
villages ; but the King’s Army pushed forward, and, under sanction 

^ Sergeant Littellus Burrell, Avbo had formerly served in Captain Kaw- 
■ stone’s Company, Bengal Exiropean Kegiinont, greatly distinguished himself 
i7i this action. Tliis Non-Commissioned Ofliccr was promoted to an Ensigney 
in 1779, and ultimately attained the rank of hlajor-Goneral; hoooming one 
of the most distinguished Ofiicers in the Company’s Army. 
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1774. of their Gcneraln, jihuulcred and laid wji^to tlie count ly, “ wjiilc” 
“the Company’fi troopn in rcf^nlar order of their ranks most’' 
“justly oh.scrvod — ivc have the honor of the day and the.se” 
“ l)nnditt.i the profit.” ' 

Hohilkmid now lay at the mercy of the Kin" of Otidc ; and 
Afny— Juno, “ Jiever were the ri^ht.^ of conquest more s:iva"cly ahnsed.” 

1774. ]\fo,st of the Cliiefs who .survived tlio Battle .surrendered at 
discretion; those few .still re.si.sting^ wenr, together with their 
families, suhjeefed to imprisonment and brutal treatment. The 
plunder of the country which jia.s.sed into the hand.s of the Kin" 
was e.stiniated at a inillion-and-a-half .sterliii". 

One of the Kohilla C'Jiiefs, named Fvzulla Khan, to his 

Fort at Pntir-Ghur, with many of hi« followers; hut his town.s 
were sacked, and hi.s encampment burnt. In July the (JoinpanyV 
and the King’s troop.s approached Fyzulla Klmn’.s Forlre.s.s, but 
this Chief was .so confident of hi.s .strength that he .set the Allied 
Annies at defiance. The King of Oude now evinced a .strong 
disposition to come to terms with the Chief and end the war. He 
proposed to make Fyzulla Ivhnn the liead Z.amindar of the wliolc 
Kohilla country, and to allow him £(!(),(){)() jier annum for his 
cxpcn.sc.s ; hut these, even a.s well as more favounible term.«, were 
rejected by the Bohilla Chieftain. 

l^y thi.s time the Oude troops were aiding the British, and 
under instructions from the King, the Armies prepared to advance 
by regular approaches; but the Company’s soldiers — Europeans 
as well as Sepahis — were di.sgustcd ivith their Oude allies, and 
signs of discontent were openly cx])rcssed. 

£10,000, promised by the King to the Compaiy’s troojis in 
July and August, hen of plunder, were not forthcoming ; and the troojis 
1774. jjQ^ received tlicir monthly pay, provided for in the 

treaty. 

Under these circumstances Shuja u’d dnulah was more than ever 
anxious to come to terms with Fyzulla Khan ; to whom ho ofFcrcd 
* Colonel Champion’s letter to Warren Hastings, 24tli April, 1774. 
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:a district witli an annual revenue of £147,500 if Ire would on Iris 1774. 
part surrender to tire King orre-lralf of Iris effects ; wlrrclr terms 
were accepted ; and the first Rohilla War came to an end.* The 
difficulties which Colonel Chanrpiorr had to contend with are 
feelingly set forth irr his correspondence with the Gover-nor- 
General ; and all credit is due for the irrasterly moderation dis- 
played iir the discharge of duties rvhich, if misirranaged, would 
have beerr as ruinorrs to his Military reputation as they were 
ardverse to his feelirrgs as an Officer. 

Colonel Champioir’s services had been entirely with the 
Bengal European Regiment, of which for many years he 
had been Adjutant; he was always held by his comrades in 
I’espect and affection, and few men have 'done more to maintain 
the honour of the Berrgal Europearr Regiment. 

In the early part of 1775 Shuja rr’d daulah, the King of Oude 1775. 
•died, arrd was succeeded by his son Asoff u’d daulah. 

For some unexplained reason the Calcutta Council ruled that 
by the death of the King of Oude all former treaties became 
•extinct ; a fresh treaty being armuged with Asoff u’d daulah oir 
the 21st May, under the provisions of which his succession to the 
"throne was sarretioned, and his i^ossession of the districts of 
Korrah arrd Allahabad corrfirmed; he, on his part, agreeing, in 
•■addition to some heavy money payments, to make over to the 
Comparry the Zarrrindary of the Raja Chete Sing — successor to 
Iris father, Brrlwarrt Sing, whose territories had been restored 

An incident illnstrating the customs of the Army in India at this period 
may here he noticed ; — 

On the 15th April, 1775, William Dibhens and Mathew Stevens of the 
•‘•'Bengal European Kegiment” had been sentenced to death by Court- 
MartiaL The preparations for the execution completed, the prisoners were 
informed that they were to cast lots on the drum-head "with dice, “ and ” 

■“ that he upon whom the favourable lot fell would be remanded back to his ” 

■“ quarters, and the punishment remitted, but that the other would be ” 

•“ executed on the spot.” 

Ribbens threw the higher number, and Stevens was immediately shot. 
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778. by Lord Clive in the previous year — this territory yielding a 
revenue of £221,000. 

It v'ill be seen that by the tinnsfer of the districts of Benares 
to the Company the Eaja Chete Sing bad become their- 
feudatory ; and, as such, was bound to supply money and troops- 
to his Suzerain in time of Avar. This transfer of his allegiance by 
no means met AAntli the approval of the Eaja, who had liithei-to- 
paid his tribute to the King of Oude ; and, since he had become a. 
A^assal of the British, had punctually met their financial claims. 

In the year 1778 the GoA'emment of Bengal Avas again sorely 
pressed for money ; a costly AA'ar in the Caniatic, and large remit- 
tances to be sent to England, making it absolutely necessary that 
funds should be forthcoming from some source or another ; and 
Benares seemed the most bkely field from Avhich they could be- 
obtained. 

Under these circumstances the Governor-General in Council 
demanded from Eaja Chete Sing a lump sum of £50,000, in- 
addition to his yearly tribute. This demand Avas called “ extray 
ordinary,” but it Avas repeated in 1779 ; the sum being a sccoi il 
time paid Avith a remonstrance, and a hope expressed that no’ 
further “ extraordinary ” demands Avould be asked for. But next- 
A'ear the demand Avas again rencAved, Avhen the Eajah pleaded 
poverty, asked for time, and CA'aded jiayment ; on AAdiich Hastings- 
made a peremptory addition of £10,000, in compensation for the 
delay, and sent troops to Benares to exact payment. 

Thus squeezed and frightened, Chete Sing paid the money, but 
the GoA'ernment Avas bent on pressing for more ; obA’iously intend- 
ing to fix a quarrel on Chete Sing, and make him pay largely for- 
his reconciliation. 

The Eaja AA’as noAv ordei-ed to keep a body of CaA'ahy for the- 
service of the British; he protested lus inability to fulfil this 
demand, but his remonstrance AA'as met Avith threats, and so great 
Avas his fear that he offered £200,000 to propitiate the Council ;- 
but Hastings replied that nothing under half-a-million sterling- 
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vould inucliase liis pnrilon ; nml at the same time announced his 1770. 
intention of ;’isitin^ tlie Jha ja in person at his Ca 2 )ital. 

Soon afterwards AYarren Ilastinjvs visited Benares, the inter- 
view convincing the Baja that his destruction was contemjdated. 
Taking nfl’his turban and jilacing it in the la^) of the Governor- 
General. ho swore submission and fidelity, but to no avail; he was 
arrested on t he spot and placed in confinement in his omi Ca 2 )ital ; 
two Companies of Sopahis being told off to mount guard and 
jnevent his escajic. This was too much for the Kaja’s subjects, 
who thronged the city in tumultuous crowds; they were well- 
armed, and determined to resent the insidt jvassed on them and 
their Raja. The Officer commanding the guard over the Raja 
ordered out most of his Sc])ahis to quell the riot in the city, when 
a fight ensued in the narrow streets, the Officer and his men 
defending themselves bravclv. but being at length overwhelmed, 
shot down, and hacked to jiieces, amidst the yells and. execrations 
of the infuriated crowds. 

The Raja, taking advantage of the confusion, improvised a rope 
with the turbans of his attendants, who lowered him from the 
window of his jtrison : and, reaching a boat near at Itand, he escajted 
to the south side of the Ganges. 

Protected by bis subjects at a village close by, the Raja at once 
issued orders for the assembling of his troops, his jico^dc flocking 
to his standard by thousands : the whole country was in a commo- 
tion, and the entire population in arms. 

In the meantime the building in which the Governor-General 
had taken nj) his quartei-s, with iin escort of some Sepaliis, Avas 
beleaguered, but the Raja, still frightened, refrained from making 
the Governor-General prisoner ; indeed, he sent humble apologies 
for his conduct, and liberal offers if the Governor-General would 
restore him to faA'Our. But affiiirs liad assumed too serious an 
aspect to be arranged by couqn-omise ; Hastings — calm, dignified 
and firm — did not deign to send a reply, and instructions Avrittcu 
on strips of jjaper, concealed in the cars of the messengers, Avere 
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1781. conveyed to Clniiniv, oidcrinj^ iinnicdiiitc rcliol to be t-'cnt. The 
inesscngcvs bnving rciudied tlic I'^ortrons in nafety, ^fajor Popliani 
started in command of a delacbment vitli wliirli were the two Hank 
Companies of the 2nd Bengal European Keginicnt. 

In tlic meantime iw OfHecr »)f the Governor-Gcnoinrs escort, 
crossing the Gangc.s with a few of his men, made an ill-judged 
August 17th, attack on the Baja’.s Army, winch, suddenly falling on the 
1781. Sepahis, killed the Officer in command and nearly all his 
anen who had accompanied him on his r.ish exju-dition. 

Chete Hing now u.s.snmcd an attitude of defiance, hut still 
shrank from the rcsj)onsihility of .«eizing the (Tovernor-Genend. 

The news of the defeat and slaughter of the jiarty of Sepahis 
was magnified into the defeat of the British Army and .spread like 
fire ; the people of the Allahabad and Kornih districts, as well as 
of Onde itself, rising against their King, who was supposed to 
favour the British cause, refusing to pay their taxes, and putting 
the Kevenue Officers to flight. 

But the British Army was fast assendjling. Whatever the 
faults of Hastings, he was beloved by the Army, and specially .^o by 
the men of the Bengal European Regiment, who remembered that 
he had served in their ranks and shared with them the dangers 
and triumphs of their early wars; and the Eurojtcan soldiers of 
the Regiment volunteei-ed to a man to avenge the insult passed 
on their Governor-General and friend. 

Captain Hill was sent in advance to attack the Raja’s Army — 
an undisciplined, badlj'-ai'ined force of several thousand men — 
entrenched near the village of Patuta. Hill at once assaidted the 
position, which he carried without difficulty and udth only slight loss. 

September 20th, The enemy, however, soon rallied, and again entrenched 
themselves at the toum of Suttufpore, where they were 
a second time defeated and now completely dispersed ; the Raja, 
with a few of his Cavalry, escaping in the direction of his Fort of 
Bridge-ghur. Mr. Warren Hastings, having been released, pro- 
ceeded to Chunar. Major Popham, in chief command of the 
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British {(live, quickly followcil tlic Buju; hut the hitler, -well- 1751. 
luumueti um\ lijjhtly osi'oried, prc.sscd on, ohuliug the gnisji of his 
jmrsuers. 

The British troojis. following, soon iimvcd nt Briilgc-ghnr, 
null cfuiqiletely suri'onmleil the Fort, which, standing on ji 
hill, jio'-sesscd groat natnr.il strength. Pojiham intended tir 
rajitnre C’hoto Sing in his stnnighold; hut the Kaja hud, 
in the interval, <'sea]uMl. and taken the direction of Bnndlekand, 
where he had placed hiniM'lf under the jn'otcetion of sonic 
friendly Chiefs. The, wife and mother of the Baja, left in the 
Fort — which contained a considcnihlc amount of specie — 
expi'O-'^cd their intention of holding out; hut after a few days’" 
siege they oflered to capitulate on condition of heing allowed to 
irtain their tivasnix-. I'lic orders of the Govcnior-Gcncnil were 
apjdied for; wlicn he refused s.nnction to the pmjiosed terms, 
jind IVipham was oitlercd to continue the siege and cnjiture 
the Fort. At this time the Govcrnor-Gencnil wrote to Major 
1‘ophani a letter, the niisundcrst.nnding of which gave rise tf> 
much discussion and ill-feeling. Tlio following is nn extinct 
from the letter: — “With respect to the hooly, that is nithcr 
“your con.dderation than mine. 1 should he sorry that yonr"^ 

“ Oilicers and soldiers lost any part of the reward to which they 
“ are so well entitled, hut I cannot make any ohjeetion, as you " 

“ must he the host judge.” 

Having ohtained what he hcHcved to he the Govcrnor-Gcuenirs 
sanction to appropriate the hooty as jirir.c for his troops, ^fajor 
Popham renewed the siege ; and after 14 days, the garrison 
surrendering unconditionully, the large amount of trc.nsurc caji- 
lured was declared knvful prize, and immediately divided accoid- 
ing to custom “on the dnun-liend.” 

The Governor-General, however, siihscqncntly denied that his 
letter, quoted ahove, conveyed his sanction to the division of the 
hooty amongst the troops, threatening to force the jVrmy to disgorge, 
and waniing them that if they refused he would “ propose whether " 
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1781. “ the Lw may not compel them.”* It does not appear, however, 
that any means ■svero taken to enforce the repayment of the 
prize. 

In whatever light we may view the conduct of the Governor- 
Oeneral in having deposed the Raja of Benares, the nltimatc 
benefits, both to the inhabitants and the Government of India, 
must be admitted. A. Police Force — which Warrep Hastings 
says “was after his own heart” — was established, and security 
■of property ensured ; and in a letter dated January 21st, ,1782, 
he says, “ I lost the Zamendary with a rent of 22 lacs, I re- ” 
•“ covered it Avith a rent of 40. The Company possessed only ” 
“ its stipulated rent from Chet Sing. It is now as much a ” 
■“ member of the Government as the Zemendany of BnrdAvan.” 

In August, 1778, tivo European Battalions of Artillery ivcrc 
■ordered to he raised, the gunners to be selected by lot from 
the Bengal European Regiments : at the same time the Grenadier 
Companies ivcre reduced to half their strength, the Light Com- 
panies being increased in proportion, and on the 26th September, 
1779, the three Regiments of Bengal Europeans were each 
formed into two Battalions ; the total strength of European 
Infantry in Bengal being at this time about 3000. 


War against Haidar Ali in the Carnatic. 

1780. Our attention must noiv revert to the state of affairs in the 
Madras Presidency. 

In September, 1780, a fast-sailing i^esscl arrived at Calcutta 
from Madras Avith dispatches from Mi’. Whitehill, the Governor 
of that Presidency, setting forth the painful position in Avhich the 
Madras Council Avere placed, and inploring that succour might 
be sent from Bengal. 

The Presidency ToAim of Madras — indeed the Avhole of 
* Letter from Mr. Warren Hastings, 21st February, 1782. 



The faUou'inp As an exiraci from General Orders, 1st 
Ocfohrr. 1/ 7!), juihlishing a compUir List of the re- 
or/janized Re/jimenis of Bengal Lnropean Infanirij. 


FinST FECilMENT OF LVFANTFY. 


Jjf /itif, '<;/)■/»». ^ 

Lii:irTr.KA\r-Coi.ox!:i.. ; 

!•><•(]. I'pinii 

MaJO)!. 

Alcxniulcr Unnnny 

CaI'TAISS. 

Oeovge lUnny 
ICilward Curfi-y 
Tlionia'5 Hnnling 
.Imncs Monro 
Ohnrlop 
.Inliii (Jrant 
lEcharcl Froncli 
Folicrt Fnillic 
.lolni Worship 
ICtlwanl Ivoanl 

LjKnTK.VANT.*;, 

John Collins 
Eobort McMnidook 
Aloxnndor TIunnson 
Tliomns liiiToll 
Cliarics Stewart 
David Ocliterlony 
John Roid 
John Wliitc 
Alexander Grant 
3idwnrd Swift ]h-onghton 
Philip Colebrooke 
■John Stewart 
Henry Monk 
Robert ^YeatherBtonc 
■John Geario 
William Carden 
Lesvis Morloy 
Fredk. Davey 
Fredk. ^McCaslcell 
Fredk. Elwood 


Gn.i'.s STiitni'.nT. 

Dtatnlion. 

] ni;t:Ti;xANT-Coi-ONi:r.. 
Wiliinm Rlair 

^^A.^on. 

John Webber 

C.WTAIKS. 

Silvester Ramsay 
James Dunn 
Robert Davis 
Thomas Rolton 
Samuel Farmer 
Henry Harvey 
Solomon Earle 
^ William Hyde 
James Dcniiy 

J UKCTENAXTS. 

Ralph liroome 
William Kilpatrick 
James Collins 
Ai’chibald Ferguson 
Cozens Framlingham 
Andrew Smith 
William ^IcCnllock 
, Edward Summers 
James Erskino 
Randolph Raiisford 
Robert Colebrooke 
Tliomas Hawldns 
Edward Clayton 
Jolm Patterson 
John Smith 
John Ralph 
Sutton Donellan 



FIRST REGIMENT OF INFANTRY— 


1st Battalion. 
Ensigns. 

John Arnott 
Robert Burrows 
T. "W. Payne 
John Mougali 


S7id Battalion.. 
Ensigns. 

— Villiers 
Henry Wye 
John Jarratt 
John Abercrombie 
J. Walter 


SECOND REGIMENT OP INFANTRY. 


Colonel — James Morgan. 


1st Battalion. 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Thomas Goddard 

Major. 

John Stainforth 

Captains. 

John Ersldne 
George Wright 
James Buchanan 
Charles Maitland 
Lewis Smith 
Turner Carnac 
Robert Dennis 
Samuel Himt 
John Cowe 

Lieutenants. 

William Alston 
Thomas Gladwin 
Fredk. Winwood 
Samuel Jones 
Archibald Scott 
Thomas Phipps 
Henry Chalcroft 
Hemy Saunders 
John Gowen 
Thomas Williamson 
David Birrell 
J. Dubois 
Thomas Bateman 


2ml Battalion. 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 
John Tottmgham 

Major. 

Jacob Carnac 

Captains. 

Henry Wray 
Christopher Gough 
William Lane 
Stephen Doivnes 
Patrick Hay 
Robert Limond 
Sir Patrick Balfour 
Charles Forbes 

Lieutenants- 

Thomas Edwards 
Robert Gillespie 
Henry White 
Richard Forbes 
William Moore 
WhitweU Butler 
James Gold 
Jeremiah Symes 
Robert Harrison 
Michael Heffernan 
Patrick Fallon 
Thomas McFie 
Francis Rudledge 



SECOND EEGIMENT OF mFKRTHY— continued. 


lut IJnttalion. 

Lieutenants — continued. 

'William Moore 
"William Addie 
James Powell 
James McGleod 
Jolm Home 

Ensigns. 

James McKenzie 
James HiitcMnson 
‘William Hastings 


2nd Battalion. 

Lieutenants — continued.. 
Edward Jackson 
Edward Burnett 
FrancisKinlock 
Francis Britzcke 
Philip D ’Auvergne 

Ensigns. 

James Hutchinson 
James Hamond 
John Malcolm 
John Crow 
John Wilson 


THIED EEGIMENT OF INFANTEY. 


Colonel Gilbert Ironside. 


1st Battalion. 

Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Fredk. Nevill Parker 

Major. 

Christopher Kundsou 

Captains. 

John Cockerell 
Edward Clarke 
James Dickson 
John Bateman 
George Mends 
Eohert Maxwell 
Charles Livingston 
William Black 
John Dodds 
George Martme 

Lieutenants. 

Godfrey Baker 
Thomas Hoggan 
James Goldfrap 
Hem-y de Castro 
James Underwood 
John Norf 


2nd Battalion. 
Lieutenant-ColoneLw 
Arthur Ahmuty 

Major. 

Charles L’onside 

Captains. 

Thomas Nicholls 
Eohert Eoberts 
Walter Bom’ke 
James..Smith 
Thomas Hall 
John Campbell 
Eichard Scott 
William OgHvie 
John Stacey 

Lieutenants. 

Samuel Watson 
Patrick Douglass 
John Mawbey 
George Wood 
James Sinclah 
Colin Monteath 
John Darby 



THIKD ]?E(UMENT OT 


J.v( BaUalxon. 

Lieutenants — cinilhuinL 

•Charles Hamilton 
Calmel iMartindall 
•William Davis 
Lews IMordaimt 
William McNamara 
-Tosopli Edgar 
AVilliam KcasbuiTy 
-.lames Edwards 
S. Bn'dgeman 
George Balfour 
H. Foster 
Thomas Creighton 

Ensigns. 

George Shaw 
Thomas Smith 
Eohert Bowie 
Alexander Fothcrington 
•George Robertson 


'' INFANTRY— roaf/aard. 

Slid linttalion. 

.Lieutenants — nnUiuiirrl. 

Frederick Grifliths 
William Lally 
George Lally 
Thomas Shaw 
.lohn Dickinson 
Thomas Williamson 
.lohn .Tackson 
•Tames Barker 
Hoin-j' Reid 
Lcuds Thomas 
Henry Mercer 

Ensigns. 

George Adams 
J. Bring 
Edward Hall 
! .loseph Earley 



•rnn avat. a(;ainpt JiAin.\n At.t ik thk r.AnxATic. 2/55 


Stnitlu’in lutiiu — \\'n« :it tlic luo'i’v of tlioirulil t'nciuy llsudur Ali, 1780 
N\lin with till' iL'-'-istnnt'i' <if liis V'r<’in'li A!H<“;^ Imd «tut-iioiU'ndl(’d 
flu; llriti^li tronii-: tlic rcMtun’i'." nf tiu’ coniitrv wmi wclI-nijiJi 
<•\ll•,lu^!t•d, pnivihiiuiH M’an'c. nnd tho t^vn^■urv ciiiplv, 

I'li jitn' di '.iilnijj tlif iiicn'-nn's wliii'li Mcm tuloptrd 5 ti Helical 
til i\‘!ii’Vi' till* jiiv-'-ijij' of tlu' nisti'r Pn'f-idiinov. \v(‘ 

inU't ;.dv(' a Imrrii'd "laiu'c at tlu* <‘iimmslamu'iJ wliicli led to 
^ln^ htato of an'airH. 

Haidar .\1!. on tlu* iloatli of tin* IJaja of ^lv^on• in ITdti. lieintr 
hiH'dif.'irv Prinu' Mi!li^I(■r. or Pi'-liwar. !l^^•nnn'd tlie rnufi of 
< iovi iniiu'ilt . Kroiii that time lluTt* liad followed a sucri'sfiion of 
war- witli tlu> liriti^li. plainly inanife-tin;! tlial, altlmnudi Haidar 
Ali had lu-i'ii indiK'cd Jo hipi trealif.'-’ of jieaco with llio Kaf^t 
India ( 'onijiany. In* had proved lu'nu^elf of a very diflercnt calihrc 
from the ela-- of Native (ieni'niH a•rain^t whom the I’ritish had 
hitherto eoiitendfd. It i^ true that Haiilar Ali had “oniel itnes 
met with reveire- at tlie handr of his enemy; yet. in May, 17()R, 
at the Ihittle of Mane^ilon*. he had eomjielled the Ih-ilish force of 
‘-'•10 ICnmpean soldier-' and 1200 Sejiahi- to hurriedly I'seajie in 
their hoat-. leavimr their sick and wounded jirisoners in Haidar's 
hand- ; then he had. in the followinjr Novemher, surprised 
< 'olonel \Vood. in chief I'ommand of the British Army in the. 
held, eajitnrinjx from him his heavy onns and haoirjvjrc. Again 
Haidar AH h:id et»mpletely ont-genenilled Sir Hector Mnnro — the 
Jiero of Bnxar — ami having indneed him. hy a clever inaiueuvre, 
to divide his forces, at lacked the. weaker portion under Holonel 
Balllie. and, after a despenite light, in which the Ih'itish Army 
lost, niairly half their mnnhers, compelled the remainder to lay 
«lown their arms. 'Pwice Ihudar had the Presidency town of 
Madnis at Ids mercy ; *>11 the second occasion when it was 
<''Mni)leloly denuded of troops; hut he unaccountably declined 
to make a decisive dash. Arcot had fallen into his hands; 
And)ore with its garrison had surrendered to him; and although 
it is true the Forts of Vcloro, Pannakol, and Wandiwash, still 
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1780. licld out, tlicy were all, a.'* well a.'! other of our Garrigon.y^ 
vigorou.ely ho.'iiogcd by Divisifuis of Ilnidar’p Aniiy; whilpt tlic- 
Madras Govermnent had «o troojjs ivith which to niisc the- 
.slege.s. 

Haidar still unaccountahlv aljstaiued from attacking ^fadras:: 
and, whilst he he.sitatcd, he heard that Geneml Sir Eyre Coote 
had arrived from Calcutta with the fir.st Division of the Bengal 

O 

troops. 

"When the news of the alarming position of affairs in Madras 
had reached Bengal. AYatTcn Hastings strained eveiy nerve to 
supply the entreated succour. Money had to be raised, for the 
Government was much cinbarnissed by the heavy c.Kj)cnsc.s 
incurred hv the war ajjainst the iMarathas; but he detenuined 
that the defence of the British jiossessions in ^Madras shoidd bo 
undertaken in no half-hearted spirit; and that every available- 
soldier shoxdd be sent on this duty. 

September, In the early part of .September the Calcutta Council 
1780. passed a resolution that : — 

“2 Companies of European Artillery, with 3 Battalions of’'" 
“ Lascar’S, and 4 field-picccs, and 1 Battalion of European 
“ Infanti-y from the 1st Brigade,” were to embark immediately 
for ^radi*as. 

The Eurojroan Battalion selected for this service was the 2nd 
Battalion of the 1st Bengal Eurojrcan Regiment. 

Reinforcements, consisting of one Company of Etrropean Artil- 
lery with 16 field-pieces, six Battalions of Sepahis, and the Corps 
of “ F oreign Rangers,” were ordered to march by the coast route- 
to Madr-as. 

Haidar All’s Army, commanded by him in person, consisted at 
this time of 80,000 men, including his best Cavalry; and amongst 
his Infantry were number’s of those men whose descendants may 
be seen to this day in the Mysore and Madras districts, rarnning' 
without any apparent effor’t their ten miles an hour for many 
hours consecutively. He had also a complete Cor-ps of French- 
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jiK'ii, :il»ly coimiKUKU'd ; wli51.-i liii* Arlillcrv \va^ .«('ooiul to none in 1781 
Itidin. 

I'hc Gnvcrnor-Goncnil appointed Gciioral Sir ICyre Cootc to 
tlie in(lepi'n(l<-nt command of all Military opemtions; and to avoid 
any mi.'^undi'r.'^tandin'; on the pari of tlie Madms Anthoritic.?, he 
Mjspt'ndeil Mr. Whitehill, the Governor of IMadniP. 

(ioneml Cootc, with il.'jO of the Ihmgul European Rc'^iment, 

Kov. iiilK'r .'ith, landed in Madnis on the oth K*ivemher, and they were 
immediately jiosted to the 1st or Kight Division of the 
Anny under Major-Gencml Ilcetor Munro. 

Coote found the Presidency of Matlras in .«o cxhatisted a 
ctmdition that he cotdd not take the field until after an nmvel- 
eome delay <if m<ire than tw<» m<mths; and it was not until the 

l/tli, middle of .lamiary. ITSl.that the British Army marched 
1781. flow Maduis. Gonend Stewart heing left with a small 
foiTC in command of Fort .‘st. George and the Mount. 

On the 21st Kantmgalli wa.« taken i)y .storm, with a British loss 
of 170; the enemy, however, suflering mneh more severely. 

The Commander-in-Chief, Sir Eyre Coote, in thanking the 
Anny for its eoo], determined hearing, .say.s that it now has “an” 
“ample and «ipporlunc supply of provisions, a post of the first” 
“consequence, ami will pr<ivc of essential advantage to our future” 

“ openitions.” 

Next day the Siege of WandiwaslC Avas niiscd. This Fortress 
had ])eon eloscl}' hcleagucrcd hy Haidar All’s Anny since the 
heginning of December, 1780. 

Coote now hastened in a southern direction towards Pondi- 
cherry, encamping on the .'ith on the “ lied Hills,” Avhere he 

' 'J’lio Carri.^cM) of lYaiuliwn.sU consifittHl of Natives only, conimaiulcd by 
Lieutenant I’lint., with uliom was Ensi;;ii Moore, 'riieso Oflicers Avith tlicir 
handful of troops had pallantlj- repulsed every assault of the enemy, made 
several wiWa.v, spiked some of the enemy’s guns and partly destroyed their 
Avorks. 'I’lie siege having been raised by C'oote’s force, the British Army 
encamped on the same gi'ound Avhcrc tAventy years prcA-iously the Siege of 
IVaudiAvasb bad been raised and a incmoi-nble Battle fought. 


S 
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Fetruaiy 5th, destroyed large quantities of provisions and Military 
stores ■vvliicli were being landed from the French 
Squadron, under Chevalier d’Ornes, anchored olf the coast. 

Haidar had previously entered into an alliance with the French 
at Pondicherry, and told them that he ivould follow Ooote by 
forced marches and bring reinforcements before the English 
General could deliver his attack; and he, as good as his ivord, 
at once massed his troops, and pushed in the direction of that 
toivn, but in doing so he had been obliged to raise the siege of 
V ellore. 

D’Ornes’ squadron of French war-vessels was unopjijosed; for 
Admiral Hughes, commanding the British ships at Madras, had 
only a few bght vessels, too weak to engage the French fleet. 

Haidar Ali, as soon as he heard of the arrival of D’Ornes’ 
squadron, at once decided to separate Coote from his base ; whilst 
the French ships would blockade the coast, and thus starve out 
the British Aiany. But, to enable him to execute his plans he 
must seize and hold a strong jiosition near the village of 
Chelambram ; and, succeeding in this, he could effectually sever 
Ooote from Madras, and prevent his collecting supplies from the 
interior. 

Haidar, marching with great rapidity, made as if he would 
seize Ouddalore from Coote’s grasp ; and Coote fell into the trap, 
February 8tli, moving his Army further to the south to cover Oud- 
1761. dalore ; Haidar thus gaining his coveted position without 
firing a shot. 

Coote had been completely outwitted, and seemed now at his 
enemy’s mercy ; severed from his base and with but a .scanty 
supply of provisions, and he saw that, these exhausted, he must 
either attack Haidar in his advantageous position or starve. 

But, by a stroke of gi-eat good fortune for Coote, the Chevalier 
d’Onies determined to act independently of the land forces ; he 
•would neither be dictated to by the French Commander at 
Cuddalore, nor listen to the advice of Haidar AH. D’Ornes 




XM- 


25 ^ 




Alt 


acB- 


clcBT--- _ +t,civ 


tVe 


C05V* 


st» 


v>'evc 


CooW ''“"'= 


save' 


aiw"'” :„2to\4, *'■“"' ,as®A 




W'AS 


tVOV'' 


. secBYe' 


civ 


evtvy ' 


stto^^t 




"Five 


A-OOT^ 


,tA^s p3 


rr c o- t^; 

'»"\V ^ vec*-' 


'" A4eiAS«°’“ 


YeUove- ^ 

. „ Uav^^'S = 


w®"* ot 3»"? *“,4"®'““'^ ”■ 




^tvoscV^^® n to 

i«o»,4e^fr:4 M “' 


0»*“ " " 4 ,: ..te^v^y 

i.•,r^Tl tVV‘i ..;„ns BU'- .^_a atvB'o , „ =* -1' 


■OV 




sovdt, 


s«o«S^ ^ *=“ 


£ov ^ort^ 

• to A stove V 


S.44.VS T5;e*el 

Vi-" ,.»s cv®'"^, ,e4 ® ""iffive *»' 


;^\WCv 
vA^VC^^ 

fi\t\cs 


\oOTp‘ 


rtveet «eve yW«»- ' ,. 


,l,e4i®-«' 

mavn , „t\v siBe= ■ ^-cVv^e^"-" „ -uvaveiJ v- „T^ct- *' 

w-l»" '’f "i ‘"n, .0 e»^V I® 'V- 

-Avctv 


-I otv t\^® 

pouvcv^ otv 

v . „r.vev- '' 




out JW« , V ou®'V 

<oV-i wuu® ou«'»' 


x;:®-, v-";::„„;®u-, t® o-;- ,eiote 

"'‘’"1,104 uli*"" loe4, U’®'! ,1 A,ou '>“'1 „.„ic4 uuoy “ 


.eT»yy V tl^eiv 

“’'“““ftdovo *®y 

vvot 0 




ovtuuoVf 2]; ,,eio tlto't 


V"'”-" »u4« 

“° V ootou 




+;tv ot gV‘ AviTBvg ^ tV^e o 

1 r. RtltVSO O 

,ot ttve 


•»^g 


oTve 


■Viad 

.C\VV‘V 



200 - 


TIIE BATTLE OF PORTO NOVO. 


1781. General Cootc, now rccrossing the Vellore river, encamped close 
to the village Porto Novo, on the eca-coast, and here ho was 
making arrangements to renew the attack on the mosque, and 
retrieve lost prestige, wlicn Haidar, licaring of the repulse of the 
British, hastil}'- returned to his Iicadquartcrs, to c.vterminnte his 
enemy before he could recover from his recent defeat. Haidai* 
accordingly broke camp, and, jnaking a rapid movement towards 
the north-east, placed himself between the English and Cuddalorcv 

Goote was completely taken bj'- snijmsio ; indeed, he was unaware 
that Haidar had changed his position until he found he was 
foi’tifying himself within tlu-co miles of the B7-itish camp. 

On Jidy 1st Coote moved from PoiTo Novo nearer to 
.lulv 1st. Haidar’s position, which now completely barred the Cuddalovc 
1781. road, and was immensely strong; his left resting on sand- 
hills near the sea shore, his front and riglit spreading far inland, 
and ocenpying three villages; the ground being intersected by 
deep ravines, amongst which his Artillery wsjs jdaced, embrasures 
having been cut in the rising banks. 

Haidar was still a formidable enemy, but he had led a hard life, 
the livttcr years of Avhich had been spent in combating a foe, who 
had strained his energies to the utmost; and now, pi-ematnrely 
old and unable to lead his tr-oops in person, he was constvumcdto 
sit crossleggcd on a raised platform erected in the centre of hi? 
camp, from which, suiTounded by his Officers, he directed the 
mo^'cments of his troops. 

He had in his camp at this time 25 Battalions of Kegular 
Infantry, between 40,000 and 50,000 Horse, above 100,000 Match- 
lockmen, Peons, Polygars, and 47 guns, besides a corps of 400 
Frenchmen. 

The British force, on the other hand, consisted onlj" of 2070 
Europeans and 6400 Sepahis, with 55 field-pieces. 

On the morning of July 1st Sir Eyre Coote, under the advice 
of a Council of War, moved out of camp to engage his enemy. 
His baggage he placed for its better pz'ofection on the bead). 



THK HATTl.K OF FOKTO XOVO. 
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I'lo^e into wliioh Adinirnl Ilnghcs luul ;mcl\oroil his ships, so as to 1781, 
nllonl tho land froo])s his <'o-o))erat ion and support ; and it is pro- 
hahlc that had tho British Army hocn forced to retrcat.Cootc would 
h:ive sought shelter under cover of the guns of tho Britisli licet. 

Uj^ to 7 a.in. Sir Eyre Cootc does not ajipoar to liavc fixed on 
-Inly Ist. details of his attack ; hnt prejiaratory to i.ssiiing ordens for 

toS]. .„]vancc he sepanitcd his Army into two “lines” or 

Divisions. 

The first eonsisted of II.M. lord (71sf), the Bengal and 
Madms Eui'ojK'an Iveglments, 1 trooj) of European Cavalry, 

2 Begiments of Sepahis and MO guns under General Sir Hector 
Muini). The second ‘‘line" or Division was eonnnanded by 
(General James Stuart.'^ 

Sir Eyre Coote and his Stall' having carefully reconnoitred the 
<-neiny's position, found that Ilaidar'.s left was the most assailable 
jioint, by a road which intcr.scctcd tho sand-hills. He at once 
di.spatehed Genend Stuart, with the 2nd Divi.sion, instructing 
him to move under cover of the sand-hills along the sea-shore to 
the enemy's extreme left ; and, having seized the road, to push 
forward by it and turn the enemy's left flank. 

The first Division under Mnnro would at the same time employ 
-Inly Ifit, the enemy in front; and .should Stuart succeed in turning the 
1(81. enemy’s left the a.‘->'aidt in front would be cari’ied into the 
very heart of the enemy’s camp. 

Coote hud judged correctly; for Haidar hud devoted his principal 
attention to strengthening his front and right, deeming that the 
sand-hills and the sea on hi.s left would form a natural protection 
.against attack. 

Till 10 o’clock the enemy’s Artilleiy had kept up a continuous 
fire which had not been vejilicd to, as Coote was anxious to reserve 
his ammunition for his assault in front ; but now, as he .advanced, 
his guns for the first time opened their fire. 

The plain in front was covered with hordes of the enemy’s 

* Sir Eyre Coote’s diBp.atcli to the Calcutta Council. July .Srd, 1781. 



262 


THE BATTLE OF PORTO NOTO. 


1781 . Cavalry, wlio made repeated and desperate charges on the first 
Division as it slond}-- advanced in line. After a lapse of a couple 
of hours intelligence was received by the Commander-in-Chief 
that the second Division was gaining ground satisfactorily on the 
enemy’s left, and thereupon Coote pushed the first Division 
forward with all his strength. 

Genei’al Stuart had marched his Division, under cover of 
the sand-hills on his left and the English shij)s on his right, sO' 
that he succeeded in gaining the neck of the road which passed 
betiveen the sand-hills before his movement was perceived hy the- 
enemy. 

Haidar All now dispatched a strong body of his Cavahy under 
a chosen leader to assist his Infantry in opposing Stuart’s advance.. 
Twice the second Division was hurled back towards the sea-shore 
returning to the attack with renewed vigour, and the third time- 
its efforts were crowned with success. 

Mir Sahib, the able Greneral whom Haidar had chosen to- 
' command his Cavalry opposed to Stuart, was struck by a round 
shot from one of our ships, and not only was he killed, hut his- 
troo2)S suffered severely from our naval guns. A panic now ensued 
amongst the enemy,and Stuai*t, taking advantage of their confusion,, 
threw himself forward with such decision that the left wing of 
Haidar’s Army was turned and forced back on his centre and 
light. 

As soon as the English General found that Stuart had succeeded 
he charged to his front, and although obstinately opposed by the- 
enemy’s Infantry, their Cavalry on each flank, as well as their 
Artillery on the heights above, he succeeded in driving back 
several Battalions of the enemy’s Infantry, who now sought cover 
behind their entrenchments. Mumn’s Division, following up their 
success, cajitured the entrenchments; and before midnight the- 
two Divisions of the British Army united, and tlie enemy were in 
full flight. 

Haidar Ali could not be brought to believe that his strong 
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July 2ud, position had been captured, and he consequently refused to' 1781. 

1781. qujt pjg post ; vintil at last, crying aloud that if he only had 
the strength to lead his ti'oops in person he would yet retrieve the 
day, he was seized hy his attendants who bore him from the field. 

The encin3^’s strong entrenchments at Poi*to l^ovowere taken; 
and the British troops pm-sued Haidar Ali’s broken Army until two 
o’clock the next morning. The enemy’s camp, stores, and 
equipage were also captured, but the}’’ succeeded in carrying off 
their guns and standards. 

The loss of the British in the Battle of Porto Novo was 587 
killed and wounded ; of whom 17 were Officers and 50 European 
rank and file. “ The lowest estimate of Haidar Ali’s loss was ” 

“ 10,000 men, the dense masses of Gavah-y and Infantry and the ” 
“immense extent of L-regulars scattered in all directions causing ” 

“ an affiiost certain effect at every shot.” 

After the Battle Sir Eyre Coote returned thanks to the troops 
for their gallantry, using the following words in his dispatch — 

“ every individual of this little Army seemed to feel the critical ” 

“ situation of our national concerns ; our falling interests ” 

“ required uncommon exertions for their support ; and to the ” 

“ honour of this Army every nerve was exerted to the very ” 

“ extent of possibility.” 

Two days after the Battle of Porto Novo Sir Eyre Coote 
July 4th, moved liis Army to the north-west, to the relief of 
1781. Wandiwash, which Avas again beleaguered by a strong detach- 
ment of Haidar’s Army under Tippoo Sahib, Avho liaA’ing failed to 
take the fortress by storm, retired before the British force, which 
on the 20th of July encamped on the plain of Wandiwash; 
Coote immediately reporting to the Government, “ Wandhvash ” 

“ is safe, being the third time in my life I have had the honor ” 

to relieve it.” 

After the relief of Wandiwash Coote adA-anced to Punamalli, 
Avhere he prepared for an attack on the strong Fortress of 
Tripassore, 30 miles to the west of Madras; a position considered 
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1781. to be the Jccystonc of the nd joining country, in ■which grain ami 
otlier suj)j)Ucs could be obtained. The Fortress of Tripassorc 
had lately been much strengthened, both in its defences and its 
garrison, "which now numbered loOO men. The liritish Army 
encamped before the Fortress on the 1‘Jth of August, when 
batteries were erected, and on the 22nd, a practicable breach 
having been cn’cctcd, and orders were given to storm, the garrison 
surrendered at discretion. 

Haidar’s Army having retired from Tripassore, encamped at 
Pollilorc, on the ground rendered memorable by Baillie’s defeat 
— Sej^tomber 10th, 1780 — when the British detachment was 
almost annihilated. 

Oil August 2()th Cootc umved at Pai-andiacinn ; and on the 
morning of the 27th found the enemy drawn up in front of 
their encampment at Pollilorc. 

Coote immediately prepared for action, sending forward his 
first — ^!Munro’s — Division, with which was the Bengal Furopean 
Battalion under Major !MacGowan; the second Division, under 
Gcnei-al Stuart, forming at right angles to the leading Division. 
Munro charged the enemy’s batteries in front, but a heavy 
cannonade on both flanks forced Coote to bring up his whole 
right, and form line on the loading Division. It was now seen for 
the first time that the enemy was strongly entrenched, and the 
broken ground rendered an advance in line extremely difficult; 
but as the British apjiroached, Haidar’s Ai-my withdrew, taking 
■until them their guns and equipage. 

The British Army immediately occupied the entrenchments, 
and before night the enemy fell back still further; but this 
success had not been gained without severe loss; 600 of the 
English force being either lolled or wounded, amongst them the 
gallant General Stuart, who lost his leg. 

A camp was formed at Pollilorc with the object of providing 
cover and provisions during the remainder of the monsoon ; but 
on the 29th August it was found necessary to again change 
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August 29th to ground, and on the 21st September the small Fort of 1781. 
iS'qitemher 21st, Paloor was captured, containing sufficient grain for a 
1781. consumption. 

The British Army now moved rapidly in the direction of 
Ycllorc, Haidar barring the road at the Pass of Sholingur.* The 
;.Septoinbcr 27tli, British arrived in front of the enemy’s position on the 
1781. 27th September, the latter opening lire from 70 guns; 
but the Pass, notwithstanding the rocky and broken nature of the 
ground, was successfully earned at tlie point of the baj'onet. 
During the action a specially-gallant chai-ge was made by the 1st 
Division against the cncm)*’s Cavalry, who attacked them 
simultaneously in front and rear; the British rear rank, facing 
about, forced tlie Cavahy to retii'c with heavy loss. Again 
Haidar contiB'cd to retire with his guns ; but 3 Cavalry standards 
were captured and 1 gun retaken, our loss being only 100 killed 
und wounded. 

The British Anuy now continued its advance to the relief of 
Vellore, where our troops in that Garrison were beleaguered, 
and short of provisions. 

Coote personally led a flying Brigade, with the flank Com- 
panies of the Bengal European Kegiment, 5 Battalions of 
Sepahis, 3 guns, and a Squadron of Cavalry, to collect supplies 
for the relief of Vellore: and after a rapid march of 80 miles he 
siu’prised a large Detachment of the enemy’s Axmy, captm-ing 
from them their camp, jn-o visions, and baggage. 

On the 23rd October the flying Brigade encamped near the 
Pass of Veracundalore, where it Avas unexpectedly attacked in the 
early morning by nearly the whole of Haidar’s Army, under liis 
licrsonal command. The Brigade, unable to hold its ground in 
the face of so poAverful an Anny, aaus forced to retreat, and 
whilst entering the Pass one of the British guns Avas taken by a 
strong body of the enemy’s Horse from a Battalion of Sepahis 

* The decoration “Sholingur” was Avoru on the Colours of the Madras 
European Regiment. 
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1781. under Colonel W.nlker, the attacked Sepaliis heiiig routed- 
“ The flank companies of the Bengal European Begiment under ” 
“ Captain Moore, at this cntical moment 'wheeled hack to enable ” 
“ the flying Sepoys to jiass to the rear, and after pouring in a ” 
“volley on the enemy, who were drag^ng off the captured gun" 
October 23rd, “ triumph, rushed forward, recovered the gun, and " 
1781. « drove the Mysorean Horse and E oot hack at the point " 

“ of the bayonet with great slaughter. In the meantime " 
“Walker’s Battalion had rallied in the rear, and advancing" 
“ boldly to the support of the Em-opeaus the entry to the Pass " 
“ was kept.”* 

" During this action the English detachment lost 317 men ; but 
the enemy admitted a loss of upwards of 3000. 

The following Order was issued by Sir Eyre Coote immediately 
after the affair : “ The brave and seasonable exertion of tlie ” 
“ Company of Bengal Grenadiers, under the command of Captain ” 
“ Moore is worthy of the highest applause and should be ever ” 
“ held in remembrance as a proof of the merit of the Company in ” 
“ particular and honom-ablc to the coi’ps they belong to.” 

Although this affair at Vemcundalore dejjrived the flying 
Brigade of its camp and baggage, it hail the effect of causing 
Haidar Ali to raise the siege of Vellore just as its garrison was 
reduced to one day’s supply. On the 3rd of November Coote, 
having collected a supply of grain to relieve the distress of the 
garrison, advanced by rapid marches on Y ellore, but on his approach 
Haidar’s beleaguering Army struck enmp and retii-ed across the 
river, when the much-needed provisions were safely delivered to 
the starving garrison. 

Next day Coote, having relieved YeUore, commenced his march 
Ifovember 4th, towards Madras, but, as he was crossing a morass, he was 
1781. attacked by Haidax-'s Army, one Column pxressing on his 
i-ear, and one in front. The advanced-guard of our Army, com- 
posed of the Grenadiers of H.M. 73rd and the Bengal and Madras 

* Historic Records, Madras European Regiment. 
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the* onciny in fnmt, and ihon ailordcd cover 17S 
to the tnain body nf mtr iroopH, who. oxtricalincc lln'insolvcs from 
tlic MY.nnp. fonned np on firm jrronnd, and drove tlic enemy 
I'cfore thorn, on whom they infiicted c(insidorahle loi^s, darkncf^s 
alone jneventino us- from foilowinjr tip onr sticeess. 

In Man-li. ]7.''L\a French Heel arrived oil’ I’ondieherry with 
IiOno h'reneh soldiers; these troops, disemharkiiifr tit Porto Novo, 
marched. nntler M.ile I’lissy, to Citddtdore. at this time 'garrisoned 
by a smtdl body of onr Septdiis, wlio surrendered to tlic French. 

A junction was now fonned between the French and Haidar Ali's 
forces, who held a strong position eoveriiiLr PoiuHcdierry. Stip]dies 
for tint united -Vrinit's of the enemy bein|X o))iained from theArnce 
district, Fir Kyre ('ooti* rmidc a nipid advtinec ttiwtirds the Fortress 
of that ntmie.iuriv in;r under its walls on .hine Isl ; and on the fol- 
.laae 1st.— 'Jail, lowinir thiy Iltiidar's whole Army siuhlenly appeared. 

1 osj. liavinjr niadeti bireed mareliof -I’l miles. .'V battle ensued- 

dtirine: which the Grenatliers of II. M. 7l5rd ami the Bengal and 
Mtidnts Knrojieatis. engaged Lully's French Corps, eaptnring from 
them one gun and eleven tumbrils. The enemy was rcjmlsed 
with considerable loss, and Sir Kyre Coi)te, the next day, issued 
the following Genend Order: — 

“■The Commandcr-in-Chief returns his mo.«t .sincere thank.sto”^ 
“the -\rmy f<ir their animated and steady conduct yesterday.'* 
“Such was the eminently spirited behaviour of the whole, that'* 

“he has it not in his power to jioint out the superior merit of* 

“ .any one corj)s." 

The war against. Haidar AH was now continued with varying 
success'. The enemy’s Irregular Cavalry had so scoured the 
(uiuntry that all the croji.s were destroyed and the villagc.s burnt t 
onr troops being unable, in eonsefiuencc, to produce proper pro- 
visions, nr even the bare nece.esaric.s of life. 

The state of the Madras Presidency in 1782-83 is desci'ibcd by 
an eye-Avitnes.s as having been apjialling. The countiy bereft of 
the control of the British, ]awlc.«.s mnraudcr.s carrying on their 
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1782. ilcpreilationK witliout check, the finances at the lowc.st ehh, and 
the pay of the Madras Army many months in arrears — all were 
%vaiting for money and eupiilies from Ikmgal ; whilst a terrible 
famine made dreadful havoc amongst the jieojde, depopulating a 
large part of the Carnatic. The streets of ^^ladras were covered 
with starved “ wretches, many of whom were dead, and othens ” 
■“ W’crc dying; the vultures, the jiariah dogs, jackalls, and ci-ow.s 
•“ often seen eating the bodies before life was extinct,” 

About this time a fleet arrived from Bengal, laden with grain, 
so urgently rccpilrcd by the starving Inhabitants; but it was, 
unfortunately, wrecked on the ^Madras coa.st, the ships being 
caught at night in a monsoon gale, and da.shed upon the shyre. 

It is estimated that U 2 )wards of 10,000 of the inhabitants of 
the town of Madras ^icrished from starvation. 

On the 1st of July Sir Eyre Cootc moved to Wandiwash, 
Avhere he met Haidiir iUi ; and terms of jieace were in course of 
July 1st, arrangement, when Haidar suddenly broke ofl“ negotiations 

1782, -withdrew his vakeels — the Biltish Army returning 
to Madras, 

Soon afterwards Sir Eyre Goote was forced, by ill-health, to 
hand over command of the Army to General James Stuart — who 
had resumed his Military duties — Coote inoceeding to Bengal to 
arrange with the Governor-General for the means of continuing 
33 cceml 3 cr 7 t\i, the war.“ During his absence Haidar Ali died ; his son, 
1782. Tijipoo Sahib, succeeding to the command of his Army, 
now in full inarch to the eastward. 

During the early part of 1783 the British Army, under Stuart, 
Si'ebrnaiy, marched towards Wandiwash, and offered battle to Tijipoo’s 

1783. Army, but they refused to fight, when the following General 
Order was jmblished to the Army : — 

* Sir Eyre Coote returned to Mndriis in 1783, but the General died two 
days after landing. His body was conveyed to England and interred on 
the 14th September, 1784, at the church of Eockburne, in Hanipsliire. His 
loss caused unfeigned sorrow to the whole Army, especially to the Bengal 
European Battalion. 
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“ It 1 != Hupjiosotl tliilt the enemy, who would not stand to fight, ” 178 
IVlirnary l.'itli, “ "'ill endeavour in :t <*owiirdly manner to annoy the ” 

“ Army in tiin next mureli; perlmjis they may throw ” 

‘‘ some, distant eannon-shot and rockets as usual. The General " 

“ will give five pagoduhs for every roeket-hoy taken by the ’’ 

“ Hanking parlies.” 

On the 21st April Stuart eommcnced his march towards 
A)tril. Ouddalore, oj^posito which — .Tune -Ith — he took up a strong 

position — his right resting on the .sea and liis left on the 
adjoining hills. 

.lain' till “til. afterwards the Manpiis de Buss)' took up 

a ])osition to the south, facing the British. 

The French Army consisted of .^OtKI European Infantry, 
o.'tDI) ('allVes .and Sopahis. with 2t)00 Cavalry and 3000 Infantry 
<if Tippoo’s Army. 

The English Army had llSiiO Europeans, 8000 Sepahis, and 
1000 Xative Cavalry. 

The first assault on the enemy's position was delivered on the 
I'Jth dune, on which oeeasi<tn a strong detachment of our Army 
was sent to drive the French from a fortified hill commanding 
<inr left fiatdc ; and if this attack .«lundd succeed, its Commander 
.tune liiili, 0) hoist a black flag, on seeing which Colonel (after- 

1788. wards Jjonl) Catheart with a Battalion formed of the 
Grenadier (Jomjianics of all the Eurojican Infantry Eegiments' 

Avas to adv.'ineo .and carry the gntnd battery held by the French, 
The advam^ed jiarty succeeded and the flag was shewn ; when the 
(irenadier Battalion advanced, but the ditch was found to be full 
of water and strongly stockaded, so that it Avas impossible to carry 
the battery, and the Grcnadier.s Avere repulsed AA'ith lieaAy loss. 
General Stvtart noAV f)rdorcd them to attempt to turn the enemy's 
flank by getting to the rear of the French entrenchments; but 
the Avholc groAUid being laid under AA'atei-, they, after Avading some 

*■ II.AI. 7!h'(], 78tli, lOlst, IlauoA'crmn Corps, Bengal and ^Indras European 
Battalions. 
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1783. hours tlirougli the mud, Avere ultimately driven back under a 
severe Artillery lire. 

Maddened with their repeated failures the Grenadiers, ha^'ing 
been joined by the Line Battalions, made a desperate charge, 
rained the enemy’s ramparts, and swept along the entire front; 
but the British troops, unable to hold all the ground which they 
bad captured, were forced back on the French grand batteiy, 
which they retained — this battery commanding the whole range 
•of the French works. The battle had now lasted all day, and 
towards evening both sides lay on their arms, 25re25ared to renew 
the fight on the next morning. The enemj^ however, retired 
•during the night, seeking the ^^rotection of the walls of Cuddalore, 
.and leaving in our hands 17 guns and 50 j)nsoners. Our loss 
•during the day was 1030 men, almost every Officer of the leading 
Division being either killed or wounded ; and it is estimated that 
the French loss was fully ecpial to thiit of the British. 

On the 14th June a French Squadron amved on the coast, and 
Admiral Hughes with 17 British shqis dropped down to prevent 
the French from landing reinforcements. ; but a squall •coming 
on, the Squadrons were sejiarated, and on the 20th the French 
Admiral succeeded in landing 1700, and on the 24th 2400, French 
soldiers from the Fleet. 

During the night of the 25th June the French, reinfoi’ccd, 
June 25 tli, made a detei-mined sortie on the English jmsition, their whole 
1783. force advancing on our trenches; but they were repulsed 
with heavy loss. Colonel Dainas and 100 French soldiers being 
made prisonei-s.* 

But provisions were scarce, and there was no food for the cattle, 
the Army being in consequence unable to change its gi’ound, or 
move its heavy guns. Eveiy thing wore a gloomy aspect Avhen, to 
July IbL joy of all, a flag of truce was unexpectedly raised by the 
1783. enemy, who announced that a French ship had just arrived 

* Amongst the prisoners taken on this occasion was a young French 
Sergeant named Bemadotte, who afterwards became a Marshal of Fnmce, and 
ultimately swayed the sceptre of Sweden, where his descendants still reign. 
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bringing tlie welcome news that peace between Grreat Britain and 1785. 
France had been concluded; so that the war against the French 
was at an end. 

Against Tippoo Sahib the war languished, and ultimately he 
sued for peace, which was obtained on the sacrifice of half the 
dominions which Haidar Ali had gained, and a payment of 
upwards of £3,000,000 sterling. 

In 1784 the 1st Bengal European Battalion returned to its own 
Presidency, having left more than half its Officers and men in 
graves on the many battle-fields where it had been engaged 
during the four 3’’ears it had served in the Carnatic War. 

The Regiment on its return to Bengal was quartered at 
January, Grhyretty, where on the 25th Jannary, 1785, it was inspected 
1785. ijy the Groi’ernor-Grcneral, Air-. Warren Hastings, who spoke 
feelingly of the “ small remains ” returned from the war, and he 
expressed liis mixed sentiments of gratitude for their valuable 
services and regret for their heavy losses. In a Gieneral Order 
of that same date His Excellency affirms that to “ the aid ” 

“ rendered bj^ the Bengal Troops, the Company’s possessions and ” 
“interests under the Presidency of Fort St. George owe their” 

■“ present existence.” 

Gold, silver, and bronze Aledals* were granted to all the 

* The late Colonel E. S. Wilson gives the following description of the 
Aledal granted under the orders of the Govern or- General in Council — 22nd 
January, 1785 — for service during the Carnatic War. 

“ On one side is an inscription in Persian of which the following is ” 

“ a translation ; — ” 

“ The courage and exertions of those valiant men by whom the name of ” 
■“Englishmen has been celebrated and exalted from Hindustan to the” 

■“ Deccan, having been established throughout the world, this has been ” 

■“ granted by the Government of Calcutta in commemoration of the excellent ” 

“ services of the brave.” 

“ In the year of the Hegira 1199 ; year of Christ 1784.” 

“ On the obverse, the figure of Britannia seated apparently on Military ” 

“ trophies and extending her right hand holding a wreath of laurel towards ” 

a Fort on which the British Colours are flying.” 
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1785. Officers and men Avho served during the Carnatic war ; and the- 
pay of all the Non-Commissioned Officers and men was, as a 
special mark of appreciation of their services, pennanently raised 
two laipees a day. 
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Dcadi of Fy7.«lJa Khau, A^awab of Kainporo — His Sons fight for the 
Succession — British undertake the Pacification of the Country — Battle of 
Boitura — Changes in the Bengal European Regiment — War declared against 
the hlarathas and their French Allies — Capture of the Fortress of Gwalior — 
The Campaign in Guzerat — ^Thc Battle of Deig — Assault and Capture of the 
Fortress of Deig — Futile attempts to Capture the Forti'css of Bhurtpore — 
llolkar leaves the Fortress and the Raja seeks Terms of Peace — Lord Lake 
pursues Holkar to the Punjaub — Sir George Barlow reverses the policy of 
Marquis Wellesley — llolkar restored to Power — Death of Lord Lake. 


N the year 1794, whilst the Conimander-in-Chief, 
Sir Robert Abercrombie, K.C.B. — wJio in the 
previous year had succeeded Lord Cornwallis in 
the Command of the Bengal Army — was on his tour 
of Inspection, disturbances occurred in Rohilkund 
which rendered necessary the interference of the Calcutta 
Council, who instructed Sir Robert Abercrombie to prepare for 
action. 

It will be remembered that at the conclusion of the first 
Rohilla War in 1774 the British troops, under Colonel Champion, 
were withdrawn from before the Fort of Patirghur, which had 
been successfully defended against the united forces of the 
Company and the King of Oude, by Fyzulla Khan, who forced 
Shuja u’d daulah to conclude a treaty with him, under the provisions 
of Avhich Fyzulla Khan obtained the valuable district of Rampore 
with an income of £40,000 i)er annum, and gained liis indepen- 
dence. 

Thus the first Rohilla War came to an end ; and for ten years 
the territory of Rampore was governed with so much judgment 

T 
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1701. and “ paternal solicitude that tlic inhabitants led a life of peace," 
“ jn-osperity, and security to which they had previously been but " 
“ little accustomed.” 

In 17513 the Nawab Fyzulla Khan died; when a dispute arose 
amongst hi.s children as to wliich should succeed to the Zamin- 
dary, Tlie rivals i-aiscd large Annies, and the fertile country of 
Kampore, which had prosjjcrcd under years of good rule, was dis- 
organized and laid waste. 

The King of Oude, Asoff u’d d.aulah, under his trc.aty with the 
British, called for their co-operation and assistance; for although 
the district of Barnjiorc under its late ruler had maintained its 
independence of Oude, the present disturbed state of the countr}' 
called for the iutcrfcrcncc of its legitimate suzerain. 

Sir Bobert Abercrombie, fortunately near at hand on his tour 
of inspection, hastily collected a force of about 10,000 men, 
amongst which was the 2nd Bengal European Begiment : and at 
the head of this Army he entered the Bampore district, proceeding 
in the direction of the city of Bni'cilly. 

When the rival Armies in the Bohilla Country found that the 
Bi'itish Government had undertaken to settle their disputes, they 
made common cause together. Their different Armies were 
amalgamated, and placed under the command of their most 
experienced General, Gulam !Muhamed, their forces mustering in 
all 25,000 men, amongst whom wore some 4,000 Cavaliy, second 
to none in India. 

On the 20th of October the rival Armies sighted each other 
near the village of Bcctura* on the plains of Bohilkund, not far 
Octo'ber 2Gth, distant from Kuti*a, where the celebrated battle against 
the Bohillns had been fought on St. George’s Day, 1774, 
when the 2nd Bengal European Begiment were engaged. 

General Abercrombie, with his Staff, in the eaily morning rode 
some miles in advance of- his Arny^ to reconnoitre the enemy’s 
position. He found them ah-eady in battle array, and preparing 

^ JBcetura was subsequently called “ Fateligunj,” or the Town of the IFar. 
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for action. Hastily returning to Ins lieadqnartcrs, he changed 1794. 
the aiTangcmcnt of his Army, which he now formed into one line, 
his rcserTCs being placed on the right. 

Xotwithstanding the extent of ground covered by the British 
line it was ont -Hanked on the right hj' the enemy, who threatened 
the 2nd Bengal European Regiment, now under Major John 
^facdonald,’* .and the two Sepahi Battalions on its Hanks. 

The engagement opened with a hca\y cannonade from both 
armies ; hut the enemy’s Cavahy, in overpowering numbers, 
threatened our Cavalry Brigade, now formed on our extreme 
right. 

Just at tins time, from some misunderstanding — which has 
never been accounted for — the Officer commanding our Cavalry 
g.avc the word “AYlieel inwards by cpiartcr ranks;” when, obe 3 ’ing 
't)ctobcr 2Gtli, the order, the utmost confusion was occasioned, increased 
1<94. Py determined charge of the enem 5 '’s Cavalry, who? 
taking advantage of the disordci*, attempted to turn the British 
right Hank. 

Our Cavalry broke headlong amongst the Native Battalion on 
the right of the British line, and, penetrating clean through them, 
po\ircd upon the 2nd Bengal European Regiment. 

The Officers commanding the Infantry Regiments had no 
choice other than to protect their men: and treating our Cavalry 
as enemies vigorousl}' defended themselves against tliis unlooked- 
for assault. At the same time the enemy’s Cavahy became inter- 
mixed with onr own, and such a scene of confusion ensued as has 
seldom, if ever, been witnessed on any field of battle, f The 
Cavahy, British as well as Rohilla, were ultimately beaten off, but 
not until a great number of the Officers and men of the 2nd Bengal 

* Aftcrw.arcls Lieutenaat-Generjil Sir John Macdonald, K.C.B. 

f Tlie Oflicer commanding the British Cavalry on this occasion, when he 
•discovered the fatal error which he had committed, fled from the field during 
the action, and succeeded in crossing the Ganges before his absence was dis- 
covered. He idtimatel}'' effected his escape, entered the French Service, and 
•was afterwards employed in the Commissariat of Napoleon's Army . — East 
India Military Calendar, Vol. III., p. 300. 
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1794. European Kegiinent, as well as of the Native Battalions, had 
been killed or wounded. 

In the meantime, seeing the confusion which this contretemps- 
had occasioned, the enemy made a most gallant and daring charge ; 
“ it is utterly impossible it could have been surpassed.” 

Gulam Muhamed had formed his regiments into a succession 
of massive wedges, about 50 deep ; and thus they moved forwards^ 
October 26 th, until they were within 500 yards of the British, when they 
1794. spread out, vastly out-flanking our line. 

The enemy appeared to despise our musketry fire, but upon 
every discharge of Artillery they threw themselves forward on 
their faces, rising immediately afterwards, and continuing their 
advance until they neared the British line ; when they made a 
desperate rush, so that all the troops were completely intermingled. 
The Eohillas were armed with spears, matchlocks, and tulwars;, 
the last of Avhich they used so effectually that for many years^ 
afterwards the attack of the enemy on this occasion was talked of 
as “ The Highland Charge.” It now became a hand-to-hand fight 
— the bayonet versus the tulwar — the Eohillas were experienced 
SAvordsinen and the British were taken at a disadvantage by 
October 26th, reason of their Cavalry having so seriously disturbed the 
1<94. equanimity of the men and created such haA'oc in their 
ranks. At length, hoAvever, the bayonet prevailed ; the Eohillas- 
gradually gaA'e ground and ultimately took to flight, Avhen they 
were hotly pursued by the British and driven across the Dugura 
river. 

Tims ended the Battle of Boetura ; the enemy, having displayed 
mai’ked braver)-, felt the superiority of our disciplined Armies,, 
and sued for peace. 

The loss on both sides was very great. Lieutenants Jollic and 
Eobertson of the Bengal European Eegiment Avere only severely 
Avounded ; but a monument on the right of the road from Eampore 
to Bareilly marks Avhere the action of Boetura aaus fought, recording 
the names of fourteen British Officers Avho fell there. 
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“ Tins jMonumciit is a large obelisk of red sandstone slabs ; it ” 
stands in a small, bnt shady enclosure which is entered by a ” 
“ l^oinan arclnvaj'. At its base on the side facing the road is ” 
•“ engraved the folloAving inscription : — ” 


Kvcctcfl 

By order ot the Governor-General in Council, 
In Memory of 

Coi.osKL Gronor. Buhuingtox, 


^Ia.tou TifO.MxVS Boi.tox, 

‘Captain .Toiin i\[AMnEY, 
laruTENANT Andkiav Cr.MMixos, 
„ John Blumeu, 

„ IVlEEIA.M lIlNKSMAN, 

„ ■\VlUAAM OUEEE, 


Caitain Nokjian Macleod, 

„ John Moudaunt, 
Jhei'tknant Ensti’ND Wells, 

,, Joseph Richaudson, 

,, y. Q. M. Biacn, 

„ Rdwakd Bakeh, 


LlELTENANT-FutCWORKEU JaMES TeLFEU, 
and the Eui-opcan and Rative Xon-commissioned Officers and Privates 
who fell, near this spot, in action against the Rohillas, 

OCTOitEi! 26 th, a.d. 1794. 


Ahmed Ali, the grandson of Fyzulla Khan, being direct suc- 
cessor, Avas granted an estate which produced a revenue of 
£100,000 ; but the rest of the rich provinces of Eohillamd passed 
into the possession of the East India Company, and have always 
-since been under the rule of the British. 

The folloAving is an extract from Genci'id Orders, dated Head- 
-tjuarters. Banks of Bedourah river, 2(?th October, 1704 : “ The ” 
■“ Commander-in-Chief has much pleasure in expressing his ” 
“ satisfaction at the good conduct of the Officers, and the brai^ery ” 
■“ of the troops in the action of yesterday against an encm}" of ” 
■“ such determined courage and of such superior force. The ” 
■“ gallantry which the whole line displayed does not leave the ” 
■“ Commander-in-Chief room to distinguish any particular corps ” 
or individuals, and he only laments the great loss which was ” 
experienced in excellent Officers and brave soldiers. The ” 


1794. 
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1701. “ Conimandcr-in-Chicf requests that the Army at large, -will”’ 
“ aecept Ills acknowledgments and thanks and to rest satisfied ” 
“ that he shall represent their imjiortant services to the Governor-’' 
“ Geneinl in Council.” 

In 171)7 the 1st Bengal European Kegiment, then under com- 
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Edward Clarke, and stationed at 
Cawnporc, formed part of the force under Sir John Shore which 
dethroned Vazir All and placed Sydaat Ali on the throne of Oude; 
and the following rear, 1798, the Kegiment again took the field 
under Sir J. Craig against Zeeman Shah who had threatened an 
inv asion of our provinces from Lahore.’' • 

Since the Bengal Euro 2 )ean Begimcnt had been raised by Clive 
at Fulta in 1756, it had been so frequently remodelled and its 
constitution altered, that a review of the diftcrent changes becomes 
necessary. 

On August 5th, 1765, the Bengal European Regiment was 
formed into three Battalions or Regiments, as they were then 
called, numbered the 1st, . 2nd, and 3rd Bengal European 
Regiments. Each Regiment was constituted of the following 
strength : — 

1 Colonel, commanding the Brigade. 

1 Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding the Regiment, 

1 Major, 36 Sergeants, 

6 Captains, 36 Coi'porals, 

1 Captain-Lieutenant, 27 Drummers, 

9 Lieutenants, 630 Privates, 

18 Ensigns, 

and consisted of 9 Companies — 2 of which were Grenadiers. 
Each Company had 1 Field-Officer or Cajitaiu, 1 Lieutenant, 
‘ 2 Ensigns, 4 Sergeants, 4 Corporals, 3 Drummers, and 70 Privates. 

All the Field-Officers commjmded Companies except the Colonel 
commanding the Brigade. 


* East India Calendar. 
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Tiic Start’ of a Ecijiiucnt consisted of : — 

O 


1 Adjutant, 

1 Quartorinaster, 

1 Surgeon, 
rt Surgeon’s Elates, 

1 Sergeant-Major, 

1 Quartermaster-Sergeant, 


1 Drill-Sergeant, 

1 Drum-lMajor, 

1 Fife-Major, 

9 I’ny-Scrgcants, 

9 Camp-Colourmen. 


On September 2Gtb, 1779, the following General Order, mate' 
rially ert'oeting the organization of the European lleginients, was 


issued': — 

“ Resolved, that the 3 Regiments of European Infantry Tinder” 
“ this Presidency he rc-fonned, and the following establishment ” 
“ and i-egulations do take i)lncc in lieu of those now in force. The ” 
“ European Infantry to he formed into 3 Regiments, each ” 
“ Regiment to he formed into two Battalions, and each Battalion ” 
“into 9 companies — ” 


“ 1 of Grenadiers,” 

“ 1 of Light Infantry,” 

“ 7 Battalion Companies,” 

“ The Cirenadier and Light Companies each to consist of ” 
“ 1 Captain, 4 Corporals,” 

“ 3 Lieutenants, 2 Drummers,” 

“4 Sergeants, 60 Privates,” 

“ The Battalion Companies of — ” 

“ 1 Captain, 

“ 2 Lieutenants, 

“ 1 Ensign, 

“■ 3 Sergeants, 


3 Corporals,” 
1 Drummer,” 
1 Fifer,” 

50 Privates.” 


“ The Staff of each Battalion to bo as follows — ” 

“ 1 Adjutant, 1 Surgeon,” 

“ 1 Quartermaster 2 Assistant-Surgeons.” 


TheBattalions numbered 550 rank and file and the total strength 
of the Company’s European Infantry in Bengal Avas 3,300 


1794. 
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179‘J. On tlic 26t.li December, 1780, it Avan ordered tliat: — 

“ Tlie three DcgimcntH of EuropcniiH he formed immediately” 
“each into one Battalion, connisting of 10 Companie«, viz,,” 
“1 Grenadier,! Light Infantn-, and 8 Battalion Companies” 
“ to he composed as follows,” 

“ 1 Grenadier Comjtany to f 1 Captain, 2 Driimmci-s,” 

“ consist of J B Lieutenants, 2 Lifers,” 

“ 1 Light Infantry Company j o Sergeants, 80 J’rivates.” 

“ to he of the same strength . . \ .1 Corporals, 


1 Caj)tain, 

“ 1 Battalion Companj’ to _ 1 Lieiitenant, 

“ consist of 2 Ensigns, 

, 4 Sergeants. 


•1 C<H7)or:ds,” 
1 Drummer,” 
1 I'ifer,” 

70 Privates,” 


And in January, 1781, the two Battalions of the 2nd and Brd 
European Eegiments were douhlcd \ip, hut the 1st Bengal Euro- 
pean Regiment temjmrarily retained its two Battalions; the 1st 
Battalion, then quartered at Fort William, was formed into five 
Companies; and the 2nd Battalion, on service in the Carnatic 
under Sir Eyre Coote, formed the remaining five Companies of 
the Regiment. 

Dining the early jiart of 1785 the comjiosition of the European 
Regiments was completely changed. The word “ Battalion ” was 
substituted for “ Regiment,” and the Beng;d European Infantry 
Avas formed into six Battalions, called 1st European Battalion, 
2nd European Battalion,” &c. 

On May 4th, 179(1, the following Genond Order was issued: — 

“ The Battalions on the pi’esent establishment to he formed ” 
“into 3 Regiments of 10 Companies each — the 1st and 5th” 
“ Battalions to form the 1st Regiment — the 2nd and 6th the ” 
“ 2nd Regiment — the 3rd and 4th the 3rd Regiment.” 

“ The Regiments to consist of 1 Grenadier, 1 Light and ” 
“ 8 Battalion Companies.” 
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[From the Official Directory, 1796.] 

FIEST BENGAL EUROPEAN REGIMENT, 

Stationed at CAWNPORE. 


BANK. 

i 

NAMES. 

BANK. 

NAMES. 

Colonel 





1 

Lieut.-Colonel 

Edward Clarke. 

55 

William Prior. 

1) 

James M. Vibert. 

55 

L. B. hlorris. 

Major 

Richard Grueber. ■ 

55 

Gregory Hickman. 


John HiUiard. 

55 

T. H. Welsh. 

•Captain ......... 

John GiUanders. 

55 

William Richards. 


Richard Walker. 

55 

William M. Watson. 

5) 

George Hardyman. i 

55 

John Morse. 

J) 

John Darby. 

55 

Thomas IWiittaker. 

?J 

James Collins. 

55 

John Sheepland. 

51 

George Ball. 

Ensign 

C. Baldock. 

11 

James Laudie. 

55 

James Dalrymple. 

•Captain-Lieut. 

Peter Burrows. 

55 

E. P. Wilson. 

Lieutenant 

Benjamin Cuthbert. 

55 

John Robertson. 

55 

Thomas Long. 

55 

Edward Clarke. 

55 

Alexander Morrison. 

55 

Edward CartuTight. 

1 

55 

James Hodgson. 

55 

C. M. Roberts. 

i 

1 

55 

Thomas Hickman. 

55 

George Maxwell. 

55 

B. L. Grenier. 

55 

— 

55 

D. V. Kevin. 

Surgeon 

Thomas Phillips. 

55 

John Leslie. 

Asst-Surgeon 

— 


Edward Allison. 

55 

— 

55 

Joseph Fletcher. 

Adjutant 

Lieut. G. Hickman. 

1 

” ! 

John Carig. 

Quartermaster 

Lieut A. Morrison. 


Facings, Buff. Lace, Silver. 
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SECOND EECIMENT EUEOPEAN INFANTEY, 

stationed at I’OKT WILLIAIM. 


BANK. 

NAMES. 

BANK. 

NAMES. 

Colonel 

Edward Rawstorue. 

Tjieutenant 

Charles Greig. 

Lieut.-Colonel . 

R. E. Roberts. 

It 

John Gillespie. 

>> 

George Mence. 

>’ 

S. Denny. 

Major 

Henry Vincent. 

ft 

Edward Parr}'. 


Thomas Edwards. 


M. Macnamara. 

Captain 

W. Kirkpatrick. 

It 

Andrew Fraser. 

ft 

J. Hutchinson. 

It 

W. E. Leadbeater. 

11 

John Wood. 

It 

J. Carruthers. 

11 

Joseph Channing. 


Anthony Greene. 

It 

W. JB. Davies. 

t1 

W. H. Hough. 

ft 

A. Grant. 

It 

John Slessor. 

11 

Robert Haldane. 

It 

Robert Swinton. 

Captain -Lieut. . 

Joseph Wade. 

Ensign 

C. Simson. 

Lieutenant 

A. Davis. 

It 

T. Wilson. 

ft 

C. Gladwin. 

ft 

T. S. Knox. 

19 

G. Robinson. 

Surgeon 

Adam Freer. 

ft 

T. IVhinyates. 

Asst. -Surgeon . 

James Robertson. 

99 

J. 0. Rock. 

Adjutant 

Lieut. M. Macnamara 

19 

9* 

John Ban’ow. 

P. Baldudn. 

Quartermaster . 

Lieut. Leadbeater. 


Facings, White. 


Lace, Silver. 
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THIRD REGIMENT EUROPEAN INFANTRY, 

Stationed at BERHAMPOEE. 


RANK. 

NAMES. 

1 

BANK. 

NAMES. 

Colonel 

Edward Ellerker. 

! 

Lieutenant 1 

Ulysses Brown. 

Patrick Scott. 

Lieut.-Colonel 

Thomas Nicliolls. 

” 

»> 

W. Duncan. 

1 

33 

Thomas Cowley.. 

Major 

E. Sandford. 

33 

John Barnes. 

3 ) 

Sir Jno. hlurray, Bt. 

33 

John McGrath. 

Captain 

William Scott. 

3 ' 

A. Saxmiarez. 

33 

Peter hlurray. 

33 

D. Robinson. 

» 

Thomas Clayton. 

♦ 3 

1 J. P. Auberry. 

33 

John Clarkson. 

33 

J. W. Pleydell. 

33 

William Preston. 

33 

H. GrifBths. 

33 

Richard Forbes. 

Ensign 

Francis Shaw. 

tl 

i T. G. Williamson. 

33 

Samuel Bate. 

Captain-Lieut. . 

John Arnold, 

33 

Hastings Dare. 

Lieutenant 

John Mouggah. 

33 

C. Darke. 

>3 

James Radcliffe. 

33 

William Casement. 

33 

D. T. Richardson. 

31 

Thomas Lowry. 

33 

Hiram Cox. 

33 

C. L. Showers. 

33 

T. Shuldham. 

33 

W. W, Kitchin. 

33 

John Towers. 

Surgeon 

Thomas Bainbiidge. 

33 

S. W. Nangrave. 

Asst.-Surgeon . 

— 

33 

H. E. Patton. 

1 

}> 

— 

33 

John Ashworth. 

Adjutant 

Lieut. D. Robinson. 

33 

33 

J. O’Halloran. 

P. Tolfrey. 

Quartermaster . 

1 

Lieut. S. W. Nangravc 


Facings, Yellow. Lace, Silver. 
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CHAXOliS IN TUB UKNGAB EUllOrKAN KKOIMENT. 


1797. lu 1797 it became the custom to call all Kegiments after tlieir 
Commancling Officer, a usage ju'cvailing in the Irregular Cavaliy 
to the present day. 

The l.st Bengal European llegiment was at this tinle com- 
manded hy Lieutenant-Colonel Edward Clarke, and was therefore 
called Clarke’s Regiment, or “ Clark ka Gora,” under which name 
it was entered in the Army List and known hy the Natives in India 
whilst the rule of the East India Company lasted. 

During this decade many General Orders were issued assimi- 
lating the dress of the European troops in the East India Company’s 
Service to that of the Royal Army ; round hat, white linen waist- 
coats and breeches, cocked hats and 2 )igtails, being strictly 
enjoined in conformity with the dress worn hy the British troops 
at home. 

In 1798 the Non-Commissioned Officers and men of the 3rd 
European Regiment were drafted into the 1st and 2nd, -which 
■were each ordered to he made up to the folloAving strength — 

1 Colonel, 10 Ensigns, 

2 Lieutenant-Colonels, 48 Sergeants, 

2 Majors, fiO Corporals, 

7 Captains, 20 Drummers and 

1 Captain-Lieutenant, Fifers, 

25 Lieutenants, 1140 Privates. 

In 1803* the 2nd European Regiment was reduced ; its Officers 
being transferred to the ne-wly-formcd “ Marine Battalion,” and 
its Non-Commissioned Officers and men being incorporated with 
the 1st European Regiment or the Artillery ; thus, in 1803, the 
Bengal European Regiment I’eturned to its original formation and 
name. 

* East India llegister. 
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m, 

During tlu'i'Mvly purl nf ISiKi flm MnrquiH ( iovci'iiui ' Imhh 

Gcnc’i-nl.lnnu’tl Ins ntlonllnn to |i(Tinnnon(ly dcMlioyiiig ilm pou'cr 
of (ho I'rcncli inul their Allicfl (lio MnnitliiiM in (hniddl liidhi, 

Ctcnonil Lnke. tiio Coinnmiidor-in*('hicf, !ii«li’in'(!»)iit( 

from the Govonior-fToncnd in Gonnril (f) iindrTlnl'i! the siihjiipidiitn 
of a powerful foreo — I'nmeli nnd Asialie — ivith v. hieh f'e/n/lin had 
obtained jvt'-'.o-sinn of tiie For!re-« fif Agni and the loillh'ed eify 
of Dclhie — the Capital of 1 lindii-taii - wh' ie oiir Allvi Miidi 
Alani. the Kmperor. v.ns held prit-onen 

The-e hostile troop:- had been oilginrdly organlfi r| by i,, 
Savoyard Ohieer named De Doijrne, and afl'T hii- v,i(hdiav,/d n 
I'renrhTnan, M. Perron, ‘■neer-eded Ut the eonimrirnl. 
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THE MATJATHA WAR. 


1803. soliciting a safe passage for liimself and family through tlie 
Company’s territories to Lucknow. 

This request was granted and Lake pushed on to Delhie^ 
Avhich lie reached on September 9th, and on the 11th fought the 
Septemlier 11th, celebrated Battle of Delhie, ending in the complete 
1803. defeat of the F rench and Maratha Armies, who suffered 

heavy loss. 

Three days after the Battle the ivliole of the French Officers 
surrendered as prisoners ; and on the 13th September the British 
Army marched into the city of Delhie, releasing the blind 
Emperor Shah Akim from his prison and placing him on the 
throne of his ancestors. 

General Lake proceeded, in command of a strong force, in 
pursuit of Holkar’ s Army. Agra was reduced — 1 8th O ctober — 1 7 6 
guns and a vast amount of treasure being captured. The Battle 
of Laswarie was fought on 1st November, and the ^Maratha 
Army completely routed, with the loss of its guns, camp, and 
treasure. 

On the 8th of November the Oommander-in-Chiefs Army 
returned to Agra, and on the 30tli the following reinforcement 
'November 30tb, joined head-quarters — the flank Companies of the 
1803. Bengal European Regiment, under Captain Thomas 

• Waguelen, and the flank Companies of three other British 
Regiments; the whole being formed into what was known as “The 
Flank Battalion” and placed under command of Major McLeod. 

The “ Flank Battalion ” formed part of a Column under Colonel 
H. White* serrt by the Corrrrnander-in-Chief oir December 21st 
jDccember 21st, 'to redrree the For-t of Gwalior, defended by a powerful 
1803. Maratha Army. 

This F ortress was knomr as the Gibraltar of the East ; as from 
its rratural strength it was held by the Native Powers to be 
impregnable. 

Colonel H, White had commanded the 2nd Battalion of the Bengal 
European Eegiment in 1801. 
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Colonel White, feelintr tlint. if he could Fue.coed in capturing jso^. 
<iWidior all Fuhordinatc FortF would apecdily Furrcndcr, deter- 
mined to eoiu'cntrate, Iuf wlmlc Ftrength on lids his first point of 
attack. 

From spies it was ascertained that the enemy defending the 
Fortress helieved that, .should the British attempt to enter the 
1own <»f Gwalior, the guns from the upjicr fortifications over- 
lianging the hnver works would render the assault of no avail. 

Tins was alsft the ojiinion of (he Commandcr-in-Ciiief, who Iiad 
instructed Colonel White to eommenee ojienitions hy securing 
the upper works of the I'ortress, and tlms make his way down to 
the town, which, doj)rived of its covering hatterics, nmst succumh: 
lint Colonel Wiiite. having ju'cviously made sevend successful 
sieges .agidnst hill Forts, elected to act mi his own responsihility, 
juid to make a night assault on the town before securing the 
Fortress above. 

Tlie main fortifications, which surround the citadel, stand on a 
very steeji Idll. .about a milc-and-a-lmlf in length by about 300 
yards aeros-s in the broadest part ; and its greatest height towards 
the north is about OoO feet. 

The night, ass.aull on the town was made on the 3rd of February, 
the walls were sealed, and a firm hold of the town obtained. 
Colonel White inuncdiatcly rcjiortcd his success to the Conmiandcr- 
in-Cidcf, and asked for reinfoi’ccmcnts, which were immediately 
dispatched. White in the meantime had erected breaching bat- 
teries within the town, and a practicable brc.ach in the upper 
fortifications was eflected ; but before the main assault was made 
the Fortress surrendered, and was occujiicd by our troops on the 
‘1th February. 

White's surmise that all the smaller strongholds would now 
j'ebruarv Itli surrender was fully justified; for the important Forts, 

1801. Gohud and Doudpore, soon tendering their submission, 
the T^Iaratha Army retreated from every part of the conquered 
provinces. 
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1801, The following copy of a General Order, issued on the lOtli of 
February, 1804, will prove how fully the Coinmander-in-Cliief 
appreciated these important services: “The Commander-in-” 
“Chief has great satisfaction in publishing his high sense of’^ 
“ the distinguished services of the detachment employed in the ” 
“ reduction of the Fortress of Gwalior, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
“ White, throughout the whole of this arduous and important ” 
“ service, which claims his Excellency’s best thanks and wannest 
“ approbation. The Commandex-in-Chief dex’ives gi-eat pleasure ” 
“ from Lieutenant-Colonel White’s report of the spirited and 
“ meritorious conduct of Major McLeod and the whole of the ” 
“ Officers and men under his command. His Excellency desii'es ” 
“ Lieutenant-Colonel White to signify to Major McLeod and ” 
“ Officers and men of the Eiu'opean Flank Companies, his ” 
“ Excellency’s cordial thanks and approbation of the spii-it and ” 
“ zeal which they manifested on the occasion, and of the checi’- ”” 
“ fulness and alacrity with which they submitted to severe labour ” 
“ and fatigue.” 


Battle of Deig. 

Diu'ing the early months of 1804 several actions were fought 
by the British troops against Scindia and his Allies. 

In October a field-force, consisting of H.M. 76th Regiment 
the Bengal Eiu’opean Regiment — under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bunxet — together with 6 Native Battalions and some Irregular 
Horse, under command of Major-Geneml Fi-aser, marched to 
subdue the strong Fortress of Deig, defended by Holkar’s power- 
ful Army. 

On the 12th of November General Fx’aser’s force encamped at 
the village of Goverdown, C, about a mile-and-a-half from the 
Fortress of Deig, and separated from it by a dee2X, unfordable 
morass. 

Eai’ly on the morning of the 13th it was seen that the enemy 
in strong force was preparing for action, having selected a 
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portion between the innrnpp, ]), and u Invgc deep artiliciul 1801. 
tatdw E. 

The onciny*!^ Cavalry wia drawn np in two large coinjract 
tliviMons to the .«mi!b of tbc tank, evidently intending to take the 
Jlritifli in Hank and rear i-hunld an attempt be made to advance 
i-onnd the moras.*-'. Oenend I'laser now jinshed forward his 
Irregular Iloilo, with four light guns, to watrh and keep in check 
NovtiiiluT i:U!i. the enemy's (Rivalry, whilst he brought his Infantry 
ISOS. ronnd the .‘-onthern end of the inoni.^s, D ; when, 
emerging on the plain to the sonth of the Fort, he found himself 
confronted Ity large masses of the enemy's Artillery and Infantry, 
opposing his advance, 

Ilehind and nnder cover of a village, (I , Finscr placed his Infantry 
in two lines, one immediately in rear of the other, II.M. Ttith 
oeenpying the centre of the rn>l line, with a t^epahi Battalion on each 
flank, and the Bengal European Begiment the centre of the second 
line, also supjiorled by a Sejiahi Battalion in the .«ame manner. 

The ac.tion commenced with a heavy cannonade from the 
enemy, their field-guns being r.inged in linos immediately in front 
of their Infantry Divisions. 

It was now found that the village, G, in front of our two 
Infantry linos was strongly held by tbe enemy ; whose Infantry, 
concealed among,?L the looj)-holcd houses, were causing ns much 
annoyance. II.^I. Ttith with the Sepahi Battalions in onr front 
line advanced, and soon succeeded in driving the enemy from their 
cover on to their main Anny on the plain beyond. The Bengal 
Euroj)ean Battalion having joined the 76th made a gallant charge 
on the enemy’s Artillery, which had been supporting their 
Infantry in the village, G, and Avas at this time pouring its grape- 
shot and shell on ojir iidvancing troops. 

To our right at the head of the morass, D, and under cover of a 
mound, II, a large body of tlie hostile troops had taken their 
position, intending to attack our right Hank, Avhilst their Oavahy 
at the head of the tank Avould attack our left. 

U 
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ISOi. Two Sepalii Battalions with four guns were sent to keep the 
enemy occupying the head of the morass in check whilst the 
Bengal European Eegiment and H.M. 76th attacked the enemy’s 
leading Batteries, which they carried, capturing their guns, and 
driving their supporting Infantry hack on their second line. 

November 13tli, Greneral Fraser now advanced, and, re-forming his 
1804. Infantry, headed a charge on the enemy’s second line of 
guns and Infantry ; but our troops had only advanced a few 2 )aces 
when he was struck by a round shot which carried off his right 
leg. Our Anny was thus at this critical moment deju-ived of the 
example and skill of this distinguished General, in whom his 
soldiers placed such well-deserved confidence.* Colonel Monson 
now assumed command of the Anny. 

The second line of the enemy’s guns was also captured after 
a severe fight ; their Infantry being driven from line to line for a 
distance of nearly two miles under the walls of their Fortress 
behind which they took refuge. 

, Our Infantry now having no enemy within its grasp, and being 
sevei’ely handled by the heavy guns on the walls of the F orti’ess, 
retired to support our Sepahi Battalions employed in heej)ing 
the enemy in check at the head of the morass, D, and support 
was sorely needed ; for it was seen that a squadron of the enemy’s 
Horse, having escaped the vigilance of our In-egular Cavalry, 
had recaptured the first range of the enemy’s guns taken by the 
76th and the Bengal European Eegiment during their , advance 
from the village, G. 

The British Eegiments now took the guns a second time, driving 
the Cavahy back on their base ; but this success was not 
achieved without loss ; the gallant British Commander being cut 
do^vn as be headed the charge. 

The Bengal European Eegiment now arrived to the succour 
of our Sepahi Battalions at the head of the morass, who had 

* General Fraser survived only a few days, he dying in the British camp 
before Deig. 
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srallrtiitly maintained their position, keeping in check vastly 180t 
superior innnbcrs of the enemy wlio brought thcii’ 12- and 18 - 
ponnders against onr light field-guns. 

On the arrival of the British reinforcements the Scjvahis, hard 
pressed by the enemy, rc-forincd, and ndth tlic aid of their Euro- 
pean conn-adcs charged forward', capturing- the mound, H, and 
driving the enemy into themomss, Djwith such precipitancy that 
his guns Vere abandoned, and secured by our victorious troops. 
Great numbers of the enemy, including two of the leading Generals 
of Holkar's army, perished in the morass, tlie remnant seeking 
cover in the Fortress. 

November IStli, third Brig.adc, which had been left in camp to 

1S04. protect our equipage and baggage, seeing that the 
enemy were retiring within the walls of their Fortress, had 
marched round the morass and now joined our troops in the field ; 
and our Irregular Cavahy also, having been relieved from their 
duty of keeping the enemy’s Horse in check, joined our Infantry, 
assisting them in clearing the field and villages of stragglers, and 
collecting the captured guns, which were sent under escort to our 
camj). Our Army now bivouacked on the field of battle, strong 
]nckcts being placed on the scvci’al mounds on the plain to the 
south of the Fortress. 

Although the Battle of Dcig lasted but a few hours, the loss of 
the enemy is stated to have been 2000 killed, including those 
drowned in the morass. Eighty-seven guns Avcrc captured by the 
British, as well as a large amount of ammunition found in 
tumbrils abandoned on the field. 

Considcrino: the numbers of the small British force our loss was 
great, 651 Officers and men being killed or wounded ; amongst 
November loth, the latter the following Officers of the Bengal European 
180-1. Kegiment, Lieutenants A. Maxton, J. Chatfield, T. 
Bryant and T. ^Icrriraan. 

In giving an account of the Battle of Dcig, Thorn, in his 
“ !Momoir of Lord Lake’s Campaigirs in India,” remarks, “ The ” 
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1804. “conduct of tlie First European Regiment under Lieutenant-”" 
“ Colonel Burnet -vvas in every way worthy of British troops. 

“ Their examjDle had the happiest effect and was emulated by all 
“ the Native troops.” 


Guzerat. 

The decoration, “ Guzerat,” was in 1830 placed on the Colours 
of the Bengal European Regiment as a reward for its services in 
the Province of Guzerat — ^Bombay Presidency — ^in 1803-4; but 
neither history, the General Orders, nor the records show that 
the Regiment took any part in that campaign.* 


* See Appendix A, Decorations. 
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Siege of the Foktress of Deig. 

Dui'ing the lust days of November aud the early part of 1801 . 

Dceember the British were encamped on the plain to 
Dccembor, 1804 . , . , 

the south of the T ortrcs.s of Dcig, uutd the camp ^yas 

moved to the west, .T, in close proximity to the Fortress. 

On the 1st December Ocncral Lake, having received the 
orders of the Supreme Government to reduce the Fortresses 
within the Burtporc territory, moved his headquarters towards 
Dcig ; instructions having been sent to Colonel Don to march from 
Agra with a battcring-tmin and a large convoy of stores, and join 
the British camp before Dcig with all pmcticable speed. 

On the loth December General Lake, having assumed com- 
mand of the British force before Dcig, and Colonel Don having 
arrived with the heavy siege-train, preparations were made for 
the attack ; Colonel Don, with his Division, taking ]iossession of 
a grove of trees, I, in front of our camp, J, which had been chosen 
as a position from which to commence our approaches. 

Our Pioneers worked with such industry that a trench 300 
yards long, with batteries at intervals, had been completed before 
sunrise on the IGth; aud on the 17th the foremost breaching- 
Dccember ICtli, battery, within 750 yards of the main or “ King’s 

1804 . llcdoubt,” A (Shah-bourj) was in a forward 

state ; this redoubt being considei’cd the most assailable point. 

South of the “ Shah-bourj,” aud at a distauce of about half-a- 
railc, was a mud Foit, B, of considerable strength, called Gopal 
Ghur, which was occupied by the enemy’s ^Matchlockmen, 
causing considerable annoyance and injury to our working parties. 

Our advanced battery mounted six 18-pounders and four 12- 
pounders ; but although a constant fire had been poured on the 
•“ Shah-bourj ” for several days only a slight impression had been 
made, and the breaches effected during the day were usually 
repaired by the enemy during the night. 

Another battery, L, no-\v erected nearer to the redoubt, was 
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December 20tli, completed during the night of the 20th, -when three of our 
1804. 18-pounders opened an enfilading fire on the “ Shah-bourj.”’ 

The enemy in the meantime had erected counter-batteries, K,. 
• judiciously placed under close cover of some lising ground near 
the walls of the Fortress; a position which could hot be I’eached 
by our guhs. 

A cross fire from the enemy’s batteries, K, necessitated our 
ei’ccting additional earthworks on the plain, M, from which oiu- 
guns soon told with effect. 

On the 23rd December a practicable breach had been effected 
December 23rd the “ Shah-bourj ” redoubt. A, and the Oommander- 
1804. in-Ohief ordered an attack at half-past 11 o'clock on 
that night. 

Three Cplumns A\'ere ordered to be fonned. The centre or 
main storming-party, under Lieutenant Colonel Macrae, consisted, 
of the flank Oomjianies of the Bengal European Begiment, H.M, 
22nd and 76th, with one complete Battalion of Sepahis. The right 
supporting Column, under Captain Kelly, was fonned of 4 Battalion 
Companies of the Bengal Eurojiean Begiment and 5 Companies of 
Sepahis. This Column was ordered to storm the enemy’s outworks- 
to the north and we.'it of the “ Shah-bouij,” and, having carried 
them, to follow the main storming-party thi’ough the breach. 

The left Column, composed of 4 Battalion Companies of the- 
Bengal European Begiment and 5 Companies of Sepahis, com- 
manded by Major Badcliffe, was ordei-ed to assault the enemy’s 
outworks to tire south and east, and, having carried them, to- 
follow the centre stoi’ming-party. 

The remainder of the British force formed a reserve, and was- 
stationed on the plain. 

The three Columns, in position before midnight, advanced 
simultaneously soon afterwards. 

The centre of Macrae’s Column found the plain under the 
December 24th breach so covered with the debris of the broken walls 
1804. that their progress in the darkness was seriously im- 
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]ie(lc(l. tlioir inoveinonl? :ilso being lininperecl by the continued 1804. 
randoia fire from (he batteries nbove and all around tbeiu. The 
right or Kelly’s and the left or JRadcliH'o’s Columns, diverging, first 
came into action, sj)ringing into the enemy’s outworks which they 
soon succeeded in capturing, forcing the enemy to seek cover 
within the Fortress, and securing the gnus, which they spiked. 

In the meantime Macrae’s Column havinc: with <;rcat difficulty 
crossed (he plain fonned up for the attack under cover of the walls 
of the Fortress: and the order to storm the breach having been 
given by Macrae a rush was made up the incline and the leading 
files, scrambling over the masses of broken masonry, gained the 
breach, when a de.'<j)cratc fight for its possession ensued. The 
first few men who forced their way through the breach were 
sabred by the enemy, but the rest of the Column quickly following 
and favoured by the darkness flocked through the breach, .and 
charging forward carried the south-west bastion of the 
“ f?hah-boinj.” The enemy’s Artillerymen showed great courage 
and determination, fighting with their tulwars against the bavo- 
nets of our soldiers ; until at last, overpowered, they lay in 
mangled heaps around their guns. 

Kelly’s and Eadclifl'e’s Columns now joined ^lacrae in the 
captured bastion ; and, having re-formed, the main walls of the 
Fortress, south and west, were :xttucked, most of the bastions 
being c.arried at the point of the bayonet. 

The British Columns now formed up inside the walls and 
steadily adv anced towards the Citadel ; but under cover of the 
darkness some of Ilolkar’s troops got round the British line, 
making a bold attempt to recapture their guns and turn them 
round on their enemy; but fortunately just .at this time the 
clouds broke and the moon shone out with great brilliancy, 
enabling the British line to return to the cajxtured bastions, 
which were .a second time wrenched from the grasp of the enemj’, 
and the guns spiked. The reserve was now employed in 
removing from the enemy’s outworks .and the “ Shah-bourj ” the 



296 


TILE BENGAL. EDROrE-VN REGLMEXT. 


THE BENGAL EUEOPEAN BEGIMENT. 

“ Clark Ka Goka.*’ 


B.\KK. 

NAMES. 

Bank in the 

ItUMAnKB. 

ItcKiinent. 

Arm 5*. 

Colonel 

Rott. Raj’ne 

8 Jan., ’01 


On Furlo. 

Lieut-Colonel 

'Willinni Scott ... 

21 April, ’00 

1 tlune, ’98 


' r.' <2 ,, 

— 

' 



Major 

TjAW Rawstone ... 

10 Aug., ‘01 




George Wilton ... 


• •• 

Invalid, Tannnh 





Establishment. 

Captain 

J. Cunningham... 

29 :May, ’00 

7 tlan., ’91) 



Samuel Kelly ... 

<lo. 

do. 



T. 11. Waguclcn 

lOAtig., ’01 

do. 



W. G. Raimer ... 

22 Aug., ’01 

do. 



George Downie... 

22 Oct., ’01 

do. 



Peter Littlejohn 

• •• 

8 Jan., ’98 



John Anderson... 

... 

do. 


Captaiu-Licut. 

Thos. Ramsay ... 

• • • 

Captn., do. 


Lieutenant ... 

II. Rlankenhagen 

2:1 April, ’07 




T. D. Broughton 

.80 Oct. ... 




Janies Sinitli 

9 Aug., ’08 




Geo. Ilanunond 

— 




John Stewart ... 

28 Oct., ’09 




George iMoore ... 

do. 




Anth. ^laxtonc... 

do. 




John Chatfield... 

do. 




Edm. Morris 

do. 




John R. Smith ... 

•S Pel)., ’00 




AVni. Hy. AVood 

29 May ... 




Jem Bnnnt 

do. 




Alex. Ilamilton... 

do. 




Riclid. Iliggott 

•1 .S-])t. ...... 


Ilnmghur Battn. 


James IMerrimau 

19 Jan., 01 




AA'illiam Home... 

10 Aug. ... 




Edm. B. Higgins 

8 April, ’02 




James Anroil ... 

22 Oct ... 




Poster AA’nlker ... 





.Sami. Corhett ... 





.Alex. Brown 




Kn'-iipi 

Tliomas AA'nbxiu 
(^h.ance 

10 Aug., ‘02 

... 

Domg duty, 
iloincd imiiie- 





di.atelv aftfr 


{mblicstioii. 

A'ljiiU nt TlH.tins K^Tn^Av. 

finArte'*' ri!A*'t< r John riirifrii-M. 

Siirj;r'‘on - John 
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captured guns, wlilcli were placed in safety on tlie plain outside ; 1804. 
whilst the} storming-Columns again advanced towards the gates of 
the citadel ; which they Avere preparing to assault, when it Avas 
found that, under the apprehension of capture, Holkar’s troops had 
December 24th, been escaping from the Fortress by the outer gates on 
1804. the north and east, and having gained the open country 

Avere hm-rying off in the direction of Bhurtpore. 

When day broke on the morning of the 24th of December, 
1804, the British Avere in full possession of the tOAvn and Fortress 
of Deig. 

Our loss amounted to 43 killed and 184 AA^ounded : amon 2 :st 
the latter being Lieutenant Merriman of the Bengal European 
Eegiment, AA'ho, although AA’^ounded in the action of the 13th 
November, Avas in command of a Company during this siege, and 
Avas thus again placed hors de combat 

The British captured 100 guns, large quantities of ammunition 
and grain, and £20,000 in specie. 

The Fortress of Deig, noAv garrisoned by our troops, Avas re- 
paired, the guns remounted, and the fortifications and outAA’^orks 
improved and strengthened ; and on the 28th December General 
December 28th, Lake commenced his advance on the Fortress of 
1804. Bhm-tpore. 

Ass.vult of Bhurtpore. 

The Baja of Bhurtpore, lately our sAvorn Ally, had been guilty 
of eA’ery kind of double-dealing. After the Battle of Delhie a 
treaty had been arranged betAveen the British and the Raja 
granting to the latter the possession of territory Avith the AueAV 
■of confirming him in his supposed attachment to the Company ; 
but notAvithstanding the obligations into AAdiich he had entered, it 
Avas soon discoA'ered that he Avas carrying on a clandestine 
correspondence Avith our enemy Holkar, Avith the object of 
arranging an alliance to extinguish the British poAver in that part 
of India. 
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enemy, expecting tlint an attempt would be made to storm the 
Jaminry 0th, breach, had retired three of their guns, with which they 
1805. enfdaded the breach on the inside. Colonel !Maitland 
charged at the head of his men, and succeeded in gaining a 
footing inside, when he and his men were killed by the enfilading 
fire. Several of the Officers and men fell in attempting to carry 
the bread), but ultimately the storming-paiTy was ordered to 
descend the walls. 

Had Colonel [Maitland collected together sufficient of his 
Column before he made tlie fir.st ascent it is pi’obable that he 
would have can-ied the breach; but he discovered his mistake 
when it was too late, and gave his life in palliation of his error. 

The three Columns were now ordered back to camp ; our loss on 
the occasion amounting to 43 Eufo])eans and 42 Sepahis killed, 
20(5 Europeans and 1(5.5 Sciiahis wounded; mnongst these latter 
being Lieutenants Wood, Hamilton, and Brown, of the Bengal 
European Begiment. 

Tlie distress of this mortifying failui'c was increased by the 
melancholy fate of many of our wounded nien ; who, being un- 
avoidably left behind, were barbai-ously mutilated by the enemy. 

On the following day, the defcudei’S having repaired the 
January lOtli, breaches, it was determined to direct our fire on the 
1805. right bastions of the Fortress; and for this purpose 
General Lake ordered additional batteries to be constructed, on 
which 2 24-pounders, 10 18-pounders, and 8 mortars Avere 
nrounted. 

On the 16th January all of tlicse guns opened a furious 
cannonade .Avith good effect, our mortars specially doing 
great execution, and dismounting several of the enemy’s 
but although our siege Artillery fired incessantly from all 
our Avorks it Avas not until the 21st January that a 
practicable breach had been effected. 

As the enemy, on account of our day and night fire, had not 
been able to repair or stockade the breach, they AA'ithdreAV their 


January 16th, 
1805. 

guns; 

January 21st, 
1805. 
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guns from the embrasures, placing them in such a position right 1805 , 
and left of the breach that should our storming-parties reach the 
summit a heavy enfilading fire -would be brought upon them 
before they could gain a footing. It -was this plan that had 
served their purpose so "well during tlie first assault. 

But General Lake determined that the second attack should 
not be delivered until our Engineers had ascertained -which part 
of the ditch coidd be most easily forded. 

This information three troopers of our Native Cavalry 
volunteered to obtain from the enemy themselves ; so, discarding 
their uniforms and donning the ordinary dress of the Natives of 
the district, they mounted their horses and galloped across the 
plain in the direction of the Fortress. It had been jireviously 
arranged that a detachment of our Sepahis should give colour to- 
the artifice by chasing and firing blank cartridges at the supposed 
fugitives, to give the enemy the impression that they were 
deserters making their escape from the British camp. 

Ai-rived under the Avails of the Fortress they surveyed the . 
breach and ascertained the best means of ascent ; then, calling to 
.Tamiary 21st, the soldiers on the Avails of the Fortress to point out 
1805, -where the ditch Avas most easily fordable, they said they 
Avere seeking the protection of Holkar’s Ai-my, AA'hich they wished 
to join ; Avhen, having obtained the required information they put 
spurs to their horses and returned to our camp. 

To enable the storming-parties to cross the ditch Avithout 
Avadins through the mud and Avater, three broad ladders Avere 
constructed, coA^ered Avith strong laths, and fitted Avith elcA^ating- 
scrcAvs and levers, so that they could be raised or depressed 
at Avill. 

All being noAv ready, the storming-party , under Colonel Macrae. 

Avas selected as folloAVS — 130 men of the 75th, 150 men of the 
76th, 100 of the Bengal European Begiment, and 50 flankers 
of the 22nd; this Column AA-as entrusted Avith storming the 
breach, and should it succeed, the remaining Europeans and three 
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Si’pnlii I'attalioii.s wci'o to follow tlicir comrades mul support the 
cscaladors. 


At t\iglit on the illst the stonning-parly moved hito the 
advanccil trenches; and our Cavalry with two batteries of fiold- 
.Arltlhny were sent in r<‘nr «if otir catnp to keep the enemy’s 
Horse in <’h{;ck. 


At A p.m., :lJnd, the stormim^-party moved out of the trenches 
\nidcr cover of fair guns. 'J'he portable bridges were eairicd 
by j)ick(’d men, ■who hud been previously exercised in the 
mode «if nsing them; the Toth and Tdth keeping up the fire 
upon the batteries above, whilst the llcngal Knrojienns and 
the il:2nd fixed the bridges, 'Phe advanced-party, reaching the 
ditch, were mortiliod to find that they had been outwitted; for 
the. enemy, having rightly conjectured the object of the trick 
vhich had been put upon them, had so dammed up the ditch 
below the ford that a (piantity of water was collected in it, so 
that the portable bridges were too short for the span, and were 
in conscqnoricc quite nscle.--s. 

One of the tallest of the Grenadiers, who sprang into the water, 
}irovcd that it was upwards of .S feet deep ; and some parlies were 
then told oil' to swim the diteh ; and Lieutenant Morris of the 
Ikmgal European lU'gimcnt, aecompanied by Lieutenant Brown 
with 12 of the Grcnadicr.s of the licgimcut, volunteered to lead the 
swiniming-party. The gallantry of Sergeant Allen, of the Grena- 
dier Company, on this occasion, should ever be i-cmombcrcd by 
the Begiinent with pride. The swimmers all plunged into the 
water, and, led by their gallant Commander, Jforris, reached tlie 
further hank of the ditch ; and they even succeeded in mounting 
np to the breach, but licrc Lieutenant ^iforris and several of Ins 
men were wounded, and the enemy having made a rush upon 
Januarv 22iicl, them before they had gained a firm footing inside the 
1805. walls, they were all hurled down the ascent. 

To carry the breach on this occasion being now found impos- 
sible, the stonning-party was ordered to return to the trenches 
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disappointed but not disheartened. Our loss on this the second. 1805. 
assault was again very severe ; for, during the unavoidable delay 
on the brink of the ditch, and during the retreat, the enemy 
poured a grape and musketry fire witli such murderous effect on 
our troops that IS Officers and 573 rank and file were either killed 
or wounded ; amongst the latter being Lieutenant Morris and 
Ensign M^atson of the Bengal European Begiment. 

On the 6th February the British camp was moved opposite to 
February Ctb, the north-east face of the Fortress, and preparations made 
1805. foi> the next assault. Our troops were at this time 
employed day and night in constructing vastly-extended outworks, 

Avith fascines and gabions, and additional batteries connected by 
chain-posts and trenches round our new ground, extending to our 
foremost batteries. 

The Officers and men of the Bengal European Regiment were 
conspicuous for their exertions in the trenches ; the Commander- 
in-Ghief, who personally supervised the siege-works, frequently 
expressing his warm thanks for the unremitting activity of the 
men in the perfomiance qf their arduous duties; and it was on one 
of these occasions that some of the men of the Regiment, apologi- 
sing to their Chief for their dirty appearance, and urging as an 
•excuse that they had not found time to change their shirts for 
several Aveeks, General Lake remarked approvingly that their 
■dirty shirts Avere an honour to the AA’^earers, shoAving that they had 
Avillingly sacrificed comfort to their duty; and his Excellency 
used frequently to address the Regiment as his OAvn “ Dirty Shirts” 

— a name Avhich has been cherished Avith pride by the Bengal Regi- 
ment ever since those days in the trenches before Bhurtpore; and 
to this day some of the handsome plate on the mess-table of the 
Royal IMunster Fusiliers Avill be seen to have been presented by 
■“ an old Dirty Shirt.” 

On the 10th of February the British Army Avas reinforced by 
a Column from the Bombay Presidency, consisting of H.M. 86th, 

'65thj and about 800 CaA’ah'y. 
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1805. The Engineers -were employed in constructing a number of . 
wicker boats, covered with leather, and a portable raft, about 100 
feet long, and 16 broad, placed on casks to serve as pontoons; and 
trenches had been made reaching to within a short distance of the 
ditch under the walls of the Fortress. Our new batteries mounted 
16. additional heavy, guns, and a large mine had been dug with 
which it was intended to blow up the counterscarp ; the dehris of 
which it was hoped would form a sloping bank up to a new breach 
which had been made immediately- above it. 

On the night of the 20th of February, 1805, all ivas ready for 
the third assault. The main-stonning party, under Colonel Don,, 
being formed by the Bengal European Eegiment, H.M. 22nd, 
75th, arid 76th Foot, supported by 3 Battalions of Sepahis. The 
left Column, consisting of H.M. 86th and 1 Sepahi Battalion, was 
appointed to storm the enemy’s trenches outside the Batteries, and 
the right Column, consisting of 300 men of H.M. 65th and two 
Battalions of Bombay Sepahis, was told off to attach and force 
the main entrance g.ate. During the evening, taking advantage 
of the absence of our working-parties from the neck of our 
approach, which abutted on the ditch, the enemy made a sally 
and^demolished a part of our works. The storming-party, at 5 a.ni.. 
first reached the approach, Avhen, finding the enemy in possession, a 
fight ensued, which resulted in our regaining our trenches, but in 
doing so several of our men were killed and wounded. A detach- 
ment of H.M. 22nd Begiment was then sent forward, who 
assisted the Bengal European Begiment in driving off the 
assailants, many of whom were bayoneted, and the rest fled. 

The storming-party proceeded on their way through thc- 
approach, but as they neared the ditch an alarm was raised that 
the enemy had placed a slow match in the mine ; thus causing a 
check in the advance. The flank Companies of PI.M. 22nd and 
a Sepahi Begiment with two 6-pounders kept up a fire of gi-ape 
on the walls and bastions, whilst the storming-party now 
attempted the assaidt. The ditch was found to be impassable on 
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foot, and in tlie darkness and confusion consequent on the alarm the 1805. 
pontoons conld not he found, hut notwithstanding this a nnmher 
of the .‘storining-party managed to cross, and seeing that the bas- 
tion on the right presented a rough appearance on its face they at 
once made an attempt to ascend it. The Grenadiers of H.M. 

22nd and the Sepahis of the 12th Regiment Native Infantry 
behaved with conspicuous gallantry on this occasion ; the colours 
Pehnmr 3 ' 20th, of the Native Regiment having been planted on the 
1805. bastion ; but there was not sufficient support to hold the 
position, and Lieutenant ]Moore of the Bengal European Regiment 
was mortally wounded. 

At this time some of the enemy’s mines which they had 
constructed close to the breach with the intention of blowing up 
the besiegers should they succeed in entering, were accidentally 
sprung, and the aperture was considerably enlarged, so there was 
still hope of the assault succeeding ; but the loss of the British 
had been xevy severe, the I'amparts above and the whole 
counter-scarp below being stremi with our killed and wounded. 
Colonel Don, commanding the storming-party, judging that 
further attempts would result in irredeemable loss, retired ufth 
his whole party to the trenches ; leaving 49 Europeans and 113 
Sepahis dead, and having 176 Europeans and 556 Sepahis 
wounded dmlng this, the third, assault. 

The next morning a general parade was ordered, at which the 
Commander-in-Ohief pointed out that the failure on the px’evious 
Februaiy 21st, ^^7 mainly due to the needless alarm in the trenches ; 

1805. pe called for volunteers for an immediate assault. 

The troops volunteered to a man; so the fom-th assault was 
ordered for 4 p.m. on that day. 

Orders were immediately given for all our heavy guns to be 
brought to bear on the right bastion, in the expectation that in its 
tottering condition, the whole structure might be brought down 
by the cannonade ; and although in this Lake was disappointed, 

• the fom-th assault was nevertheless organised. 
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1805. The storming-^iarty on this occasion consisted of the whole of 
the European force, supported by the several Battalions of 
Sc])ahis ; the coininand being confcircd on Colonel Monson. 

The Conitnandcr-in-Chicf received hearty cheers from the men 
as they advanced to the assault, and it appeared as if on this 
occasion there could be no failure. The advanced-party made for 
the ruined bastion, but to their disappointment it was found to be 
so steep that the soldiers could not cflcct an ascent. The 
assailants now attempted to foian steps with tlicir bayonets, which 
they drove into the crevices of the stone widl ; and many of the 
men ascended to a considerable height, but they were dislodged 
by various missiles hurled on them by the defenders from above. 
iSeparatc parties were now hurriedly formed and jdaced under 
selected Officers to storm any breaches that could be found 
promising a fair chance of success ; but the enemy had by this 
time gained confidence from our rci)catcd failures, and threw 
down on our soldiers large masses of masonry, flaming bales of 
cotton, pots fdlcd with gunpowder and other combustibles, which, 
bursting in the air amongst our men, caused terrible loss of life. 
After a couple of hours fruitlessly occupied in attempting to 
ascend the bastion the troops Avere again withdrawn to camp, 
Avith a loss of (if) Europeans and nO Sepaliis hilled, and 410 
Europeans and 452 Scjiahis AA'oundcd. 

In this, the fourth, assault Cajjtain Eamsay,* Lieutenant 
Hamilton, and Ensign Chance of the Bengal European Regiment 
AA'cre Avounded. 

In our attempts to carry the Fortress of Bhurtpore the British 
Army had up to date 103 Officers and 3100 rank and file either 
killed or Avounded. 

Many of the British battery guns Avere by this time bloAATi at 
the vent ; the lAien Avere suffering from AA'ant of proper proA'isions, 
and our ammunition Avas nearly exhausted. Under these circum- 

■ Captain Eamsay Commanded the Light Company of the Bengal European 
Regiment during this assault, and Avas severely AA’OUuded in the face by a 
musket-ball. 
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stances tlic siege ■was tcinporavilj’- converteJ into a blockade, and 1805. 
detaclnncnts M'ere sent off to collect supplies. 

The absolute necessity of canying the Fortress by storm -was 
still felt by all : and convoys aiTived daily at camp •with provisions, 
guns, ammunition, fascines, etc., and preparations "were made for 

’February 21sl ^Marcli lOtb, ei'ccting fresh batteries ; the old guns as soon 

1^05. they -were repaired being placed in 

position. 

The garrison, although it had resisted four of our determined 
assaults, -was by no means confident of ultimate success, and 
indeed trustworthy information had reached our camp that the 
Raja’s troops ■were deserting in lai*ge numbers, ^Yhilst others 
clamoured for peace. 

At this time intelligence having reached their camp that 
General Lake had been raised to the Peerage, the Bhurtpore Raja 
availed himself of the circumstance to send his congratulations 
to his Lordship, saying that as he was now desirous of arranging 
terms of peace he was prepared to visit our camp in person. 

Negotiations for peace were opened on Mai'ch 10th; but as 

10th April 8th, delays and prevarications ensued. Lord Lake on 

the 8th of April changed ground to the south- 
east of the Fortress, and made preparations for a renewal of 
hostilities. 

Holkar, the ally of the Bhurtpore Raja, had previously deserted 
the Fortress with his folloAvers; who, in attempting to escape, 
were roughly handled by our detachments of Cavalry sent in 
pursuit. 

On April 9th the Raja sent his Vakeel saying he was at last 
prepared to conclude terms of peace ; and, negotiations having been 
re-opened, the preliminaries were signed on April 10th; the son of 
the Raja being sent to the British camp as a hostage for the due 
■performance of the terms of the treaty. 

It was arranged that the Fortress of Deig should remain in 
British possession until our Government should be assured of the 
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A FLYING COLUMN FULSUES HOLIOVE. 


3805. .Kaja’s fidelity ; wfien it would be returned to the Native Govern- 
ment. The Raja agreed, on his part, never to enter into alliance- 
Avith any of the enemies of. the British, nor to entertain any 
European in his service ; also to jiay twenty lacs — £200,000 — ^for 
the expenses of the Avar ; and, finally, that his son should remain, 
as a hostage until the terms of the treaty should be fulfilled. 

The British camp before Bluirtpore Avas, in consequence of this 
treaty, broken up on the 21st April, 1805 ; and “ The Bengal 
Euroj)ean Regiment ” Avent into quarters at Futty Ghur. 

Holkar, after his retreat from Bhurtpore, had succeeded in 
collecting some troops, and marched in a northerly direction in 
search of plunder or conquest; and, the country being well 
stocked Avith adventurers, he soon found himself at the head of 
a numerous rabble of untrained troops, with 60 pieces of cannon, 
Avith AAdiich he marched toAvards the Punjab. Lord Lake, fearing- 
that the Seiks might be induced to join “ the Maratha Chieftain, 
October 16th assembled a flying Column, consisting of H.M. 8th and. 

1805. 25th Dragoons, tAvo Regiments of Native Cavalry, H.hl.. 
22nd Foot, and the Bengal European Regiment, AAOth tAVO Sepahi 
Battalions ; and, on the 25tli October, started in pursuit. About 
inidAvay betAveen the rivers Sutlej and Bias a portion of our 
Cavalry sighted Holka’s rearguard, pressing forAvard through the= 
veiy heart of the Punjab, AA“here they Avere closely pursued by 
Lord Lake’s flying Column. 

AmA'ed at Umritzur Holkar found that the Seik Chiefs in. 
Council unanimously determined to deny him all aid and 
countenance ; and with the object of getting rid of both the- 
Ai’inies Runjit Sing — the Maharajah of the Punjab — offered to 
inteipose in the character of a mediator. 

In the meantime Lord CornAvallis, the GoA'cmor-General — who 
had during his tenure of poAver endeavoured to bring tlie 
turbulent tribes of Central India into subjection, and thus besfoAV 
the blessings of security of property on all peace-loving in— 
liabitants — ^had died in -Bengal and AAns replaced by Sir George- 
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IV.ivlow, who, to Lord Lake’s mortification, directed him to 1B06, 
restore to Holkar the territories which had at such a sacrifice of 
life and money been wrenched from his grasp ; thus practically 
■destroying all hopes of permanent peace, and instituting a reign of 
terror and disorder.*’ 

treaty was arranged in accordance with Sir George Barlow’s 
orders, under the terms of Avhich Holkar was reinstated in 
Ins dominions; and on the 9th of January, 1809, the fljdng 
Brigade commenced its return march to Delhie, which it reached 
on the 15th of February. 

In Fehruaiy, 1807, Loi’d Lake embarked for England ; dying 
on the 21st of February in the following year. He was beloved 
by the Bengal European Begimcnt. The anniversary of his death 
was for many years observed Avith solemnity, and his memory Avas 
at all times held dear by those Officers aa’Iio had had the glorious 
privilege of serving under him in the field. 

* Thornton, in liis “ British Empire iir India” Vol. IV., p. 172, says “ What 
•“ wc have gained by our arms Ave have lost by our diplomacy, our soldiers ” 

■“ and seamen having poured out their blood in the purchase of conquests, ’’ 
to be calmly jielded up by the liberality or incompetence of our statesmen,” 
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Kxjicdition to ^^ncao iiiidfir Mnjor 'Wo'ntolpii — ^^Vnr afjaiDKt tlio Dntcli in 
Java — Major Kelly, willi a (Ictnclmient of llic llen"al Etiroj»can Kctrimeat, 
occiij)y Fort Victoria, Ainboyiin — Captain IJlankcnlmKeirH expedition to tlie 
ialand of Cci-am — His failure and death — Headquarters of tlie J’cnjnd Euro- 
pean Kefiiincnt, under Colonel Kales, embark for Andioyna — Iletum of the 
llongal European Uogiincnt to Dinapore — ^The Xcjianl War — F,xpodition 
acainst the I’indaries — “'I'lie Crand Anny” of 1817 — Change in the organi- 
wition of the IJengal European I’egiinent — Siege and Cajdtire of Burtjjorc, 
1820 — The Ist and 2nd Ilengal European Ileginuuifs arc ainnlgainated and 
become as heretofore “ the Bengal European Begiment." 

iSkuVICE IK TUB ISLAKI) OF JIaOAO. 

N June, 180f>, Lord Jlinto, then Governor-Genend 
of India, ordered an Exjiedition to be prepared for 
the defence of the Portngiicsc Settlement at Macao, 
in order to meet any attack that iniglit he made by 
the French, with whom England and Portugal wore 
at war in Europe. Major Thomtis ]M. Wcguclcn, of the Bengal 
European Begiment, was jwomoted to the local rank of Colonel, 
and placed in command of the Expedition, which consisted of 
200 men of the Beng.al Euroiican Begiment, a like number of the 
30th Foot, 100 European Artiller}', with eight 18- and four 
12-poundcr guns, two 8-inch mortars, and two field-pieces, as well 
as 650 Sepahis. 

The Expedition above detailed sailed from Bengal in August,. 
1808, and anchored in the Macao Eoads on the 20th October.. 
The duties which now devolved on Colonel Wcguelen were of a 
Political as well as a ]MilItary character, and required the utmost 
tact and delicacy. The alarm of the Chinese Government at the 
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close jA’Oxiinity of a Britisli force created complications whicli 1809. 
culminated in feelings of enmity on the part of the Chinese 
inhabitants, manifesting itself in repeated affrays and assaults ; so 
that it became necessary to strictly confine aU the troops to their 
(piarters. Trade was brought to a standstill, and every endeavour 
at explanation was rejected, the only reply being, Put your ” 

“ troops on board ship and then we will hear you.” 

To watch the proceedings of the British Exjiedition and to 
guard against surprise, a Chinese force disembarked at the 
extremity of the Island, occupying a joss-house, where -they idti- 
mately made preparations for war. 

It now became necessary for Wcguelen to determine on some 
decided . course of action, the adoption of which would prevent 
hostilities, re-open trade, restore confidence, and re-establish our 
commercial relations with China. 

Under these threatening circumstances Colonel Wegaielcn 
judiciously determined to re-embark his ' troops, carefully 
avoiding any cause for alarm to the peaceable inhabitants of 
Macao ; and this measure having been successfully accomplished 
PeLniary. the Expedition returned to Bengal, where it landed in the 
1809. middle of FebiTiaiy, 1809. 

The soldier-like demeanour of the men who formed this ex- 
pedition is beyond aU praise ; confined to their quarters, on short 
provisions, and surrounded by a hostile population, they main- 
tained that strict discipline which is as essential in peace as in 
Avar. 

The Governor-General in Council as well as the Commandei’-in- 
Chief expressed the highest satisfaction, and tendered the thanks 
of the Govermnent for “ the great prudence, discretion, Augilance,” 

“ and activity manifested ” by Colonel Weguelen and the soldiers 
under his command. The Detachment of the Bengal Em-oiAean 
Begiment i-eturned to their headquarters at Dinapore, AA'hen 
hlajor 'VYegiielen Avas aijpointed to the command of the 
Beariment. 

O 
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EXPEDITION TO JAVA. 


1810 . Expedition to Java, 1810 — 17. 

In the year 1810 events in Europe had placed the Colonial 
])ossessions of the Dutch in Java, and in the Molucca Islands, in 
the hands of the French — at this time England’s most inveterate 
foes. Lord Minto, the Governor-General of India, accordingly 
inaugurated a vigorous policy, under which he directed the 
complete conquest of these Settlements. This proposition had 
been submitted for the approval of the English Cabinet ; but, 
pending the receipt of instractions from home, Lord !Minto 
ordered that a small force .should be organized at Madras to seize 
on the Island of Amboyna — one of the group of the Molucca 
Islands — and thus at once secure a position which, if necessary, 
would form a basis for the future operations of an invading Army. 
The troops employed on this service consisted of 404 men only, 
130 of whom were selected from the ^ladras European Regi- 
ment, together with a detachment of Madras Artillery and three of 
His Majesty’s ships of war. A landing was effected without 
opposition, and after only a slight resistance the enemy — believing 
that he was opposed by an overwhelming British force — capitu- 
February 19 th, Hted, and Fort Victoria was surrendered on the 19th of 
1810 . February, 1810, to the British. 

Immediately after the conquest of Amboyna the Dutch 
Settlements depending on this Island were taken possession of by 
His Majesty’s ship “ Cornwallis,” and thus the British obtained a 
firm footing in close proximity to the enemy’s possessions. 

The objects for which the Madras detachment had been 
organized having been obtained. Lord Minto ordered that it 
should be relieved by Bengal troops, v/ho, it was intended, should 
permanently garrison the Islands. 

It was under these circumstances that in September, 1810 
September, orders were issued for a strong detachment of the Bengal 
1810 . European Regiment — then quartered at DInapore — to hold 
itself in readiness to embark for Amboyna. 
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1811. Tlic (Ictiiclmicnt cousistccl of one llmik Company and tlirco 
Battalion Companies, making in all 3(58 Officers and men; the 
M'liolc under the command of Major ICell 3 ^ 

The detachment sailed for its destination in October, 1810 ; very 
severe storms being encountered during the voyage, arid the 
transjiorts sustaining considerable injuries. 

On its arrival Major Kelly, vbo bud been promoted to a 
Lieutenant-Colonelcy, assumed command of all the forces on the 
Island by virtue of bis seniority. 

The headquarters of the Begiment and si.\ Companies bad 
been ordered to remain at Dinapore. 

A second detaclnncnt of the liegiment, under Captain Sir 
January, Thomas Kamsay, Bart., sailed in the Company’s ship 
1811. “Mentor,” for Amboyna in Jnnuavy, 1811. 

This detachment suffered greatly from malarious fever, •\vbiclv 
was raging throughout the Islands; Lieutenant-Colonel Kelly 
December, ' being amongst the Officers who succumbed to the disease 
1811. (December, 1811), when the command devolved upon 
Captain Sir Thomas Eamsay. 

Although the climate of Amboyna was anything but salubrious- 
the scenery is described as being very beautiful, exhibiting moun- 
tains thickly wooded, and valleys teeming with luxuriant verdure ;. 
numerous villages and' hamlets being dotted about, surrounded 
Avitb an abundance of rich cultivation. 

The bay is entered between two high bills, which diminish ini 
height as they approach the town. This bay stretches jibout seven 
leagues into the Island, separating it nearly into two parts ; and oni 
the north shore Fort Victoria is situated. Whilst quartered at 
Fort Victoria the duties which devolved on the Officers of the 
Begiment required much tact, judgment, courage, and vigilance 
the elements of discord amongst the Native population of the- 
Islands causing frequent disturbances. The Malays, who formed, 
a large proportion of the inhabitants, Avere lAriiversally noted for 
their peiffidy and cru6lty ; Avhilst the Chinese were distinguished 
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1814. life, the conquest of the Settlement was achieved. The views of 
the home authorities extended no further than the exiDulsion of the 
Dutch and the capture of their fortifications; after which it was 
ordered that we should A'acate the island ; but Lord Minto was of 
■opinion that such a termination to the Expedition would he 
ill-judged and mischievous. The caj^tured Forts were therefore 
garrisoned by British troops, and order was maintained by a 
properly-organized Government. 

It was under these circumstances that on the 27th of Fehruaiy, 
1812, the headquarters of the Bengal European Regiment, under 
oommand of Lieutenant-Colonel Eales, embarked at Calcutta in 
the transports “ Indiana,” “ Good Hope,” and “ Mussafer,” to 
join their comrades at Amboyna. Tlie Regiment remained in the 
Molucca Islands and at Macassar in the Isle of Celebes until early 
in April, 1817, when the Spice Islands Avere delivered over to the 
Dutch Authorities,* and the Regiment returned to Bengal, when it 
was again quartered at Dinapore. 


The Hepaul War and Expedition against the Pindaries, 

1814—1818. 

The Earl of !Moira, who succeeded Lord Minto as Governor- 
General, having landed in Calcutta in October, 1814, commenced 
liis Government by instituting a Avise and high-minded policy. 
His pi’edecessor had represented in’ strong terms the necessity of 
curbing the aggressive policy of the Ghoorkahs ; and a treaty 
had been concluded Avith the authorities at Nepaul, under the 

* Thornton, in his “History of the British Empire in India,” Vol. IV., p. 
848, 1 'emarks “the Wood and treasure expended in the capture of the Dutch 
“Settlements Avere ultimately throAvii aAvay. By the arrangements consequent ” 
■“on the general pacification of Europe these Settlements A\'ere restored” 
■“ — an additional illustration of that levity and. disregard to consequences '’ 
“Avhicli seem to be inherent in British diplomacy. The maintenance of” 
•“Java and its Dependencies Avas necessary to the safety and integrity of our” 
■“Eastern Empire, and they ought never to have been surrendered.” 
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stipulations of Avhicli they Avere bound to respect the rights of the 1814- 
Company; but the conduct of the ISiepaulese had compelled our 
GoA’ernment to dechu’e the treaty dissolved. 

The encroachments of the Ghoorkahs extended into almost all 

♦ 

the Company’s territories Avhich abutted on those of Nepaul ; and 
thus necessitated the institution of active measures, not only for 
the repression of these aggressions, but for the protection of 
those Natwe rulers AA-ho OAved allegiance to the British Govern- 
ment. 

Lord Minto, Avith the Anew of avoiding a war A\Lich the GoA crn- 
ment could ill afford, had made more than reasonable concessions- 
Without seeking any atonement for the insults which had been 
inflicted on the Company he had simply demanded that the 
Ghoorka Government should AA-ithdi-aw from the territories they 
had AAT'ongfully appropriated ; but his just demands AA-ere rejected 
Avith scorn, and the enemy prepared for Avar. 

Lord Moira noAv assembled a considerable force to maintain the 
authority of the Company, the chief command being assigned tO' ' 
Colonel David Ochterlony : whilst a force under Major-General 
J. Sullivan Word penetrated into the Ghoorka country, by the 
route of Eutswild, to prevent the transfer of the Avar to the AA-est- 
Avard.* A detachment of the Bengal European Regiment formed 
part of General Wood’s Division, t but it does not appear to have 
come into actual contact Avith the enemy. 

In 1816 the ISTepaidWar was brought to a conclusion by the 
ratification of a treaty, under the conditions of which the rights of 
the Company Avere to be respected in the future, and the territories 
AA'hich had been AATongfidly annexed were restored to the British- 

But a war of far greater importance than that Avliich had to be- 
maintained against the Ghoorkas threatened the early Administra- 
tion of Lord IMoira — ^who had since his assumption of office been 
created Marquis of Hastings. A Avar of extermination against 

^ East India X. S. Journal 1835. 

7 East India Military Calendar, Yol. I., p. 382. 
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181 G. the Pindarics formed <inc important feature in Lord ^Moira’s 
Administration, and at an carl}’ period of his government he had 
directed the attention of the Court of Directors to this snlycct, 

and solicited their instructions. The Pindarics had now become 

■ 

the pest of society ; and it was necessary not only to punish and 
•destroy them, but to overawe those powerful Native States under 
whose protection they carried on their depredations. The 
Pindarics were a clan of freebooters: but, although their condition 
was one of constant war against their neighbours, they did not 
claim to be soldier’s. Tiicy sujrported themselves by plunder and 
anurder: their victims in most cases beiim the nnoflendinff cul- 

O O 

tivators of the soil. They congregated in the Native States, 
where they formed themselves into diftcrent bands, composed of 
the outcasts of society, jrerpetrators of crimes, and escaped felons; 
any ruffian who could possess himself of a horse and sword being 
welcomed into their ranks. Their means of existence depended 
upon the amount of their spoliation ; and whenever their treasiu’y 
was exhausted an excursion against a wealthy village or group of 
villages was planned ; their councils being held in secret, their 
movements were rapid both in attack and retreat, and their sole 
■object being plunder, they obtained it in the most exi^editious 
manner, darting on their victims with velocity, and where they 
met Avith determined opposition, flying with precipitancy. 

The cruelties to Avhich the unoftending villagers Avere thus 
•subjected by these marauders Avere unsurpassed in their disregard 
for suffering. The banditti on their appearance in a village 
ffemanded instant information of the jAositlon of treasure sujAposed 
to be concealed, and any hesitation ensured the immediate 
application of some horrible torture ; the soles of the feet being 
seared Avith red-hot irons, or a bag of hot ashes tied over the face 
of the victim, Avho Avas then severely beaten on the back, forcing 
him to inhale the heated ashes; time AA’as not alloAved to the 
Avomen and children to remove their bangles from their arms and 
feet, their limbs being frequently chojAped off. Nor Avas the 
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•committal of these atrocities by the Pimhiries confined to llie men 
only; for in their excursions they -vvcrc usual!}- accompanied by 
their women, who are said to have suqtassed tlie men in raj)acity 
.and crime. 

A few lionrs stifficcd for tlie work of murder and tJieft, when 
the villages were fired and the robbers retired with their spoil to 
their homes. This accomplished, the Native Govenirnent — 
almost invariably Maratha — nnder whose pirotection the Pindarie^ 


lived, had first to be sati-slied: in some in.stance 
the booty being surrendered to them, in ot];er.- 
Lk-Iv-C demanded. 

AH externa! claims bavins: been discLammd, 


one-ionrt.}j of 
i b'^^i'.'v beriot 

the .yr/oif wa*; 
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1817. of tlie powerful Maratlia States, anti it was accordingly ordered 
by the Calcutta Council that they sliould be undertaken on a scale 
of magnitude and efficiency commensurate with the important 
services on which it was intended that our forces should be 


employed. 

The “ Grand Army,” for the complete subjection of the 
Pindarics and their patrons, -was assembled immediately after the 
rainy season in 1817, and was divided into two commands, that of 
“Bengal'” and “The Deccan;” the former Army consisting of 
12, and the latter of 24 Brigades, numbering in all close on 
100,000 men. 

The Grenadiers and Light Companies of the Bengal European 
llegimcnt again formed part of the “ European Flank Battalion,” 
with six Companies of H.M. 17th, 24th, and 59th. This Battalion, 
foiTued entirely of flankers, was said by an eye-witness to have 
been “ a magnificent Coi-ps;” and as it was composed of picked 
men from the different British Eegiments serving in Bengal the 
emulation was very great. 

“The Flank Battalion” of the “Anny of Bengal” was in the 
2nd Infantry Brigade, commanded by Colonel George Dick;. 


Octoher, 1817. 


and this Brigade marched in October, 1817, to Secundra, 
and in November was joined by the Marquis of Hastings, 


who assiuncd the chief command. 


The Army of the Peishwar showed open hostility to the British ; 
but a treaty -was entered into with Scindia and some other 
influential Maratha Chiefs, imder which their active co-operation 
against the Pindarics was promised. Although the Briti.'^h Govern- 
ment were well aware that these treaties were entered into by 
the Chiefs only to be violated should the occasion arise, yet, in 
the face of the j)owerful Army which we had assembled, it was 
calculated that in all probability their fulfilment would be a 
matter not of choice but of necessity. 

Tliis so-called “Pindaric War” was in reality the assertion of 
the. Company’s Government to paramount superiority over all 
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BENGAL EUROPEAN REGIMENT. 

‘iSlIi February, 


HANK. 



ItnMAJlKS. 


Army. ] 

Colonel 

i 

.Tolin Haves i 

28 May, 1810 

M. G. ! 
4 June, ’ll ..., 

On Furlough. 

Lieut.. Col.... 

Major 1 

Udny Yule, C.E. ' 
Edw. P. AVilson 1 
T. D. Eronghton i 

■} April, 1814 

4 June, 1818 

4 Mar., 1810 i 

! 

: 1 Juno. 1814 I 

JohnLcwisStuart 

i 1 June, 1818 


Agent for building 

Captain l 

tVin. H. Wood 

8 Sept.. 1811 

15 Dec.. '808 1 

iniblic boats 
Benares Low. 

1 

Jeremiah IJrvant 

22 Jan., ’12 

5 Sept., 'll ...1 

Judge Adv.-Genl. 

1 

.Tames Anriol ... 

0 March, ’14 

31 Ang., 13... 

, t 

Foster Walker... 

in Ang., ’15 1 

0 March, ’14 i 



Alex. Erown ... 

2 1 March, ’10 ] 

13 Ang., '15 ‘ 



Thos. Ivirchoffor [ 

8 Julv j 

8 Jan., ’10 ...| 



Thos. Watson ... . 

1 June, ’18 ...| 

1 do- 

i 


Ghas. G. Smith i 

1 August .. i 

i 8 Jan.. ’17 ,..i 


Ijfentcnanls 

George Bolton ... 

1 Jan.. ’10 ...] 

1 1 do., '18 1 


Robt. Ledlio ... ■ 

18 Ang., ’05 

Capt., do. ...' 



Win. Burroughs j 

22 Kov I 

, do. i 

Barrack blaster Gth 


i 

Metcalfe S. Hogg 

1 

11 April. ’07 i 

1 do. 

or Allahabad Div. 

i 

1 

♦ ♦ 

»» 

Joseph Orchard 

John Irwin 

Hen. P. Carlcton 
Francis Grossley 

, 3 March, ’03 \ 

15 Deo 1 

1 ’20 do 

5 Sept., ’ll ...' 

i 

I 1 

1 j 

1 

1 

i 

»> 

James Harrison 
George Wrav ... 

10 March, ’12 ' 
'2 July, ’13 ...I 

1 1 

... 1 

1 

( On Furlough 


David Rnddcll... 

31 August ...! 

1 

Asst. Hindfi Stanni 


1 

j 

Ben. Afiho 

0 hlarch, ’14 


j Prof. Coll. Fort 
William 

A.D.C.to Gen. Ashe 


Thos, .T. Coding 

1 July 



»♦ 

tt 

•Tas. Marshall ... 
Wm. Davison ... 
Hen. W. Bennett 

10 December 
do. 

13 Ang., ’15 


t 


Thos. H. Coles 

4 March, ’10 

... 

On Furlo’. 


Wm. H. Howard 

28 July 



»» 

?♦ 

»» 

Ensigns 

Adjutant ... 
Quartermstr, 

Surgeon 

Assistant do 

H 

11 

J. A. Thompson 
W. G. Beachamp 
Ghas. T. Foster 
David Birroll ... 
George Warren 

, H. P. Carlcton... 

. M. C. Hogg 

. John Stephens... 

. Wm. Duff 

1 August, ’18 
do. 

10 October ... 
20 October ... 
30 April, ’20 

1 

] 



Facings, Pompadour. Lace, Silver. 
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CO^^CLUSIOX OF TIIR ITN'DAIUK WAU. 

1818. others in India. Up to this period the i)owcrful Maratha Oliiofs 
had controlled tlie dcstinic.*? of Central India, bnt a change was 
now effected ; for after a few niontlis, during wliicli sevei-al im- 
portant victories had been gained, the l^cishwar wa.s nnr 2 )risoncr; 
Scindia wa.s, of necessity, our Ally ; the Kaja of Uagpore — who 
had opposed \i8 — was a fugitive; and the Pindarics, who were not 
even W'orthy to he called our eucinics, were driven from their 
possessions; and those who declined to follow an lionost mode of 
life were forced into the jungles, where they met with a miseinhle, 
termination to their woi'thlcss and baneful existence. The Pin- 
daric War not only cleared the country of what was a disgrace to 
all civilized governments, but, more than thi-s, it firmly established 
the su 2 )rcmacy of the Government of the East India Company 
throughout India. Although “The Flank Battalion,” of which 
the Grenadiers and the Light Comj)anics of the Bengal European 
Regiment formed a part, were not called oji to engage in more 
than guerilla warfare, the services rendered were important and 
formed a link in the chain of conquests resulting in a term of 
l^cace, security, and jiros^icrity in India, which remained unbroken 
for many years. 

At the conclusion of the ivar in 1818 “The Flank Battalion” 
marched to iVllahahad, where it Avas broken uj), and the Companies 
of the Bengal European Regiment joined their headquarters at 
Berhampore. 

In the year 1824 an important change was ordered in the con- 
stitution of the Regiment which Avas then seiiariited into two 
Regiments. 

The Officers of the Bengal European Regfmcnt Avere divided 
equally between the Uvo Regiments, but no full Colonels Avere 
appointed ; the senior Lieutenant-Colonel being termed “ Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Commandant.” A comjilete Staff Avas nominated 
to each Regiment, Avhich aa'us comjjosed of five Companies only, 
each Company consisting of 6 Sergeants, 7 Coiq^orals, and 100 
private soldiers. 



riitsT r.uuorn.vx i:i:gimi:nt. 
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FIRST EUROPEAN REGIMENT. 


“ Pi.Acsnv,'* “Romi.cuNi)" “Mv.soui;,” “ Dr.m ” 


J.nmmry 18*2.5. 


I It.iiil; tu the 

UANK. i NAMnS. ; RriJAliKB. 

ItcKlincnt. j Anny. 


Ljc>il.-Colom;l j i j 

Coiiiinrvndanl Ivhv. 1\ Wilcoii...' I Mny, '2-1 j 
I.icut. -Colonel I Thos. (lamer 11 .Inly, *iMI 
Major i.lcretniah llryant j 11 .Itily.’ -;!j 

' I 

•Cajttain j Aloi. Hrown j 21 Mar., 'ir. 

,, i elms. C. .*'iiiitli...| 1 Atip., ’18 

„ 1 llobt. lA-cllie ; 11. Tunc, ’22 

„ I .Tosojili On^lmnl i 1 .Inn., ’2 ! 

„ ! Hen. 1‘. C.ark't.in' 1 May 

Licutonnnl ! D.aviil Uuddcll 81 Aiijr., ’l.'lj 


1.. C. I 
1 .Tune, ’isj 

I 


i:l Aug., ’l.’^i 
.s ,lan., '17 
1 .Inn., *12 
27 Mar., '21 
21 May 
Captain. 

•1 .Sept., '22 


.T\idge Adv.- 
General 


On rurlougli 
Assi.stant IJin- 
dost.ancc I’rof. 
Coll. Tort \YU- 
liatn 


1 

M’m. llavison ... 

ir,.Sept,,’M 

Captain, | 





10 Sept., ’281 



W. 11. Ilowanl... 

28.Tulv, ’ir.j 

1 ! 


George AVnrron 

80 Ai.r., '20 

j * 


Charle.s Wilson.... 

IS .Tan., *22 

1 


G. A. C. .Stewart ! 

11 .Tune 

1 , 
1 



Alc.\. C. .Scott ... 

11 .Tuly, *28 




Francis Beatv ... 

do. 




i .Tames Matthie ... 

1 .Tan., ’21 

1 



[ Charles .lorden... 

27 Mnv, ’21 



Tlnsigit 

»» 

1) 

! Ilcnrj" Ca)idy ... 

11 .Tuly, ’28 

I 

! 


Jl 

?> 

Adjutant 

— 

— 

i 

1 


ijuarterm aster 





Surgeon 
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KKCOXD KUnOrKAN nEOtMBNT. 


SECOKD EUROPEAN llEGIMENT. 


“ PEAfWKV,” “ RoillECUKD,” 


“ Mvsoije,” “ DEia.” 


.Tanuary 1st, 1825. 


HANK. 

N,v^t^s. 

Hnnk in tlie 

jtr.si.u'.Ks. 

IlCRlmcnt. 

1 Army. 

Lieut. -Colonel 
Goniin.nndnnt 

IVm. IT. Perkins 

1 Alny, ’2-1 

L.-C. 

8 June, ’19 

i 

1 On Furlough 

Licut.-Colonel 

Win. II. Wood... 

do. 


On Furlough 

Major 

Captains 

Jaiuc.s Auriol 

'I'lioiuas Watson 

do. 

1 June, -IH 

8 Jan., ’16 

j First Adjutant^ 


George Bolton ... 

8 Jan. ’Ifl 

1 Jan., ’18 

j Fort William 

1 


Win. Bun'ougbs 

11 Julv, ’23 

1 Jan., ’19 

BamckMastr., 


John Irwin 

1 IMay, ’2-1 

29 iSlar., ’21 

6th or Allaha- 
bad Divan. 


J.anic.s Harrison i 

do. 

28 Feb., ’22 


Lieutenants ... 

James Mai-shall 

16 Dec., ’14 

Captain, 


If 

?» 

ri 

77 

If. "Wni. Bennett 
' J. A. Thompson 
David Birrcll ... 

John S. Pitts 

John P. Kipley... 
Win. Shortrcod 

13 Aug., ’15 

1 Aug., ’18 , 
20 Oct. 

7 Oct., ’21 

7 May, ’22 

2 July 

80 Apr., ’28 

1 ilay, ’23 


f1 

11 

TIios. Lysart 

Edw. Rushworth 
Roht. Crofton ... 

11 July, ’28 
do. 

1 May, ’24 



Ensigns 

11 

11 

11 

— 

— 



11 

Adjutant 

Quartermaster 

J. Marshall 

J. P. Ripley 

17 June, *24 
do. 



Surgeon 
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Botli Regiments wore tlie same facings and lace, viz., “ sky- 1823. 
Iblne ” and “ silver.” 

The Bengal European Regiment Avas quartered at Gliazeepore 
when the orders for its re-organization were effected; and the 
.2nd Regiment was, on its re-formation, ordered to Dinapore, 
where it remained until 1825, when it proceeded to Arracan to 
.ijuard our neAv Frontiers, as defined after tlie Burmese War of 
1824'. 

Siege and Capture of Bhurtpore. 

The Maintha, or, as it was called, the “ Pindm-ie” War had the 
■desired effect of firmly establishing the supremacy of the East 
India Company over the whole of the country south of the 
Sutlej. Peace and prosperity, such as had not hitherto been 
known, had been ensured to the inhabitants of Hindustan ; and 
millions of subjects were praising the just and decided policy 
•of Lord Hastings, which had ensured to them the previously- 
unknown blessings of security in land, home, and person. 

Budher Sing, the Raja of Bhurtpore, died in 1823, leaving no 
•direct issue. He was succeeded by his brother, Buldeo Sing, who 
:JicknoAvledged his allegiance to the Company by soliciting from 
them the Khelat of Investure. 

At this time General Sir David Ochtolony — whose name has 
•ever been associated Avith all that is honourable and just — the 
Bi’itish Resident at Mahva and Rajpootana, represented to Lord 
Amherst, the GoA'^ernor-General, that one Durjun Sal had claimed 
the throne of Bhurtpore, but that on impartial inquiry the man 
had failed to vindicate his claim, Avhich rested solely on his bare 
■■assertion that the late Raja had acknoAvledged him as his heir and 
nominated him' as his succfessor. 

Buldeo Sing Avas, therefore, formally placed on the Musnud, 
lunder the authority of the East India Company; and, at his 
request, his infant son Avas acknoAAdedged by our Government 
heir to the throne. 
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THE SECOND BHURTPOEE WAR 


1825. Or the 20th January, 1825, Bulcleo Sing died, and this infant; 
eon, in accordance with the ruling of the Calcutta Council,, 
succeeded his father. 

Durjun Sal again claimed the throne, and, although his letters- 
were couched in specious language, he by his acts set at defiance- 
the authority of his suzerain, the East India Company; and,, 
having gained over a large number of the Bhurtpore troops by 
promises of reward, attacked and seized the feebty-defended 
Forti’ess of Bhurtpore, murdered the uncle of the young Kaja,. 
took the boy prisoner, and occupied the throne in defiance of all 
remonstrances. 

As soon as it came to the knowledge of Sir David Ochtolony 
that the authority of the British had been outraged, he at once- 
ordered all available troops to move towards Bhurtpore, and issuing- 
a proclamation to the inhabitants of the country, called iij^on 
them in the name of his Govermnent to rise and vindicate thc- 
rights of their youthful Sovereign, assuring them that in so- 
doing they should have the support of the Calcutta Council. 

Lord Amherst declined to sanction or maintain the Kesident’s- 

rehnmry March, Policy; it was in vain that Ochtolony urged that if 

1825. decisive measures were not adojited to uphold British 

authority the rebellion of Durjun Sal Avould probably be pro- 
ductive of an extensive and costly war; he was instinct ed to- 
immediately countermand the mareh of our troops and reverse his- 
policy, allowing the people of Bhurtpore to fight for the succession 
and settle the dispute amongst themselves. 

Never was an official placed in a more perplexing or humiliating' 
position, but General Ochtolony acted with promptitude on the- 
instructions received from the Governor-General, and, in his 
letter of the loth April, 1825, he said, “I lose no time in’'^ 
“ communicating his Lordship’s sentiments as freely as I should ” 
“ if they had conveyed an approbation of my measures ;” but, at 
the same time, he forewarned the Government in strong terms- 
what must be the inevitable result of their weak, shortsighted 
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policy, urging upon them that “ every moment’s delay Avas ” 1825. 
“ submission to disgi-ace,” and, Avith this caution, he tendered Ids 
resignation ; but saying, at the same time, that he should be 
guilty of falsehood if he acknoAvlcdgcd any conviction of the 
incorrectness or impropriety of his actions, for he AA’as fully 
convinced that his policy, had it been folloAA'ed, AA-ould have 
speedily brought matters to an amicable and an lionoiirable 
issue.* 

Sir David Ochtolou)' died at Meerut shortly after his 
resignation; Avhen the Government of India paid tribute to his 
meraoryby issuing a notification in Avhich it AA’as set forth that “the 
“ diplomatic qualifications of Sir David Ochtolony AA'cre not less ” 

“ conspicuous than his Military talents.” 

In the month of June folloAving it became appai-ent that the 
time had arrived Avhen the Government of India must of neces- 
sity interfere in Ehurtpore affairs, or lose the little respect Avhich 
rcuAained to it. Lavge bodies of mercenary troops, many of AA’hom 
came from our oaaui districts, croAvds of Marathas, and descen- 
dants of the Pindarics, attracted by the cry of A\'ar and the hope 
of plunder, had collected together. Madhoo Sing, the brother of 
the usurper, had seized the Fortress of Deig and attenijAted to 
possess himself of Bhurtporc. The troops, A\dio depended solely on 
plunder for their sustenance, Avere not only dcA^astating the Bhurt- 
pore and neighbouring districts, but threatening to carry their 
depredations into the territory of the Company itself. The danger 
of a general Avar noAv became apparent, for there aatiS every proba- 
bility that those turbulent Princes aa’Iao had been brought to 
subjection by Lord Hastings in 1817 Avould take advantage of 
the aj)athy of the present Government, and attemjjt to regain 
their former possessions. 

Still the Calcutta Council AA’cre undecided, AA'hilst the 
Governor-General stood timidly aloof. A man AA’as AA’anted to 
lead, and fortunately such a man Avas at hand. Sir Charles 
* Letter to Secretary to GoA'crninent, 25th April, 1825. 
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1825. ^Metcalfe jicimccl an able !Minntc on the stateof affairs at Bhurtporc, 
which turned the scale and reversed Lord Ainliurst’s non-inter- 
ference policj’-. The Governor-General having the fairne.ss to 
acknowledge that his ojnnion.'^ “ had undergone some change” and 
that “a system of non-intei’fcrcncc ” “would be exposed to” 
“ signal failure.” 

•Thus it was that the boasted impregnability of the Fortress of 
Bhurtporc was to be again te-'^ted, and our Army to be allowed an 
July—Septemljer, opportunity of completing the task which it had failed 
182i). aceomjdish in 1804. 

A proclamation was now issued, denouncing the pretensions of 
the usurper Durjun Sal, and setting forth that the infant Baja, 
Avhosc succession had been sanctioned by the Company, should 
by their authority and under their pi-otection be firmly seated 
on liis throne. Sir Charles Metcalfe was appointed by the 
Government to cari-y into effect the purport of this proclamation, 
and should it be necessary he was emiiowered ^ to resort to the” 
“ measures of force.” 

Lord Combermere, the Gommander-in-Chief, assumed the 
Command of the Field force; and the Bengal European Eegiment 
■was ordered to be immediately held in readiness to inarch towards 
Bhurtporc. 

The order for the Eegiment to jiroceed on active service was 
hailed by the men Avith delight, not only on account of a natund 
desire to complete the reduction of the Fortress of Bhurtporc, 
Avhich had Avithstood our fom* successiA'e assaults in 1805, but 
cholera* and a Aurulent malarious fever had Avithin the past fcAV 

* In the burial ground at Ghazeepore may still be seen sad mementos of 
this visitation of cholera, in the long ro-sA’s of giuA^es of the men of the Bengal 
European Regiment. On one of these the following epit.aph to the memory 
of a deceased soldier may be seen : — 

I’m billeted here by death, 

Arid here I must remain ; 

AYhen the last trumpet sounds. 

I’ll rise and march again.” 

“ Erected hy his Comrades." 
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months reduced the l?ogimcnt in strength and spirits, making 182 
welcome the prosjiect of a change to a more healthy climate and 
vigorous life. 

There still remained with the 1st Bengsd Em-opean Regiment 
some of the OHieers and rank and file who had been present 
during the unsucce.ssful attempts to capture Bhurtporc in 1805. 
Tiiere had been no lack of courage on that memorable occasion, hut 
there had been failure: “Deig” was inscribed on the Regimental 
•Colour, but “ IMmrtjiorc" was remembered by its absence. Major 
Alc-vander Brown was one of those who swam the ditch with the 
•Grenadiers on 22ud January, 1805; this Officer was still with the 
Regiment — a tall, handsome man, of courage unsurpassed ; to the 
young Officers he was specially kind, ever ready to help them in 
their difficulties and .assist them with his advice. Tliere was also 
]>resent with the Regiment a man named Allan, known as “ Tinker 
Allan.” Private Allan was a regimental chameter; he was up- 
wards of six feet high, and always took the right of the Grenadier 
•Company, and no feat was too daring for him to attempt. Cap- 
tain jNIorris, who had commanded the Grenadiers at the siege of 
Bhurtpore, had been shot in the neck and his leg broken whilst 
leading the cscaladcrs across the ditch ; it was Allan who rescued 
his wounded Officer, and it may fairly be said that he saved his 
life. Allan was not a drunkai-d, but he was a u-ild, reckless fellow, 
frequently in trouble, but ever I’cady to make atonement for his 
•errors. On one occasion he had been tried by a Court-martial 
juul sentenced to be flogged. The proceedings of the Court were 
.as usual read on pamde, and Allan began to strip to receive the 
lash, when Colonel Roberts,* then commanding the Regiment, 
•called him to the front and thus addressed him : “ Private Allan,” 

■“ you have proved yourself on many occasions to be a brave and ” 

•“ g.allant soldier, and your deeds arc well known in the Regiment.” 

“I will not submit you to the disgnice of the lash. I will remit” 

* Tliis w.as tlio father of Lieutenant-General Sir F. S. lloberts, Bart., V.C., 
<G.C.B., C.I.E., of .iVfghanistan celebrity ; now Commancler-in-Chief, Madras. 
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On the 17tli Jaiuiary orders were issued by the Ooimnander-in- 
Jannary 18 th, Chief for the grand assault ; and on the following 
1826 . morning, the preparations having been completed, the 
troops commenced to occupy the trenches, so as to be in readiness 
for the contemplated attack ; the springing of the mine under the 
“ Futteh Bourj ” being the signal for a general advance. 

H.M. 14th Fegiment were appointed to lead the centre 
storining-party against the main breach; four Companies of the 
Bengal European Regiment leading the right attack, and H.M. 
o9th the left. 

One Company of the Bengal Euro^iean Regiment, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel CartAvright, joined the reserve in the trenches. 

The morning of the 18th June, 1826, Avas bright and clear. 
The enemy having leamt that the British troo 2 is had all taken 
position during the night, and finding that our trenches \revQ 
packed Avith our soldiers, anticijiated an immediate attack; the 
•“Futteh Bourj” AA'as cfoAATled AAdth the enemy's Artillery and 
Infantry, aa'Iio by signs and gestures AA^ere seen to bid defiance to 
the besiegers, Avho Avere silently aAA’aiting the signal. Exactly at 
■8 o’clock a loAv rumbling sound aatis heard ; there AA’as no smoke 
yet, but the large Bastion A\’as noticed to silently disconnect 
itself right and left from the Fortress, and for a fcAV seconds it 
seemed to oscillate Avith its human load ; aaIio uoav for the first time 
suspected they Averc over a gigantic mine. The laimbling sound 
Avas soon succeeded by a roar; aa'Iicu, in' tlie midst of flames and 
blinding smoke, the huge mass of the “ Futteh Bourj ■” rose for 
a second toAA^ards the cloudless sky, and then sjilit and crumbled 
into a million fragments, A\diich Avere scattered far and AAude. 

It Avas noAV seen that the mine had been very much overcharged, 
and the destruction dealt around had not been confined to the 
cneiny only, for several of our main assaulting-jAarty AA'ere killed 
and three of the Officers AA'Ounded. 

The stunning effect of the exjflosion of this surcharged mine 
caused a tein^iorary check in the Bi'itish advance ; but, as the dust 
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nnd .«inoko ])n.=so(l ofi' in a douse cloud, the stornicrs Avero all seen 182{?_ 
[\inwvv »^lcadily udvancinir towards the hrcacdics, unchecked by 

182(;. tijg licavy fire from those bastions which had escaped 

injury from the explosion; 14th Kegiment consjiicuously 

displaying the black or “Ko (Quarter*’ ling, on account of one of 
their comrades having been captured by the enemy in the early 
part of the siege, and harbarously nmrdered. 

The four Comjianies of the Bengal Enrojican Begimont leadings 
the right attack having to make their Avay across 200 yards of the- 
])lain, sever.d of the men fell before reaching the ditch ; on nearing 
which an order Avas received for Nos. 1 and 2 Companies to attack 
and force the .T\mgcena or Main Gate; the foi’iner under Captain 
IVilliam Davison, and the latter or No. 2 Company under 
Dicutennut George Warren. 

These Companies, carrying escalading ladders, kept close under 
the Avails of the Fort, from Avhich a constant fii'c Avas sustained,, 
fortunately passing over the heads of the escalading party. 

On reaching the gate the ladders Averc quickly placed, Imt the- 
ujuiarv IStli, fortifications being strongly defended, it at first appeared 
182G, doubtful if our men coidd overtop the Avails; but, 
scrambling, struggling, and shouldering one another, the summit 
Avas reached, but so obstinate Avas the resistance, that our loss 
Avas A’cry severe : Lieutenant Candy being mortally Avounded, and 
scA cral of our men killed and Avounded, 

The cool courage of the tAVo Officers, Davison and ^^"arron, 

Avho led the storm of the .lAmgeena Gate, is beyond all praise ; they 
having been the first to ascend the ladders, and bear the brunt of 
the assiudt. 

An entrance having been effected, a dcspeiAite struggle ensued ; 

AA’hen, the enemy haA'ing recoiled, a rapid and determined charge- 
Avas made on a four-gun Battery, Avhich coA'cred the approach of 
the main entrance into the Fortress ; the guns AA-ere soon captured, 
most of the enemy being bayoneted at their posts. In the 
ussaidt on tliis battery Lieutenant Warren Avas attacked by one of 
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182G. the tlcfciulcrg, -who, feigning <leath, sndclcnly sprang up and 
desperately Avoundcd this Ofiicer before he had time to defend 
himself; but his life was saved by Corporal Quin of his Ecgiment, 
who arrived just in time to strike the fellow to the ground. 

The .Tungeena Gate was now opened by our men from the 
Inside, and the British troojiswcrc rapidly entering ; hut such was 
the desperate nature of the attack and defence that all three 
Officers of the cscalading ))arty of the fJcngal European Kcgimcnt 
had fallen during the assault. 

In the meantime the right assault under Liientcnant-Coloncl 
Wilson with the two remaining Companies of the Bengal 
European Regiment had carried their breach in gallant style, 
Sind, clearing the hastions and ramparts of the Fortress towards 
the Jungeena Gate, joined their comrades, the united Companies 
now pushing forward towards the Citadel. 

By this time the left as well as the right esealading Columns had 
.Jamiaiy IStli, succeeded in canying all the breaches; and the enemy, being 
1826. convinced that further resistance was useless, fled-through 
those gates of the Fortress of which they still held possession : and 
at 4 p.m. the Fortress of IJhurtporc surrendered unconditionally. 

Durjun Sal with his wife and sons and 160 chosen followers 
attempted to force their way through our Cavalry, but were 
^captured and brought prisoners into our camp; when the Raja 
was sent first to the Fortress of Agra and afterwards to ^yiahabad 
to await the orders of G overnment, as to his ultimate disjjosid. 

Thus were the pretensions of the Fortress of Bhurtpore to 
impregnability annihilated; and thus was the power of the 
British, which had been shaken by the indecision of Lord 
Amherst and his Council, i-e-cstablished by the courage, self- 
. sacrifice, skill, and determination of the Army under Lord 
•Combermere. 

The Fortress of Bhurtpore was now levelled with the ground, 
.and all its defences which had sur-vived the siege were destroyed; 
.but the ever-memorable. name of Bhurtpore — which had cost the 
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Bengal Eiu’opean Regiment, during the five assaults in whieh it 182G 
had been engaged, the lives of so many of its Officers and men — 
was now added to the decorations borne b)’’ the Regiment, and 
the memory of this glorious siege is recorded on tlie Colours of 
the Royal Munster Fusiliers. 

The Companies of the Bengal European Regiment actively 
•engaged in the final storm and capture of Bhurtpore lost in killed, 

1 Lieutenant, 1 Sergeant, and 9 rank and file ; in wounded, 1 Cap- 
■tain, 1 Lieutenant, 2 Sergeants, and 38 rank and file. 

The following is a list of Officers of the Bengal European 
Regiment killed and wounded during the siege and capture of 
Bhurtpore, January 18th, 1826: — 

Captain William Davison, severely wounded. 

Lieutenant Henry Candy, killed. 

Lieutenant George Warren, severely wounded. 

In the Fortress and Outworks 133 guns and 300 “wall pieces” 
were captmed, and the loss of the enemy, as reijorted to the 
'Commander-in-Chief, Avas 4,000 men; the number of wounded 
was not knoAvn. 


The foUoAving Forts, some of great strength, surrendered on 
the approach of the British Army : — 

Brana, Weir, Kombeir, and Kama • and the expeditions against 
these garrisons huAung returned to Bhurtpore, the British Army 
remained encamped for about six AA'^ceks, during AAdiich time the 
terms of a treaty Avere being antingcd under the stipulations of 
AA'hich the young Raja Avas noAV reinstated on his throne. 

The Army before Bhurtpore broke up earty in April, Avhen the 
1st Bengal European Regiment proceeded to Agra; the 2nd 
Regiment joining them on their return from Cheduba, 
Arracan, before the close of the year. 

On the 1st January, 1830, the tAvo Regiments Avere again 


muaiy, 

1830. 


joined into one, AAdiich Avas designated as heretofore “The 
Bengal European Regiment;” but the Officers continued in 


tAvo separate cadres for promotion. 
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1831. 


In 1831 the Eegiment moved from Agra to Dinapore, and in 
1835 it proceeded to Meerat. 

On Sejitember 1st, 1838, the organisation of the Eegiment was- 
asrain altered, the followinff establishment beine- sanctioned : — 


1 Colonel, 

2 Lieutenant-Colonels, 

2 Majors, 

10 Captains, 

16 Lieutenants, 

8 Ensigns, 

2 Surgeons, 

2 Assistant-Surgeons, 

1 Sergeant-Major, 

1 Quartei-master-Sergeant 


1 Schoolmaster-Sergeant, 
1 Drum-Major, 

1 Fife-Major, 

1 Drill-Sergeant, 

1 Drill-Corporal, 

40 Sergeants, 

40 Corporals, 

20 Drummers, 

650 Privates. 
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CHAPTER XIT. 


Origin of tlie -Vfglmn Wnr, lSr>f^ — Forniafion of tlie “Army of tlie Indus” — 
Advance of the Army — 'fhc IJolnn Puss — Arrival at Quetta — March between 
Quetta and Kandahar — Sufferings of the troops and cattle — ^'fhc Kojuck Pass 
— Advance on Ohuznee — Aswinlt and Capture of Ghuznee — Advance on 
Cabul — Breaking up of the “Army of the Indus" — Continued Occupation of 
Afglnuiistan by British troops — Protest by the Amir — Dissatisfaction of tiie 
Afghan Chiefs — Attack on the Fort of Pooshut by Colonel Orchard and 
a Detachment of his Regiment — ’rhe Bengal European Regiment returns to 
India and its designation changed to the “ 1st European Bengal Light 
Infantiy” — ^The Regiment fonns part of “The Army of Reserve” — And is 
ordered to the Ilill-station of Subathoo. 


OKD !MIKTO,tliiring his Administration ns Governor- 
Gcnorul, 1817j liad turned his attention to the 
necessity of watching carefully the north-west 
frontier of India ; and with this view he dispatched 
]Mr. ^Montstuart Eljdiinstonc to Cabul on a political 
mission, which residtcd in the conclusion of a treaty with the 
Amir Shah Shujah-ul-AIulk ; under- the provisions of which that 
Prince engaged to resist the attempts of any Foreign Power to 
pass through any portion of the Afghan territory with hostile 
intentions towards the East India Company. 

After the ratification of this treaty, dissensions arose in 
Afghanistan, terminating in the dethronement and flight of Shah 
Shujah-ul-MuIk, who sought and obtained the protection of the 
Indian Government. 

Dost Mohamed ultimately succeeded to the Afghan throne ; but 
under this Prince’s rule the above-referred-to treaty was set at 
■naught. Russian intrigue Avas so rife in Persia and Afghanistan 
that Lord Aircldand — then Governor-Geireral of India — ^foUoAving 

z 
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nUSSIAN INTRIGUE IN AEGIIANISTAN. 


1837. Lord Minto’s policy, dispatched — Septcinhcr, 1837 — Captain 
Alexander Bnrnes on a Mission to Cabiil to rcjjort on the relations 
existing between the Amir and the Bnssian and Afghan Courts. 
Captain Bnrnes, on his arrival at Cabul, soon satisfied himself 
that the Amir, Dost Mahomed, was completely imdcr Russian 
influence; he further discovered that a Russian Agent, named 
Vickovich, had been deputed to Cabul by his Government with 
promises of a large annual subsidy in exchange for Dost 
Mohanied’s interest and services on Russian behalf. These 
overtures had been accepted by the Amir, who, dazzled by the 
prospect of such substantial assistance, had thrown himself com- 
jiletcly into the arms of Russia. 

Under these circumstances Captain Bnrnes returned to India, 
and, in his report — ^December 23rd, 1837 — to the Governor- 
General, he says, “ I am satisfied that much more vigorous ” 
“proceedings than the Government might wish to contemplate” 
“ are necessary to counteract Russian or Persian intrigue in this ” 
“ quarter than have been hitherto exhibited.” 

It now became apparent to Lord Auckland’s Government that 
Russia was endeavouring to work her way stealthily and surely 
towards the frontier of India ; and that if aetive measures should 
not be adopted to check her progress the result must inevitably 
be dangerous and disturbing to the peace of India ; the interests of 
Russia in Afghanist.an appearing to be i-ising in the same propor- 
tion as those of England appeared to be declining. 

The primary question to be decided by Lord Auckland’s 
Government was, whether they should allow the country on their 
north-Avest frontier to be goAmrned by an intriguing enemy, or 
Avhether they should restore Shah Shnja-ul-]\Iulk, Avho had sought 
the protection of the British, to his throne, and thus secure the 
goodAvill of a poAvei-ful Ally. 

The Government of India elected to siqjport the interests of 
'Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk ; and for this purpose a trijjle alliance Avas 
formed- betAveen the East India Company of the first jiart; the 
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^faraliju ]?niijcct, Sing of the second ; and Shah Shuja-\d-Mulk 
of the third ; the East India Company undertaking to supply 
troo))S and money ; the !Marah ja agreeing to snjjply a Contingent 
of GOOO, and an “Army of Observation ” of 10,000 men, on the 
condition that Shah Shnja-id-Mnlk would agree to acknowledge 
the right of Ennjeet Sing to the Afghan territory which he had 
annexed; and lastly Shah Shnja agreeing to protect the interests 
of the East India Compaii)', and strengthen the advancing Army, 
hy employing such Afghan troops as shoidd desire t(t further 
the cause of their dethroned Prince. ‘ 

This treat)’ Avas confirmed and ratified at Lahore in June, 1838 ; 

line October, ‘tud on the 1st of October following a ))roclamation, 

1838. setting forth the views of the Indian Government, Avas 
promulgated, in AA’hich it Avas stated that : — 

“ His Majesty Shah Shnja-ul-Mulk AA’ill enter Afghanistan ” 
“ surrounded hy his OAA’n troops, and Avill ho supported against ” 
“ foreign interference, and factious opposition hy a British ” 
“ Army. The Govcrnoi’-Gcneral confidently ho])es that the ” 
•“ .Shah Avill he speedily replaced on his throne hy his oaaui ” 
■“ subjects and adherents and AA’hcn once he shall he secured in” 
■“ jAOAver and the independence and integrity of Afghanistan ” 
■“ ostahli.shed the British Army aaIU he AvithdraAvn.” 

“ The Army of the Indus” Avas formed on a scale commensiu-atc 
Avith the important objects Avhich it Avas required to attain. 

The Bengal portion of the Army consisted of a Siege Train, 
European Horse and Foot Artillery, British and NatiA-^e Light 
Cavalry, and five Brigades of Infantry ; the fourth Brigade being 
-composed of the Bengal European Regiment (under command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Orchard, C.B.) and tAA’o Native 
R,egiments. Bombay '"supplied an Army consisting of Artillery, 
‘Cavalry, and Infantry, and the “ Poona Auxiliary Force.” 

Shah Slmja-id-klulk’s contingent aa’US composed of a troop of 
Native Horse Artillery, tAvo Regiments of Cavalry, and five of 
Infantry. 


1838, 
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ADVANCK OF TIIK “ AlIMY OF TriK TXDTrS." 


iSflS. Tn addition to the abo%'e the Marahja Ilnnjeet Sing sn])i)lied an 
“Army of .Observation” of 35,000 Seiks and a movc!d)le 
contingent of GOOO under General Ventura, a Prcnch Officer in 
the Punjauh service. 

The following is a numerical summary of the troops employed 


in the “ Army of the Indus ” : — 

Idea. 

The Bengal portion of the Army consisted of ... 0500 

The Bengal Reserve Division 4250 

The Bombay portion of the Army consisted of... 5G00 

The Scind Force, which formed the Reserve to 

the Bombay portion of the Army 3000 

Shah Shuja-ul-Mrdk’s Contingent 6000 

The Shazada’s Division, commanded by Timi'ir, 

the son of Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk 4800 

The Seik Contingent • 6000 

The Seik Army of Observation 15,000 


Total 54,150 


, The advance towards Afghanistan was made in five Column&v 
separated from each other by one day’s march ; the 4th Brigade, 
commanded by Major-General Duncan, in which was the Bengal 
European Regiment, being the last to leave Ferozpore. 

On the 29tb of December, 1838, the Army reached Bahawalporc, 
December 20tli, 229 miles from Fez‘ozi)6rc and just half-way between 

1838. station and Bhakkar ; which town is situated close 
to the river Indus, and was reached on the 24th of January, 1839. 
]Much difficulty had been experienced en route by reason of the 

January 24tb, mortality amongst the camels and draft cattle ; no less 

1839. than 28,000 camels accomizanying the force. 

Shah Shujah’s Ai’iny had in the meantime reached Bhakkar, 
and had crossed the Indus in boats about seven miles higher up 
the stream 
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Aniiir-' nt Unidnmlctd iti Si'ind<‘. fontui in nr nns!iti>;- ISilO. 

odiuHluin. lln* Conunnmlt’r-jn-C'Iiu’f in Imlin. fJoiuTnl 
Sir II. Fnm>. iinlfrcd n dotnchiijcrt nf .M'OO nicn of tho llcnfxnl 
.Vnny to join tlint of llomimy. whirli Viu; under tlie eominmid of 
<Ien('nd Sit’d. Kentie. 

'I'iie Sih Inftnttry llriutide, ioo,.tlii-r\vitli Mime (’nvttlry. Artillery, 

;'.nd .‘’'njiper.-', wn*- ordered loreinnin nt llhnkknr; nnd tliis Hripide 
—in wliieli AVn- the lleni^'n! Knropeun Keojment — \V!i>. employed 
in the eon'-trnetion of the hrid^io of hunt)' hy whieh the invndino 
Army wn*- to ero*--. the river Imht*-: nnd fnrther. the Ih ionde 
in-trneted to t;d;e po'-'^e'-^ion of the .••innil loirlreHs of Hhnkknr. 
>tiited lo hnve heen orifiinnlly hnilt hy Ah'xnnder the (tretit when 
lie itivnded Indin iti H.C. 327. 

'rhmitrh in n very ililnpidnted condition the Fortress of 
llhnkknr wotthl, if repnired nnd otirriHoned, hnve )msM“!<!-ed eon- 
>ider:dile ^tren>rth. 3'he en^tellrtted hnildino is piirturesijuely 
sitnnted on nn i'-Innd ii\ the niuldle of the river Indns. timl was at 
thin time within the territory of the Amir of Khyrpore: who 
consented, under tn-aty 23rd dnimnry, IKdlt. to hand it over to 
the llritish ('ommander. The Fort wie^ nceonlinoly tnkeit 
jiosses'^ion of on the 21hh of dunnnry, nnd the Fnp;lish llni^ raised 
tipon its nonjinrls. 

.trouinn-, Cennnnnd-in-C'hiof of the “Army of the Indus” was 

nssnnu'd hy Ijientenant-deneral Sir John Keane, and 


the Infantry of the Ilenonl Column was denominated the Isl In- 
fantry Division, and jduecd under Mnjor-General Sir W. Cotton. 
On the l.'ith of February the headquarters of the 1st Infantry 
IVl.raarv Division were established on the right hank of the Indus, 
Is-Ott. .j,n] ojj {Pq ]<itk jt, reached Shikurjiore. 

At Shikarpore the 1st Infantry Division joined Shah Shuja’s 
contingent: the advanced force munhering over l.o,0()() men. 

The invading Army wa.s now nearing the enemy's country ; 


.Alarcli, 1839. 


and Dadur, a small town in the gorge of the Bolan Pass, 
14(5 miles distant from Shikarpore, was reached on the 
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THE BOLAN PASS, 


1839 . 10th March ; hut this progress liacl been made with difficulty, for 
a desert 2(iJ miles in extent had to he crossed, and the troops 
and cattle had suffered ten-ibly from want of drinkable water. 
The suffei'ing from the heat was very great, the thermometer 
reaching 98° in the shade. Provisions also were scarce, and non- 
combatants were placed on half rations. 

The Column entered the Bolan Pass on the 16th of March, 
1839; but notwithstanding that the temperature was now con- 
siderably lower, and good water plentiful, the passage through 
the Pass is described by an Officer* of the Bengal Eurojiean 
Regiment, who was present during the march, as having the 
appearance of an Army “ retreating under every disaster; public” 
“stores and private property lying about scattered and aban-” 
“ doned in every direction.” 

The mountains on either side of the Pass are irregular and 
barren, occasional green patches of cultivation which surround 
the villages affording an agx-eeable contrast to the rugged and 
desolate appearance of the rocks. 

The distance between the hills which enclose the Pass varies 


considerably ; in some 2 >laces the valley being three to 
’ ' four miles broad, but in others, constricted, to less than a 

hundred feet ; the huge rocks rising perpendicularly on either side. 

Fortunately the jiassage of the troops was unojiposed, and the 
Force on the 26th of March reached Quetta, where the tem- 
perature was now veiy considera-bly reduced; causing as much 
suffering amongst the troops from the cold as they, had previously 
sustained from the excessive heat. Much of the baggage, 
amongst which were the blankets, had been abandoned in tiic 
Pass, so that the men’s night-covering was insufficient. The 
thennometer now ranged from 80° at 4 a.m., to 60° at 3 p.m. 
FiTiit-trces were in full blossom around, and the snow covered the, 
mountain peaks on either side of Quetta, which is 5637 feet above 
the level of the sea. 


* General George Warren. 
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On the 6th of April General Sir John Iveane established his 1839 
headquarters at Quetta, and immediately issued orders for a 
general advai\ce to Kandahar. 

The march between Quetta and Kandahar was one -of privations 
and terrible suffering ; insufficient food and the absence of water 
causing much sacrifice of life, and the miseries endured by the 
troops and cattle passes all description. The horses, numbei-s of 
which fell exhausted on the road, were goaded with lances from 
behind in the hope that they might be enabled to struggle on to 
a longed-for stream ahead. Cajitain Havelock in his narrative 
says: “Horses, alread)' half-starved for want of grain and good” 

“ grass, were throughout the day panting in all the agonies of ” 
“thirst, and in the CA’cning a few drops of water could not be” 

“ obtained even to mix with the medicines of the sick in our ” 
“hospital.” 

Under these circumstances the greatest difficulties were ex- 
perienced in transporting the hca^'y' guns ; the draft-cattle, being 
star^-ed and exhausted, were quite unequal to the task ; 
and indeed the nature of the gi’ound was such, that through 
a large portion of the defile the siege-train had to be dragged up 
and loAvered domi by manual labour. 

The road over the Kojuck Heights rises steadily for a 
distance of upwards of a mile ; and it was there that the Bengal 
European Eegiment was employed in transporting the heavy 
guns and ammunition; the Officers of the Regiment working 
with their men for four consecutive days at the drag ropes, front 
sunrise to sunset. 

The headquarters of the Army reached Kandahar on the 26th 
of April, 1839 ; but the 4th Brigade and heavy guns did not 
arrive until the 30th, when a halt, so much needed to recruit the, 
energies of the Army, was ordered. 

The Bengal Column had marched 1005 miles, under circum- 
stances of the greatest difficulty and privation ; the troops having 
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1839. endured tortures fromtlie scarcity of water;* and on t!ic arrival 
of the Army at Kandahar they had all been on half rations for 
28 days. 

The sufferings to -which the troops had been exposed are but 
inadequately :’ecordcd. Nature was well-nigh exhausted ; there 
“ was no time for the luxurious ablutions -which, under the sun ” 
“ of Central Asia, preserve the health and restore strength, no ” 
“ time to waste a single drop of the precious fluid on any bodily ” 
“ comfort, or for any purjiose but for preparing food or slaking ” 
“ a raging thirst.” f The dnift-cattle, as well as the horses, had 
perished in great numbers, and food both for man and beast was 
still insufficient. 

On the 8th of !May Shah Shuja-ul-]Mulk was installed at 
Kandahar by Lieutenant-General Keane, as Amir of 
]May, 1 9. | ^nd consequently Dost ^Mahomed was to be 

treated in the light of an usurper. 

On [May 10th, 1839, the Anny commenced its march towards 
Ghuznee, but the draft-cattle Avere so deficient in numbei's and 
strength that it Avas found impossible under the circumstances to 
carry sufficient provisions, or to advance the siege-train. To meet 
these difficulties the troops AA'cre again jfiaced on half rations, and 
the heavy guns Avere ordered to remain at Kandahar. 

The march toAvards Ghuznee did not commence under propitious 

* jMajor Hoiigh (Campaign in Afghanistan) gives the following graphic 
description of the Army reaching a rwer on the line of march. “ The moment ” 
“ the horses sa-w the Avater they made a sudden rush into the river as if mad ; ” 
“ both men and horses drank till they nearly burst themselves. Officers declare " 
“ that their tongues cleaA'ed to the roofs of their mouths ; the Avater Avas very ” 
“ brackish, Avhich induced them to drink the more. The river AA-as.three feet ” 
“ deep and more in some places, and was Aa'C or six miles off the proper road. ” 

“ Many dogs and other animals died. No Officer present ever Avitnessed such " 
“ a scene of distress.” 

f Thornton’s “ Hist. British Empire.” Vol. VL, p. 174. 

j Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk was about 60 years of age Avhen he Avas re-seated on 
his throne. He had lived under the protection of the Ea.st India Company 
for 24 years. 
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“ East India Eegister,” Januarj^, 1840. 

THE BENGAL EUROPEAN REGIMENT. 

(Right Wing.) 

•“ PlASSEY,” “ BuX^IRj” “ Guzerett,” “ Deig,” “ Bhurtpore.” 
Station Arrived 


BANK. 

1 

NAMES. j 

Bank in the j 

Eemamis. 

1 

L 

Begiment. 

Army. 

■Colonel ^ 

i\^m. Dunlop ... 

11 Feb., ’39 

22 Jan., ’34 

Q,rmr. Genl. 

Lt.-Col ■^ 

T. Orchard, C.B. j 

27 July, ’36 



Major ' 

George Warren 1 

25 Feb., ’37 

L.-C. 





23 July, ’39 


'Captain. 

Francis Beaty ...I 

2 July, ’33 


1 


James Matthie ...j 

8 Sept., ’85 

»»» 

Asst. G.G. Agent 


’ 



E. W. Frontier 

1) 

Charles Jorden,..! 

16 Dec., ’36 




Thos. Box j 

27 July, ’36 



»? 1 

A. Win. Taylor...'. 

25 Feb., ’37 

« i 


Lieut 

Charles Clark ...j 

15 Jan., ’29 

... 

On Furlo. 


John G. Gerrard j 

15 Dec., ’30 




Win. Broadfoot 

2 July, ’83 




Wm. Jas. Parker 

8 Sept., ’35 




Jno. W. Bennett 

16 Dec., '35 

... 

Sylhet Light 

7» 




Infantry 


H.T. Combe ... 

27 July, ’36 




F. S. Macmnllen i 

18 Dec., ’37 




F. Shuttlewovth 

20 July, ’38 



lusigns 

R.W.II.Fanshawe 

12 July, ’38 

12 June, ’57 



James Pattullo... 

• » 1 

11 



Roht H. Hicks.. 


26 July, ’37 



E. W. Salushnry 

1 Sept. 

11 Dec., ’37 



Geo. 0. Jacob .. 

.i 

11 



John Lambert .. 

*• 15 

11 



E. J. Boileau.... 

•• 51 

11 


1) 

Tho. W. Govdoi 

i ” 

14 Jam, ’38 



* 'Witii Shah Shnjah’s Army. 
Facings, Sky-Blue. 
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THE BENGAL EUROPEAN REGBCENT. 

(Left Wing.) 

“PuASSET,” “Buxar/’ “Guzeratt,” “ Deig.’^ 
Station ' ' ArriTed 


BANK. 

NAMES. 

Bank in the 

Bemabks. 

Eegiment. 

Army. 

Colonel 

Philip Le Fevre 

18 Dee., ’34 

18 June, ’31 

On Furlo’J 

Lieut.-Colonel 

Ab. Roberts, C.B. 

28 Sept., ’34 



Major 

J. A. Thompson 

27 Sept., ’37 



Captain 

David Birrell ... 

John P. Ripley... 

26 April, ’27 

19 June, ’31 




Wm. Shortreed... 

15 Nov., ’36 

14 Feb., ’35 


> 

1 

Thos. Lysart 

Alister Stewart... 

27 Sept., ’87 

5 Mar., ’88 

3 June 

Hydrabad 

Lieutenant 

Wm. Edm. Hay 

9 May, ’25 

Captain, 

19 July, ’37 

Brig. Major, 
Agra • 

>> 

?r 

Jas. Rath. Pond 

Fran. Harrison ... 

Bernd. Kendall... 

Douglas Seaton... 

Edward Magnay 

John Fagan 

W. K. Haslewood 

11 May, ’32 

2 May, ’33 

13 Mar., ’35 

29 July, 35 

15 Nov., ’36 

3 Jlar., '38 

10 Aug., ’38 

! 

Adjutant' to the Eegiment, ' — 



Intr. & Qr. Mr. do.- J. G. Gekrap.d. 

Surgeon do. H. GuTiiniE, M.D. 

Asst. do. ■ do. Alex. Gibbon. 

Facings, Sky-Blue. 
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circumstances, but tlicrc was now no deficiency in water, the men 1839, 
were clieerful under their privations, and though the Columns 
were surrounded by pilferers, which kept the troops 
constantly on the alert, nothing Avorthy of notice occurred 
until the Army, on the 21st Jidy, 1839, arriA'cd in the vicinity of 
Ghuznee, distant 290 miles from Kandahar, and 90 from CabuL 

A carcfid Tcconnaissmice shoAved that the Fortress of Ghuznee 
had been much under-rated, and it Avas ascertained by inspecting" 
the Avoi-ks tliat they possessed great sti*ength. Captain Thompson,, 
the Chief-Engineer Avith the Army, gh'es the folloAving descrip- 
tion of the Fortress of Ghuznec: — 

“ We Avere very much surprised to find a high rampart in ”■ 

“ good repair built on a scarped mound about thirty-five feet 
“ high, flanked by numerous toAA’crs and surrounded by a faiisse 
“ hraJ/e and a Avet-ditch. The irregular figure of the enceinte 
“ gave a good flauking-firc Avhilst the height of the citadel ” 

“ covered the interior from the commanding fire of the hills ” 

“ rendering it nugatory. In addition to this the toAA-ers at the 
“ angles had been enlarged. Screen AA-alls had been built before 
“ the gates, the ditch cleared out, and filled AA'itli AAater (stated 
“ to be unfordable) and an outAVork bxiilt on the right bank of 
“ the rh'er, so -as to command the bed of it.” “We had no 
“ battering-train, and to attack Ghuznee in form a much ” 

“ larger train Avould be required than the Amiy ever possessed.”' 

The Citadel, in itself a Fort of considerable strength, is situated 
at the top of the hill Aipon AA'hich the city and its fortifications are- 
built. 

The British force fit for duty amounted to about 8000 men, irr 
addition to Avhich Avas Shah Shuja’s Contingent of about 4000 ; 
and our Aitillery consisted of 40 guns, of which 18 were light 
field-pieces. 

To aAA-ait the arrival of our siege-train was out of the question, 
as it Avas knoAA'n that one of Dost Mahomed’s Generals had been 
sent from Cabid AA’ith a considerable force to act against the 
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1839. Ix’^iogorti, in rontnn t. with tin; ('iimniiiiuhM- of the OImziU'C 
•fiirrif-on. TIuh lioslilc for<M! nonhl not innv lin inoni tlmn nni; nr 
two lunrclics <li.wtiint *, iind it wn.** u nnittcr of impnrtiuirc that 
jKiion .dionld lit: tiikon hoforc rt*infon’i*nicnt.« could tirrivc. It 
was nndor th('.'<c* ('.irtnnuHtnnco,** that tiic (,'oiiinmndrr-in-Chit'f 
made uji his mind to carry llic Fortrcs-* hy a “I'oiz/A-dc-w/m," and 
ftir this jiurjiose he tlclcrinined on tlic I'nlltiwinj' jilan of aetinii. 
A douhle ehar;^e of powder would he placeil hy an “ c.xplosion 
jiarty ” aj^ainst the Cahid Gate of the city, and this clmrjte wa** 
to he lived at a {fiven sii^nal; the attention of the defeinhrrs 
havinjf heen jirevionsly diverted in the tippoxite diroetion hy a 
false attach. 

On the exjdosion takin;; place the storinin;i-party were to enter 
jind jiossess themselves of the Ftirtress; this plan heinj^ clahonited 
in a (ienond Order dated (ihuznee, 22nd .Inly, 18:1'.), 

The “ storming-party ” was placed under the eonnnand of 
llrigadiei’-Genenil Sale, C.B., and *‘thc advance” was orderetl to 
•consist of the ]ji<;ht Companies of 2nd. 17th, atid the 

Bengal Enrojiean Kegiments, and a Flank Company of H.M. Bllh 
Light Infantry. 

The inain Column consi.cted <if the Bengal Enrojiean Kegiment 
imder Colonel Orchard, II. M. 2nd and the remainder of the l.Sth 
Ijight Infantry formed as skirmi.^iers on the Hanks. 

H.^I. 17th Bcgiment was ordeird to form “the siipjiort and to 
“ follow the storming jiarty into the works.” 

Finally a detachment of Native Infantry Avas directed to “quit 
“ eanij) and move round the gjirdcns on the south of the town ” 
“ Avhere they will establish themselves; and about 3 a.m. ojicn ” 
“ a fire upon the place for the jiurpose of distmeting the ’ 

attention of the gandson.” 

Immediately after the explosion at the Cabul Gate “ the Chief- ’ 
“ Engineer finding the opening pi-acticahle Avill have ‘ the ’ 
“Advance’ sounded for the Column to rush on. When the ’ 
“head of the Column has passed the gateway a signal must he” 
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“ made for the Avtilleiy to turn their fire from the walls of the ” 188!). 
“ town on the Citadel.” 

At midnight — 23rd July, 1839 — the British Army was astir, 
but their allotted jmsitions were taken up in absolute silence. 

The night was stormy, and the wind so boisterous that the move- 
ments of the troops were not discovered by the enemy; and 
within the Fortress no sound was heard, all being so still that it 
was for some time suspected that the place had been evacuated. 

The detachment of Native Infantry Avhich had taken up its 
position in the gardens to the south of the town were heard t{> 
open fire in the distance, but they failed to attract much notice 
from the garrison. 

The Engineers, who foamed the “ explosion-party,” had 
silently advanced, carrying ndth them bags containing 800 lbs> 
of powdei'." 

The “ explosioia-party had not advanced laiore than a few 
hundi'ed yards when their movements were obseiwed by the- 
enemy's sentries, who immediately gave the alann, and in a few 
minutes a great number of blue-lights were bmaicd on the , tops of 
the avails of the Fortress. It now became aiaparent to the 
“ explosion-pai-ty” that the enemy did not suspect that theyliad 
any design on the gate, for the blue-h'ghts, instead of being 
thi-own into the sortie passages below, ivere held high in the air;, 
so that while lighting up the country around they afforded nr> 
guidance to the besieged, who appeared to be in ignorance that an. 
immediate attack on their Fortress was contemplated. 

The enemy were not kept long in doubt, for the “ exjjlosion- 
party '* hastened foravard amder a severe fire from the rarnjaart.sv 
and plnoiTUT the bags of powder in position, and laying the ho.se, 
thev retired under wliatever cover they could find. A mornent’.s 
sdence followed: when the chain of fire, taking it.s sexfient- 
lite course, was seen to run along the ground, and on 

^ A charge of rroin GO to IS*? lbs. or powasr is said to bs ns-xsIJj fox 
bloTrina in a gate, but the Connnander-in-Chiei gave spedal orders for a fall 
doable charge to be tsed. 
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1839 vcficliing the chiu-gc an explosion followed which blew the gate 
and some of the siuTonndinf; hnildinjis to atoms. 

There was no longer any doubt as to the intentions of the 
besiegers, and the silence which liad been enjoined on tlic troops 
was no\v broken by a succession of hearty cheers; our Artillery at 
the same time opening fire, and the Afghans hastening to their 
dxllotted positions on the ramparts. 

The Commandcr-in-Chicf now gave the order for the party 
forming the advance to push forward and secure the entrance to 
the Fortress. Tlic Light Companies made a dash for the ruins of 
the gate, but their progress was opposed by a strong force of the 
•enemy, Avho advanced outside the sortie and contested tlic 
passage. A galling musketiy and grape-fire was poured on the 
“advance party” as they charged, and their ranks were thinned 
before they reached the outer works; but after a desperate resis- 
tance the enemy were driven back amongst the ruins of the gate. 
But the passage was still hotly contested ; the Light Companies 
:again and again charging the masses, and at each charge 
■obtaining some sliglit advantage ; until the enemy fairly gave way, 
;and the “ advance-party ” with a clicer and a laish, was scrambling 
■over the ruins. 

The enemy were driven back but not dismayed; and now 
rapidly forming into two jwrtics they made a desperate onslauglit 
-on both flanks of the Advance, so that it appeared for some 
minutes doubtful if any of the men comjiosing the Light 
Companies wordd be left to hold the ground. But at this 
'•critical moment om' storming-party arrived in support, and the 
enemy Avere bayoneted in such numbers that our troops Avas 
' much imjAeded by the heaps of dead and dihris round the ruined 
gate. ■ ■ 

But this advantage had not been secured AAothout terrible. loss 
•on our side; the Avounded of the Light Comi^any of the Bengal 
European Kegiment, including its three Officers, Lieutenants 
Eroadfoot, Magnay, and HaslcAA'ood, as AveU as thirty of the rank 
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;\iul fiU\ It lioro tlint Urinudicr-Uriicr.il Sale, ^vl^o roin- 18:VX 
tiinndoil tin; “ M(»in5!i”;-|):irly " ivrcivcil n .‘•t’vcro riit in tliofacc; 
tit'tcr u'liii'li lu' had a di-^jn'mln liand-lo-liand cnconnlcr Mith Idf; 

-('m iny as tlu-y rolled lo^roilior on the ground, both fiolitiii" for 
their lives; ttntil the (Jenerrd. althotiuh luueh cxhattslcd from loss 
of hh'od. sueeeeded in wrenehin*; his enomy*;^ sword from his 
to‘!isp, and with it eleft the Aff^han’s head in two. 

The main opposition at tliejrateway having been now overcome, 
the Inigles sounded the advuneet and. as had been jwcvionsly 
ordered. H.M. 13th and ]7lh Keginients look the road to their 
right whielj lt d nnnid to the C’itadel. 

(Inr gn"'" hail for some hours been diroeled on the walls 
of the Citadel, whieh was at the top of the hill on which the, 

.Inlv LT.ril. Fortress of (ihur.nee was built t and it was hoped, by the 
time an ejitrntiee into the Fortress had been cilectcd, a 
jiraetieable breach would have Ix'en made on the. walls of the 
('itadel. so that the 13th and 17th llegimcnts might carry it by 
storm. Inside the Cabnl gjite was a large stpiarc about 15(1 
yards aeros': and commanded by houses on three sides, whilst on 
the fourth side was the Citadel, whieh wtis immediately opposite 
To the eajittired gateway. As soon ns the “ storming-jtarty " had 
reached this srpiare somi' of the enemy rushed towards the 
I'itadcl. whilst others took po.ssession of the houses; from whieh 
they continued to pour a galling lire on oiir advancing troojts. 

The route taken by the Hengul Enrojiean llegiment was 
through narrow streets, the houses on caeh side as well as those 
in tlie sejuaro being fdled with the. Afghans, who sent a mking fire 
on the llegiment as it advaneed; and, in addition to this fire, the 
streets were oeeupied by the enemy, who stoutly contested the 
.lal}’ aiird, Jinssagc of our troojis. Two hours wore oecnjiicd in thus 
1830. lighting our way through the streets of tlic town tOAvards 
the ICandtdiar gate; on each side of whieh were outAvorks onh’^ 
ajiproaehahle through a nnvroAv jvassuge, from above aa-IucIi a 
constant fire Avas kejit nj) by the enemy. In tbesc outAvorks there 
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IS.'IO. wiH an oxjionso inagaziiic, wJiirli fordmntcly liiul exploded, and 
made the cajiture of the pofsition coinpanitivelv easv. 

TJin ]k'ii^od European lieprinieiit nom turned off to the left,. 
j)a8Hinfj alonp; a Htnret whi(di led hack fowardt; the ruiiiK of tla; 
Cahul ^ate; when f^uddenly the (’olotir.^i (»f the Idth and 17tl» 
licgiinentf; were .‘■een Ilyin;:; <m the wall.« of the Citadel ahovc. 
and the enemy rn.«hin;r down the jihtpt! only eu'^cr to efleet their 
encape. Tiie Bon;'aI European ]le;;iment wa« .*'till employed in 
fore.ing it.‘< pa.«.‘-age along the .'•treet, when Major Warren, the 
.‘^ctiond in command of the Kegiment, wa.‘< .“tnick in thrcc ])lnee.-i 
and fell to the ground f<everely wounded. 

The 8eene in the centre nquare at thi.*; time is de.-crihed as 
.Inly 2!lrd, having been one of horror and confnsicm — “ Ilon-cs, many" 
1S:19. “ wounded, were running about in all directions, fighting ’’ 

“ with each other, kieddng and biting, and running rpiitc furiou.s ” 
“ at anyone they saw ; so daimeron.s had these aniinal.s hceoine" 
“that the men were (ddiged to he ordered to shoot the hoi'sc.^’’ 
“in self-defence as they endangered the lives of all, and ,])ar- '' 
“ ticnlarly of the wounded men while being carried out in'" 
“ dhoolies.” 

The Afghans became thoroughly demoi-alised, and al)andoning 
their guns fled in all directions ; throwing themselves from the 
walls into the depth below where many of them perished ; many 
others refusing quarter and nishing on the bayonets of our 
soldiers, eager to die Avhilst fighting the battle of the faith, nithcr 
than crave for mercy at the hand of the Infidel. 

Hydcr Khan, the Governor of Ghuznoc, received a bayonet- 
thrust through the waistband of his dress, and would have lost 
his life had he not surrendei-cd to Captain A. W. Taylor of the 
Bengal European Kegiment, who happened to be near at hand in 
the vxelte. 

The loss of the enemy will never be known ; but the bodies of 
upwards of 500 Afghans were found within the walls of the 
Fortress, and 1500 were taken prisoners. 
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The Bengal Euro]ican Beghnent suffered very severely in 1839. 
wounded ; but it is reinai-kable that throughout the Bi-itish Army 
:the nuiiiber of killed in the siege was very small in proportion to 
the wounded. The Bengal European Regiment had only 1 rank 
. and file killed ; whilst amongst the wounded there were Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Joseph Orchard, C.B., commanding the Regiment, 
jMajor Warren, Captains Hay and Tayler, Lieutenants Broadfoot, 
Haslewood, and Fagan, and klagnaj"^, and Ensign Jacob; with 51 
rank and file. Of these Officers, Major Warren and Lieutenant 
Haslewood were in considerable danger. 

Major Warren was Avoundcd in three places ; the upper part of 
ihis left Avrist being carried aAA’^ay by a shot, a second striking his 
left breast and passing round the surface of his chest, and a third 
•entering the upper part of his right arm, in which he had 
received a severe Avound at the capture of Bhurtpore, 1826.* 

Lieutenant HaslcAvood Avas cut down soon after the “ Advance- 
party ” had got into the Fortress; and, although he succeeded in 
shooting the first man aaLo attacked him, he was immediately 
• aftei’AA^ards smTounded by the enemy, Avho inflicted five sabre 
Avounds of great sevei'ity, the first on the head AAdiich felled him 
•to the ground ; and Avhilst in a half-conscioAAS state the Afghans 
hacked him Avith their tulAvars, cutting through his right scapula, 

: another wound crossing this, and in addition his right thigh Avas 
severed at the joint; at this critical moment a private soldier 
in Lieutenant HasleAvood’s Company, named Kelly, coming up 
just as the Afghan Avas about giving Haslewood his coup-de-grace, 
rushed to his Officer’s rescue and ran his assailant completely 
through the body -with his bayonet. From the serious nature of 
Lieutenant HasleAvood’s injuries, the surgeons did not think that 
he would recover the use of his arm or leg; but he Avas more 
fortunate than Avas anticipated, and under the skilful treatment 

* Major Warren Avas afterwards appointed by Lord Aucklaiad, ToAvn- 
IMajor of Fort William, as a special rcAvard for his services on this 
occasion. 
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1839. which he I’eccivcd he was, after a long convalescence, again fit 
for duty.* 

And noAv is a fitting time to refer to the valuable services 
rendered to the Bengal European Regiment by their inde- 
fatigable Surgeon, Dr. G. Baton ; who, though suffering from 
a jDainful illness, was ever at liis jiost, rendering, by his scientific 
experiments, inestimable benefits to both the Officers and men,, 
.who suffered as much from diseases peculiar to the country as 
from the ravages of war. 

After the storm was over, and quiet had been in some degree 
July 24 :tli, restored, the General Oommanding-in-Chief conducted his 
1839. Majesty Shah Shuja round the Fortress and Citadel; and the 
Amir expressed his astonishment at our having captured in a few 
hours the Fortress which had heretofore held the reputation of 
being impregnable. 

The Governor, Hydcr Khan, was brought before His Majesty,, 
who, at the intercession of the English Commander, spared his 
life; he being ordered to be keiit a prisoner of war, for which 
purpose he was sent to the headquarter camp and placed under 
the charge of Sir Alexander Brumes. 

A few days’ rest was now allorved to the troops ; the wounded 
being placed in the depot hospital at Glmznee, and the con- 
valescents, with such of the sick and wounded as could be moved 
without risk, being ordered to accompany the Aiany on its 
forward inarch. 

On the 30th of July, 1839, the British force continued its 
July— August, march towards Cabul; Dost Mahomed f flying from that 
1839. city approach of the Army, and on the 7th August 

the Amir Shah Shuja made his public entry into his capital. 

* Lieutenant Haslewood was rewarded for his services by Lord Auckland, 
who placed hiln on his personal Staff. Lieutenant Haslewood was, however, 
afterwards invalided on account of his wounds. 

■ t It having been ascertained that the ex- Amir Dost Mahomed had fled in the 
direction of Bameen, a force was dispatclied in pursuit under the direction of 
Hajee Khan Kakur; Captain Arthur William Tayler and Lieutenant William 
Bi'oadfoot, both of the Bengal European Eegiment, serving with this 
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Tiio of Caijul secmetl marvellously indifferent to 1839. 

the changes which had tahen place. The city was filled with 
immense crowds, biit they made no demonstration ; there was no 
shouting or sounds of joy; the nobles rose as the king appeared 
and made their salaam, hut as soon as His Majest}’’ had passed 
they reseated themselves, and the crowds dispersed to their 
usual avocations. 

On the 3rd September, 1830, the Shahzada Tinuir marched 
into Cabul with his Army. On the 17th of Scptcmbci', H.^I. 

Shah vShujah held !i grand durbar at the Bala Hissar, for the 
purpose of conferring upon cci'tain Officers of the British Army, 
who had been selected to receive the distinction, the Order of 
the Durance Empire. Tlie following Officers of the Bengal 
Eurojican Begiment received the Order. 

Brigadier-General Roberts, C.B., who had commanded the 
Amir’s force during the campaign, was created a ]\fcmbcr of the 
2nd Class. Lieutenant-Colonel Jose])!; Orchard, C.B., and Major 
Warren were created iMcmbers of the 3rd Class. A Brevet 
Lieutenant- Colonelcy was also conferred on, Major Warren. 

W. O., 13th December, 1839. 

A ^ledal was ordered to bo struck and presented to all those 
Officers and soldiers Avho hud been engaged at the capture 
of Ghuzneo. Subsequently the names “ Afghanistan ” and 
“ Glmznco ” were ordered to be inscribed on the Colom’s of all 
the Regiments Avho had served during the Campaign ; these being 
inherited by the Royal jNIunster Fusiliers. 

Orders were now issued by H.E. the Coinmnndcr-in-Ohief, 9th 
October, 1839, for the breaking up of “ the Army of the Indus,” 
the purposes for which it had been assembled having been fully 

dctaclinient. Hajee Khan Kakur, who had received many favours from Dost 
Mahomed, now defeated the object for whicli the e.vpedition had been 
organised and connived at the Dost’s escape ; the detachment returning to 
Cabul without the ex- Amir; who, however, subsequently surrendered himself 
a prisoner of war, and claimed the protection of the British after the Battle of 
Purwan, 3rd November, 1840. 
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IK*)!), nttaincd. TJic ex-Amir, Dost Malionicd, lind Ijccn dcthronocl and 
AviiR a fugitive; and our Ally* iSliali Slmjali, Imd hccn rcjdaccd \ipon 
liis tlironc, after an absence from liis capital of tliirty years. The 
Army had juarclicd lo27 miles, under ciicuinstanccB of great 
hardship and jirivation; it had occupied JCandaliar, stormed and 
cn])turcd the strong Fortress of Ghnzncc, and it was now in 
\imlisputcd j)ossession of the eaj)ital city of the Afghan Kingdom. 

Tiie death of Ihc^ramjah KnnjectSing on tlic 27th June, 1833, 
was not genei'ally hnown in the Army at the time of its occurrence, 
as fears liad been entertained tliat in the event of tiic Mnnijah's 
demise his successor might withdniw his “Army of Observation” 
from Pcsliawar; the consequences of which would have been very 
serious and probably might Iiave imperilled the safety of our 
Ai'iny on its return to India. Satisfactory aiTungcmcnts ^s'crc 
however made with the Punjab Government, and the j)olicy of 
the late ^larajab was adopted by his successor. 

Oil the breaking-up of the “Arniy of the Indus” three of its 
Brigades remained in Afghanistan; one at Kandahar; one at 
Cabnl; and the third at JcIIalabad. The fourth Brigade of the 
“ Army of the Indus,” in which was the Bengal European Ecgi- 
ment, was directed to form part of the “Army of Oecupation,” 
and proceed to Jellalabad; but, as a Gencml Oi'der had been 
published — 20tb July, 1839 — ordering the embodiment of the 
2nd European Eegiment, volunteers from the 1st European Begi- 
ment were called for to fonn the nucleus of 2nd Kegiment. 
Eigbty-tivo men were selected and proceeded to Hazarebagh 
with the invalids and time-expired men of the Kegiment, under 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Warren, who by this time had 
sufficiently recovered from his wounds to undertake the duty. 

Altbougli many of the Officei's of the old 2nd European Kegi- 
ment* — which had been joined with the 1st in 1830 — ^ivere still 
servine with the latter Kegiment all the Officers of the newly- 

* Wiito facings were prescribed for tliis Eegimeut on its re-organisation, 
as worn by tlie old 2nd European Eegimcnt in the last century (p. 282). 
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f<>riin'<J iJiJa n from llir jrriicntl list of the Army. 1 h!19. 

*rht» proinotidst of thi* niliri r- i^f the Kicht :ilul licft ^V^n^.s of 
thi' ICtirojH Mo K'-oinu ot, whlrh h:ol contlmicil .-inre the :imi(lo;;i- 
mnt'ton of ilo- Isf mill ‘Jnd IvfoJuu.jjis, wn*- so involvcil that it. 

Wio fi-niiil impo'-'-ihh* ?<> si-ji;ir.ite ihnn without t'atisiiio p-cat 
itiiiotiei'. t’lithr tho orihrs ri-ouhttitij; the promfiiiou of llu’. 
(llti-'i 5' of till’ two ^Vino-. no \Vitio Oiltfor eotiM ncoive stih- 
st-iiit!v(- jir.tinolioii until hi- jiamllel Onicor in tin* otin r Winj; 
hrol hm ii pronioti «!. l-n«l'T tlo’ worhino of this onh-r a ( 'ajitmii 
hn'k oointintjnh il the Vo-^'inn nt whil-t a Major ha- Iti rii pn'si'nl- 
mul on limy.' 

'rii<- ili-tai'lnni'iit ot tin- lirnpal ICnropfan llcolnicni umler 
i)ri..tnr, f'oloncl Warn ti inarehcil from (’alinl on the l.'ith Oetoher 
with tin* s'-eond (‘ohnnn of the roturninj^ .Vnny, ninh'r 
foninnunl of Major-( J i iivr.i! ‘rhaeUweli. 

Stih-i-ipn nt politieal ami tnilitarv fvmits proved that it would 
hme hi i II Wi ll laid Lord .Nuehlattd elected to withdraw hi?= .Vrmy 
from .Xfehatn-tan inunediately after thi> occupation of Cahul, 
vhll-t the Mriti'-h .\rniy wa*- erowjied with all the honours of 
victory; hut such wa- not the policy of the Hovermnent of 
India, who. thonph hound hy the term- of the ( Jovi’nior-denerars 
KdW'iidH t -Pil l inhi r. “ 1 Voclatnation,” w<*re nnwillin|_'- to relinipiish the 
power oiitained over the Afghan country. In vain 
llis Majesty .^hah .'slinjah nroed the withdrawal of tin* llritish 
troops; his rc(]ue>"t wasrefu-ed on the p'onnd that he was not yet 
seenn d in power, the (lovernment of India reserving to itself the 
rioht of delennininj^ when the time of withilrawal should arrive. 

Tiie people of .\fohanistan were justly alarmed at the decision 
of the llritish (Jovenumml : they hinteil at a violation of faith, 
and pointed to the (f overnor-flenend’s “ Proclamation,” promising 
them independence ; the hostile feeling increased ; jiowerful C’liiefs 

• ]l wmi sail! that no one ontsule (he lte;'iinent unilerstood tlie working of 
thiR (iovermncnl Order, and very few of (hose afTertcd by it coaid exiilaia its 
effects. 
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1840. assembled armies and assumed a tlireatening attitude, claiming 
their independence and openly taunting the King with being the 
pupjiet of a foreign power. 

The Bengal European Regiment had scarcely taken up its 
quarters in the garrison of Jellalabad when one of these discon- 
tented Afghan Chiefs named Syad Husain, at the head of a 
considerable force, took up his position in the Foi’t of Pushoot, 
about fifty miles from J ellalabad, and assumed a defiant attitude. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Orchard, C.B., commanding the Bengal 
January, European Regiment, was ordered to proceed with a Company 
1 840. of pjg Regiment under the command of Captain Thomas Box, 

and a small Native force with three guns, to dislodge the rebel Chief. 

On the 18th January, 1840, the British detachment arrived in 
the vicinity of the F ort. The march to Pushoot had been per- 
formed under very trying and harassing circumstances, a constant 
downpour of rain satm-ating the roads and drenching the troops ; 
the cold being intense, and violent storms rendering progress 
difficult. On taking up position our field-guns opened fire on 
the walls of the Fort, no difficulty being anticipated in reducing 
its inmates to subjection. A practicable breach was soon effected 
and Captain Box, with his Company of the Bengal European 
Regiment, together with some Sepahis, forming the storming- 
party, effected an entrance ; but it soon became apparent that the 
breach had been made in the outer works only, and that the inner 
fortifications could not be earned without scaling ladders or 
blasting ojierations. 

At this time, by some mistake, one of our Buglers sounded the 
“ Advance,” Avhich indicated to the outer force that we had suc- 
ceeded in making our way into the Fort. On hearing the signal 
the rest of the besiegers pushed forward, and thus the outer 
works became dangerously crowded, and our ti'oops exposed to a 
heavy fire from the walls of the Fort. An attempt was now 
Januaiy 18th, made to blow in the inner gate, but the powder was damp 
1840. and refused to ignite ; but still, notwdthstanding that the 
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■exjilosion-puvtv were exjiosed to considerable tlanger, a second 1840. 
■attempt Avas made to bloAV open the gate; but again tlie powder 
failed. 

The troops bad been exposed during these operations to a 
heavy cross fire for several hours, the rain at the same time 
pouring down in torrents ; and, as Colonel Orchard considered 
that no further progress could bo made, be ordered his troojis to 
retire to their camp. The Officers and soldiers bad manifested 
the greatest gallantry and resolution under difficult and dis- 
heartening circumstances ; our loss was considerable. Lieutenant 
Hicks, of the Bengal European Kegiment, being mortally 
Avounded; 19 men Averc killed and 48 Avonnded. It is, however, 
satisfactory to be able to record that the determination and A’alour 
•of the troops engaged convinced the enemy that prolonged 
resistance Avould be useless ; and they evacuated the Fort during 
the night of the 19th Januaiy, taking Avith them all their 
valuables ; and, Avith the exception of a small store of grain and 
gunpoAvder, the Fort had been completely cleared. Colonel 
■OrchiU’d occupied the Fort, and remained A\’ith his troops at 
Pushoot until the llith of February, Avhen they returned to 
•Jellalabad. 

In Hovember, 1840, the 1st Bengal Eiu- 02 )ean Eeginient 
returned to India, and during its hoincAA'ard march it learned Avith 
isatisfaction that, under instmetions received from the Court 
■of Directors, it had been rcAvafded by being formed into Light 
Infantry, and Avas henceforth to be designated the “ 1st Bengal 
European Light Infantry.” 

On its arriA'al in India the Regiment Avent into quarters at 
Kurnaul, a ucav station built on a. scale of grandeur hitherto 
unknoAvn in India. Kurnaul had been selected as a suitable sitfe 
for a cantonment, and barracks had been erected for the accommo- 
dation of a strong frontier force, but the situation of the station 
was soon found to be unhealthj', on account of its close proximity 
.to the irrigation canals, Avhich, from their having been constructed 
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18H. lit :i higher level llien lluit of the cantonment, produced a de- 
structive epidemic of fever amongst tlie troops. The station vas- 
in consequence ahandoned, and most of the Kegiments ■were- 
removed to Umhalla, which lienccforth was the ])rlncipal frontier 
station. 

Notwithstanding tliat some compensation was gnintcd by the- 
Govcniment, sad losses fell upon the Ofliecrs of the Hegiments- 
stationed at Kurnaul, as they all had c.vpendcd very large sums on. 
the erection of houses, &C. 

It is beyond onr province to more than glance at the horror.?- 
and misforttmes which befel so many OlKcer.? and soldiers of the 
“Army of Occupation” soon after the 1st .Eurojiean Light In- 
fantry returned to India. 

The cold-blooded murder of the Amir Shah Shiijah, assassinated 
near the Bala Ilissar by order of the nsurj)er Zeman Khan, wa.?- 
pcrpetnited in the following manner. Shah Shnjah had started 
in his palanquin to join his Army, encamped near at hand, when, 
the son of Zeraan Khan accompanied by his followers fired a 
volley into the palanquin, which killed its occupant as woU as 
several of the bearers. The body of the Amir was tlu-owi into a 
ditch and hacked by the murdei’crs with their tulwars. 

On the 2nd of November Sir Alexander Bnnics and his Staff' 
November 2ncl, ^'"cre attacked and murdered in the Besidency at 
1841. Oabid;* these atrocities being followed by the assas- 
sination of the British Besident, Sir William ^IcNaughten, and 

Amongst the Staff Officers who fell on this occasion was Lieutenant 
William Broadfoot of the Bengal European Eegimcnt. Thornton, in his. 
History of the British Empire, A''ol. p. 258, says that Lieutenant Broad- 
foot was “an Officer whom all reports unite in eulogizing, and whose life 
“ was dearly paid for by his assailants, six of whom met destruction from 
“ his hand before it was paralysed by death.” 

Two days aftenvards near Char-ce-kar fell another promising young Officer- 
of the Bengal European Kegiment, Ensign Ed. W. Salusbuiy, who had 
been specially selected for serrtce with the Amir Shah Shujah’s Contingent.. 
Ensign SalusWry, who was desperately wounded at Lughman whilst fighting- 
bravely against overwhelming numbers near the military post of Char-ee-kar,. 
died of his wounds the s-ame night. 



lu^ (.’nptnin Tn’vnr: Uy tho iinpnt^iinuK'nt of L'.uly Snlo 181 

nnd nil tli>iT wlm ni’rojnpnnuii tlio, !>ntisli in tiit'ir Ui.-nstrous 
trxin Colml. 'riic rllyof ntiil tin' F(n trc;^M>f (tluiv.- 

noo won' !% n('h(il froin tin* lintnF *>f tin* lliitinh: nml fnnilly 
tin* llrill-li lljijrs'U' titnlor (M-nt-ntl K!J»ll^n^t^>n^; wn-; nnnihiliitod in 
nttfinjitiuir s*i ftio’c it*- vv:\y fnnn (’nitnl to .lollnlnlud. 

lull nltinnitfly tin* lionnnr of onr nnn~ wn*- fully vindioatod, and 
tin* dr.ttli of *-o nianv of onr count rvnn n avciiircd. In* (lie {pdlant. 
and viciorion*- nnurli of (imicnd I'ollodc from .Tcllalalmd.*" and of 
(t« lu ral Noit from Kandaliar. (tlmr.nct* na*^ rt*t*a])tun*d, (.'alml 
■v*,a- i\‘-<>(-cn|ui''il, lanly Sal** and all tin* ICnolii-li jiris-oni'rs were 
ji*li:i*-i d. and tin* ruitif'li “Army of ()i*cnj>alion” vacated A fghan- 
^^tan witli Inmonr. 

In .hint', ISt-, an "Army of l{i*'-crve" was ordi'red to Ini 
fonned at Kcnu'iiorc. under tin* immediate (*ommand of Ilis 
Kxeelleney the (’ommamh-r-in-Chief in India; with orders, in 
ca*;e of need, to act as a re!ievin;.r form; to the " Anny of Occu- 
pation " mi its n turn march from Afghanistan. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Orchard. C.U.. was appointed a Hrliradier to command 
the 1st »ir I.i’oht I’ritr-ole of the "Anny of lJt!serve,” in which 
was his Ileoimcnt, tin* 1st llenmd Lurojiean Liolit Infantry: and, 
after the arrival of (n'lieral I’ldloek's victorious Army within 
llritish territory, the "Army of Keserve ” was liroken up, and 
the 1st European Lijiht Infantry was ordered to tSnhathoo, a 
station situated on the summit of the ranoe of hills between the 
jilains of India and the sanatorium of Simla. Suhathoo will ever 
he romemhered as om* of the most heautiful spots in the 
Himalayas. It may fairly he said that — after nearly a hnndrod 
years of almost constant warfare, constant exposure to extremes 
of climate, eonstatit scenes of bloodshed and privation — here was 
a haven of rest and jieace, surrounded hy God’s most glorious 

* Cajitjiin .lolui (t. tjenard of tlu* lifnfr.vl I'luropean llcgiinont served in 
the defence of .felhilabad a"iiinsl Akliar Khun, 7th April, 181*2 (severely 
wounded) ; he also served with General Pollock’s force on its \*ictorious- 
mnreh. 
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1845, and most pleasing works ; the valleys teeming with verdure, the 
hills eovered Avith evergreen pines and silver oaks, and the old 
half-mined Fort, that had in former years stood many a siege, 
with its haekground of eternal snow. 

Early in February, 1845, the author of this Avork, a boy just 
eighteen years of age, toiled up the Subathoo hill to join his 
Regiment ; the scene above, but faintly described, suddenly burst 
upon him as he emerged from the gorge overhanging the grassy 
plateau Avhich forms the Regimental Parade, forcibly striking 
his imagination by its glorious aspect, the vision of Avhich can 
never be erased from his memory. 



CHAPTEE. XV. 


1st 13engal European Light Infantry at Subatlioo — Origin, Development and 
'Tenets of tiie Klialsa Faith — Influence of the Seik Religion on the Khalsa 
jVriny — Runjit Sing’s Plans of Reorganization — Disturbances in the Punjab 
■after Runjit Sing’s Deatli — Ultimate Accession of Dulip Sing to the Throne — 
Tile Khalsa Army declares its right to direct the Punjab Government, and 
Invades the Territories of the East India Company — Tlie Governor-General 
Declares AVar — Orders for the 1st European Liglit Lifantry to proceed on 
Ser^ce reach Subatlioo — Rapid Preparations and INIarch to Mudki — ^The 
Battle of Mudki — Attack on and Capture of the Enemy's entrenched position 
•at Feroz Shah — ^'Plie British unable to retain their position evacuate the 
■Camj) — Recapture of the Entrcncliinents — Geneial Action against Tej Sing’s 
Armj' — Retreat of the Khalsa Army, and the British bivouac on the Field of 
Battle. 


N the early part of the j-car 1845 the 1 st Bengal 1345 . 
Eurojjcan Kegiinent (Light Infantry) was, in point 
of physique, discipline and smartness, second to 
none in the British service. Amongst its i-ank and 
file there Avere many .ser\ice-scaiTed, gray-haired 
soldiers, Avho had passed twenty years in its ranks: men Avhose lead 
the younger soldiers Avere prepared to folloAA', and AA'hose example 
they Avoidd emulate. An Officer,* Avliose ojAinion commands 
respect, speaks of the appearance of the Regiment at this time as 
“glorious ! ” He says, “ I saAv it stand on parade at Subatlioo ” 

•“ in 1845 close on a thousand strong, and after the battles of ” 

■“ the Sutlej Campaign it mustered on parade at Lahore tAvo ” 

■“ hundi*ed and fifty. The rest AA’-ere killed and AA^ounded.” 

At this time the Regiment Avas commanded by that grand old 
•Officer, Lieut.-Col. Joseph Orchard, C.B., a rigid disciplinarian, 



* Field Marshal Lord Napier of Magdala, G.C.B., G.C.S.I. 
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1845. but a kiucl-beartccl, just man ; essentially the young soldiers’ friend^, 
whom he was ever ready to assist with his advice and kindly aid. 
Colonel Orchard had joined the Bengal European Eegimcnt early 
in the century; his experience aiid services extending back tO' 
some of the greatest victories in Indian history. 

It was during the middle of 1845 that Colonel Orchard took, 
leave of absence to England, and was succeeded in the command 
of the Hegimcnt by Eicutcnant-Colonel David Birrell. 

There was at this time another Officer present Butli the Bengal. 
European Light Infantry of whom notice cannot be omitted — 
Lieutenant Herbert Benjamin Edwjirdes — a man who commanded, 
the respect of his brother Officers, and whose genial, kindly nature- 
endeared him to all ; in education and talents he was superior to* 
most of his comrades, and in sound, clear judgment, and common; 
sense was far beyond his years. In 1845 this young unknoum. 
subaltern published, under the pseudonym of “ Brahmine Bull,” 
a series of political papers, which immediately attracted the- 
attention not only of the Indian Government officials, but of 
those in poAver in England. These letters Avere believed to be- 
from the pen of a man of high standing and much Indian 
experience, but Avhen it AA-^as surmised that the author Avas a 
young subaltern doing duty Avith his Kegiment at Subathoo all. 
officials Avere sceptical. The Commandei--in-Chief, Sir Hugh 
Gough, called the young man into his presence, and the Governor- 
' General, Sir Henry Hardinge, intervieAA'ed him ; AAdien it became- 
knoAAm that young EdAvardes AA-as, both as a AAU’iter and as a soldier,, 
the rising man of the day. As a temporary measure EdAA'ardes: 
Avas appointed an extra aide-de-camp to the Oommander-in-Ohief ;■ 
and a feAV years afterwards his exploits of coolness, courage,, 
and sound judgment .caused all England to ring Avith resjrect,. 
admiration, and praise. 

But though all seemed in the early months of 1845 so like a 
February— May, permanent peace in India, there Avas a storm gathering 
1845. not far distant Avhich Avas shortly to burst upon us- 
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1846, reverence by the Punjaiibees. Nanuk was liclicvcd by bis follow- 
ers to have seen God, who had nominated liim to be His 
teaclier, and enjoined on liim tlic three simple lessons of 
(1) the worship of the name of God, (2) of charity to all men, 
and lastly of ablution. Notwithstanding his gi'cat mission and 
the favours which were supposed to have been conferred on him, 
Nanuk returned to his home, a disapj)ointed man, and died — 1539 
— ^feeling that human nature coidd never aspire to a realization of 
the knowledge of God, which he sought in vain to obtain, 

Nanuk’s successors compiled from the widtings and traditional 
sayings of the Guru’s the IChalsa Bible, called the “Grunth;” 
under the authority of which they gained temporal as well as 
82 ?iritual power, and even aspired to the throjie. 

The Giu'u Avho forms the connecting link between the past 
history of the Punjab and the invasion by the Seiks of our 
Indian Possessions was named Ilur Govind — 1{)75 — under 
whom the religion of the Seiks for the first time was employed 
as an adjunct to Military power. At the head of his troops Hur 
Govind defeated those of the Emjieror of Hindustan ; thus gain- 
ing prestige and power otherwise unattainable. He jilaced his 
military organization strictly on a religious basis; and, talcing 
advantage of his priestly office, taught his followers that bravery 
in battle was an incomparable virtue, Avhereas cowardice earned 
Avith it condemnation and spiritual death. Hiu- GoAund, finding 
in time that superstition gained ground amongst his people, sim- 
plified the dogmas of his faith, forbidding all effigies AAdiatever of 
the Deity, and all caste differences; “for,” said he, “God is one,” 

“ and in his presence aU men are equal.” 

Such was the religious organization AAdiich Avas engrafted into ' 
the Seik Military system, AAuth the object of creating an Army 
capable of reducing to subjection any force against Avhich it might 
be pitted, and during his reign of nearly 30 years Hiu’ Govind 
succeeded in spreading his tenets amongst the Avliole Seik nation, 
who gladly accej)ted the faith, by embracing Avhich its votaries 
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"became “Ivhalsas,” or “the pure ones;” and thus he inaugurated 1845. 
a powerful ^Military system, and imbued its soldiers ^Yith a religious 
cntliusia.«m ins])iring them with the belief that they were the 
chosen people of God, and that tliey must invaidably he invincible 
in war. 

Although during the following century the Govemincnt of the 
Punjauh was subdivided into independent districts the Military 
training and enthusiasm of the Ivhalsas progressed, and in the 
year 1780 a Prince was horn to them, named Knnjit Sing, called 
the Lion of the Punjab, who by his tact and skill tranquillized 
conflicting interests and amalgamated the feudal clans, so that 
when he was seated on the Khalsa throne he ruled over a 
Ivingdom more powerful than the Mavathas, and more influential 
than that of the Emperor of Delhie. 

It Avill he in the memoiy of our readers how, in 1804, Lord 
Lake, at the head of his flying Column — with which was the 
Bengal Eurojican Regiment — pursued his enemy Jeswant Roa 
Holkar to the very gates of Lahore, when the J^Iaharaja Runjit 
Sing mediated between the British and the Marathas, and, re- 
fusing to give riolkar an asylum, forced him to put his seal on the 
compact acknowledging the supremacy of the British over the 
Avhole of the !Maratha empire. 

The Maharaja Runjit Singj holding the memory and actions of 
his predecessor Hur Govind in supreme veneration, determined 
to jAerfect the great Avork Avhich he had inaugurated. The Seiks 
had by this time become essentially a Military nation, their 
religion and education prepared them for the arts of Avar; they 
Avere men of magnificent physique, obedient, enduring, biwe, and 
unfettered by caste prejudices; but they, in common Avith aU 
the Eastern nations, failed in the great requisite of capable Com- 
manders. To supjDly this deficiency Runjit Sing sought and 
obtained the services of Generals Allard, Avitabile, Court, and 
Ventvu’a; all men of established ability, avIio had gained their 
reputation under the great Napoleon. These Generals, on the 
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3845. downfall of the Empire — ^lieing unemployed— aecepted Runjit 
Sing’s offer of service, and were appointed to higli Military 
commands in the IChalsa Ai-my; and by them tlie French system 
of drill Avas introduced, the Seik Regiments completely re- 
modelled, and exercised in Military movements on the European 
system. 

It has been stated in the last chapter that the Mar.ajah Runjit 
Sing died — 27th June, 1839 — during the time that the British 
Avere employed in the Afghan War. Runjit’s death Avas followed 
by rapid changes in the GoA'crnment of the Punjab ; AA'ithin 
41 very feAV years several successors to the throne liaA'ing been 
murdered, the Fort and City of Lahore besieged and captured 
Avith aU the horrors of rapine, pillage, and murder, terminating in 
the boy Dulip Sing — the son of Runjit Sing by his favourite 
Avife, the Rani Jinda Kaur — being 2 )roclaimed by the Khalsa 
Marajah of the Punjab. 

Scenes of mm'der, intrigue, and bloodshed Avere still rife ; the 
boy Dulip Sing Avas closely guarded, and the Rani appointed 
Regent ; AAnth her brother, J OAAmhir Sing, and her paramom*, Lai 
Sing, forming a triumvii'ate of Avhich JoAA'ahir Sing AAms Prime 
^Minister ; but a rebellion soon folloAAnng, JoAAmhir Sing Avas 
arraigned before an Army Council and ordered to be shot, the 
sentence being carried into effect in the comijulsory jjresence of 
the Regent and the young Maharaja. 

There A\ms no longer any doubt that the Khalsas intended to 
assert their power to control their Sovereign and their GoA^ern- 
ment ; and it AAms noAv fully realized that the Gums had created a 
Military despotism Avhich [jaralysed and eclijDsed all the functions 
of their Government. 

Lai Sing, Avho Avas in constant communication Avith the Rani- 
Regent, admitted into their confidence Tej Sing, the Chief of the 
Khalsa Army, Avhich Avas the actual ruler of the country. 

But matters Avere rapidly approaching to a crisis ; the treasury 
Avas exhausted and the Army clamorous for their an-ears of pay 
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to supply wliu'h tlu’ tlmuL'lit fif contjucst nro;-c. lioforo tlic minds 181 
of the .‘•oldiers. Why .•'hould they net demonstfntc their power 
and replenish their (ronsuiv-ehest hy the invasion of British 
India, eaimirinii the rich cities of Delhic ami Calcutta, and 
hriiminir all Hindustan under their swav ! 

In vain the Bnni and many of the inflnential Sirdar.s pointed 
out to the Khalsa troops the perilous nature of their undertaking. 

But the .'^eik Army sought excitement, pillage, and comptest. The 
ctliet was sent forth; war was proclaimed ag-ainst the East India 
Compnnv ; and the Khalsa Army. 70,000 strong, with upwards of 
100 guns, marched to invade India. 

The knowledgi! that this violent jnw.eeding must ultimately 
end in defeat and disaster, induced the French (Tcnerals in the 
.Seik ^'crvice to <d)tain leave of absence to Enroi)C before the 
invasion of India had been finally determined on. These Oflicert! 
had, by their influence, and in the genentl confusion, amassed 
larm! forttmes, whicdi thev had from time to time tninsmittcd to 
Fnince through British agencies; and now, crossing the frontier 
into the Company's territories, their retreat wis secured. 

'riierc remained still with the Seiks several Eurojican Ofliccr.s 
of inferior rank; but when the Anny was deprived of the services 
of such men as Avitabiie and Ventnni. insubordination quickiv 
appeared in its ranks, and it soon retrograded into the state from 
wliich it had been raised by Bunjit Bing, at such great expense 
and with so much judgment. 

Tcj Bing and Lai Bing were now on the horns of a dilemma. 
I'liey had both secretly encouraged the Seik Army to make 
war on the British, as this course ajipcared to them the easiest 
way of ridding the country of wliat had become a source of so 
much danger; but now the whole Army called on these Birdars to 
join the troops and lead them to victory. Lai Sing was no 
soldier; he loved the society of the Bani far more than joining in 
w’hat he felt must ultimately prove a hopeless struggle, Tej Sing, 
on the contr.uy, every inch a soldier, readily consented to lead the 

2 B 
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1845. Klialsa troops; they looking to him with confidence and reliance 
to subdue the British in open fight. 

One other personage here claims special notice. Golab Sing, 
the Raja of Jamu, had been solicited to accejit the Prime 
[Ministershij) of the Punjaub Government, but he ])ref erred the 
comparative peace of his own country. He however possessed 
considerable power at the Lahore Court, and he now demanded 
of them their reasons for ignoring the treaties of friendship which 
had existed between their Government and the East India 
Comiiany ; and asked wdiat cause of oflence the latter had given. 

No reply was made to his demand ; and Golab Sing, for his own 
safety, dissembled by promising to raise an Ai-my of 40,000 men, 
and declaring his readiness to assist the Khalsa ; but at the same 
time he made specious excuses for delay, determining to cautiously 
await the course of events before committing himself to action. 

Lord Ellenborough, before his recall — 1844 — had foreseen the 
gathering storm in the direction of our north-west frontier, and 
intended to form a vast entrenched camp ; for which purpose he 
had already massed troops at Umballa, and increased the British 
force at Ferozpore ; but on his sudden recall this policy was .aban- 
doned. Sir Henry Ilardinge, bis successor, did not anticipate that 
the Seiks would prove dangerous neighbours; he accordingly 
substituted a policy of peace, and no step was taken or contem- 
plated which could give umbrage to the Seiks. 

On December 11th, the Khalsa Army crossed the Sutlej, and 
DecomlDer 11th, invaded the British territory ; the suddenness of their 
1845. movements causing something approaching to conster- 
nation; the more so as, under the Govcrnor-Genei'ars orders, 
preparations for defence had been abandoned, and we Avere in no 
Avay ready to repel an invasion, although Sir Hugh Gough, the 
Oommander-in-Chief, had warned his troops to be on the look-out 
for a sudden move; but his actions had been so hampered by 
Government orders that he could not make any active pre- 
parations until the Seik thunderbolt had been launched. 
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The Seik Army crossed the river Sutlej, and having made 1845. 
■two marches, strongly entrenched itself around the village of 
Terozshah before reliable information reached the Government 
of the unprovoked imaision. Fortunately the Governor-General 
■Avas at this time in the North-AFcstcru Provinces. The crisis 
demanded the fidl energy and power of all departments. The 
Commaudcr-in-Cliief could issue orders to mass his troops, but 
this Avas not all — the troops must be fed, and enormous quantities 
of carriage must be instantly forthcoming. 

As soon as it became known that the Khalsa Army had crossed 
the Sutlej and taken up its position, as above described, Avithin 
British territory, the Governor-General no longer placed any 
restrictions on the actions of the Gomraauder-in-Chief ; but 
published a manifesto, declaring that the resironsibility of the war 
-rested Avith the Selks alone ; that their unprovoked aggression 
should be severely punished; and British kuthority preserved 
over all the countries Avhich had been living under its protection ; ' 

and, further, that as the Seiks had, by their unprovoked aggression, 
"broken the treaties Avhich had existed betAveen the tAvo nations since 
1809, the Seik possessions on the left bank . of the Sutlej should 
Tre confiscated and annexed to those of the East India Company. 

As Lieutenant-Colonel Orchard, C.B., Avas now on leave of 
absenee, the command of the 1st European Light Infantry 
devolved on Major David Birrell. 

At 9 p.m. on the 10th December, ISIS, Avhilst the Officers of 
the Begiment Avere at mess, an orderly from Army headquarters 
galloped in hot haste up to the door of the mess-house, and 
delivered a dispatch to the Commanding Officer, directing the 
Ist Em’opean Light Infantry immediately to prepare for active 
service, marching as soon as arrangements could be completed. 

[December 11th, Nol' ^ moment Avas to be lost. The Officers proceeded 
1845. fortliAvith to the barracks, aroused their men, and 
ordered them to prepare for their march at once ; and at 10 o’clock 
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1S45 the next inoniiiig tlic Keghucnt wis in full inarcli to Ivalka, a 
distance of 19 miles across the hills. 

Lieutenant Williamson of the llcgimcnt "was left in charge of 
the station and depot, and Ensign Hamilton, ^vho ■was on the sick 
list, -was also left at Snhathoo witli the llegimontal hospital, which 
contained about (50 men. The soldiers of the Eegiment were full' 
of excitement and in the liighcst spirits at the prosjiect of thc' 
coming campaign. 

On our arrival at Kiissowlic — a Military Station about ten miles 
from Subathoo, where was (piartercd II.!M. 29th — we learnt 
that that Kegimcnt had also marched on the same moniing, and 
it was understood that thc two Regiments were to serve in the- 
same Division in the coming campaign. 

. We found the commissai'iat arrangements pci*fect; for on our 
arrival at thc foot of thc hills our camp was already pitched,, 
food abundant, and every reasonable comfort prepared for the- 
men. ■ 

On thc 12th December H.M. 29th Regiment, which had been 
ordered to halt for our arrival at ]\IunnymarJera, was joined by 
the 1st European Light Infantry ; and the two Regiments then 
advanced together tOAvards Mudki in charge of some heavy 
Artillery for the Ai'iny. Our Regiments made double marches 
daily; leaving ground at about 2 a.m., halting for breakfast at 
about 7 a.m., and after a rest of about a couple of hom-s marching 
to the neAV ground, Avhich Avas usually reached about 2 p.m. ; thus 
covering from 25 to 40 miles daily. 

On approaching Wudm', a fortified tOAA’n of some importance^ 
much excitement Avas caused by the receipt of an order from the 
Commander-in-Cliief to the effect that, as the inhabitants of that 
place had refused provisions to the British force on its forAA-ard 
march a fcAv days previous, H.M. 29tli and the 1st European 
Light Infantry Avere to reduce the Fort to sxAbmission. But when 
Ave arrived near Wudni a countermanding dispatch arrived,, 
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8 Deo 
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2 Nov., ’44 ... 
29 Jan., ’45 ... 
14 March, '45 
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Colonel. 

George Hunter, C. B. ... 

27 Jan., ’41 

M. G. 

23 Nov., ’41 

Comg. Field 

1817 

Lieutenant-Colonel. 

IVIajok. 

David Birrell 

10 Nov., ’43 

23 Nov., ’41 

Force, Sukkur 

1818 

Captains. 

John Ripley 

19 June, ’31 

M. 23 Dec. ’42 

On Furlough 

1819 

Wm. Shortreed 

15 Nov., ’36 

14 Feb., ’35 


isk 

Thos. Lysart 

Alister Stewart 

27 Sept., ’37 
5 March, ’88 

3 June 


1827 

Jas. Ruth. Pond ' 

1 Nov., ’44 

22 May, ’43 


1828 

Lieutenant-s. 

Fran. Harrison 

2 May, 33 ... 

1 

1 

C. 4 Dec. ’43 

On Furlough) 


Bernd. Kendall 

13 Mar., ’35 

C. 1 Jan., ’44 



Douglas Seaton 

29 July, ’36 

C. 1 April 


Jf 

Edward Magnay 

15 Nov.,’ 36 

C. 31 Aug. 


1835 

1836 

John Fagan 

W. K. Haslewood 

9 March, 38 

10 Aug., ’38 

do- 


Adjutant to the 
Regdient. 

D. Seaton 

7 March, ’45 




Intr. and Quarter- 
master. 

Surgeon. 

W. L. McGregor, M.D. 

Asst. do. 

i 

7reh.,’43... 




Facings, Sky-Blue. 











AtUaVAt, AT MfDJU. 


:?7r. 

jjjforiiun^f 'lint n*- Uu' rivnl .Annu'** fnctMl cnrli other, uinl »n 
iiniix'iiintr :u'tio!j nntieipnteil. we to jni“h oji to the 

Uont with nli jtnirlit'ahh- ‘■jummI. 

n^ wi-je the j-ol'lltTf* :>t Jii'i hi'iiij^ nllowt'il to try 
[tf.-rintet j;:!!,.. th' lr ►tn tij'ih oii the J'orl of W tKlul. tlicy 

tr"'' neoiy hearty eheer,-- ti*. tliey uiuler jtt< 

wa!i“. tlu ir e\ei;<'metit h' ijij' vastly inria-aj-i'd when, n>* the.y 
:id\.i!!(a i!, they heard the di^tant heavy Artillery, 'riiis ‘Jinind 
wa'-. i'.ideed, u jiroehnnation that th<' war hail now ^■olInneneed ; 
and fear*-' Were enti rtr.ineil that we jnjehl iirri\e loo late to take 
oiir *h’.'.;N- in the leittie, whieh iti tdi jirohahiliiy w;e* at that very 
time raeinit: in frojtt. 

I.oixler ami nearer the ro»j>-tatit roar of Artillery heenmo as 
the Meeimejit-- with eaecme-*- jniyhed on; hnt all heeann' still and 
ealm toVMU-d- the tniddle of the day, and tve natiiiidly eoneludcd 
from the hill that a ejeat battle had heen won or lost. 

In the tiftertloiin we reeeived the welcome intellitienee that 
I)> ri !:.t- s 3s;!i, the vietorv of Mtulkt had hei-n oaiiied hy onr troojis; 

;,j„l ,,ii \ve were a-Mired that onr exertions to 

reai-li he;idijuartei> were, mn wilh-tandino the exeitemeni of the 
hatth'. fully rieootdi-ed hoih hy the (lovertior-denend and the 
('ommandi r-in-f 'Itief ; eh iihant- heino; sent twa-nty-siwen miles 
on the road to hrin*: in the foot -ore men ; and a string of camels 
laden with fre-li w.iter for the relief of the thirsty troojis on 
their arid march. 

'rowards dusk the day after the hatile of Mndki had been 
Dfcsintxr lltth, f"noht, wo neared the lirilish I'anip, the Govenior- 
Genend sendiii't: out his hand to welcome us and jilay 
ns into eamj) ; hut it wa“ late at ni^ht before we reached our 
{rronnd. 'Phe liaoi^iee and tents of the lh\oiment were far 
behind, and the (Jiiartermaster-Gcncnd had not yet marked out 
the jtosition where the ncwly-avrivod Regiments were to pitch 
their tents. The men were jmich fatigued avifh their forced 
marches, hut were all excitement to learn the details of the 
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•18*15, battle fought on the previous clay ; and they were therefore allowed 
to visit their friends Avho had been engaged in the action, 
and from Avhom they leanit the details of the “Battle of 
Mudki.” 

The Commander of the Khalsa Army, entrenched around the 
village of Ferozshah, about ten miles distant from our camp, 
rightly calculating that the British soldiers would he exhausted 
by their sevci'e marches, concluded also that they would he easily 
overwhelmed by a small determined body of chosen Seik troops, 
and had therefore detached only one Division of his Army, con- 
sisting of 10,000 Cavalry, 2000 Infantry, and 22 guns, to attack 
December 19th, British force ; and the report that the enemy was 
1845. close upon him reached Gough on the 18th of December. 
Sir Henry Hardinge, the Governor-General, had in the meantime 
placed his services at the disposal of the Commander-in-Chief, 
and had been appointed second in Command of the Anny of 
the Sutlej. Our soldiers were prejiaring their dinners Avhen the 
alann of the advancing enemy Avas given, and the bugles and 
trumpets at once sounded the “Assembly,” the troops hastening to 
the front as the enemy’s videttes ajApeared in sight. Our 
Regiments cpiicldy deployed into line ; our field Ai-tilleiy taking 
post in the centre, and the CaA'ahy on either flank. The main 
body of our Anny Avas formed hastily in rear of the above 
adAmnce, and again in rear of them Avas a smidl resei'A’C. The 
enemy’s Artillery commenced the action Avith a lieaAy fire, and 
their numerous Cavalry at once Ausibly out-flanked our line. 
Gough did not hesitate — he neA'er did — but he gave the order to 
our Dragoons to speedily adAmnce ; and, diverting the attention of 
the enemy by their brilliant charge, he brought the main body 
of his Infantry into line, and threw them at the Seiks. After 
some severe fighting, the Khalsa Anny retired in order, foiled 
in their expectation to take the British at disadvantage and 
disperse them Avith their Cavaky; and their plan of action 
having thus failed they retired regularly, disputing every inch 


xm-: BKITISH EN'C-UrPED AT .’MUDKI, 


'Ml 


•of ground : and, resisting doggedly, they readied their aunji at 
Ferozsiiah under cover of the darkness. 

The British troops had gsiined a victory ; hut tliey discovered 
tliat they had no mean enemy to contend ^vitli. The BngJieh 
Infantiy was numerically superior to that of the enefoy in thi," 
battle ; but the .3rd Dragoons and our 2s ative Cavalry had been 
pitted against the Elhalsa Horsemen, ontnurnhering ri- a.H iv/eniy 
to one: nonrithstanding wliich odds, the British iJrayoom had 
ridden through, and through the enemy, the saperior yreight of 
oar men and horses carrring everything Lefo.'e them ; :'.'iiils.t, on 
the other hand, the Khalsa Artillery and Infantry' had forjg}>t 


bravely and weU. We bad st£ 
Tthole Seik Army, liaviag only 
their Divisions. On the nig: 


to trv onr strengtf; agt^insr. the 


_ T 7 T. T 

•ret ^ r>rT:>r 
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THE ADVANCE ON FEROZSHAH. 


1845. In the evening, at dinner, private -written orders -vvere placed in 
December 20th, liands of Captains commanding Companies, instruct- 
1845. ing tlicm to proceed silently with their Officers to the 
tents of their men at 1 a.m. the next day, as the whole Regiment 
was to be on parade an hour after the time named. An attack 
was to be made on the enemy’s position. As soon as the servants 
had left the mess-tent, the Officers talked freely amongst them- 
selves of the engagement Avhich was to he fought on the 
following morning; one of them only. Captain Thomas Box — 
“Jerry” Box, as he was familiarly called — showing a total 
absence of any excitement or emotion. Box had proved himself 
in many a fight a fearless soldier, and Avas beloA'ed by his men; but 
on this night he AA'as in Ioav siwrits, and being questioned as to the 
cause he simjily said, “ I feel I shall get a shot right slaj) in the 
face.” This remark caused some merriment; for all knew Captain 
Box to be constitutionally braA'C, and none of us believed in. 
presentiment. 

We separated for the night, and after a fcAV hours’ sleep, the 
Officers — Avho Avere forbidden to give any order to their serA'ants 
to Avake them — ^Avere seen moAung noiselessly amongst their men,, 
and enjoining silence as they accoutred and prepared for parade. 
Each man Avas instructed to fill his can Avith AA'ater, and a piece of 
bread and ready-cooked meat A\'ere served out to be carried in the- 
haversacks ; and sixty rounds of ball ammunition were issued tO' 
evely man. 

At 2 a.m. on the 21st December the Regiment aaas on parade,, 
and before 3 o’clock the AAdiole Army AA'as in position. 

The march commenced over the field of Mudki, which Avas stiU. 
strewn Avith the dead; many of ours having been frightfully 
mutilated since the battle. 

The sun, although it Avas the cold season, aa^s in the middle of 
the day intensely hot. It being the object of the Commander-in- 
Ghief that a junction of his Army Avith the F erozpore Division, 
under Sir John Littler, should if possible be effected, the two 
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force? met at 2 ]i.m., about five mile? to the Houth-west of the 1846. 
enemy’? position at Fcrozsliah. after much marching and counter- 
marching through the thick jhou- jungle and over rough ground, 
very fatiguing to the Eoldicr.-^. The trooj)? now took up their 
respective jiosltion.s; hut for .«omc unaccountahle reason the 
principal att4ick was ordered to he made on the wc.st face of 
the Seik enlronclunents fronting towards Ferozporc; altiiough it 
llcreinher 2lEt, ‘’”"kt to have been known that this was the strongest 
381.6. of their defences. The entrenchments were in the 

form of a pandlelogmm, including within its enceinte the village of 
Feror.shah ; and being about a tuilc in length and half-a-mile in 
width, the east side facing the open countiy. 

The force of the enemy within the entrenchments has never 
been accnnitely ascertained ; it having licen given by dift’erent 
authorities at tnnuhcr.s varying from .30,000 to 70,000 men. 

Onr force in the field con-sisted of Infantry: seven British 
liegiments (II.M. 0th, 20th, 3]st, oOth, G2nd, 80th, and the 1st . 
Bcng;d European liight Infantry); Cavalry: IT.M. 3rd Light 
Fnigoons, f<mr Kegintents of Native and tu'o of Irrcguliu" 
Cavalry; Artillery: seven Troops of Hor.'c and four Companies 
of Foot, with 42 O-jionndcrs, 24 0-poundcrs, and 2 siege-guns; in 
all (!S gnus and ahont 1 7,000 men. 

Major-Gcnenil Sir Harry Smith commanded the 1st Infantry, 
or “ Keserve Division;” [Major-General W. R. Gilbert the 
second ; Brigadier "Wallace the third ; and ^lajor-Gcneral Sir 
.Tohn Littlcr the fourth or “Ferozporc Division.” The 1st 
Bcng.d European Light Infantry, II.[M. 2‘.)th and 80th Regiments 
being in the second or Gencnil Gilbert’s Division. At 3 p.m. 
the troojis were in position for attack : General Littler’s Division 
on the extreme left. Brigadier M’^allacc’s in the centre, and 
Genei'al Gilbert’s on the right. Sir Harry Smith’s Division and 
the Cavalry in reserve forming a second line. 

vSir HuMi GouMi assumed the command of the Left and Sir 

O O 

Henry Hardinge of the Right Wing of the iVi'iny. 
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IfilT). Tin; Itjft of <lit! Britifili Hiio, Itriiio ordered in leail the ntfack, 
first ndvnneed, wliilst tlie centre iind ri^lit awdteil tlieir turn. 
At tins time videttes of tin; tmemy'." Cavalry coining sometimes 
witliin fifty yards of our line, the iJille Coiiijintiy of the 1st 
lienoal Etiro])can Ke;iiment was sent t(> the front to skirmish and 
drive tlumi liack, which lliev di<! in •rood stvle. 

Our Field Artillery now o|i<med fire from some hattories on the 
rloht, and some on tin; left, «»f Cenend Cillua-t’s Division; the 
enemy at once rejdyin;; from all their haiteries «)n the west and 
south faces of their entrenchment. 

The sound of a sharj> musketry-lire to our left soon told us that 
Dccenihcr 21st, Eittlor’s Division were nearino the enemy; when our 
ISIT). Division (CilhertV) formed uj) to advance. At this time 
an Ollieor arrived from the direction of Littlcr’s Division reporting 
that the left attack had failed, and that onr troops were retiring. 
The enemy were natundly triumphant, and their shouts could he 
heard above the roa'r of the Artillerv: when the order was •'iven 

• O 

for Gilbert’s Division to advance nipidly. Major Dirrcll warned 
our men to reserve their fire until thev sighted the encmv : a •wise 
jirceaution. Jlirroll, who eommamled the 1st European Light 
Infantiy, rode in the centre; Cn])tain Eox, the second in com- 
mand, on tlu! right ; and Ca])taiu Douglas Seaton on the left ; 
Ensigns F. O. Salushury and P. ^lo-xon carrying the Colours. 

As our line approached the ettemy’s entrenchments, the fire 
from their batteries increased in violence, the round-shot and 
grape tearing through our ranks and leaving consideiuhle gaps ; 
and such was the violence of the lire that branches from the 
trees fell upon us as avc advanced, the splintered trunks being 
scattered around us. Here the fiitcd Cajdaiu Thomas Box 
received the shot he had foretold, which struck him “ right 
slap in the face ; ” a bullet passed through his head, and he fell 
from his horse a lifeless corpse. During this advance Captain 
Kendall, commanding No. 6, and Captain Clark, commanding 
No. 1 Com])any, both fell mortally wounded ; and Ensign Sains- 
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Inirv. his ntrht :>nn dccjily 1a<'ci-nfo«l hy n /^nipfi-sliol, (h-oiidiii/^ IHHi. 
till' hi.iic thr(>ii;,flu)ut its length, fell ntirler the (^ueeii’H ('nJaiir, 
which wa'j iiniuciliately taken hy Ensign P. P. Innes, jiii-l im the 
orders were iriven to bring down onr hayonet" and charge home. 

We were in a few minute' riglit under the eneinyV hrit,fe;hsi; 
hnt the air wa“ ‘'n filled with fire and smoke that, if seemed to Is; 
ns dark ns night. 

Ti:c .''••ik' had thrown along the edge of their dry <llt/;h 
'tnnip' and hrmf-hes of tree-, over which oar men foil Ui 


iidi:!'>’J- 


contasi'i:;. nn<I :ir ther stniL'zied Ut regain their footi.o's 
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1845. forward to engage in a'liand-to-liand fight with onr men. Tlie 
battle now raged with fury along the whole line ; compact hands 
of the enemy again and iigain dashing at our Colours, and more 
than once grasping the staves ; hut the Colour-Sergeants, closing 
up around them, formed an impenetrable wall, through whicli even 
the valour and number of the Seilcs eould not break. Soon the 
space below the plateau contained a mingled lieap of dead and 
wounded men ; but the Khalsa Infantry had given way, and seek- 
ing cover amongst their tents, kept up a severe dropping fire 
upon our troo 2 )S in front. But hard work still remained, most of 
the batteries along the face of the western entreuclunents being 
still held by the Seiks ; so wheeling round on its loft, the Bengal 
European Regiment joined H.M. 9th Foot, already inside the 
entrenchments, attacked the Seik batteries in flank, and rushing 
transversely along the defences forced the enemy back in broken 
masses, whilst their guns on the ramparts were captured and 
spiked.* 

Orders were now issued for our Regiment to chai’ge along the 
centre camp-street of the Seiks, and secure the village of Feroz- 
shah. The soldiers, encouraged by their success, gallantly carried 
•out these orders ; but they had not proceeded more than two 
hundred yards when there was heard beneath their feet a frightful 
roar ; the ground heaved and the men in the vicinity were blown 
away amongst the tents, the air being filled with fire, and a dense 
smoke arising, which, as it cleared away, exposed to view a 
horrible and appalling scene, numbers of our men having fallen 
frightfully burnt and mutilated, and in some instances their 
pouches ignited, causing terrible wounds, agony, and loss of life. 

The Regiment was now scattered in every direction, about 150 
men only joining the Colours after the explosion, which was 
followed by that of smaller mines, adding to the confusion, but 
comparatively hannloss. Our line was at length re-foimcd, and 
* Before tlie troojis left Mudki, every fifth man of the Bengal European 
Light Infantry had been supplied with a bundle of spikes and a small hammer 
. — a very necessary precaution. 
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ailvanccd towards the village, Init we rctimicd to the central 1845. 
street on finding that it was already in the possession of our 
troops. Gonend Sir Harry Smith, having brought up his Reserve 
Division, had carried some of the batteries on the south face of 
December 21pt, the entrenchments and penetrated into the very heart 
1S15. enemy’s camj). After the gi-eat explosion 

numbers of the men of o\ir Regiment, detached and scattered by 
the convulsion and disorder, were collected by Captain D. Seaton; 
forming a jiarty which fell in with Sir Harry Smith’s Division just 
after it had entered the camj), and accompanied it into the village. 

Our men now parched with thii-st sought water from a well 
near at hand, hut under a galling fire from the enemy concealed 
amongst the tents. Across a camp-strcct facing this well a bar- 
ricade had been formed of half-burnt tents and dchvis, and behind 
this barricade a group of Seiks brought their fire to bear direct 
upon the well, where several of our men had fallen ; others, never- 
theless, pressing forward and seizing the tin pots from their 
wounded comrades, j)rcfcrring the immediate ])rospect of death to 
the fearful torture of thirst., 

Ijieutenant Grcville was now the senior Officer present 
with the Colours, and therefore assumed command; forming 
liis men into two Divisions, and jilacing the Coloiu's in the 
centre, he gallantly led the charge against the ban-icade. 
During our advance the enemy’s fire had almost ceased, but 
as we approached the barricade a volley was suddenlj’^ poured 
December 2lBt, which forced our whole party back upon the 

1845. well. There was but a moment’s pause ; the men were 
re-forming for a second charge, when it was realised that the 
Regimental Colour had disappeiwed. ^Yithout waiting for orders 
Ensicn P. R, Innes returned alone to the barricade, in front of 
which lay Ensign Philip Moxon’s body, quite dead; he having 
fallen upon the Colour, which was saturated with his blood.* The 

On the Colour, wbicb now bangs on tbe walls of Winchester Cathedral, 
the blood-stains of this gallant young Officer may still be seen. 
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•1845. ColoBi- B-as hastily recovered and brought back in safety; the- 
soldiers of the Eegiment hailing its restoi-ation Avith shouts of 
joy. “ The recoveiy of the Colour by Ensign Innes AA'as most ” 
“ important, as otherAAuse it must have fallen into the hands of ” 
» the Seiks.”* 

CreAullo noAA', liaA’ing formed • his men, gjdlantly led them to a 
second charge, clearing the street, and this time capturing the 
hamcade. Amidst the excitement AA'hich had prevailed during 
these operations, it had not been perceived that it had suddenly 
become almost dark; but our men still charged on, clearing the 
burning tents of CA^ery lurking enemy; but the darkness increasing 
December 21sfc, “ Assembly ” Avas sounded, and ovir men collected 
1845. together, AA'licn it was discovei-ed, to our dismay, that 
the Queen's Colour — Avhich after !Moxon’s death had been handed 
to Colour-Sergeant Higgens — ^AA'as noAA’here to be seen. 

Just then an aide-de-camp came up Avith orders from the 
General for all the scattered detachments in the enemy’s camp 
to collect on the plain outside. EA^eiy bugler, both in and outside 
the entrenchments, sounded his Regimental call, making the 
pfevions confusion worse confounded. 

Lieutenant Greville, still commanding, noAv ordei'ed his men to 
recross the entrenchments which had been captmed a few hoiu’s 
previous Avitli so much sacrifice of life; and in the darkness the 
party groped their AA’ay toAA'ards the direction in AAdiicli they 
, thought they could distinguish their Regimental call frequently 
rejjcated ; and, after a full hour’s search, the main portion of 
December 2lBt, tke 1st European Light Infantry AA’as found rapidly 
1845. collecting its scattered men, and forming tip for further^ 

action. It AA'as noAV discovered, to the satisfaction of all, that the 
Queen’s Colour AA'hich had been entnisted to Colour-Sergeant 
Hiffffens AA'as at the Quarter Guard ; lie, having heard his 
Regimental call, had, accompanied by some stragglers, reached 
the Regiment and deposited his charge in safety. 

* Extract from a letter from the Officer Commauding. 
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The Seik entrenchments on the cast side were still held by the 1845 
Khalsa Army; who, as soon as they discovered that the British 
had evacuated the conquered position, reoccupied their entire 
camji, with the cxceiDtion of the village, which was still partially 
held by our troops. The night was bitterly cold, a keen wind 
blowing over the plain, and the field being strewn with the 
wounded, who lay upon the damp sand. Piteous were their cries 
for water, warmth, and help. But there was no water, no warmth ; 
and what help could their comrades afford who needed so much 
themselves ? Some covei’ing had, however, been secured in the 
enemy’s camp, and this was gladly made over for the wounded men. 

Gilbert’s Division, which was at this time somewhat separated 
from the rest of the Army, bivouacked to the south of the enemy’s 
December 22nd, camp. Between two and three o’clock on the morning • 
1845. of the 22nd, it was found that Sir Harry Smith’s 

Eeserve Division, who had been forced from the entrenchments, 
had retreated to a village — ^Misree Khan Walla — some two miles 
to the south-east of Ferozshah. 

Both Sir Hugh Gough and Sir Henry Hardinge, who were now 
with Gilbert’s Division^ were indefatigable in their attentions to 
the wants of the wounded soldiers, going about with a cheering 
word -for all. But they were not so confident as they appeared to 
be, for they must have felt that the prospect just then was 
gloomy indeed. The enemy, under cover of the darkness, had 
recaptured his entire position; and, Sir Hany Smith’s Reserve, 
having been forced from the village of Ferozshah, the Seiks were 
in undisputed possession of their first ground, after a large and 
almost fruitless loss of life on our side. 

In the early morning, the Seiks brought one of their heaviest 
guns to bear on Gilbert’s Division ; the enemy serwing this gun 
with such deadly effect that the soldiers were ordered to lie down, 
the shot and grape sweeping over them, but stiff doing fearful 
damage to the cattle and horses, and passing into the Divisions of 
our Army on the plain beyond. 

2 c 
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1845. Sir Henry Harclinge, wlio commanded our Wing of the British 
force, called upon the Bengal European Light Infantry and H.M. 
80tli Foot, at this time close at hand, to “ go and stop that gun.” 

These Regiments were anxious to he on the move, having been 
painfully cramped by the cold sand ; and now, eagerly springing to 
their feet, were rapidly formed in line, and advanced at the 
double, H.M. 80th Foot leading, and the 1st Bengal Light 
December 21st, Infantry in support. The big gun, said to be an 80- 

1845. pounder, was protected by a strong force of Khalsa 
Infantry, who, finding themselves attacked by a force of unknoAvn 
strength, threAV forward their supjjorts, who at once opened a shai-ji 
musketry fire. 

It was exciting to Avatch the tAvo lines of fire steadily approach 
each other in the dark ; whilst the monster gun in front poured 
forth double charges of grape and shot. As the British InfaiUtry 
neared their enemy, there was a foi’Avard rush, a hand-to-hand 
straggle, and the big gun Avas spiked.* There AA^as, of course, no 
attempt made to remove the gun, or thos6 Avhich had been 
captured at the same time in a battery close by ; but they were all 
spiked, and our troops returned to their former position. 

Soon aftei’Avai’ds the day began to daAvn, and there Avas noAV 
no doubt hoAV seiuously our strength had been reduced. At day- 
break, the European portion of the Biitish force Avas assembled 
opposite to the southern face of the enemy’s camp, and in the . 
December 22nd, bright clear morning it Avas visible that, although the 

1846. guns on the enemy’s AAmrks had been captured, and 
, many of them spiked, on the previous evening, the Khalsa 

Infantry had again occupied the entrenchments, bidding defiance 
to our troops as they formed in line preparatory to making their 
final charge; the Gommander-in-Chief leading the right, and 
Hardinge the left Wing of our Ai-my. The “AdAmnce” AA\as noAV 
sounded, and the charge was delivered Avith a gallantry never 

* “The gun was captured by as brave a charge as there is on record.” 
Commander -in-CMcf's Dispatch. 
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■suvpasscil on any field ; tlic Scik cntrcnclnncnt? being again 1845. 
•captnved at the point of the bayonet, and the enemy driven 
•completely through his camp into the jungles to the north. The 
oast-face of the entrenchments, which had been obstinately held 
by the enemy on the previous day, Avas uow also captured, aS 
Avell as the village, from Avhieh the Keserve Division had been 
forced to retire during the night. 

The British troops Avere nOAv draAAni up in line to the north of 
the captured camp ; and as the Commanders rode along the front 
of their victorious Army, they AA'crc londly cheered. 

IMany of the Officers and soldiers had rejoined the ranks, 
tattered, torn, exhausted, and more or less bleeding, but in the 
best of spirits, and joining in many a joke at them oAvn 
dishevelled plight. 

Scai'cely, hoAvever, had this cheering ceased. AA-hen onr Cavalry 
December 22nd, A’idettes, AA’ho had been sent in front to Avatch the 
1845. enemy’s retreat, hastily returned, reporting that they 
had been confronted and driven back by a Beserve Seik xVi'iny, 
coming from the direction of Fcroz])ore to the succour of the 
Khalsa troops. 

The statements of the videttes AA’cre soon verified ; for a dense 
cloud of dust, Avhich shoAved the position of the approaching 
•enemy, rose from amongst the jungle tOAA’ards the direction 
indicated by our scouts. ISTearcr and nearer it came : and Ave soon 
found ourselA'es in the jtrescnce of a nCAV Army, aa-Iio Avere taking 
up position in our front, either Avith the intention of coAuring the 
retreat of Lai Sing’s defeated force, or, prohably, to attempt to 
regain possession of the Scik camp. 

This second Ai-my, aa-IucIi out-numbered the British force then 
•confronting it in the field, AA'as under the command of Tej Sing, 

AAdio had been AA^atching the Ferozjiore Garrison AvIth the in- 
tention of prcA'enting it from forming a junction AAuth the 
Commander-in-Chief’s force marching from !Mudhi to Feroz- 
«hah. Tej Sing had alloAved Littler’s Division to escape him. 
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.1815. and pnss along tlic road nnoppopcd, and he now liastcncd' 
aj)parently to retrievo liis eiror, and bring assistance to Lai Sing’s 
. retreating Army. 

Rapidly the position of the British Army was changed ; but it 
soon became evident that onr Artillery as well as our Infantiy 
ammiinition was noai'ly expended. The centre of onr force, in 
which was Gilbert’s Division, now faced to the west, in front of 
onr fresh enemy; the right and left Division.s, being at the same- 
time thrown back, faced north and south ; so that our Army wa.s 
formed into a large hollow srpiai-e, with the view of preventing 
the recapture of the* Seik camp. The Khalsa Ai-tillcry now, 
nnliinbering, opened a heavy fire on onr scpiarc, onr light field- 
guns being comjdetcly overmatched; and indeed, after we had fired 
a few rounds only, onr ammunition was found to be completely 
exhausted. 

At this time a Stafl-Ofiicer rode up to the Regiment, reporting 
that our ' Artillery had no more ammunition. Lieutenant J.^ 
Lambert, moving forward, called out, “ Wo don’t want Ai'tillery 
, “ we’ll take those guns directly, if they will let us at them.” In 
response there Avas a hearty cheer, but the Regiment Avas not 
permitted to advance. 

The enemy’s fire Avas uoav doing terrible execution amongst our 
December 22nd, ti'oops, and the men AA'oro consecpiently ordered to lie 
1845. doAvn on their faces, in order to aA;oid the stonn of 

round-shot; but the enemy had got our range, and in some 
instances AV'hole sections of , our men Avere iIa'cii by the hostile 
..Ai'tillery. ' 

Nos. 4 and 5 Comjianies of the 1st European Light Infantry 
suffered at this time most scA'erely, some shots killing several men 
in No. 6, Avhilst three men in No. 5 Oompanj’-, Ij'ing next each 
other, Avere killed ; tAvo of them by the concussion of an 18-pound 
shot AYhich fell amongst them, scattering to atoms the centre man. 
The position AAns Avell-nigh unbearable. The troops, inactii'e, Avere 
simply waiting death, and an oixler atos noAV issued for our Army 
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to rotivo In tlic ])lnin lioyoiid; wliilst .sonic of the Infantry, snp- 18J.> 
ported hv Cavalry and IIor.>;o Artillery — the latter havin';: loft 
their jrnns under eharge of Infantry — attempted to keep the 
<‘nemy in eheck. The Khalsa troops Arcrc of cour.':e fresh, whilst 
the Ilritish were sinking from sheer exhaustion; haying had no 
food excejit the scanty snjijdy which they had hrought with them 
in their hayersaeks from Mudki, The Khalsa Artillery was well 
]iroyided with ammunition, the British gnns were silent. No 
wonder, then, that the force which Gough had sent to keep Tej 
•Sinir’s Army in cheek was driven hack with heavy loss. 

The Eurojiean Infantry were now threatened on their right 
flank hy hordes of Cayalry, who emerged from the jungles 
skirting the plain. 

Orders were again given hy the Commandcr-in-Chicf to change 
front; and the moyements, jicrformcd in presence of the enemy’s 
Cavalry, were executed with crcditahlc steadiness. 

We. by this last moyement, faced to the north in echelon of 
Kegiments. formed into stjuarcs four deep, and prepared to receive 
Cavalry, though Avithout any ammunition in pouch. It was 
about 2 p.m., and the enemy’s Cavalry were not more than a 
hundred yards to our front, moving forward ns if preparing to 
2Dcccmtier 22inl charge; but, whilst they hesitated, a rush of liorscmen 
1815. .yyjig jiuddcnly heard to our rear. The ord Dragoons, 
terribly reduced in numbers but not in counigc, were coming to 
our succour at full gallop, supported by two Kegiments of Native 
CaA’ahy. Colonel AYhitc, connnandlng the Dragoons, was joined 
by General Gilbert as they dashed past us into the midst of the 
•enemy, when a hand-to-hand fight ensued. But the Seik Cavalry 
did not recover the first shock of the charge ; they being stationary, 
whilst our Dragoons came down upon them with their fidl force 
and Aveight. Tlie enemy made a stzuggle to maintain his 
ground, but gradually gave AA-ay; Avhen the strange spectacle 
presented itself of hundreds of dismounted men fighting single 
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1815. combats on tlic ground, whilst their ridcrlc.5s horses were- 
inunceuvring in front of our squares. 

No sooner had the enemy’s Cavalry been l)r()kcn and forced 
Dcceinljcr 22nd back into the jungle, than we learnt, to our surprise, that 
18 15. ijiqJ giiig, with his whole force, was in fvdl retreat ; leaving 

ns comjilctc masters of the field. 

Thus ended the two days’ Battle of Fcrozsliah ; in Avhich we had 
captured and retained the encmy’.s fortified camp, with 73 of their 
guns. But our victory had been dearly purchased. Indeed, one- 
seventh of the Briti.^^h Army liad fallen, 241.7 being the aggregate- 
of our killed and wounded ; amongst the former being 37 Officer-s 
and 694 men. The loss of the enemy will never be knovm ; but 
the entrenchments, indeed the whole field of battle, was strewn 
Avifh their dead. 

The Bengal European Light Infantry lost .71 killed and 164 
wounded, including the following 8 Officers : — 

Captain Thomas Box (killed). 

Ensign Philip Moxon (killed). 

Captain Charles Clark (mortally wounded). 

Lieutenant Bernard Ivcndall (mortally wounded). 

Lieutenant B. B’. II. FanshaAve (slightly wounded). 

Lieutenant Beatson — Interpreter and Quai'tennaster — 
(severely Avounded). 

Ensign Frederick 0. Salusbiuy (severely Avounded). 

Ensign 0. K. Wriford (slightly Avounded). 

The suddenness of Sirdar Tcj Sing’s unexjiected retreat filled 
the British AA'ith conjecture and surprise ; for they reflected that 
he could hardly have been ignorant that his enemies Avere aa'cII- 
nigh exhausted, their ammunition expended, and the captured 
camp Avithin his grasp. Tej Sing’s hasty retirement from the 
field may haA^e been the result of an honest desire to cover Lal 
Sing’s retreat ; or he may have AA’ished to IcaA^e the British masters 
' of the field in order that they might, later on, inflict a hearler blow 
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on tlic mxrvily Ivhulsa. Be this as it may, the Seik Army had iSiS. 
hceii driven from its strongly-entrenched position at Ferozshah, and 
it had lost 92* of its guns ; but it had not been finally ^'anquished. 

The Khalsa Army Avas now in full retreat to a position on the river 
vSutlej ; from which all additional strength, all the strategy and 
skill of the British Commandei*s, would be required to dis- 
lodge them. 

During the aftemoon of the 22nd of December, the men of our 
Eegiincnt were employed in collecting our wounded, who were 
tcmpomrily housed in the village of Ferozshah, where large 
quantities of bedding had been found. But up to this time these 
Avounded had been sadly neglected ; and Dr. W. L. INIcGregor, the 
Snrgeon of the 1st Bengal European Liglit Infantiy, is loud in his 
condemnation of the medical aiT’angcments. He says, “During ” 

“ the night of the 21st many a poor Avounded European soldier ” 

“ found Ins Avay to the rear in search of medical aid ; but the ” 

“ armngetnents for affording it AA-erc very incomplete excepting ” 

“ through the efforts of the Regimental Surgeons aa’Iio did ” 

“ CA'crything in their poAAcr AA-ith the means at tlieir command. ” 

“ As for the field hospital it had no existence, so confidently ” 

“ had the opinion been entertained that the Seiks Avould not ” 

“ offer resistance, that it AA’as deemed unncccssaiy to make any ” 

“ arrangements for a field hospital. There Avere no medical ” 

“ stores or surgical instimuents on the field, except those attached ” 

“ to Regiment hospitals and the huny of the moA'ements pre- ” 

“ A’cnted any sufficient supply from being obtained Avithout ” 

“ great delay.” f 

From the sCA crity of Ensign F. O. Salusbury’s AAOund, before 
described, combined AAuth exposure and exhaustion, the acute 
sufferings of that Officer may be easily conceived. But a graver 
danger aAA'ailcd him, for his life AA-as saved during the night of 
the 21st by one of the men of his Regiment, aa’Iio ran to his 

Nineteen guu 3 Avere captured at the Battle of Mudki, and 73 at Ferozshah. 

f McGregor's “ History of the Seiks,” Vol. II, p. i i.,. 
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1846. assistance jnst as one of tlic enemy, close at liand, -svas in the 
act of shooting him ; and the soldier, drawing the Ensign’s pistol 
from his belt, shot the assailant dead before he could cfTect Ids 
murderous piuitosc. 

Lieutenant Bcatson ^s■a6 found to have been shot in the 
abdomen, the ball having canded a portion of bis woollen clothing 
deep into the wound ; and these Officers, with as many of our 
wounded, soldiers as could be collected, were tended during the 
night by Surgeon McGregor and his assisfants, who were con- 
spicuous by their zeal and careful attention. 

But there W’crc two — Ca])tnln Box and Ensign iloxon — beyond 
the reach of our Surgeon’s skill. The happy, gonial Thomas Box — 
the life of the mess-table, the man who had no enemy, who never 
spoke an unkind word — was" gone from us, causing to all 
unfeigned sorrow, even during those scenes of excitement and 
privation ; and Ensign Philip lyfoxon, whose death we have 
described, carrying the syinbol of his Eegiment’s honour, whicli 
he so well sustained, leaving the impress of his heart’s blood on 
his trust as lasting testimony of his biwve and dauntless spirit. 
They both died the death which a soldic-r may justly prize. 
They both deserve to have their deeds emblazoned in gold on the 
Annals of their Regiment, that their successors may honour and 
revere the names of Captain Thomas Box and Ensign Pliilip 
Moxon. 

Night now supervened. The wants of the wounded were sui)- 
ecember 22nd, pbed ; ample provisions and covering brought from the 
1845. captured camp ; fires Avere soon blazing round ; and cattle, 

rudely slaughtered and cooked, were eagerly devoured by the half- 
starved groups. At this time the camels, laden with our canteen 
stores, arrived ; and as we sat at night around the blazing fires, 
talking oA'er the adventures of the previous days, it Avould hardly 
be supposed by a strange visitor that we had so lately been 
engaged in the bloody Avork of Avar. 
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1846. Under Tej Sing’s ordcr.s, the Klmlsa Army hastily rccrosscd 
the Sutlej, near the village of Sobraon, and encamped vithin 
the territories of the Punjab, on the right bank of the river belo;v 
its junction -with the Bias. 

The enemy’s plan of defence, suggested by their European 
Engineer Officers, "was -well designed, although in its execution 
the details ^verc somcAvhat defective, from the works having been 
ap 2 )ortioned for execution amongst the different Commanders of 
Seik llcgimcnts ; this arrangement naturally resulting in . a want 
of uniformity, and in some instances in weak construction. 

An admirably-designed ])ontoon-bridgc was thrown across the- 
river; the end on the left or south bank being defended by 
earthworks, which the enemy intended to strengthen and extend 
day by day, as time and opportunity might be afforded. 

The Seik Commander had constructed another bridge of boats 
about twenty miles further do^\^l the river, which was guarded by 
a strong force of Cavalry. 

The British Coramander-in-Chief, as we need hardly state, felt 
himself unable to immediately follow uj) the advantages Avhich he 
had gained at Mudki and Ferozshah; and, consequently, he deter- 
mined to await the arrival of the [Meerut force ordered to the 
front under Sir John Gray, and of oiu' hea^y guns, escorted by 
the 9th and 16th Lancers, and H.M. 10th and 53rd Foot; for, 
although this delay enabled the enemy to strengthen their 
)ecenit)er 28th, 1845— Januaiy entrenchments on the Sutlej, it Avas 
12th, 184C. deemed jnndcnt not to risk another 

general engagement imtil these reinforcements should havo 
arrived. 

On the 28th of December the British Cainj) aaus advanced 
about ten miles nearer to the enemy’s jDOsition, Sobraon ; the left 
of om* Army noAV resting on the A'iUage of Altari, and circling 
round from that point in an easterly direction ; and on the 12th of 
January, 1846, a further forward movement of about eight miles 
AA'as made. 
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The British Army was now gradually closing on its enemy; 184(>, 
hut it must he home in mind that the Seik bridge of boats 
constructed across the river always afforded them a means of 
escape. 

During the time that Sir Hugh Gough was aAvaiting the arrival 
of his reinforcements under Sir Jolm Grey, he dispatched the 
1st Division of the Army, under Sir Harry Smith, with orders tO' 
reduce the F ort of Dhurrumkote ; to cover the march of the 
Meerut force; and afford relief to our Station of Lodiana; 
which was threatened by a Seik Anny of considerable strength,, 
advancing from Phillour, under the command of a well-known 
Seik General, Kunjour Sing. 

The alarm occasioned in the neighbouring Hill, and other 
British Stations, when it became knonm that Lodiana was 
threatened, amounted to a panic. The object of the enemy’s 
General was, not only to possess himself of Lodiana, but to- 
January, 18th, swoop down by a rapid movement upon one of our 
184G. Native detachments, which was escorting some of oui- 
siege-guns along the high road to his south; and had Bimjour 
Sing succeeded in his pui’pose, nothing would have been easier 
than for him to detach small parties of his troops to plunder' 
our Stations, which had been almost denuded of Military pro- 
tection — the sick in hospital, and a small guard of ’ soldiers only,, 
having been left to protect the wives and families of those- 
employed in the field. At Subathoo — ^^vhere was the depot 
of the 1st Em’opean Light Infantry — as well as at Simla,. 
Ivussowlie, and Umbala, the greatest constei-nation prevailed- 
Lieutenant Williamson, who it will be remembered was left in 
charge of the dejiot at Subathoo, -with the women, children, and 
sick of om’ Kegiment, having but scanty means of defence at his 
disposal, sought and obtained the advice of General Tapp,, 
residing in retirement near Subathoo, who had served with the- 
Bengal Em'opean Regiment as far back as 1803 ; and under this- 
experienced Officer’s advice, wise precautions were adopted 



Kill HAKUY smith’s VICTOIIY AT AIAWAH. 


39 G 

18JC. ■for flic Hjifely of the Station ami trooj)?!. Fortunately, the 
success of Sir Harry Smith’s Division at AHwal, -wlicre he 
gained a signal vietm’y over Rnnjonr Sing’s Army on the 28th of 
January, dissij)ated the fears of the unprotected Stations, and 
contidenec Avas again restored. 

On the 18th Jamiary a further forward nuive Mas made by the 
British Army in the direction of Sohnion, -which m’us uom’ 
■completely invested, both the right and the left of our Army 
resting near the banks of the Sutlej ; so that the enemy’s position, 
Avhieh was at the bond of the river, was, so to speak, within 
the grip of the British Army. 

The news of Sir Harry Smith’s victory at Aliwal reached the 
Headquarter camp on the same day on M'hich it m'us fought 
(28th January, 181G). No diOiculty had been experienced in 
reducing the Fort of Dlmrrumkote; and although the enemy 
had cajitured Smith’s camp eijuipage and baggage at Budiwal, 
lie, by the rajtidity of his movements, had saved the Station 
■of Lodiana, and then completely defeated his enemy in open 
fight at Aliwal. The news of this victory -vvas hailed by the 
Headquarter Army with great joy, for it relieved the anxiety 
•of those Officers and soldicr.s udiosc families M'orc left at their 
llcginiental depots. A Royal salute -was fired on the early 
morning of tlie 20th, announcing the victory of Alitval ; but 
the Seiks, nou' entrenched only a short distance in front of 
our camp, either in defiance — or jmssibly because they -wished 
to keep their troops in ignorance of our having gained, a victory 
over Runjour Sing — ^imitated onr example, not only by firing a 
Royal salute, but by their bands turning out in front of their 
entrenchments, and playing our “National Anthem.” 

During the time that -we had been awaiting the arrival of our 

Jannarj' 29th— February Oth, I'cavy guns, the enemy had been daily 
184G. strengthening his position, until it now 

fonued an extensive semi-circle around the tefe-dii-pont on the south 
bank of the river. Their entrenchments had been gi-adually 



TIIK KNKMy’s position AT SOBKAON. 


397 


extended ; noiv forming a succession of cavtliworks enveloped in 181(»_ 
outer batteries of enormous strength. Those on the left and 
centre faces of their position were the strongest and most 
massive ; but, though those on the right face were not constructed 
in so scientific a manner, they were strengthened by masked 
batteries on the ri"ht bank of the river. 

The Commander-in-Chief gives the following description of the 
enemy’s position at Sobraon. He says, “ The enemy’s wOrks 
“ had been repeatedly reconnoitred during the time of my ”■ 

“ Headquarters at Nihalkce (Akhberwala) by myself, my depart- 
“ mental staff and my Engineers and Ai-tillcry Officers. Our 
“ observations, coupled with the I'cports of spies, convinced us 
“ that there had devolved on us the arduous task of attacking in ” 

“ a position covered with formidable entrenchments no fewer tlian ” 

“ 30,000 men the best of the Khalsa troops with 70 pieces of 
“ cannon united by a good bridge to a reserve on the opposite 
“ bank on which the enemy had a consideinble camp and some ” 

“ Artillery commanding and flanking the field works on our ” 

“ side.” 

In the early days of Februaiy, the Division of the Army which 
had been detached, under Sir Harry Smith, to operate against the 
Seik force under Runjour Sing, had rejoined the headquarter 
camp ; and the siege guns, ndth the Meerut force rmder Sir John 
Grey, had ari-Ived; so that, on the 9th of Februaiy, Sir Hugh 
Gousrh was enabled to fomi his plan for the attack of the enemv’s 
position. 

As has already lieen stated, the right face of the enemy’s -svorks 
was considered the most vulnerable ; because, although it was flanked 
bv a battery on the north bank of the river, there were but few 
2 XU 1 S on this face of the entrenchments ; and cousequently it v.-as 
determined to make their right the first point of our attack. 

The Commander-in-Chief in his despatch thus describes his 
disposition of the British force : — 

“On the margin of the Sutledge on our left two Brigades of ”■ 
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1846. “Major-General Dick’s Division nnclcr liis personal command” 
“stood ready to commence tire assault against tire enemy’s” 
“ extreme right. The 7th Brigade, in which was the 10th Foot ” 
“ reinforced by the 53rd Foot and led Iry Brigadier Stacey was ” 
■“ to head the attack sujrported at 200 yards distance by the 6th ” 
■“ Brigade under Brigadier the Hon. T. Ashburnham which ” 
was to move forward from the entrenched village of Rhodawala, ” 
•“ leaving if necessary a Regiment for its defence. In the centre ” 
■“ Major-General Gilbert’s Division was deployed for sujrport or” 
attack, its right resting on the village of Little Sobraon.” 

This plan of operations having been arranged, it was decided 
that the attack on the enemy’s entrenchments should take place on 
the following morning (10th FebiTiary, 1846); and secret orders 
were accordingly issued to commanding Officers. During the 9th 
of February three Officers joined the 1st European Light Infantry, 
viz : — Lieutenant-Colonel Orchard, C.B., and Ensigns Hamilton 
and G. 0. Lambert. Colonel Orchard had cancelled his leave of 
absence to take command of the Regiment in the field, but, to the 
universal regret of our Officers and men, an unforeseen difficulty 
presented itself : Colonel Orchard, being senior to some of the 
Brigadiers in command, and the arrangements for all the Brigades 
for the next day’s attack having been completed. Orchard was 
promoted to the rank of Brigadier, anti appointed to act as second 
in command of the 7th Brigade. 

Ensign Hamilton, who had been left with the depot, had now 
so far recovered, that his earnest request to be allowed to join 
’ his Regiment in the field Avas granted, and he had hastened, 
at considerable risk, to join headquarters. Ensign George C. 
Lambert, a young Officer who had just been gazetted to the Regi- 
ment, had hastened up the country, eager to take his share in the 
campaign ; his brother. Lieutenant J. Lambert, Avas one of the most 
gallant Officers in the Regiment, and the young Ensign met Avith 
a hearty reception for his brother’s sake. 

Experience had taught most of us that Ave had no light work 
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Tieforo iis on tlic morrow. 'When wc sejiaratcd after our mess-.184C. 
•dinner, before the battle of Kcrozshab on the 20th of December, 
1845, many of the Officers were strangers to the realities of war; 

Ijnt l)cfore we separated after mess, on the 9th of February, 1846, a 
•ceremony was performed, at the Commanding Officer’s request, 
which savoured more of serious reality than it woidd have done 
■on the previous occasion, when all, with the exception of Captain 
'Thomas Box, were light-hearted and merry. Addressing the 
•Officers of the Regiment, Colonel Birrel reminded them of the 
many absentees who had fallen since the commencement of the 
•campaign ; and lie enjoined on all Officers present to shake hands, 
so that, should there have been ill-feeling on the jiart of any, it 
might end for ever. He reminded us that we had a perilous 
undertaking before us on the next day ; and that, to a certainty, we 
should not all meet again at the next mess-dinner. There was a 
solemnity in Colonel Birrell’s address, and the ceremony enjoined 
had the efl’ect of cementing old friendships, and in some cases 
hejiling ill-feeling which might otherwise have existed for years, 
perhaps till death. All the Officers present solemnly shook hands 
[•'ebruarj' 9th, itnd retired to their tents, but not to sleep ; for there were 
1846. letters to be written home, many of them the last. It 
was not till past midnight that all the lights in the camp were 
extinguished; and two hours afterwards we were forming on parade, 
and t.aking up position with oxir sepai-ate Brigades and Divisions. 

The enemy was evidently not aware of our intended attack. 
There was dead silence in his camp as we noiselessly approached 
under cover of a dense fog, which prevented our seeing more 
February lOtb, than a few yards ahead, and rendered the taking up our 
1846 - allotted positions a matter of some difficidty. 

Gilbert’s Division — in wliich were the 1st European Light 
Infantry — ^faced the north, right opposite to the centre, the 
strongest part of the enemy’s entrenchments. 

The rising sun rapidly dispelled the fog — ^^vhich suddenly rose 
in a dense cloud — ^^vhen a magnificent picture presented itself. 
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ISIG. Our Artillery ■was now seen in position awaitinp: orders to^ 
0))cn fire, and the plain was covered with our troops ; the fortified 
village of Khodawala on our left huing filled with our Infantiy. 
As the fog cleared, our mortars and siege-guns opened a simul- 
taneous fire, and the enemy appeared now for the first time to 
realize their danger. 

The Reik drums heat the alann; their bugles and tnimpcts 
sounded £o arms ; and in a few minutes the whole of the enemy’s 
hattorics wore manned, and their gjins ])f)uring shot and shell in 
the direction of our troops. 

Gilbert’s Division was ensconced under cover of the hanks of 
the dry bed of a small river, which partially encircled the outer 
works of the enemy’s position. The action was commenced by 
an Artilleiy duel, which lasted about two hours; when Gongl; 
was informed that our ammunition was nearly exj)cndcd. Imme- 
diate orders were now given for the two Brig-.ules on our e.xtrcme 
left*'' to carry the right entrenchments of the enemy. 

From the dry bed of the idver we had a sj)lendid view of the 
advance, and the effect of the attack. The Beng;il Horse Artillery 
— than which there were no finer or more efficient jWtilleiy in the 
Avorld — came forward at full gallop; and, suddenly halting and 
unlimbering their guns at a distance of only three hundred yards 
, from the enemy, opened a regidar and rapid fire. As the Infantry 
, advanced to the attack this fire was slackened, and as the final 
charge Avas made it ceased. The Infantry charge Avas at first 
decided and cffeetiA-e; the entrenchments being carried at the 
point of the bayonet AA'ithout a musket-shot haA’ing been fired, 
and the enemy forced back on its inner Avorks. Noaa-^, for the first 
time, our Commander’s plan of action seemed to daAATi upon the 
Seiks, and they hastened to redeem their AA'ant of foresight; 
rapidly concentrating their Avholc strength in their AA'eaker right 
February lOtli, defences ; and, irtterly disregarding feints AA'liicIi had 
1846. been made toAA’ards their centre and left, their troDjAS- 
* Under Major-General Dick. 
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msliecl towards tlieir right, hi'inglng with them many of their 1846. 
field-guns, which they rapidly placed in position to cover their 
advancing Infantry. They apparently felt that if they conld 
regain possession of their entrenchments on their right, we 
conld not with onr whole strength carry the more fonnidahle 
fortifications on their centi'e and left. The first British Division 
wavered, under the overwhelming force which was hearing down 
ixpon it ; and amidst the shouts of the enemy, now redoubling 
their efforts, Dick’s Division began giadnally to lose ground, 
nobly disputing every inch, but evidently unable to hold the 
batteries which they had captured, and which were quickly 
vn-enched from their grasp and re-ocenpied by the enemy. 

The 2nd Brigade of onr left Division now charged forward in 
support, and Ashhumham’s Reserves pushed gallantly to the 
front; hut it was of no avail; our 1st Division, as well as 
the Reserve, vastly outnumbered and overmatched, being all 
forced hack. 

The first part of Sir Hugh Gough’s programme having failed, 
there was but one course left; the feint attacks of oiu- centre 
February 10th, right must at once be converted into real assaults. 

1846. Tlie demonstration which Gilbert’s Division had made 
on the enemy’s centre had the effect of drawing the fire from his 
strongest batteries on it ; this being part of Gough’s plan. He 
wanted the attention of the enemy to he diverted from their right ; 
so he arranged that Gilbert’s (the centre) Division should be . 
protected from the fire which it must necessarily attract, by 
taking advantage of the cover afforded by the dry bed of the 
nulla ; hut now it Avas called upon to make a real attack upon the 
batteries from which it had just attracted the enemy’s heaviest fire. 

Relieved from the pressure on their right, the enemy had 
swarmed to their centre and left batteries just as the order 
arrwed for Gilbert’s DiAusion to assault, and Sir Hugh Gough, 
who AA'as Avatching the movement, was heard to exclaim : “ Good ” 

“ God! they aaIU he annihilated.’’ 
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XIIE EATXIiE or SOBRAON. 

1S40. TJie fire from the enemy’s heavy guns in tlieir centre batteries, 
their zamburucks,* and musketry, was terrific; and the air, charged 
with sulphur, was stifling, and so heated that it was almost un- 
bearable. jSTow on rushed the Bengal Eiu’opean Regiment, Avith a 
determination which promised to carry everything before it ; soon 
reaching the ditch which formed the outer defence, and springing 
into it, they found themselves confronted by the massive walls 
which in the distance had appeared less formidable, for they now 
found these works too high to escalade without ladders. To 
retire was ag.ain to encounter the storm of fire through which they 
had just passed, to remain in their present position was annihila- 
tion ; ^ therefore, the Regiment, mortified and chagrined, was 
forced again to seek shelter under cover of the bank of the 
dry river wliich it had left but a short time before. Dm'ing 
our advance several Officers and men had fallen; Captain Shuttle- 
worth being shot dead, and Ensigns Hamilton, Davidson, and 
Innes struck down, as well as many of om* soldiers' killed and 
wounded. 

As our Regiment was retiring the enemy sent out thoii' dis- 
mounted Oavahy to cut up those who had fallen ; and these men 
barbai’ously murdered many of our wounded who might otheinvise 
have found their Avay to our camp in safety. 

On reaching the dry bed of the river it was found that 
February 10th, Brigadier McLaren, commanding our Brigade, was 
184 : 6 . mortally wounded, and Colonel Birrell, the next in 
seniority, assumed command of the Brigade; the command of the 
1st EiU’opean Light Infantry devolving on om' Adjutant, Brevet- 
Captain Douglas Seaton, who, rapidly forming up the Regiment 
and instnicting his Officers to rush at the embrasures and spike 
the enemy’s guns, led them to their second charge. Having 
taken ground to its left the line now boldly advanced ; but it was 
a second time luu'led back. A third time the Bengal Em’opeans, 
having inclined fm’ther to the left, charged Avith a hejirty cheer 

1-lb, B-vvivcl guns. 



THE BATTLE OF SOBBAOX. 


403 


.-nnd a clctcvmination -wliicli no fire could check : dashins forward 1846. 
without halt or hesitation this time, uot-vnthstandinsr that the 
a-auks were thinned at every step. The embrasures were now 
reached, the foremost men haa-ing been propped up on the 
•shoidders of their comrades: shouts of joy rang through the 
innks as the little parties who had gained a footing found their 
mumhers inside the batteries increasing ; and a rush was made at 
the enemy’s heavy guns, which were now captmed and spiked. 

The glad ncAvs soon reached us that, as the mass of the Seik 
Army had been withdrami from the weaker entrenchments on 
the right to enable them to repel our repeated attacks on centre 
and on left, the 1st Division and its reserves under Ashburnhani 
had successfully renewed their attack on the enemy’s right, 
driven them from their entrenchments and recaptured their guns, 
ebrufuy lOtli, Fi'Obi our right also came the welcome intelligence that 
1846. the enemy’s batteries had at last been cairied at the 

point of the bayonet; so that now the whole semicircle of the 
enemy’s outer batteries was in our possession. The Bengal- 
European Light Infantry, as well as our other troops, now faced 
the inside of the enemy’s works, which were found to be a 
■succession of entrenchments concentrating on their tete-du-pont. 

From our right-centre and left om' trooiJS pushed forwai’d, dis- 
lodging the enemy step by step towai’ds their bridge. “FTo” 

Seik offered to submit, no disciple of Govind asked for ” 

■“ quarter. Everywhere they showed a front to the victors and ” 

■“ stalked slowly and sullenly away, whilst many rushed singly ” 

•“ forth to meet assured death.”* 

This was no time for mercy or clemency ; the soldiers of the 
British Ai'my had just passed over the dead bodies of their 
•comrades, many of whom had been rutlilessly and bai-barously 
hacked to jiieces by the Seiks ; our men tliirsted for revenge, and 
•a terrible revenge they vu'eaked upon their enemy. 

Step by step the Khalsa Army was forced back in the dh’ection 
* Cunniagliam’s “ Histoiy of tlie Seiks,” p. 328. 
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184G.' of tlieir bridge, tlie pressure on wliicli became so great that the- 
sides' broke away. Nature also seemed to conspire against the 
Seiks, for since the morning the river Sutlej had suddenly and un- 
expectedly risen some soA’^en feet, so that the ford Avas not noiA' pass-- 
able; and, AAmrse than all, the centre boat of the bridge — ^Avhich 
it Avas said had been loaded AAuth poAAvler, so that it might if neces- 
'■ safy be exploded to prevent pursuit — ^liad been removed.* There 
Avas noAV nothing but death both before and behind the enemy; 
their mounted Officers, grey-bearded old chieftains, AA^aATd their- 
SAvbrds high in the aii‘, calling upon their men Avith shouts and 
gestures to drive the British from their camjj, and thus vindicate - 
their honour and maintain their faith. These brave Officers 
scorned to attempt to save themselves ; Su'dars Sham Sing 
AttariAA^alla — Avho had frequently fought under Kunjeet Sing — 
IQshen Sing, Gulab Sing Kupti, Hira Sing, and many other- 
■ -well-knoAvn Chiefs, conspicuous for bravery, being all lolled at' 
•the head of their respective commands in attempting to check the 
British onslaught. 

The enemy stiU endeavom’ed to rally, but the j)ressure Avas too - 
great; many thousands being precipitated headlong into the- 
February 10th, river ; and as our soldiers, flushed AA'ith victory, hurled 
1846. Khalsa into the rapid stream, om*. Artilleiy opened a 

galling fire of grape and shrapnell on the fugitives, rolling over- 
•the helpless AN'rithing masses as they struggled in the A\nter. If 
it be true that Lai Sing and the Lahore Durbar had schemed the 
destruction of the Khalsa Ai'my, they could not have succeeded 
more completely ; for there had been in India no such slaughter • 
since the Battle of Brixar, 1764,AYhen the dead of Shujau’d daulah’s 
Army formed a mole, over Avhich the defeated survivors effected 
their escape. The river Sutlej, after the Battle of Sobraon, Avas 
the- Golgotha of the largest proportion of the Khalsa Aiiny. 

*• It Avas asserted immediately after the battle that this boat had been 
removed by one of the Khalsa Sirdars, to cut off the retreat of any Seik- 
fugitives from their front. 
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'I'lie G(»vcrnor-(_tcii('riil. in liin X»>tifn.'ntion publislird fmirlSlC. 
tiny*- nftt'r this vlctorv, refer.- to it n- helni; “one. of tin; most 
“ dnrin^ ever nohieveil, by witieli, in o])en tiny, :i irijilc line of” 

" bren-tworks, llnnked by ft»nnitlnbli; ivtlonbt.-. bristling with” 
"Artillery, tnnnnetl by O'J Ucgulnr Kogiinents of Inf.nntry was” 

" n-.'-nnltfd and tnirried." 

I tin- emh'd the .-torin and capture of theln.-t Seik stronghold ; 
and thus virtually tennin:ited the Stitlej Cainpaign. The enemy 
lost between itOOb ami lo.OOK int'n, tU) piece.- of heavy Artillery, 
ami upwards tif I'tiO camel swivtd gnus ('/.amlninick.s) : bnt this 
gniml rc'-nlt was not aehieved without an immense sacrifice of 
lift* on onr side. 

Ihiring the advance of the “ml or Cienoa! (filbert , '.h Division, 
dS'.t jiu*n fell within half-an-himr : the Isl I'hiropcan Light 
Infaiitry losing 12 ()lliet*rs. 12 Sergeants, and 17d of nink and 
file; their g;ill.uit (lenend (iilbert being ak-o wounded at the 
heatl of the Division, and Hrigtidier McLart'n. who commanded 
•onr Hrigade, and was referred tt) by the Commamler-in-Chief in 
his disjiatch as “one. t»f the ablest ttf the senior Ollieers of the’’ 
“force.” being moriallv wonmled whilst leading ns to the as,<anlt. 

This Officer was belovetl by the 1st Knntpean Kcgimcnt, 
having endeared himself by his genial, kindly, fatherly bearing 
towards those who served tinder him; and his death wa.s deeply 
lamenlt'd. 

It mnst l)e home in mind that onr Kcgiment had suffered so 
--(^verely at the Battle of Feroz,shah n.s to muster little over -JOO 
when it went into tiction at Stdiraon. Of this numher 197 fell in 
the latter battle; so that nearly one-half of the c.omhatant.s was 
•either killed or wounded during the three as.eanlts on the enemy’s 
stronghold at Sobroan. 

Of all ninks in the British Army there were killed at Sohraon 
320, and wounded 20(53, making a total of 2383. 

Before noon the battle was over, and the enemy had been 
<lriven from (he Company’s tcrritorie.s. A strange calm succeeded 
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184:0 tlie fui’ious tumult whicli had raged since early morning. Them 
came the sad duty of burying our dead and collecting oiu* 
wounded. Twenty-seven brave men of om’ Regiment were placed 
in one grave on the hank of the dry bed of the river from wliich 
they had made their three gallant assaidts. 

The enemy were allowed to return to the left bank of the 
Sutlej for the same purpose, but they contented themselves with 
carrying away a few only of the bodies of their leaders ; amongst 
which was that of their grand old General Sirdar Sham Sing ;; 
those not removed being left as food for the jackal 'and the^ 
vultm’e. 

The scenes in camp that afteimoon and dm'ing the whole night 
were sad in the extreme — the watcliing beside the bed of a dying 
comrade, the stillness of the night broken only by the groans from, 
the amputating tents — there was no chlorofonn in those days — 
these are the realities of war. 

The following is a list of the killed and wounded Officers of 
the 1st Bengal Eiuopean Xiight Infantry at the Battle of 
Sobraon : — 

. Killed, 

Lieutenant F. Shuttleworth. 

Ensign F. W. A. Hamilton. 

Wounded. 

Lieutenant J. Lambert (mortally). 

Ensign G. H. Davidson (mortaUj'^). 

Lieutenant G. G. Denniss (severely). 

Lieutenant A. Hume (dangerously). 

Lieutenant T. Staples (retm*ned slightly wounded,, 
but part of foot amputated) 

Lieutenant D. C. T. Beatson (died next day). 

Ensign G. O. B. Palmer (slightly). 

Ensign P. E. Innes (slightly). 

' , Captain E. Magnay (severely). 

Lieutenant J. Pattullo (severely). 
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‘ ^\lion tlic ]pl, Europoun Light Infantry left Suballioo on the 18!0. 
10th of l)cceinl)c?r, It'Io, tlierc were ])re.«ent 24 Oflicer;?, aiul 
2 joined afterwards ; making a total of 2(), 

At the battle of Ferozshah and the storm and eajjtnre of 
Sobmon. 0 Officers were killed and 11 less severely wounded ; thus 
a total of 20 out of 20 Officers fonned the casualty list during 
the campaign. 

The 1st European Light Infantry which had been 010 strong — 
after having left its sick in hosjntal, and men on diit}' with the 
Depot at Subathoo — lost lOti nink and file killed and wounded ; 

Fcbr.wrj- lltli, there being left for duty with the headrpiarters of the 
Kegiment on the 11th Fcbniarr onlv 0 Officers and 230 
nink and fde. 

If the loss of a Kegiment during a campaign be anv indication 
of its good services, then assuredly the 1st Europetm Light 
Infantr)' must be admitted to have fought well indeed: for seldom 
has a Regiment shomi such a castudtv list in anv single snceessftd 
campaign. 

Would that Avc could jdace on reconl the name of (•.v(-ry 
Xon-Coiiimissioned Officer’' and prir.ate soldier who .-ignally 
distinguished himself and deser-ve- special mention, for many vrere 

the individual hemic dec-fis which c-an onlr Im; knov.Ti bv the 

^ 0 

gener.d result : but the Officers who fell were our intimate friend-' 
and companions, their many kindly, brotherly acts bringing their 
memory more strongly Isefore us. 

Of Lieutenant John Lambert. McGregor in his"Il!-tory of 
the rieii-rs.” say.s. “To speak of him as merely a brother Officer ” 
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•184G. “ liavc been uu lioiiov to tlie fair town of Alnwick wln'cli nave 
“ him birth ; but, be died the death he coveted, fell fighting ” 
“ side by side with his gallant companions before Sobraon, " 
“ universally lamented, by his brother Officers.” CaptJiin E. C. 
Napier, afterwards the hero of Magdala, says, “ 1 saw that fine ” 
■“ boy — Lambert — after Sobraon in the F crozpoor Hospital, ” 
“ with one log amputated, full of the same spirit that he had ” 
“ dis])layed at the Battle of Ferozshah ; but he did not recover.” 
The author re-echoes jMcGrcgor’s words. .John Lambert was 
indeed “ an honor to his profession.” 

Ensign Fred Hamilton was — as has been previously narrated — 
left on account of ill-health with the de])bt of the Regiment when 
it went on service against the Seiks. It was a sore trial, and he 
begged Avith tears to be allowed to accom])any his Regiment, but the 
Surgeon Avas inexorable; but no sooner Avas his health sufficiently 
restored than he, at considerable risk, hastened to his post, too 
late to take part in the Battle of Ferozshah ; but alas ! in time to 
meet his death at Sobraon, AA'hcre this handsome, gallant, brave 
young Officer lay a mangled corpse before the outer fortifications. 
He Avas shot doAAm during the first adA’ance, and in this helpless 
condition A\’as cut to pieces by the enemy aaIio sallied forth from 
the embrasures as the Regiment aa-us driven back. 

Lieutenant ShuttleAvorth fell caily in the day ; he Avas not, like 
young Hamilton, hacked and mutilated, but shot dead ; and it 
does not appear that he moved after he fell. ShuttleAA’orth, A\hen 
our Regiment Avas ordered on SerA'ice, had obtained leaA'e of 
absence to visit his home in England, but the rude blast of aa-ot 
cancelled his furlough ; and, AA'hilst those near and dear to him 
Avere expecting his immediate return, he Avas lying under the 
cold earth close to the field of battle at Sobraon. 

There AA^as also Gordon Hugh DaA'idson, the companion and 
dearest friend of the author. No one knew him so intimately, no 
one so appreciated his noble, honest natime, his sterling worth. 
McGregor speaks of him as “uniting the daring coAU’ageof a soldier 
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"to till' Mu i-lit-'-t. iiiiMu",! ^]uril,” ilrw.i-. linnc n.'i luMvns ikm 

( tunlnj! iriviil‘<in ^h^>t l*y:i inu*-!u'!-li:tlliii lirciu-t, 

<Uirin:’ («ut fn-! :»K;uuu', :in<i wn'- ontjvincd lu llu* f'n'lil lionpitnl. 

The hull' ! u;tH eMnseiril !!■<*»»» hi- niul H'l he u;i« hroupjhi. 

!<t <nir tent, W^- h.u! !> fi Ji t>tji<'i!»er ihn! uiernine; full of hope 
n!i<l i<<%. hii? Mnw lii- hu-f \v;>- -hnmheji niul wan and liardlv lo 
It ‘rinit nijiihl fewr -npervened, uith pandtinir 

thitf-t, a \\< ifv. I'.i'lpli-*^- hi<4;, the la-t tne--aee — tile e;las>y, fixed 
eye^ ade( p aju! rd! ua- uvj’f. Metije^or eoiuinne-'. “ Il.nd ” 

n hntjju r falten th'* ^rief etndd nut have heen nun-e puiynani ” 

“ thasi slei! <-f hi- vntiti'f e<itiip:ui!ini ill afiii- wJio j-liarcd the” 

“ >;Uiu' •<’!)! -ajth Idni. and :d<-o watched hi*; departin'^ spirit. " 
Mc(irt;uir tiever wjute more tndy. 

Shn'.th witrsh. IlnmiUon. and Diuid-on were hnried on the. 
•Acniti;! Mice.-, tiiije ■(„. battle, in n ^-luall orove of t!ee< ehi.-e lo 
•, j j, 3 , onr cuinji. It v.a- idino-t «lari:, the niomi fitfidly 
-hinine out, the de.nl march played hy our hatid heinj; 
the (iidv ninnd n- the funefzd ror.vyc nun id along; this wu.s 
fii Hindi that n stratiger ea-u:dly ji.-u^-ing might perhajis have 
thonehl tint the d<-ad < Uiicers had hnt few friends. Alas! they 
were followed to iheif gi-ave- hy all their eompunions who had 
Minived the hloody campaign — -i.x hrother nnieer,-. 

Iv.ifly on the morning of the I2th «tf Fehniary onr eanip was 
-tnick. and we advanced toward^ Fero/.jmre. where a dmihle 
bridge of boats had hei'ji •■oiistmettHl ; and, on the Idth the 
whole force, with the exception of onr heavy Artillery train, 
eru.-sed the Sutlej; and. making a rapid march, etie.-unpcd at. 
Ktunr. in the Punjab, sixteen miles from I'erozpoiu, and about 
thirty from Lahore. 

The remnant of the Klial-a Ann>-. after the battle of .Soln-.mn, 
laid encamped at Kac'ham, about eighteen inile.s ea.st of Jjahorc; 

;ind with them were their Commanders 'J'ej Singand Lai Sing; the 
Citadel of Lahore being guarded by Golab Sing’s troops. 

On the Ifnh of February a number of Seik Chiefs, c.scortc(l 



410 


TIIK TKIOIS OF I’KACF. 


184G. by Cavalry and bearing a white flag, were seen to approach the- 
British camp ; it Avas the Baja Golab Sing, Avho arrived with full 
credentials from the Maharaja of the Pnnjanb, to bcgpardon in the- 
name of the Lahore Durbar, for the oflcnces Avhich had been 
committed by their Army against the British power, and to- 
endeavour to negotiate terms of peace. 

The Governor-General a.ssemblcd his principal Officers, and 
received the Raja in Durbar, but all the usual forms and cerc-- 
monies Avere purposely omitted ; the Raja adA anced and ofFcrcd to 
the Governor-General nnz/.ur.s — complimentary presents — but 
these AA'cre refused. 

The folloAving Avere the ]>rincipal terms demanded by the 
British GoA'crmuent ; and accepted by Golab Sing on the part of 
the Lahore Durbar : — 

1. The surrender of the Seik territory lying bctAA’cen the Bias- 
and Sutlej rivers. 

2. Payment of one-and-a-half crorcs of rupees (IJ million 
sterling), as indemnity for the cxijcnses of the Avar. 

3. The disbandment of the present Seik Amiy, and its re- 
organization on an improved system, to be determined on in- 
communication AA’ith the British Government. 

4. The surrender of all the guns AA'hich had been employed 
against us. 

5. The British to have complete control of both banks of 
the river Sutlej. 

The Governor-General then directed that the Maharaja Dulip- 
Sing should be brought to the British Camp, AA'hich adA’^anced 
the next day to Lulliana; AA'here the young Maharaja, in obedience 
to the Governor-Genei-al’s order, an-iA'ed Avith his Chiefs, and at 
once tendered his submission. 

The usual salutes and other ceremonies AA'ere at first omitted,, 
but on the Maharaja accepting the proffered terms, asldng pardon 
for the. offences committed by his Army, and begging that he 
might be restored to the friendship of the Govez'uor-Generab. 
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the iiiizziivs were again presented and this time accej)ted ; and 1816. 
the Durbar broke up under a full salute. 

With this treaty terminated what may he called the first 
chapter of the conquest of the Punjab. 

The Dritish Army was now informed that as it was the intention 
of the Indian Council to re-establish the Seik Grovernment at 
Lahore on friendly tenns, that city woidd be protected from 

February March, pifijgc; nnd our soldiers therefore were ordered to 

1846. receive one yeax-’s extra “batta” in lieu of plimdei’. 

The Eani, it was xmderstood, promised a like amount ; but it was 
well kuoxvn that she had not the means, even if she had the 
inclination, to fulfil her pi’omise. 

The British Anuy encamped on the plain outside the walls of 
Lahore on the 20th Febiuaxy ; and now that the ciu-rying out of 
the terms of the treaty had been satisfactorily arranged, ordei’s 
were issued for the breaking up of the “ Army of the Sutlej 
and the retuim of the troops to Hindustan. 

Lai Sing was appointed to the Vazirship of the Lahoi’e 

Durbar, and Tej Sing was nominated to the Cliief Command of 

the Khalsa Army; both appointments being made with the 

approval of the Governoi'-Genei~al. But Lai Sing and Tej Sing 

felt that not only their positions, but their lives, woxdd be in 

■imminent danger as soon as the Klialsa .tkmiy shoidd fuUy realise 

, . „ that they had been betrayed by their leaders — and these- 

Marcu, 1846. , , , i -i • i 

leadei's the veiy men now placed xn jxower at the 

instigation of the British Govei-nment. FuiThermore, not- 
withstanding that complete arrangements had been made for- 
the governing power of the Seik Diu'bai', as Avell as for the 
political management and jSIilitaiy occupation of our newly- 
acquired provinces in the Pimjaub, the Bani and the members of 
the Lahore Dui’bai- felt that their own pei'sonal safety and that of 
the young Maharaja coidd only be assxned by the presence of a 
protecting force at the capital. It was therefore ordered that a ’ 
British contingent shoidd x-emain at Lahore until the end of the- 
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1S46. yciii' 1846, but no longer. Tiic guns of the Fort of Lahore were, 
!it the request of the Durbar, Iwinded over to the charge of our 
Artillery; and, some of our troops having I)ecn locatcdrin the eity, 
the Fani and her son returned to the Palace, wliich they had 
hitherto considered was not a j)lace of safety. 

On the 23rd of !March the IsL Furopetin Light Infantry 
jMnrcli 23rd— 2Gtli, connnenced its return to India : on the 26th 
1840. rcerossed the JSutlej, and on the following day the 

Regiment Avas insjAccted by the Commander-in-C'diicf, Avho AA'as 
overcome Avith gemiine emotion as he realised the reduced 
condition of the Regiment — truly but a skeleton of its former seF. 
He spoke to the men feelingly and impressively of their gallant 
conduct during the campaign, and remarked that the number of 
Avounded in the ranks proved hoAV eager they had been to take 
their share of duty Avith their more fortunate comrades. To the 
Officers he said that, should Her Majesty be pleased to confer on 
him her gracious approA’al for the ptirt he had taken in the late 
campaign, he should alA\’ay.s feel that such apjn-oval Avas due to 
the Officers and men Avho had gained for him this great success. 
In conclusion. His Excellency announced to the Regiment that, 
in reAA'ard!for its distiiufuished seiwices. he had obtained the 

Ia O 

permission of the Government of India to create the Bengal 
European Light Infantry a Fusilier Regiment, and thcnce- 
foi'Avard it Avas to be designated “The 1st Euro 2 )ean Bengal 


Fusiliers.” 

The next day the 1st Euroj)Can Bengal Fusiliers continued its 
rctiu'n march to Subathoo, Avhich station it reached early in 

April, 1846. 

Orders had previously been issued directing the 2nd Bengal 
.Euroj)ean Regiment* to proceed to Subathoo ; and, as there 
Avas only permanent accommodation for one Regiment, the 
2nd Europeans Avere housed in temporary .buildings. They 
reached the station on the 20th of AjAril, aa'Iicu they received a 


* Now the 2nd Battalion Iloyal jSlAinster Fusiliers. 
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lu’nrtv wrlcomo from llioir lister IJcgimont ; and during the time isiff. 
tlint the 1st mid 2nd ^verc quartered together, nothing could 
have exceeded the good-felhnvshij> which existed hetween the 
Iv’egiments. 

nuring the autumn of tliis year Colonel .losc])h Orchard, C.B., 
again commanding the Hegimenl. met with an accident on paiiulc 
which unlnqqiily terminated fatallj- : his horse swerving and throw- 
ing his rider violently to the ground. One of the Onicers ran to 
his assistance, hut. «]uickly recovering himself. Orchard .«pning to 
his fed, reprimanded the Ofliccr for having left the ranks, and 
Olden’d the Begiment to “ retire hy douhlc column of subdivisions 
from both Hanks in rear of the centre.” This was the last word of 
command he ever gave — it was in vain he attempted to remount his 
horse; tlu; par.ule was dismissed, and the Colonel was assisted to 
liis house near at hand, where he lingered for a few months, when 
he died — February llHh, lt>17 — and was buried with all ^lilit.my 
honours in the cemetery at Subathoo. 

Kothing could suiqiass tbe genuine grief of the Fusiliers; for 
Colonel Orchard was. in every sense, the father of the Ecgimcnt, 
with which he had served over forty years. He was not only 
respected, he was beloved by all under his command ; and his 
memorv has always licmi held in afleefionate vencnition by all 
those who had the privilege, of serving under him. 

The gloom cast over the Kegiment was at this time enhanced by 
the tcrtible visitation of a very virulent form of Cholera, which 
created terrible havoc, especially amongst the young soldiers lately 
joined to fill the many vacancies created during the Sutlej War, 

Towards the close of FSIT the Lst Bengal Fusiliers was 
ordered to Cawnpore, and on arrival the Beglment Avas placed 
under the command of Colonel George Huyshe, C.B, In the 
following autumn the left Wing, under command of Major H. 

T. Combe, Avas detached to Agra, A\-hcre it remained until the 
close of 1849. In the meantime events of importance had oc- 
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184G. ciuTccl in tlio Pnnjiib, calling for the interference of tlie British 
Government. 

As the time apj)roache(l for the witlulrawiil of the British troops 
from Biihore, notwithstanding that the Governor-General had 
said, “in no ease can I consent th:it the British shall remain in ” 
“ garrison ” at Lahore, “fora longer jierind than the end of this ” 
“ year,”" com])lications had ai'isen which rendered the revision of 
this edict ncccs.sary. A treaty was consequently entered into on the 
Kith Decendjer, 184(1, between the British Government and the 
Lahore Durbar, tinder the jirovisions of which it was agreed that 
“ a British Officer with an efficient establishment shall be ” 
“ appointed by the Governor-GenciTil to remain at Lahore, ” 
“Avhich Officer shall have full authority to direct and control all” 
“ matters in, every department of the state.” 

Colonel Henry Lawrencef was the Officer appointed by the 
Governor-General to this responsible position, and ho apjdied for' 
and obtained the services of some of the .ablest Officers in the 
Army ; amongst those so appointed being Lieutenant Herbert B. 
Edwai-dcs, of the Ist European Bengal Fusiliers, who was dis- 
patched to the far-distant station of Bunnu, situated in a portion 
of the Seik temtories ceded to the Lahore Durbar by the 
Afghans. This district had never been conquered, nor had it 
been, strictly speaking, even occupied by the Punjab troops ; it 
was about thirty marches to the north-west of Lahore, its inhabitants 
being warlike and independent ; so that although the task which 
Colonel Lawence imposed upon young Edw.ardes required sound 
judgment, courage, and skill, he jiroved liimself fully equal to 
the responsibility. 

Colonel Lawrence’s administr,ation of the affairs of the Punjab 
lasted until the commencement of the year 1848. He inaugmated 
the principles of Government Avhich he deemed suitable to the 
•circumstances ; but he altogether lost sight of the fact that the 
rroccedings in Durbar held at Lahore, 9th March, 1846. 

•}• Afterwards Colonel Sir Henry La'wreuce, K.C.B. 
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•cfll'o.t. of (he litaclicry of ihc Seik Cliicfs on the Klnilsa 'tvas 1816. 
hearinj; fruit, which threatened to terminate in mutiny and eerious 
•diHorder. lie believed that the jicoplc of the Punjab were in 
oA’ery way Kitif-fied with the Kegency of the Britiffh; and, having 
received a>'j;uring rejxjrts from Edwirdcp, NioholHon, Bowie and 
•other.-, he anticipated no outbreak or dilliculty; po he resigned his 
charge and accompanied the Governor-Gcnend — Lord Ilardinge — 
to England. 

Colonel Lawrence wa.« sticcccded by Sir F. Currie, Foreitrn 
Secretary to the Government of India; who, following his 
jnx'dcce.'J.'Or’s policy, elabonited hi.*: jilan.*, and trn.cting to the 
.a.'=.«nnmce.« of the Seik Chiefs by whom he was .surrounded that 
the whole conntr}- wa.-- in a state of contentment and jicace, looked 
forward to a ftttnrc nde of tnimjnillity. 

The Ivhidsa Army wa.® now fully convinced that it had been 
betniyed by it.s Coimnanders in the la.st camjiaign, :ind it believed 
that it was in reward for .‘^uch betrayal that the British had 
-apjiointcd T..al Sing and Tej Sing to responsible posts in the 
Seik Government. The Khal.^:a Sii’dars believed that the victories 
gained by the Briti.“h wore the result of treachery; and they 
concluded that their defeats were due either to gross mismanage- 
ment or utter faithlessness; they therefore determined to have 

• another stniggle for the nr.isteiy. 

Di ssatisfaction first showed itself at !Mnltan; Mub-aj, the 
'Governor of that jirovince, having, .since the close of the Sutlej 
Campaign, tried his strength against the Lahore troops and 

• defeated them. 

The British were bound to maintain the authority of the 
Lahore Durbar ; but before the day of retribution ^lulraj had been 
brought to reason, terms arranged, and further hostilities avoided ; 
IMulraj agreeing to cede about one-third of his province to the 
Durbar, and to pay a sum of £20,000 as succession duty. Thus 
the quarrel was supposed to have been satisfactorily aiTJinged; 

-but IMulraj thought, or pretended to thiidc, that he had been 
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18 ' 18 . ovol’-rcachcd, Jiiul in coiiscfjiieiicc rc.^j^fncfl Jiis "•ovcnioi^liij) ; but 
to hit? resignation was affixed a condition, viz., that it shoiild he kojjt 
a profound secret. Sir F rcdcrick Citn-ic either found this condition 
irksome or perhaps ini])0.ssil)l(; to maintain ; any way it leaked out,, 
and much ill-feeling, in consequence, was engendered. !Mulraj, 
being asked to cancel his resignation, rcfu.scd ; but it was not 
siispcctcd at Lahore that he was one of the jwime niovcns of an 
organized revolution in which the remnant of the Ivlialsa Army 
was deeply implicated. 

Two Officers, Mr. P. A. A'an.s Agnew and Lieutenant "W. A. 
Anderson, were apjiointcd b}- Sir Frederick Currie to proceed tO’ 
Multan, and make themselves acquainted with the State of affairs 
in the province, preparatory to its being handed over by !Mulraj tO' 
the Lahore Durbar. 

These Officers were accompanied by a body of the Lahore 
troops, who, on arrival at !Multan, mutinied, and throwng off all 
disguise joined Mulraj’s Aimy, which now declared its intention 
not to surrender the Multan distinct. Yans Agnew and Anderson 
were attacked ; the former being struck from his horse by one of 
Mulraj’s soldiers and sabred before he could regain his feet, and 
the latter maltreated by the crowd, and so wounded that he was- 
left for dead ; they were, however, extricated by Sirdar Khan Sing,, 
who had accompanied the British Officers from Lahore, and who 
had been appointed by the Lahore Durbar to succeed to the 
Governorship of the Province. The wounded Officers, with their- 
escort and six guns, attempted a defence, but were overpoAvered;. 
AgncAv’s head being severed from his body, and Anderson, aaFo 
lay helpless on his bed, being hacked to pieces. 

This state of affairs at Multan aaus quickly reported to 
EdAvardes. To haA^e aAvaited orders from Lahore Avould liaA'-e 
imperilled the status of the British at the Seik capital.. 
EdAvardes, therefore, in the absence of Eegidar troops, organized 
an Army from the raAv levies at his disposal ; and, having made a 
report of his proceedings to his Chief, marched to attack Mulraj.. 
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Echvavdes’ wliole force numbered only 1600 men; and Avas composed 1848. 
for the most part of soldiers of conflicting interests and doubtful 
allegiance. 

The neAvs of the murder of the tAvo Officers reached EdAvardes 
AA’hilst he AA’as at Dera Fath lOian, about 90 miles from Multan. 

He hastily communicated AAnth the British Officers at the nearest 
stations, asking assistance ; and one of the murdered Officers had, , 
just before his death, sent a message to General Van Courtland, 
betTwino; that he AA-ould come to his assistance Avith his Patan 
soldiers. EdAA’ardes, having been reinforced by some of Genei-al 
Van Coitrtland’s troops, attacked and defeated a large body of 
hlulraj’s Army ; and again, on May 20tli, he met and defeated 
another Division of Muh'aj’s troops at Kineri; and, after nine 
hoiu’s’ severe fighting, drove his enemy across the river Chenab, 
and thus deprived him of a large portion of bis territories. Finally, 
having received some further reinforcements, and secured the 
co-operation of some friendly Seik Chiefs, EdAA-ardes adA^anced 
on Multan itself. Here he AA-as confronted by Mulraj’s main 
Army, under the personal command of that Chief. Nothing 
July 1st, daunted, EdAA'ai’des gaA-e Muh~aj battle ; and, after a desperate 
1848, encounter, forced his antagonist to seek refuge behind his 
defences. 

The 1st Bengal Fusiliers AAere justly proud of Lieutenant 
Herbert EdAvardes.* His courage and forethought, his decision of 

* The folloAring paragraphs of a Military letter, No. 15, to Governor- 
General of India in Council, dated the 1st November, 1848, vas published 
for general information. “We have the gratification of apprizing you that 
“ the Queen has been graciously pleased to confer upon Lieutenant Herbert ” 

“ Benjamin Edwardes, of the 1st Bengal European Regiment Fusiliers, the 
“ local rank of Major in the Laliore territories. We have further the " 

“ satisfaction to state that Her Majesty has been graciously pleased, by a ” 

“ Special Statute of the Most Honourable Oi-der of the Bath, to appoint ” 
“Major Edwardes an extra Member of the Military Division of theThiid” 

“ Class or Comp.anion of that Order. With reference to your dispatches' ” 

“ and to those from the Government of Bombay announcing the Military ” 

“ operations carried on against the rebel forces of the DeAvan of Mooitan'”' 

2 E 
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clmvacter mul noble beiU’ing exercised a sj)ell c)n all Avho were 
bi-ouglit within liis inllneiiec ; and it was this power and strength 
of will which mainly contributed to a success almost un- 
paralleled in Indian history. Had Edwardes been supported 
by a small British force with a few guns, it is quite ])ossible that 
be might have averted the imjtending war — the second eha])tcr 
in the history of the eonrjuest of the Punjal). 

But intrigue in the meantime was rife at Lahore; for in duly 
it was discovered that the Bani — the (iueen Regent — wjis iin- 
])licatcd in a plot whicli threatened to dcveloj) into open war. 
The Rani was sent a statc-jn'isoncr to the Fortress of Chunar, 
whilst some other leaders of the rebellion were tried and hanged. 
But, notwithstanding the sharp measures which had been ado])ted, 
the horizon was clouded ; and it soon became evident that a second 
Seik AYar was imminent. 

The Lahore Brigade, under General AVhish, was ordered to 
Mtdtan to support Edwardes; and the Ferozpore Brigade was 
moved to Lahore, both these Brigitdes being at once pushed on to 
Multan. On arrival, September .oth, AYhish found EdAvardcs’ 
force, noAV numbering some 20,000 men, cncam])ed at Sum j Khund, 
about six miles from Midtan. 

AYhish, AA'itb his Engineer Officer, Napier, f found that the 
Fortress could not judiciously be assaulted AA-ithout the heavy 
siege-guns, AAdiieh had not yet arrived ; and it Avas not until the 

“ by this Ofliccr, avc passed on the l! 5 th of September last a resolution, of ’’ 

“ AA’hich the folloAA’ing is a copy : — ’’ 

“ ‘ Resolved unanimously that this Court do present to ^lajor Edwardes 
“ ‘ a Gold !Medal, in testimony of their high approbation of the important ' ’’ 

“ ‘ services rendered by him in raising and organizing a large force in a ’ " 

“ ‘ foreign territory Ainder circumstances of the greatest difficulty, in ' ” 

“ ‘ Avresting within a A'ery brief period an cxtcnsiAm tract of country from ’ " 

“ ‘ the pOAver of the rebels, in skilfidly combining his forces Avith those ’ ’’ 

“ ‘ of an ally and in signally defeating the troops of the enemy in two 
“ ‘ 25itclied battles, thus evincing the possession, in the flou’cr of his youth, ’ 

“ ‘ of all those qualities Avhich form and ennoble the character of the ’ ’ 

“ ‘ British Officer.’ ” 

f Afterwards Lord Napier of Magdala. 
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7th ('f .S(‘j)ti'nibi'r tluit the Siejxe of !^^ultnn cohnnoiK’cd. But now 18-iB. 
:in uufore.^ccii (HfHi'ulty ]>rcf=ente(l itself. The Laliorc troops 
under Siixlnr >Sher Sinir, deserted from the British force; sind, 
decliirinsr their sympathy with tlm nntiomd movement, entered 
ll\e Fortress «)f Multnn and proelaimed their nllctiianec to Mulraj. 

Tlie sieixe was r.iisod; Whish hloekadinp; the roads leading into 
the town, Imt otherwise remaining inactive. On the 27th of 
Deeemiu'r, reinforoements having joined the British Army, the 
siege ojHM-;itions were resumed; and during the following, month * 
Mtdtan was cajitured by assault, and the h'ortress occupied by 
our troops. 

In the meantime events had occurred which left no doubt 
as to the intentions of the Kijalsa Army, and that they had 
res(»lvcd to measure their strength a second time with the British. 

•V Genend Order was now issued, directing the assembly of an 
Army at Fero/.jxire, which was called “The Army of the Punjab;” 

Lord Gough assuming the command in ])erson. 

The 1st Europoim Bengal Fusiliers at this time was quartered, 
the Bight Wing at Cawnpore and the Left Wing at Agra, The 
Begiment had been so terribly reduced during the Sutlej War, 
that its nmks were even now fdled by young soldiers and recruits. 
Under these circumstances the Begiment was left to guard the 
lower Provinces ; whilst the 2nd Bengjd Euro])ean Begiment was 
■ ordered to take part in the coming camjiaign. 

The 2nd European Begiment marched from Subathoo on the 
21th vSeptember, 184S, arriving at Ferozjtoro on the 14th of 
October, when it was appointed to the 4th Brigade of “The 
Army of the Punjab.” This Brigade was under Brigadier Godby, 

C.B,. the Colonel of the 2nd Bengal Eiirojieans : which Begiment 
was now commanded by ^fajor Steel. 

On the 22nd of November, 1848, Godby’s Brigade joined the 
Army, at this time under the ])ersonal command of Lord Gough, 

.at Bamnagar. 


.Tannarj- 21st, 1849. 
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1848. TIio Biittlc of Bi'umingar •was fought ou the day that tlio 4t1r- 
Brigado joined the Army; the 2nd European Eegiment not heing 
actively engaged, although they had a few men wounded hy stray 
shots. The battle ■was ]u-eeipitated hy the impetuosity of our 
Gommandcr-in-Chief, ■who suficred severely for his temerity; the- 
British leaving one gun, which had become imbedded in the mud,, 
in the enemy’s hands, and some of our l)cst Officer.^ were hilled 
and wounded.*‘ 

After the Battle of Bj'unnagar, the Khalsa Army, content with 
the advantage it had gained, crossed the Chenab and took up its- 
position on the right bank of that river. 

Military critics all agree that Lord Gough’s ])olicy .«hould now 
have been to have watched his enemy and f[uietly awaited the fall 
of Multan, Avhen he would be reinforced by the troops under 
Whish. But the Conunander-in-Chief wiis smarting under Ins- 
defeat at Kamuagar, and his hot blood induced liim to discard 
this ])rudcnt course. lie determined to engage his enemy with- 
out loss of time ; and, on the 1st of December, a Division of the- 
British Army, consisting of about 8000 men under Sir Joseph 
Thackwell, taking advantage of the apathy and want of caution of 
l)cceml)er 1st the Seiks, who had neglected to watch the fords, crossed 
3rd, 1848. Ohenab ; and next day Thaek^vell marched twelve- 

miles to the village of Durnw.al without meeting any oijposition.- 
The day after, Thackwell rccei'S’cd orders from the Coni- 
mander-in-Ohief to attack the Seiks as soon as practicable : 
and, in oljediencc to this order, marched the following morn- 
ing ; but, after he had j)rocceded about six miles, he received 
instractions to await the arrival of Brigadier Godby’s Bx-igade- 
before striking. Godby’s Bi'igade, with the 2nd Bengal Eiu'opcaii' 
Begiment, was at this time ci’ossing the idver Chenab at the ford 
of Ghari. A strange complication followed these contradictoiy 
orders. Gough had intended to have made a feint on thcr 

* Colonels Havelock and Cureton -were slain, and upwards of SO men killed 
andwonuded in this action. . 
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'i'ncmy'.s position, uml thus uttmct liis uttcnlion, ^vhilst Tluickwcll 1848. 
was inakin<r his real attack; hut Slier Sing, having heard that 
Thackwoll had crossed the Chenab, formed the idea of catching 
<iougli in his own trap ; therefore he left a small ]iortion of his 
troops to watch Gough whilst he himself marched to give battle 
to Thackweli. Xo sooner, however, had Slier Sing started on his 
inarch than it a)i)iears to have struck him that he was probably 
.])lacing himself lietween two fires; for, should Gough convert his 
feint into a real attiick, he might cross the river and assiuilt him 
in his rear. Nevertheless, Slier Sing continued his advance on 
Thackweli. who bciiiK in itrnonince of Slier Sink’s intended 
sutack, had. on the morning of the 3rd of December, halted near 
the village of Suduhpmr. The British troojis, tired after their 
march, had piled their arms and were snatehiiig a little rest, when 
they were uiicxjicctcdly alarmed by the roar of Artillery. The 
men rushed to their arms and prepared for action : but Slier Sing 
•contented himself with occuiiyiiig three villages in Thaekwall’s 
front, from which a continuous fire was poured on the British 
with little result. 


It was not till 4 ji.ni. that Thackweli consented to I’cturn the 
■Stecember ."rd, enemy’s fire, and at sunset it was discontinued on both 
1818. sides; Shore Sing returning hastily to his camp on the 

right bank of the river Chenab. 

On the niorning of the 4th Godby’s Brigade, with the 2nd 
December 4tb, Europeans and two Regiments of British Cavalry, joined 
1818. Thackwell’s Division; and next dav Thackweli moved his 
camp to the village of Ilclah. 

Gough had not left his position at Eainnagar, but was there 
December 18tli, employed in constructing a pontoon-bridge across the 
1848. Chenab, which was not completed until the 18tli 
December, when he crossed the river and joined Thaekwell’s 
Division at Helah. 


Soon after this junction, the Commandcr-in-Ohief received the 
unwelcome intelligence that our Fortress of Atak, on the river 
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IJf'lO. Indus, liiul cnpitulatcnl, lmviu{f l)cc*n beleagueml by Cbattar Sing; 
B'itli a strong Scik force; and it was reasonable to sii])j)ose that 
Cbattar Sing would now join Slier Sing. 

This was the view taken by Lord Dalbousie, the Governor- 
Gencral, who sent immediate instructions to Jjord Gough — 
“under the altered circumstances” — not to await the fall of 
Multan, but to strike at his enemy as soon as jinictieable; and 
Gough, delighted to have gained the consent of Government,. 
(Ictcrmiucd to preeijiitatc an action at all risks. 

Slier Sing occupied a ]>osition of eonsidenible strength at- 
ChilHanwalla, with thick jungle in his front and rear, which 
allbrdcd admirable cover, and on his left the village of Ibisul. 

Gough’s plan of action was to take bis enemy in flank and force 
him back between unfordable rivers, deficient of supjilies, and 
thus prevent the junction of his Army with that of Chattar Sing. 

Gough neared his enemy on the afternoon of the 13th of 
January, fully intending to bivouac on the field and force Slier 
Sing to a battle on the following morning; but as soon as he 
sighted his enemy ho could not resist the temjitation of engaging 
him. 

Sliere Sing opened fire first, and Gough could not brook the 
insult. , He at once hurled his Infantry at his enemy, with the 
simple instructions to his Gencnils that they had to capture the 
enemy’s guns at the point of the bayonet. Gough seems to- 
have forgotten utterly all his carefully-digested' plans ; angry at 
the temerity of the enemy, ho sent his Infantry to jjunish them. 

General Gilbert’s Division — in which was the 2nd Bengal 
Ilegiment, — occupied the right of our attacking-line ; the left was 
under Colonel Campbell, and in the centre our heaA-y gnns. 

The British line advanced most cheerily; bntit had to push its. 
way through dense jungle for a distance of nearly a mile before- 
sighting the enemy; moreover, amongst this jungle were large- 
.laiiuaiT 13th pools and swamps, necessitating frequent detours and cans- 
1819. ing some concision, notwithstanding which the British 
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l\i'ginicuts .soon fonncd Tip — under si heavy fire — and assumed lg4<)'. 
some kind of order. The command Avas now given to rapidly 
adi anee, and our troojis made a decided rush on the enemy Avith 
their bsiyoncts, csiuslng liim to recoil hut the Seiks, soon recover- 
ing themselves, charged doAi'ii on the left of our line, recajituring 
some of their oavh guns Avhich avc hsid prcA'iously seised from them. 

Tlie enemy then made a determined onslaught, surrounding 
Colonel Campbeirs Dn-ision on three sides. 

The Seiks, seeing the right of our line exposed, brought round 
some guns tind Infantry, intending to take us in flank; but 
Brigadier Godby, discerning their object, AA’heeled back the tAvo 
Jaimaiy loth, Compsinies on the right of the 2nd European Eegiment, 
lf<49. fired some vollcvs on the adA'ancine: foe, Avhich caused 

him to niidce a detour. The Seiks, hoii'ci’er, had completely out- 
ilanked our line; and it soon became apparent that they had 
circled round under cover of the jungle, and Averc charging doAi-n 
on the rear of the Regiment. There Avas no time to be lost; 
Godby could not change his front on account of the dense jungle, 
so he faced his Regiment to the rear, and Avith his rear rank in 
front dashed at the Khalsa Infantry. 

jNIajor DaAves, Avith his tAvo troops of Bengal Horse Artillery, did 
splendid service on this occasion, by coming to the relief and 
covering the 2nd Bengal Eiu'opean Regiment, just as it Avas A ery 
Ir.ird pressed by the Seik Infantry and Artillery, fighting the 
Regiment both in front and rear. 

As the enemy approached from the rear they emerged from the 
jiiugle, and it AA-as noAv seen that they Avere advancing Aery 
steadily Avith drums beating and colours flying ; Avheii the Bengal 
Europeans, .still rear rank in front, gave a hearty cheer as they 
,).ainiai-y loth, I’Bshed on the Khalsa line. The enemy hesitated as the 
1849. Europeans approached, some of them retiring, but most held 
their ground, and, receiving our chargc,made a desperate resistance, 
using their tulAA’'ars and knii'es AAnth terrible effect. After some 
.severe fighting the Seik line fairly gaA'e Avay ; the Euro25eans, noAV 


424 


THE VICTORY OF CHILLIANV'AELA. 


1849. making a rusli at the Seik guns which had been galling them 
so severely, and captui’ing tAvo at the point of the bayonet, and 
Godby, facing to his front, readvanced to his former position. 
This exploit of the 2nd Bengal European Begiment pi'oved 
that in point of steadiness, discipline, and courage, even under 
the most trying circumstances, it Avas second to none in our 
Ai-mies. 

The tide of battle was now turning in favom* of the British. Tlie 
left of our Army had re-formed, and Avas driving the Seiks hack at 
the point of the bayonet; Avhilst the right, having cleared the 
enemy from its rear, had regained the ground Avhich it had lost. 
Om' Cavalry — ^led by General ThackAvell — and the Bengal Horse 
Aiitillery, were doing splendid service on both flank's. 

As if it had been preconcerted, the British Army noAV broke 
into a hearty English cheer; and Avith a simidtaneous rush 
foi’Avard, the ''.nemy Avere repulsed along the Avhole line; and 
Gough, however justly he may he censured for his rash attack, 
had the satisfaction of seeing that he had driA^en the Edialsafrom 
the field, thus Avinning the Battle of ChilliaiiAvalla. 

Dai’kness AA^as uoaa^ setting in. There Avere tAVO courses open 
to the Commander-in-Chief — he might hold the field, Avhich he 
January 13th, JRst Avon at so great a cost of life, or he might retire 
1849. on Chillianwalla where AAns his depot of proA’isions and 
ammunition. He decided on adopting the latter course, and 
retired to his former position. 

The folloAAung is the resume of this battle by that fearless and 
just critic. Colonel MaUeson, aa-Iio says, “The British Army then ” 

“ returned from the well-fought field, to Avin aaOiIcIi had cost ” 
“them, in killed and AAmmded, 89 Officers and 2357 fighting-’ 

“ men, leuAung on the field many standards — lost, not captured — ’ 

“ six guns, and all their dead. It cannot be said of this battle ” 

“ that ‘ it AA'as a famous victor}^.’ Indeed, it can only be,’ 
“technically called a victory, and most certainly it aa'us of a 
“ Pyrrheean chai-acter.” 
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The following is the casualty list of the 2iul Bengal European 1811). 
Bogiuu'ut at the Battle of Chillianwilla : — 

Ll('utonaut ^Jightiugale, very severely woumled. 

Lieutenant Bleauiire, slightly •wounded. 

Banh-and-fde, killed d, wounded .54. 

Eight days after the Battle of Ghilliauwalla* !Multan fell — 
.lauuary 21st, IJ' 111 — and Genend Whish, with about 0,000 men, 
hastened to join our Headquarters Camp; hut. this increase 
woidd he fully connterhalaneed hy the Army of Chattar Sing 
joining the Khalsa force. Chattar Sing, who was Sher Sing’s 
father, now assumed the chief command of the Seik Army. 

Lord G<mgh. for various stnitegic reasons, changed his ground 
sevend times, and finally, on the 20th of Fehrnary, having l)ccn 
joined hy the Multan force and a Bombay Brigade, ])itehed his 
I'clini.an- 20ili, oamp at Shadiwalla. In the meantime Chattar Sing 
181t>. j,;„] wevond times changed his oround with the 

object of again inducing Gough to attack; hut. this time he was 
not to lie tempted. The Seik Army finally took up its position 
in front of the village of Goozorat, with its right and left resting 
on two streams, both of which were casilv fordable; indeed the 
.'•tream on the enemy’s right, was nearly dry. and that on the left 
formed no serious ohstaelc. Across and beyond these streams Avere 
bodies of the enemy’s Cavalry. 

The two Armies, on the m«)rning of the 21st February, faced 
each other; Gough’s jtlan of action being to attack his enemy 
on his left and centre simnltaneou.sly, and drive Idm hack on Ids 
Bight IVing Avhich he hoped to double up ; and, during the 
•c'onfnsion, to hurl at him onr Left Wing, with which he intended 
to .scatter the Seiks p.ast ndlying. 

Genei-als Gilbert’s and Win.Mi’s Divisions, supported hy the 
■greater part of the Field Artillery, were told off to attack the 
<;ncmy’s centre; the 2nd European Begimcnt being one of those 

The decoration, " Chillinnwnlla,” inherited from the 2nd European 
Uengal FuBiliers, is borne on the Colours of The Royal Munster Fusiliers. 
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J819. Appointed, to capture the fortified village of Barrulealra, situated 
in the enemy’s immediate front, and considered to he the -key to 
his jiosition. 

The 2nd Eurojieans advanced in line to the attack ; hut J3arra- 
kalra was defended hy some of the host Begiments in the Ivhalsa 
Army, selected hy Ohattar Sing for the post of honour, as they 
had displayed signal bravery at the Battle of ChillianAvalla. The 
2nd European Regiment advanced to within a short distance of 
the village ; when they fired a volley, and the Left Wing, climhing 
February 21st, the mud walls, sprang on to the roofs of the houses, 
1841). many of them letting themselves down into the narrow 
and tortuous streets, and driving the enemy out at the furthcr 
sidc. The Right Wing in the meantime had passed round the 
village and engaged the enemy’s supports; hut as soon as the 
Seik Artillery outside the village saw their comrades being 
overpowered, they ele^•atcd their guns so as to clear the tops of 
the houses, notwithstanding that the British and Seik soldiers 
were intermixed whilst they struggled for the mastery. 

Two Seik Colours were here captured hy the 2nd Europeans ; 
the enemy bravely defended these standards, and every Ivhalsa 
falling before they were relinrpiished. 

But the battle Avas not yet over. The Seik Infantry, AA'hen they 
became aAA'are hoAV small Avas the. force AA’hich had driven them 
fx'om the A'illage, retuniing in masses ; so that at this juncture it 
appeared as if the Regiment must ineAutably be doubled up and 
February 21st, crushed. E ordyce’s Hoi'se Artillery, AA'hich had coA'ered 
1849. attacking-party, haA'ing retired to obtain a further 

supply of ammunition, the enemy’s Ai’tillery, noAV unopposed, 
poured shoAvers of grape amongst the Regiment, AA’hich aavus at 
the same time tlu-eatened by the lax-ge masses in its front. The 
2nd Bengal Europeans AA’^ere noAV draAra up in line under a 
Avitherincr fii’e, but such AA’as their ardour that it AA’as Avith difficulty 
Colonel Steele could restrain them from rushing foi’AA’ard at the 
enemy’s guns. Just as the Ivhalsa troops AA^erc approaching the 
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1819. Jlicliun, which it cropscd, .still prcs.'^ing on the track of the 
disorganized Kluilsa Army. 

Gilbert followed hi.s enemy with vigour, tlic British Column 
making one uninterrupted march of forty-seven miles, on Avhicli 
occiision the General expressed his admiration of the spirit and 
endurance of the 2nd European Begiment.* 

On the 14th of !March the Ivhnlsa Army, overtaken prostrate 
and helpless, surrendered unconditionally; ChattarSing, the Oom- 
mandcr-in-Chief, and Sher Sing, his Lieutenant, together tvitli the 
Slarch 14th, pfincipal Hoik Sirdai's, delivering up their swords to General 
1849. Gilbei't. Forty-one pieces of Artllleiy were surrendered, and 
the shattered remnant of the conquered Army laid down its arms in 
presence of its conquerors. The Ivhalsa mny have been betrayed 
at Ferozshah, but he had again ch.allengcd his foe. The battle had 
been fought to the bitter end. He had been, this time, tvorsted in 
fair fight. Defeated and e.xhausted, he submitted to his foe. 

Thus ended the second ch.apter of tlie subjugation of the 
Punjab, Avhich Avas now annexed, March 29th, 1849, to the tem- 
tories of the East India Company, xindcr whose Government that 
vast Province has prospered and improA'cd ,* and under Avhose 
laws all property has been seciwed from unfair exactions or 
Military plunder. The Khalsa, admitting the inevitable, trans- 
ferred his allegiance and services to his ncAV rulers, under Avlioin 
he soon proved himself on an equality Avith the best troops in the 
British Service. 

It AA'as the Seiks aaIio first shook the Indian Enqjii'C to its A'ery 
foundation ; and Ave shall see that, in 1857, it AA'as the Seiks aa'Iio 
nfterAA-ards saved it. 

* For their disfingiiisheci services during tlie Punjab AF.ir, the 2nd 
European Eegiment Avas — ISth January, 1850 — designated the 2nd Eurojiean 
Bengal Fusiliers, “ to mark tlie Mgh sense entertained bj' the Gorernnienfc ” 

•" of the g.allant, exemplaiy, and praiseAvorthy conduct of the Eegiment” 

■" during the late operations in the Punjab .” — Govcrmiml Gazette. 



CHAPTER XYII. 


The 1st Bengal Fusiliers at Lahore — ^The Regiment ordered into camp om 
account of malarious fever — Humours of Avar Avitli Burmah — Previous treaties’- 
Avith Burmah — ^The Burmese authorities insult the British flag — Explaiiations 
demanded are met Avith repeated insidts — The Burmese troops fire on the- 
British ships — ^Tli''ar declai-ed Avith Burmah — Rangoon occupied by British 
troops — Capture of the Toaa’u and Fort of Pegu — Relief of the Pegu garrison 
— ^The enemy pmsued — hlartahan and Moulmien — Attack on and capture of 
Gongoh — Arrival of the Column at Shoe Gyne — 'Phe Flying Column adA'ances 
on Tonghoo — Surrender of Tonghoo — Return march toAvards Rangoon — 
Detachment of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers capture Beling — ^Thayetmjm and 
Meeaday garrisoned by the 1st Bengal Fusiliers — Relieved by the 29th Foot — 
The end of the 2nd Burmese "War — ^Return of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers to- 
India. 

]MIkIEDIATELY after the Punjab War, the Eight 
Wing of the 1st European Bengal Fusiliers inarched 
from CaAVupore, and, joining the Left Wing at Agra,. 

the entire Eegiment proceeded to Lahore,. 
March, 1850. capital of our neAilj-acquired terri- 

toi’ies in the Punjab ; reaching its destination early in 1850. 

Lieutenant-Colonel David Birrell, lately returned from fur- 
lough, noAA’ resumed command of the Eegiment. 

As there AA^ere not sufficient barracks in the ncAA'ly-built canton- 
ment of Anarkidli for the accommodation of all the Em-opean force 
at Lahore, the 1st Bengal Fusiliers Avere quartered in the Huzari 
Bagh, or Eoyal Garden, a fortified portion of the citA- in aaIucIi 
A vere the jjalaces of the Maharajas. Many of the Officers’ quarters 
Avere constructed of costly materials, the Avails being ornamented 
inside with beautifully-carved marbles ; whilst some of the others- 
above the old gatCAA-ays, Avere built of massive masonry. 
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1850. The Regiment "wiis qnavtered in the midst of a restless jmj)!!- 
lation, not yet habitnated to onr rule, and consisting of fanatics 
and discharged Khalsa soldiers, who had so lately been onr 
enemies in the field; yet such was the discipline maintained, 
that, although our soldiers were frequently insidtcd and molested 
in the streets, instances of retaliation on their part were very 
rare. 

In the month of June, 18.50, the Officer on guard was in- 
formed that six Seik fanatics had broken into the square adjoining 
one of our barracks, which Avas used as “ married men’s quarters.” 
Proceeding to the place indicated, he found the dead bodies of the 
six Seiks lying in the square. Tiicy had stealthily entered the 
■enclosure a few minutes before the dinner-hour, and haA’ing bound 
the mystic thread around their AA'rists and draA\m their tuhvars, 
they had attempted to sell their liA’cs as dearly as they could, and 
to inflict death on all the Europeans aaIio might come across their 
path. ElcA'cn of the maiTicd men of the Regiment had been 
Avounded before the fanatics aa-ci'c killed, but fortunateh’’ none of 
■our. soldiers AA'^ere fatally injured, they haAn ng defended themseRes 
as best they could AA'ith legs of tables, chaii-s, and footstools, or 
anything else that came to hand ; their aama'cs helping the men 
by clinging to the Seiks, aaIio, hoAvcATr maddened AAoth bliaiuj, 
or thirsting for blood, ncA'cr injure either AA-omen or children. 
It Avas aftei'AA'ards reported that these Khalsas had said on the 
previous night that as, OAA'ing to the cessation of hostilities, 
they could no longer IIa'C by the SAvord, they elected to die by 
the hands of their late enemies, rather than exist in idleness and 
humiliation. 

In the autumn of this year, 18.50, the river Ravec so over- 
September, floAved its banks dui-ing the periodical rains, that the 
1850. esplanade and surrounding country Avere placed many feet 
under AA'ater, AAdiich also surrounded the Fort AA-here our Regimeiit 
Avas quartered, producing malaria, so affecting both Officers and 
men that upAvards of eighty per cent. Avere either on the sick- 
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list 01 in ]io.''pit:iI Aiith fever. The Regiment ivas, now ordered 1850.' 

into cmnp on some rising ground a few miles distant from tlie 
(lity of Lahore ; but tlic sickness was so general and the mortality 
:so great that. Sepahis were cmjiloyed on our Regimental guards. 

l^r. IT. A. Rruce was at this tiying time the Surgeon of our 
liegimcnt, and nothing could exceed his kindness and attention. 

Dr. Bruce had at all times been an universal favourite in the 
Regiment, both with the Officers and men, not only professionally, 
but as tbc life of tlic mess-table ; and whenever or wherever 
an act of kindness Avas needed, his aid Avas unostentatiously ready. 

Tlic scenes in camii during this seA'ere epidenuc Avere A’^ery dis- 
tressing, the sick in their daniji tents suffering much discomfort, 
and the constantly-occnrring deaths tbroAA’ing a gloom oA-er the 
camp. Avhich AA-as not relieved until it became knoAAm that orders 
had been received at hcadriuarters for the Regiment to march, as 
soon as jiracticablc, to Mocr.it. The conA'cyance of the sick Avas a 
matter of considerable difficulty, no less than three thousand 
hearers being required to cany the dhoolies containing tlie 
'October, invalids. These hearers, Avho AA-ere playfully termed “Bruce’s 
18 ;) 0 . Brigade,"’ Avere paraded during our march moiaiiug and evening. 

After a Aveek’s continual change of air the numbers of the bearers 
Avere materially reduced as our .soldiers Avere restored to health. 

The disease. hoAVCver, had told disastrously on the constitutions of 
the men ; and on ari'ival at Mcci ut a medical board was assembled, 
^'obrnarj', under the oi'dcrs of the Conimandei-in-Cliief, to report on 
' the health of the Begimcnt; Avlien it Avas found that three- 
fourths of the men Averc still AA'cakly, and suffering from the 
effects of the malaria lo Avhich they had been exposed at 
Lahore. 

Earlv in 1352 rninours Avere rife of a coming war AAdth 
Burmaii ; and an intimation awk received that in all probability 
the services of the 1st Eurojican Bengal Fusihers would be Called 
into requisition. 

,uljo!n« Hib tomtones; .te nortlem frontier 
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1850. abutting on Ass.-un : its -western const facing tbe east of India ; 
the Bay of Bengal intervening. 

In 1784 Ai-racan, on the Burmese coast, wliicli had been 
exhausted by a sneession of intemnl n-ars, fell an easy ])rey to the 
conqueror Bhodan Pliaya, and ivas permanently anne.xcd to the- 
Avan dominion ; and it -was this conquest ivhich first brought the- 
Burmese into actual contact with our Bengal frontier, followed by 
repeated acts of aggression on the part of the Burmese, leading ta 
the War between the East India Company and Bunnah in 1824- 
This Avar tenninated in 182G ; and an agreement Avas entered inta 
betAveen the belligerents, called “ the Treaty of Yandabu,” under 
the clauses of Avhich the large provinces of Aracan and 
Tenasserim Avere coded to the Company, and thenecfoiward 
became a part of our Indian Empire. 

Twenty-six years after the signing of the Treaty of Yandabu,. 
our representatives in Burmah AA'crc subjected to constant in- 
dignities and repeated insults ; the conditions of the above Treaty 
Avere mthlessly violated, and oppressive exactions levied on our 
traders. Finally, the Commander of a British vessel Avas AATong- 
fully imprisoned by the GoA'crnor of Eangoon, hcaA’ily ironed, and 
placed in the public stocks; by AA'hich insults discredit and 
disgrace Avere brought on the English flag. 

o o o c* 

Tlie Indian Government at once demanded satisfaction, and 
tlie admission of a British Eesident either at Eangoon or Ava r 
and it AA-as to enforce these demands that a British Squadron. 
Avas dispatched to Eangoon. Consequent on this promjit action- 
of tbe Indian Government, the Burmese King ordered the removal 
of tlie offending GoA'ei-nor, appointing a successor aa-Iio it was- 
stated had been instmeted to satisfy the British demands. It 
soon, however, became apparent that the change of GoA'emors 
Avas a I'lise to tide OA'er the difficulty, for not only Avas no satis- 
faction afforded, hut the offending GoA-emor AA-as alloAved to leave 
Eangoon AA'ith the plunder unjustly extorted from the British 
traders by his cruel exactions. 
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The English Commodore (Captain Lambert, R-N".) now sent a 1852. 
Tcpresentativc to the Governor of Rangoon, soliciting an inter- 
vicAv ; but the reqixest was rejected, and the Commodore’s 
messenger grossl}^ insulted. Still anxious, if possible, to arrive at 
an amicable settlement. Captains Fishburn, of H.M.S. “I-Iermes,” 
and Taller, the Chief Interpreter, together with other Officers, 
waited on the Governor ; but the emissaries returned to the 
Squadi-on nnthout having succeeded in gaining admission to the 
inner x’ooms of the Palace; it having been urged in excuse that 
the Governor was asleep and was not to be disturbed. 

It noAV became necessary to convince the Burmese that repara- 
tion would be compelled, as no rejxly was received to the 
Commodore’s communications demanding satisfaction; and, as 
this was not otherwise to be obtained, he, on the 7th January, 

1852, seized one of the Burmese ships of war, blockaded the town 
of Rangoon, calling on all British subjects as well as Portuguese, 
Armenians, and Mussulmans to leave the to^^^^ and seek protection 
on board H.IM. ships of war. 

The property of the refugees Avho had claimed British protec- 
tion under the Commodore’s oi'ders was immediately confiscated 
by the Burmese authorities. 

During the course of tliese events the aged Burmese Governor of 
the tovTi of Dalla, near Rangoon, alone behaved with courtesy ; and 
he, having communicated with the British Commodore, obtained 
yet another day’s grace to enable the Rangoon Governor to come 
to amicable terms; but, instead of endeavouring to avoid the 
threatened war, the latter forwarded a notice to the British 
Commodore, informing him that if he should attempt to pass the 
stockade Avhich had been erected at the mouth of the river, he 
Avould be fired upon by the Bm-mese guns. 

On the 9th of January the Burmese ship Avhich had been 
captured in the Rangoon harbour was towed doAvn the river 
tOAvards the sea, under escort of H.M. ships “ Hermes,” “ Fox,” and 
“ Phlegethon,” On arriving opposite the stockade the Bm’mese 

2 F 
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1852. guns opened fire on the convoy, and an Artillery fight ensued ■which 
resulted in a loss to the enemy of about 300 men. Thus 
opened the second Burmese War ; and on the 10th of Fchniarv, 
1852, the Indian Govcnimcnt decided to send a Military 
Expedition to Burmah, to insist ujjon an apology and compen- 
sation being offered. 

Military operations ■were commeneed in April, when Eangoon 
was occupied by our troops, Martaban cajitured on the 5th of 
April, Bassain on the 10th of ^lay, and Pegu was temporai*il\' 
occupied in the early part of Jime, 1852. 

The 1st European Bengal Fusiliei-s, then under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Tudoi*, had received orders to join the Army 
on service in Burmah, proceeding to Allahabad by river boats, 
and thence to Chinsurah by steamers. Two months were 

November 1852 transporting the Regiment to Calcutt^i, 

’ Avhen it embarked on hoard the Frigates “ Sphynx.” 
“Muzuffar,” and “Ferozc,” which conveyed it to Rangoon, 
arriving in the following November. 

There was much that was intei’csting and picturesque to he 
seen from the decks of the steamers as they made their way uj) 
the Rangoon river; the beautiful verdure of the sloping river 
banks, backed by the adjacent hills and studded with handsome 
Pagodas — ^their rich gilding glittering in the sun — ^formed a series 
of pictures hardly to be surpassed in tropical brilliancy and 
beauty. The magnificent and costly Pagoda of Syriam only 
preluded the stiH grander Shoe Dagon at Rangoon, close to which 
our vessels cast anchor. 

Rangoon was now garrisoned by H.M. 80th and 51st Regiments, 
the 1st European Bengal and the 1st European Madras Fusiliers, 
with a detachment of the 18th Royal Irish ; and in addition to 
the above were some Batteries of Field- Ai’tillery and a consider- 
able force of Bengal and Madras Infantry. > 

On the 19th of November an expedition was organized to 
capture the town and fort of Pegu, which fell into .the hands of 
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"the Britisli during the previous June, but had been evacuated 1852. 
4is Ave had not at that time sufficient troops at our disposal to 
igarrison it, and had been re-occupied hy the Burmese, wlio had - 
strengthened its defences. It now became neccssmy for us to 
re-capture and permanently garrison this position, for which 
pm-pose the following troops — ^under Brigadier McNeill — ^left 
Rangoon in fom- river steamers : 300 of the 1st Bengal Europeans, 
Tinder Colonel Tudor, 300 of the Madras Em-opeans, 400 5th 
Madras Native Infantiy, with some detachments of Artillery and 
Sappers, and two field-guns. General Godwin accompanied the 
•expedition and superintended its operations. 

The river being shallow the steamers wore not engaged, hut 
the force landed on the 21st, a dense fog prevailing; and having 
taken up their respective positions, commenced the march tlirough 
•close and difficidt jungle towards the town of Pegu. The Bengal 
and ^Madras Europeans threw forward tlieir skirmishers, these 
Regiments pushing on steadily, although the thick undergrowth 
•was breast-high, rendering regular movements ijnpossible. 
Indeed, the soldiers were scattered in single and double files, 
whilst the enemy, concealed ai'ound, were sending amongst them 
a dropping fire, Tlie heat was so oppressive, and the exertion 
■of pushing through the jungle so great, tliat several of the 
Europeans fell from fatigue, and some from sunstroke. Having 
at last arrived near the gateway of the town. General Godwin 
formed up his troops for the attack; but the soldiei-s were so 
exhausted that it was found impossible to advance until time had 
been allowed to recruit their strength. 

After an hour’s rest nearly the whole of the Bengal Fusiliers 
3 ?Iovcml 3 er 21st, were collected together, and the troops were formed up 
1852. fiction under a fire from the enemy, still concealed 

on all sides amongst the jungle. 

General Godwin now addressed the troops, complimenting 
them on their almost superhuman exertions under such gi-eat 
•difficulties, and exjilaining to them the work they still Imd before 
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1852. them. “ Noav,” said he, ail(.lrcs.sing the F nsilier Fegiments ; “ you 
“ are Bengalies, and you arc Madrassics ; lot’s see who arc the ” 
“ best men.” A hearty cheer ivas the response, when the Bengal, 
and Madras Fusiliers led the assault towards the city gate, which 
was, after a short struggle, cajitm’cd ; the Burmese soldiers being 
forced hack and seeking shelter under the walls of the Pagoda 
on the platform above. About n6on the Avholc of the to^vn and 
Fort of Pegu Avas in our possession ; with a totid loss in our Army 
of 3 Officers Avounded, and from 30 to 40 rank and file killed,. 
Avounded, and missing. 

Sergeant-Major Hopkins,® of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers, Avas 
promoted to an unattached Ensigney for his gallant conduct 
during the storm of Pegu. 

On the 22nd NoA'cmher the British troops returned to 
Bangoon ; Avith the exception of the foUoAving, left to garrison Pegu r 
200 Madras Fusiliers. 

200 5th Madras NatiA'c Infantry. 

A detachment of European Ai-tiUcry, Avitli 2 guns. 

This small gan-ison tempted the Burmese troops to try and 
November 24tb, re-capturo the place, and they, having made a vigorous 
1852. attack on our gun-boats, were easily repulsed; hut 
on the evening of the 27th they made a daring attack on the- 
position held by our soldiers, assaulting all sides of the Pagoda 
simultaneously. After some hours’ smart fighting they AA'ere- 
driven hack into the jungle, leaAung many dead ai-ound the Fort.. 

On the 3rd December the enemy rencAved their attacks, con- 
Dccember 3rd — 13th, tinning them with but little intermission until the 

1852. . {"[uring Avhich time the little British gan’ison 

AA^ere closely invested by large numbers ; but, animated by the 
hope of speedy relief, our soldiers succeeded in holding the 
position against the enemy, Avho, aided by their Artillery and 
Cavalry, kept up an incessant fire. 

This Officer, having attained the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, died at- 
Meerut, in August, 1881. 
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The following description of the Pagoda ^Yhich was held by 1852. 
the British troops will show how difficult Avas the task of 
maintaining their position against . an enemy so numerically 
superior. 

The Pegu Pagoda is raised upon three terraces, each side of 
the upper terrace measuring about 210 yards. Twelve feet beloAV 
is a second terrace which measures 320 yards along each face, 
and extends 40 feet from the inner wall ; the third terrace is 6 
feet loAvcr, the faces being increased to 450 yards, extending also 
40 feet from the Avail. Outside the stockades high grass 
impeded the aucav of the sentries, Avhilst numerous small Pagodas 
•on the east and Avest sides also gaA'c shelter to the enemy. 

On the north and eastern sides the interior of om’ stockade 
was commanded by ground higher than the platforms; and to hold 
this position, as avcII us to protect the Avails of the tOAvn, Ave had 
but 435 men. 

A report of the tiying and uncertain position of the Pegu 
'Garrison having reached General GodAvin, that Officer im- 
mediately organized a relief expedition, AAdiich he dispatched in 
the river steamers, “ Nerbudda ” and “ Mahanuddy the latter 
vessel, hoAvever, Avith 250 of the Madras Fusiliers on board, 
becoming disabled, aa'us obliged to return to Rangoon. The steamer 

Nerbudda ” proceeded up the river Avith the boats Avhich con- 
veyed our troops, believing that they Avere folloAved by the 
•“Mahanuddy.” As the “Nerbudda” aiAproached the village of 
LoAver Seedee, it AA^as fovind to be occupied in strong force by 
the enemy, Avho had planted stakes across the river to impede 
the progress of our steamers. 

Our troops Avere quickly landed; the enemy during this 
•operation firing from the sun-oundiug thick jungle, Avhich afforded 
ample coA^er. The Bengal Fusiliers moA'ed up to some houses 
skirting the Aullage, AAdiich they occupied, the. enemy retiring on 
the village Upper Seedee, about a mile distant. Our pickets 
were noAV advanced ; the troops passing a i-estless night in the 
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1852. village, viulst volleys niul constant dropping .sliot.s kept all on: 
the alert, and sometimes inflicted inpny on onr soldier.s. 

On the morning of the 7th of Oecemher onr troops advanced 
to the relief of the Pegn Gan-ison ; the detachment of the 
Bengal Fusiliers being now nnder command of Major Gemird.. 
On nearing the south-west gate of the City, a party of the- 
enemy supported hy Cavalry, posted on the plain, ])reparcd to- 
dispute our advance, but were quickly dispersed ; and our force- 
continued its marcb, soon reaching the gateway, which was pro- 
tected by a wet-ditch and earthworks. The Burmese advanced 
from the surromuling jungle, and threatened the flanks of onr- 
Column, .but a few shots forced them to return to shelter, when, 
our “advance-party” jJEshed quickly on to the eastern gateway 
of the City, which was entered without our progress having been 
further disputed; and thus the beleaguered Garrison was- 
relieved. 

During the afternoon the Bengal Fusiliers were sent to capture- 
the stockades and defences to the south and west still occupied 
by the enemy, who, having been expelled, the works were at oncc^ 
demolished, our men returning at dusk to the Pagoda. 

. During the following days the Burmese were employed in 

December 7th — I5tli, tlirowing up three lines of entrenchments on the-- 
plain beyond the jungle to the north of Pegu, and 
on the 16th December General Godwin advanced his force — with 
which were 570 of the Bengal Fusiliers — to drive the enemy 
from their newly-formed position. On our Colimin reaching thc- 
plain the enemy seemed for the first time awai'e that we had 
taken the field, and a judicious and rapid movement might have- 
ensured the capture of a large number of their elephants and. 
cattle, which were feeding unprotected on the plain ; but General: 
Godwin, intent on the speedy capture of the position, took 
ground to the right, and turning the enemy’s position, rapidly 
occupied their first line of entrenchments, wlien a halt was- 
ordered ; during which the enemy, collecting their cattle, moved 
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oir in full retreat along the Shoe Gync road. The Avhole of the 1855?. 
entrenchments Avere at once occupied our troops ; Avho, after a 
few hours’ rest, leisurely followed the enemy, reaching the village 
of Lephandoon before sunset. 

It now becjunc evident that General Godwin had been misled 
by the information received from the Burmese guides; and on 
the morning of the 18th December he beat across the jungle in 
the direction of the Shoe Gync road, along which he proceeded 
as far as the village of Montsagsmu, Avhcrc the enemy had again 
entrenched themselves. After some skirmishing — during whicli 
the Burmese made morel}- a .show of resistance — the entrench- 
ments Avere occupied liy our troops, and the defences IcA-elled ; 
and. the surrounding country haA-ing been completely cleared of 
the enemy, our troops returned to the Pegu Garrison. 

Gcncntl GodAA'in has been censured for not having foUoAA-ed up 
his enemy AA-ith greater rapidity and more decision, and perhaps 
from a Militaiy point of A-icAA’, justly : but may it not haA'e been 
that the quality of mercy was too strong in him to permit the 
useless slaughter of these discouraged fugitives? 

The exposure to the dcAA-s at night, and the fatigue consequent 
on marching under a tropical sun by (hiy during the 17th and 
Decemljer 17th ^20th, l^th, produced much .sickness amongst the Bengal 

1S52. Fusiliers, 20 of AA-hom died of cholera alone a fcAv 

davs after their return to Pegu. 

About 700 of our soldiers having noAv been left to gariison the 
Fort of Pegu, General GodAA-in Avith the remainder of hi.s troops 
returned to Eangoon on the 22nd December. 

To clear the country of all the Burmese troops, and to drive 
them from the numerous strong stockades which they had erected 
on the line of country extending &om 2klarraban to Thonghoo, a 
Column Avas formed, consisting of 4.50 of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers 
under !Major Gerrard, 150 of the iMailras Fusiliers, together vdth 
a force of Artillery and Xative Infantry, the whole imder 
comraand of General Steele. Tlse expedition emljarked for 
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“ East India Eegister,” January, 1853. 

1st EUROPEAN BENGAL FUSILIERS. 

( Right Wing.) 

'•Plassey,” “Buxab,” “ Gtjzerat,” “ Dbig,” “ Bhijrtpobe,” “Afghanistan,” 
“ Ghuznee,” “Eerozshah,” “Sobraon.” 

Station, Bnrmah. ’ ' Arrived, 1852. 


•*3 

8 

s 

9...-S 

NAMES. 

Bank in the 

f 

Bemabkb. 

•3 O.S 

0) '5 

m p, 
p, 
< 

Kegiment. 

Army. 

1800 

Colonel. 

Sir W. E. Gilbert, 

Bart.,' G.C.B 

G. Hunter 

25 June, ’32 ... 
7 Jan., ’41 ... 

L.G. llNov.»51 
do. 

On Furlough. 

1818 

Lieut.-Colonels. 

G. "Warren 

6 Aug., ’43 ... 

C. 16 July, ’49 

* 

1819 

»T. 0. Tiiflnr 


7 June, ’49 ... 


Major. 



1825 

John G. Gerrard ... 

1 March, ’60... 

... 

Hissar Stud. 

1828 

Captains. 

Jno. W. Bennett ... 

1 Nov., ’44 ... 

25 Dec., ’43 ... 

• On Furlo’. 

1829 

H. T. Com'be 

1 Nov., ’44 ... 

M. 1 Dec., ’48 


1837 

E. W. H. Eanshawe 

21 Dec., ’45 ... 



1837 

Geo. 0. Jacob 

17 June, ’48 ... 

• •• 

Comg. 4th Punjab 

1840 

1839 

1840 

Geo. G. Denniss 

Edm. D. Byng 

South. Greville 

29 June, ’49 ... 
23 Jan., ’50 ... 
1 March, ’50... 


. Cavalry 

On Furlo’. 

1840 

H.B. Edwardes,C.B. 

do. 

M 2 Moh., ’50 

Civil Bmp. 

1840 

Alex. Hume 

16 July, ’51 ... 



1842 

James Williamson... 

7 Aug., ’62 ... 



1842 

Lieutenants. 

E. Cunliffe 

23 July, ’44 ... 



1843 

E. 0. Salushury 

9 March, ’45... 



1843 

C. 0. B. Palmer 

29 Oct., ’45 ... 



1843 

P. E. Innes 

6 Feb., ’46 ... 

... 

On' Furlo’. 

1844 

C. E. Wriford 

10 Feb., ’46 ... 

... 

On Furlo’. 

1844 

Edw. Brown 

10 Feb., ’46 ... 




* Commanding Barrackpore, and Hon. A.D.C. to the Governor-General. 
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1st EUROPEi^:N■ BENG.1L FUSILIERS (Continued). 


_ S Hank in tlic 

5 E 

“o= NAMES. Kemahkb. 

A IJcgimcnt. Army. 


Lmcr.s. (conlimitd). 

181.5 G. C. LaniLert 11 Feb., ’16 ... 

1814 Trevor Wboler 4 March, '46... 

184.5 W. R. H. I. Howell 31 March, ’46 

184.5 E. St. George 4 May, ’46 ... 

1815 H. F. M. Boisragon 13 Oct., ’46 ... ... Snd m command, 

Komvan Battn. 

1845 R. J. F. Hickey 17 Juno, ’18 ... 

1845 W. S. R. Hodsou ... 1 April, ’49 ... ... Civil Emp. 

1815 N. T. ParsonB 29 June, '49... 

1845 G. M. Bnttye 23 Jan., ’50 ... ... Revonne Survey 

1845 George Price 1 March, ’50... ... Dept. Pub. Woi'ks 

.1846 R. C. Birch do. ... Gwalior cont. with 

Regiment 

1846 IV. Davison 16 July, ’.51 ... 

.1848 Win. A. Pope 19 July, ’51 ... ... OnFurlo’. 

1848 H. Maxwell 7 Aug., ’52 ... 

2kd LrncTEN.^XTS. 

1848 H. M. Wemyss 12 June, ’49 ... 9 Dec., ’48 ... 

1848 H. Caulfield 18 Aug., ’49 ... 27 Dec., ’48 ... 

1849 J. Morlnnd 25 May, ’50 ... 11 Dec., ’49 ... 

1849 J. S. Ingram do. 12 Dec., ’49 ... 

1850 E. E. Ekins 5 March, ’51... 10 Dec., ’50 ... , 

1851 C. MacFarlano 24 Sept., ’51 ... 20 Jan., ’51 ... 

1851 L. B. Magniao do. 20 Feb., ’51 ... 

1851 J. W. Diinnoll 17 Feb., ’52 ... 16 Juno, ’51 ... 

1851 E. A. C. Lambert ... 13 Aug., ’52 ... 12 Dec., ’51 ... 


(Left Wing.) 

Majob. 

1818 John P. Ripley 1 March, ’50... 23 Dec., ’42 ... 

Captains. 

1827 Jas. Ruth. Pond 1 Nov., ’44 ... M. 3 April, ’46 Asst. Adjt.-Genl. 

Peshawur Divn. 

1828 Douglas Seaton ... M. 19June,’46 

Adjt. to tlie Regt., F. O. SALUsnenv, 15 Aug., 1848. 

Intr. and Qr.Mr. W. R. H. I. Houxu,, 24 Jan., 1849. 

Surgeon do. H. A. Bnuen, M.D., 5 Oct., 1847. 

Asst, to do. ,, . I, 

Uniform, Scarlet ; Lace, Gold ; Facings, Dark Blue. 
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185 ". !Mavtiiban in the Ilnnonrablc East India Company's Steam 
Frigates “MoozufFur,” “Zcnobia,” and “Bernice,” with three 
transports, M'hilst IT.M. Steam I’rigatc “Sphynx” towed another 
transport carrying ordnance and stores. A brief voyage l)rouglit 
these vessels on the .0th .Tannnry, 18.0.3, to tlieir destination 
opposite Maitaban ; Mouhnien, standing on the opposite side of 
the river, the situation of which is beautiful, .showing its numerous 
white pagodas studded amongst the bungalows forming the town.. 
A vast difference there was between Martaban, still surrounded 
by its dense jungles, and !Moulmicn prosperous, after its 2.0 years 
of British rule. 

A lovely view of countiy opened out on both sides of the grand 
Salween river; many smaller streams dividing the hills covered 
M'ith beautiful forest trees. It M-as a busy, as well as a picturesque,, 
scene. 

The Commissariat Department M-as transporting stores from 
.Tammy, Moulmicn, or landing them from the fleet. Here •were illus- 
1853. trated the difficulties of moving and equipping a Column,, 

■which Avas to march for Aveeks through an almost unknoAvn country 
difficulties enhanced by the necessity for transporting across the- 
river about a hundred elephants. These animals, howCA'Cr, SAA'am 
or AAmded across the liver according to the depth of Avater, and it 
Avas AA'hen they sank, leaA’ing in sight only an upraised trunk, that 
the excitement Avas at its height. EA'ery Mahout (driver), AAltli. 
earnest prayers to Allah for protection, perched on his animal’s- 
shoulders, had to stand up, or hold on as best he could ; and 
AAuth encouraging cries urged him on to reach the opposite shore.. 
After a fcAV mishaps the aa'IioIc of the elephants reached their 
destination in safety; but it is a matter of regret that, a fcAV 
months subsequently, hardly one of these sagacious animals had 
survived the hardships and dangers of the march through the- 
dense, impenetrable jungles. 

Martaban, signifying the “Nose of the Book,” aams considered 
from its strength and position to be the Gibraltar of the Burmese. 
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It was from tliis j)lace that their armies frequently issued to fight 1853_ 
their foes the Siamese ; hut uoav it had been formed into a British 
Fortress, containing 14 heaA'y pieces of ordnance, Avhich Avete 
mounted on the North and South Batteries and on the Hill- 
Stockade. 

• On the 12th of January the General and his Staff* sui’A'cycd the 
surrounding country, and on the 14th the Column commenced its 
forward march, leaving [Martaban by the Beling gate. 

We had before us 240 miles of sAvamp and dense forest, never 
before ti’aversed by a European force. The enemy held a strong- 
position at Ky-onk- 3 'e, about 4 miles from Martaban ; to attack 
AA'hich the adA^anced portion of our Aiany, Avith 75 men of the 1st 
Bengal Europeans moved to tlie front. On onr reaching Kj’^-onk-j'c 
the Burmese opened fire from the thick jungle aaIucIi covered 
their stockade and village beloAV. The march had been effected 
through heaA'y grass and clumjAs of bamboos, but our troops Avere- 
by this time inured to their Avork, and in good marching condition 
and, our rockets and hoAA'itzers haA’ing opened fire, the enemj’- Avas 
driven out of the jungle. Our attacking-party advanced on thn 
iTannaiy 14th, 18th, stockades, but on our approach they were found 

1853. A^acated. The Column noAV halted for four days ; the- 

European soldiers amusing themselves by hunting and killing the- 
huge snakes, large numbers of AA'liich AA'ere found in the jungles. 

. An eight-mile march brought ns to Gongoh, after haAung AUCAved 
the enemy at some of their outposts, from AA'hich a sudden fire Avas 
opened on our advancing troops. Gongoh Avas defended by stockaded 
breast-Avorks, AA'hich Avere coA-ered bj^ a deep ditch, and numerous 
pits AA'ith bamboo sjjikos. The eneinj'^ at first shoAved some con- 
fidence, firina: round-shot into the head of oiu* Column ; but our 
tAA'O hoAvitzers and a rocket tube, liaA’ing been AA'ith difficnltA" 
dragged to the front through the hoaA’j’- sAA'amp and long grass, 
and brought into action, the storming-party under Major Seaton 
of the Bengal Fusiliers adA'anced. 

On reaching the stockade it aa'Us found that the enemy had 



TIIK inilTISlI C0L.T7>rN AIIUIVK AT STIOl-; GVXK. 


M-l' 

retreated, leaving from 80 to 100 dead ; many having been thrown 
Jamiavy lOtli, wells in order in jxiison (he water. At 3 ]).ni. 

1853. ti-oops encamped, having, during their trying march, 

suffered much from tlic sun overlujud, and the .swam])y nature 
of the ground underfoot. 

After this affair at Gongoli the Jjurmese made no stand what- 
ever; our onward march was unoppo.-^cd, and our Genend’s 
difficulties consisted mainly in obtaining information as to the best 
positions for our camping grounds, near sweet wells or streams- 
On the 21st January Ouchtada wa.s reached, and .«o on to Bcling, 
which was occupied on the 28th January ; vast (pinntitics of rice 
falling into the hands of the Commis.«ariat. Many of our niarehcs 
were made through dense forests, infested by wild beasts and 
reptiles; onr tnick being entirely sheltered from the sun by huge 
teak-trees, whilst enormous elephant creepers climbed from limb to 
limb, connecting these kings of the forest by long boughs, laden 
with highly-coloured and luxuriant orchids, occasionally fonning 
vistas resembling the aisles of a Cathedral. Tlic crossing of 
the many streams which intersected the country was sometimes 
arduous, occupying several hours, but all ranks worked cheerfully ; 
and the Bengal Sepahis willingly assisted the Europeans, by 
helping them to cany their arms and accoutrements, as they 
waded breast-high through the Nxdlahs. 

After eight fatiguing, but highly-interesting marches, the 
Column, on the 11th February, reached Shoe Gyne, an important 
•city situated on the left bank of the river Sitanj. Next day the 
Army was refreshed by the sight of the steam-frigate “Feroze,” 
which, with three gun-boats, formed the convoy of a welcome 
supply of provisions for our troops. 

At Shoe Gyne the natives seemed well-disjmsed to the British; 
nnd, although at first timid, they soon found they were in no way 
molested, and flocked to their mai-kets, offering grain, vegetables, 
•cloth, &c., competing eagerly for tlie custom of the Em'opeans. 

The strong stockade to the north of the tOAvn was soon 
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cnnvcricd inin a ‘■cicntifically-con.'-'lnictfal po:-t ))y oitr UiM„ 

Encrincor, hctwccn which ftochadc and the town our fturuft wu--: 
picture?qnc!y ^itxiatcd clocC Jjy the river- Shoe (jyno and Hilarij, 

A “ Li^rht I)lvi5ion'’ of ilie “Martaban Coln/nn*' rr,tM now 
fonned. con'-'i.-tincr of about f'W men. vrith *.v]jo-;n v/ere of ih<‘- 
i?: licnTal Ftifiiier*. under Mruor Gerrr-.rd, the rotuy.ui'loi of the 
Kcciuient boiniT left 'rith it.c- fore-e ~’'h:':h "arrhor.ed hhv; ^/voe. 
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7.853. Tlic Britisli soon clcarccl the wlif)le ermntry of tlioir 

expelling them from Martaban on the Honlh, to 30 miles north of 
• Tonghoo; ami thenceforward tlie country about tin.*; town was as 
quiet and peaceable as any of onr home district.s.* 

On the 11th of Ajwil the 1st Bengal Fusiliers left Tonghoo m 
rbide for liangoon, having been relieved by a. detachment of the 
1st Madras Fiisilier.s, the headquarters of that Kegiment arriving 
.soon after. The return under an Aju-il sun Avas trying, and 
rendered night marches a nccessitj’. 

Before reaching Shoe Gync our Bcgimcnt sustained a great 
loss by the sudden and unexpected death of Captain Edmund 
Byng, A.D.C., Avho died of heat-a])Oj)lexy, Avhiist being carried 
in a dhooly on the line of march. Captain Byng liad lately 
returned to India from England, and Avas proceeding to rejoin 
his staff appointment, Avhen, finding that his liegiment Avas on 
service, he hastened to join the lieadquartcrs ; but, as he was not 
acclimatised, he sunk under the heat, his health ra])idly gave Avay, 
and he succumbed as described. Byng Avas one of tho.<c jovial 
<;haractcr8 always popular Avith liis brother Officers, Avho deeply 
deplored his sad death. 

A detachment of the 1st Bengal Europeans, under Major Douglas 
Seaton, remained at Shoe Gyne, .and the headquarters proceeded 
by boat to Rangoon ; about 100 men under Lieutenant Hickey being 
left at Pegu, to reinforce the stockade gari-ison at that place. 

During the time that the detachment under !Major Seaton Avas 
stationed at Shoe Gyne, the Burmese soldiers attacked a small 
garrison of Madras Native Infantry, avIio occupied a stockade at 
Beling, a village to the south-east. The NatiA^e Infantry AA'cre 
forced to retire, the European Officer in command having been 
dangerously Avounded. It Avas noAV ordered that the Beling 
Stockade be re-taken, and the road betAveen Moulmien and 

* Major Geirard, commanding the 1st European Bengal Fusiliers, received 
the thanks of Brigadier-General Steele for his “ready and untiring aid on ” 
y all emergencies.” 
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Major .'^(•aton. nnumamling the detaclunent l-S.'):!. 
»if the 1,-1 Kiiropenn llengal I'linliers at Shoe (iync. wa.s 
in^i^^ete^l to .-end one ('oinpnny to j<tin the. force for the re- 
eajitnn.' of neling. Xo. 1 \va- the ('onipany selected, connnanded 
hy Cajtt.’un (t. {\ Lainherl. Lieutenant Walter Davison heing 
the Suhallern. A .-mall lleet of country boats wa.s eolleeted as 
^piichly a- po--ihle, and in these the detachment, jiroeeeded down 
the river Sittang to the town of that name, where they landed. 
'I'hey then marched towards lleling. the Sittang Garrison 
furnishing a- many men a- eonld he sjiarcd, in addition 
to which were the Xaiive Infantry who had retired from the 
Stockade at lleling. *!’iie eomhined force now advanced to the 
attack, the (.'ompany of tin* 1-t llengal I'n-iliers being ordered to 
a.-,-aidt the front face tif the Stockade, whilst ,-ome. of the British 
troops were .-cnt t<t ent olV the enemy',- nureat, should they 
evai'nate their }»o-ition. ('aptuin Lamhert's Gomjiany advanced. 
Covered hy skinni.-hers. and w<'rc rcecived with a .-harj) fire of 
small arms; nevertheless, they reserved their fire, and, rn.«hing to 
the front, succeeded in scaling the Stockade and ojiening one of 
tin; gates from the in-ide, through which the main jiortion of the 
British troops entering, the enemy heat a retreat through a sortie- 
gate in the rear face of the .''toekadt*. 'fhe jungle proved so 
-dense that the retreating Bnnnese managed to c.-ea])C the 
vigilance of onr troojis. who were wailing in amhush to jionnce 
njion them. The British detachment remained a few day.s in the 
neighhourhood, and then, liaving garrisoned the Stockade, re- 
turned to their resjieetive station,-. 

The Governor-Gcnenil in Conneil expressed great .-ati.sfaction 
at the manner in which these and other ojicmtions had heen 
executed, and at the conduct and gallantry of the troojis engaged. 

Before the end of IS'dl the 1st European Bengal Fusiliers, 
which had for many monthsjiccn divided into small commands, 
was again assemhlcd together, and sent to gtirrison our newly- 
. acquired frontier towns, Thayetmyo and Mccaday, and, hostilities 



448 TERMINATION OE THE BURMESE WAR, 

1858. liaving completely ceased, the Eegiment enjoyed the repose and 
comfort to which it ■was fairly entitled, after its exposure to- 
trying climates and onerous duties performed during the past two ■ 
years. 

The second Burmese War resulted in the British territories on 
the east of the Bay of Bengal being vastly increased ; these now 
ineluding the rich province of Pegu in addition to those of’ 
Araran and Tenasserim, covering an area of 88,556 square miles,, 
with a population since estimated at 2,942,605.^ 

Towards the end of 1854 the Ist European Bengal Fusiliers- 
was relieved hy H.M. 29th Eegiment; the former proceeding to- 
Bangoon in flats towed by river steamers; and after a delay of a 
few weeks the Eegiment was conveyed in the Company’s trans- ■ 
ports to Calcutta, where it aonrived in February, 1855, having 
been absent from India two-and-a-half years. 

* For annexation of Biirmah, Proclamation, 30th June, 1853, see Appendix C. . 
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E jMAININ Gt in camp at Calcutta for a fetv iveeks, 
the 1st Em’opean Bengal Fusiliers proceeded up- 
countiy in river steamers to Dinapore, where it 
occujiied the haxTacks built in 176S; described in 
those days as being on a “grand scale,” but now 
condemned as unfit for the accommodation of European soldiers. 

In January, 1856, the Kegiment marched from Dinapore to 
CavTipore, the Eight Wing and Headquai'ters proceeding on to 
Dugsliai, a newly-built cantonment on the second range of the 
Himalayas. The Eight Wing marched from Dugshai in Novem- 
ber, and the Left Wing from Oa^rapore in, December, to UmbaUa; 
where the Eegiment joined the Camp of Exercise, and in March, 
1857, the entire Eegiment proceeded to Dugshai. 

Enemies from without there were none at this time, but for the 

2 G 
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tntOWINO DISCONTKNT IX THK XATIVi: AIOIV. 


1850. past few ycnv.s tlierc Iiad been n gimving feeling of di.scontcnt in 
the ninlcs of the Native Army, wliicii in .«oinc instances Imd 
broken into open mutiny, quickly crushed by decided action, but 
still smouldering. As fur back as 1^4 d some of the Native 
Kcgiincnts had cxpre.sscd dissalisfaclion, llic old “batta” question 
having been revived and i)Ut forward as the ostcn.siblc grievance. 
Then came the Solk Wars ; when the victoric.s g.ained by the 
Company’s troopl^for a time silenced the inuttcrings of the Native 
soldiers. The Scjialiis h.ated and dreaded the Klial.s.a, whose dis- 
comfiture was a source of much congnitulation, the more so as 
the Sutlej and Punjab triumphs were partly achieved by the 
co-operation of our Native army. 

But, however satisfactory our conquests may have been to the 
Sopahis, they soon experienced, with something .approaching 
to dismay, that the increased extent of our territory entailed 
harder work and extra responsibility, without a proportionate 
increase of pay. There was a more galling grievance : the Seiks 
had been invited to take service in our Anny, and,'tbe offer having 
been heartily responded to, the Sepahis trembled lest these stalwart 
Northmen should prove so useful to our Government that the 
services of the old Native soldiers would be thrown into the 
shade, and, possibly, ultimately dispensed with .altogether. 

These suspicions engendered discontent, the more so as reports 
, were being freely circulated, and believed, to the effect that the 
■ British were about to deprive the Sepahis of their caste, by 
surreptitiously mixing bone-dust with their food, tearing down 
the purdahs from their zenanahs, forcing all widows to re-many, 
and nithlessly interfering with all their religious prejudices j 
, finally compelling the Native soldiers to defile themselves ' by 
, taking between their teeth pig’s and bullock’s fat, which it was 
stated was being used in the manufacture of the new cartridges.*' 

* The following extract from a petition presented to a Commanding Officer 
of aNative Infantry llegiment shows the true feeling of the Sepahis at this time, 
and sets forth their grievances; “The representation of the whole Station” 
“ is this, that we will not give up our religion. We serve for honour and ” 



THE ANNEXATION OP THE KINGDOM OF OUDE. 451 


But whilst clissatisfactiou and suspicion had been gaining ground 1S5( 
in the Native Army at the frequent accessions to the Company’s 
territories, the large enlistment of the Seiks, the widely-circulated 
reports touching intei’ference with caste prejudices, the Gover- 
nor-General (Lord Dalhousie) in Council, under orders received 
from the Court of Directors, 2nd January, 1856, was directed to 
pursue a comse of policy which would at once have fanned the 
•embers of discontent into a flame, had the Native A T -my been at 
that time fully prepared for unanimous action. 

Sir James Outram, the English Resident at the Court at 
Lucknow, was instructed by the Calcutta Council to inform the 
King of Oude that our Govei'nment had decided that he was to 
be deposed, and the East India Company to rule in his stead. 

The King was m-ged to abdicate, and b}*^ treaty to ajjpoiut the 
East India Company to the Government of ^ his kingdom, the 
King being provided with a maintenance allowance of £120,000 

“ religion ; if we lose our religion, the Hindu and Mahomedan religions ^vill ” 
he destroyed. If we live, what shall we do ? You are the masters of the ” 

“ country. The Lord Sahib (Governor-General) has given orders, which he ” 

“ has received from the Company, to all Commanding Officers to destroy the ” 

“ religion of the country. We know this, as all things are being designed ” 
by Government. The OfBcers of the Salt Department mix up bones with ” 

“ the salt. The Officer in charge of the Ghee mixes up fat with it; this is ” 
“well known. These are two matters. The third is this: that the Sahib ” 

“ in charge of the sugar burns up bones and mixes them in the syrup the ” 
sugar is made of ; this is well known — aU know it. The fourth is this : ” 
“that in the country the Burra Saliibs (Government-Commissioners) have ” 

'“ ordered the Eajas, Thakurs, Zemindai-s, Maluijuns, and Ryots, all to eat” 

'“ together, and English bread has been sent to them ; this is well known. ” 

“ And there is another affair, that throughout the counti'y the wives of ” 

“ respectable men, in fact, all classes of Hindus, on becoming widows are to ” 

‘ be married again — this is well known. Therefore we consider ourselves ” 

■“ as killed. You aU obey the orders of the Company, which we all know. ” 

“ But a King, or any other man, who acts unjustly does not remain. With ” 
“reference to the Sepahis, they are your servants; but to destroy their” 

■“ caste, a council assembled and decided to give them muskets and cartridges ” 
“made up with greased paper to bite; this is also evident. We wish to ” 

“ represent this to the General that we do not approve of the new musket ” 

■“ and cartridge ; the Sepahis cannot use them. You are the masters of the ” 

■“ country ; if you will give us all our discharge we will go away.” 
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1850 , per unnuin. In the event of a refiiHul, Sir .lames Oulrain was 
ordered to pul)lish, in alternative, the annexation order which he 
already held. The King was at first, obdurate ; then, hnr.sting 
into tears, prayed for time, jiromiscd to reform, and finally refused 
to sign the propo.scd abdication. “lie nneovered hi.s head, placed ” 
‘Hub turban in the hands of the Ke.-jident, and sorrowfully” 
“declared that title, rank, honour, everything were gone, and” 
“ that now the British Government, which had made his ” 
“ gi’andfathor a King, might reduce him to nothing and consign” 
“him to obscurity.”" But Outram’s ordcr.swcre peremptory; he 
issued the annexation order, and Oude became British tenatory. 

The Kingdom of Oude had for many years been in a chronic 
state of misrule and anarchy, its people calling loudly on our 
Government for reform. Colonel Slecman, who had for many 
years been the British representative at the Oude Court, drew 
a painful picture of the state of the country during hi.s tenure of 
office; saying — the landowners “take to indiscriminate plunder ” 
“ and murder,” “ no road, town, hamlet, or village is secure ” 
“ from their merciless attacks — robbciy and murder become ” 
“ their diversion, their sport ; and they think no more of taking ” 
“ the lives of men, women, and children who never oflended ” 
“ them than those of deer or wild hogs. They not only rob ” 
“ and murder, but seize, confine, and torture all whom they ” 

seize and suppose to have money or credit, till they ransom ” 
“ themselves with aU they have or can beg or borrow.” Ko 
wonder, then, that the people of Oude called loudly for redi'css 
and reform. 

A very large proportion of our Bengal Kative Army was 
enlisted in Oude, being subjects of the dethroned King. The ' 
anarchy and misrule which had existed around their homes did not 
in any way adversely affect their interests or eomfort, for, being 
soldiers in the Company’s Army, they had always the right of 
appeal for redress to the British Eesident; nay more — the 
*. Kaye’s “History of the Sepoy War.” Vol. I., p. 160. 
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knowledge of tliis _ right placed them in an exalted position 1857. 
simongst their brethren, giving them an influence and power 
•otherwise unattainable. Hence, service in the Company’s Army 
had always been popular in Oude, and in some families was 
held to be an hereditary right. The annexation of Oude to 
the territories of the East India Company placed redress in the 
hands of all alike, and deprived the Sepahis of what they lield 
to be a distinctive right ; and tliis was another fire-brand adding 
fuel to the smouldering heap of discontent which was being daily 
•developed into a flame. 

The annexation of Oude was the last act of Lord Dalhousie’s 
administration. It was reserved for his successor. Lord Canning, 
to complete the work. 

Colonel Sir Henry Lawrence, who had so successfully trans- 
formed the Punjab from its previous state of anarchy into 
prosperity and confidence, was now appointed Cliief Commissioner 
in Oude; the goveimneDt of the Punjab having been handed 
•over to his brother. Sir John Lawrence. Sfr Henry had but 
.a short time assumed office when his serious attention was 
•directed to the mutinous feelings existing, not only in the 
Eegular Native Eegiments, but in those whicli had been trans- 
frerred to our service from that of the deposed King. Sir 
Henry Lawrence had with him at Lucknow H.!^L 32nd F oot, some 
Cavalry, and European Artilleiy. On May 3rd it was reported 
by the Brigadier that the 7th Oude Irregulars had assumed a 
•dangerous, defiant attitude, and were imreservedly talking of 
bloodshed and murder. Though late in the evening, Lawrence con- 
■ceived that the time had arrived for action ; and, ordering out the 
troops at his disposal, marched right through the rebellions City in 
the direction of the lines of the 7th Oude Irregulars. It was a fine, 
•cloudless night, and the moon was shining brightly. After 
.a march of about seven miles the European troops arrived at 
their destination, taking up ground so as to command the 
mutineers in front and on both flanks. The 7th Eegiment was 
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THE MUTIKY AT MEERUT. 


1857. found already dra-svn up on parade. Lawence’s decided actiom 
had taken them by surprise, and they were paralysed ; death was- 
staring them in the face ; they broke their ranks, and some fled in- 
feiTOr, whilst others, assuming a repentant air, gave up their arms 
and accoutrements. The fugitives were pursued by our Cavalry 
wliilst those who had submitted were marched hack under charge- 
of the ,H2nd Foot; the whole party returning to Lucknow before- 
daybreak. 

But this insubordination amongst the Irregulars at Lucknow,, 
was merely the forerunner of the discontent which had been 
surely spreading throughout the entire Bengal Native Ai’my. 

Mcex’ut, the headquarters of the Bengal Artillery, the Cara- 
bineers and 60th Bifles, was considered comparatively safe ; but 
it was here that the flames first burst forth in aU their fuiy, 
leaving no doubt that the Mutiny of the Native soldiers was not 
confined to one district or cantonment, but that it was national 
the whole of the Sepahi Regiments, well-drilled, well-armed, and 
full of confidence, were resolved to try issue with the handful of 
our Eurojxeans, separated by long distances, and spread over a. 
vast tract of country. 

At -Mecrat, on the 10th of May, the Native troops rose in 
Mutiny ; In-eaking open the jail, killing all Europeans vuthin 
their reach, firing the houses of their Officers, and hunying in 
the direction of Delhic, where they were joined by the Muti- 
neers at that city, who rose and murdered all the Europeans who- 
fell into their hands, without respect to age or sex; and, pro- 
claiming the aged King of Delhie, Emperor of Hindustan, closed 
the gates of the Fortress, and set at defiance the British Govern- 
ment. 

The thunder-cloud had burst ; but tlic fury of the storm was 
not yet realised at Headquarters. Had the action of the Sepaliis 
been simultaneous at all the [Military Stations throughout the 
Presidency, the cflcct might have been fatal ; but the intelligence- 
of nuitinie.s, conflagmtions, and hideous wholesale murders,. 
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arrived nf intervals; alhiwintj time for our Connnandcrs to issue 1^57. 
tlieir orders aud eoinjdotc arninircments for resistance. 

All reports received l»y the Coihniander-in-Cliief tended to 
show that the Sepahi Kojj:iinonts of the Benfjal Army were, with- 
out exception, more or less implicated; and it was ])atent to all 
that the px'at question on which the, maintenance of our power 
existed was. M'hcither the Seiks would declare for or against us. 

Sir .lohn Lawrence was Chief-Commissioner of the Punjah. It 
wis he who hud asked the Seiks whether they would he governed 
hy the pen or the sword; they had chosen the former, and no^y 
all eyes were anxiously turned towards John Lawrence, hoping 
that hy his influence with the Seiks, India might he .«aved. The 
British had governed the Punjab for close on ten years; the 
poojile apjireciatod the hlessing.s of security of property which 
our rule had ensured ; they found that our Judges were just, and 
our Magistnites listened patiently to their complaints of wrong. 

This was a state of things to which they had ju'cviously been 
strangers. They had not, like the llindustJinoes, forgotten, in the 
lapse of years, the dincrenee between the undue favouritism of 
Kative rule and the impartial justice of the British Government; 
and, moreover, the Khalsa hated and dcsjiiscd the Sepahis, with 
whom they had no interests in common; but, notwithstanding all 
thc.se considei-ations, their decision was trembling in the balance, 
and it needed a master-mind to turn the scale in our favour, 

John Lawrence was the man who brought his influence to bear: 
lie turned the scale in our favour. 

Then from Lahore came the a.ssuring intelligence that Sir. 
Robert Montgomery, the Judicial Commissioner, in concert with • 
the ^Military Commanders, had, with decision and courage, by a 
coxip-dc-main, succeeded in disarming the disaffected Scjiahis at 
that Station, and transferring the guardianship of the Port from 
their charge to that of the Slst Foot ; and thus, Muthout bloodshed 
or destruction of property, the Capital of the Punjab Avas secured 
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“ East India Ecgister,” December 31, ISfiS. 

FIRST EUROPEAN BENGAL FUSH^IERS. 

(Right Wing.) 

“PiASSEY," “Buxah,” “GuzmuT,” “Di:io,” “ Bnuiirronn,” “ ArGnAnisTAN,” 
“ GnczNni:,” “Fr.nozsnAU,” “SoimAox." 
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George Warren 
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L. G. 

28 Nov., '54 ... 

do. 

1809 

Lxeutexaxt-Coloxei,. 

F. Jenkins 

1 

10 Oct., ’51 ... 

C. 28Nov.,’54 

Civil Employ. 

1820 

J. Welchman 

4 July, ’53 ... 

C. 14 July, ’58 

1837 

Major. 

Geo. 0. Jacob 


5 March, ’50 

Punjab Cavalry 
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J» 
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H.B.Edwardes, G.B. 

29 June, ’49 ... 
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yy 

Alex. Hume 
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20 March, ’54 

5 April, ’55 ... 


do. 

‘1845 

Edwd. Brown 

Geo. C. Lambert ... 

14 Jan., ’50 ... 
1 Feb., ’50 ... 



1844 

Trevor Wlieler 

5 March 



^1845 
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BENGAL EUSIEIEKS (Continued). 
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.1. Morliiiid 
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«( 
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If 
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(5 N. Money 

.1. R. Waltefa 

W. C. Cox 

T. A. Bmlcr 

W. A. P. CainicB ... 
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N. 11. Wallace 
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1K5.5 

A. G. 0\V(Mi 
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•1 Oct., ’.55 



F. 1). M. Brown 

7 March, ’50 
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20 Jan., ’50 ... 
■1 .Tanuary ... 
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If 
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i 
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1 Dec., ’.55 ... 
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DouglnB Seaton 

10 Fob., ’10 ... 

20 .Tan., ’54 ... 

Furlo’. 


FdoinfiB, Dark Blue. 


Adjutant to tlio Eegimont, II. M. Wr.MYSB, 3 July, ’55. 

QuartormaBter do. 

Surgeon do. 13. Haiu:, 21 May, ’55. 

AflBt. Surgeon do. 
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BENGAL EUSILIERS MARCH TOWARDS DELHI. 


1857. by a ruse, which gained the respect and ensured the goodwill of 
the Seiks. 

A moveable Column of some of om’ choicest Seik troops was 
placed under command of General Neville Chamberlain; and, 
with every demonstration of loyalty, was marching to join the 
British Ai-my already beleaguering the strongly-fortified City of 
Delhie. 


Meanwhile, on the morning of the 13th of May, Major G. O.. 
J acob, of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers, rode into Dugshai from Simla, 
Avith orders from the Commander-in-Chief for the Regiment tO' 
march as soon as airangements could be completed to TJmballa,, 
where further orders ivould aivait them. The soldiers of the Regi- 
ment Avere immediately assembled on parade,- the Avealdy men being 
formed into a depot for the protection of the sick and Station of 
Mi-iy ISth, Dugshai ; and, such was the energy displayed by all, that at 
1857 4 p.m. on the same day on which the order had been received,, 

the Regiment commenced its inarch towards Umballa, probably 
never in finer condition to take the field, both in physique and 
discipline.*' The Regiment Avas 800 strong, there was not a 
recruit in the ranks, and there had for many months preceding 
been almost a total absence of crime. Orderly room Avas held but 
once a Aveek; and more frequently than othen\'ise there Avas a 
clean sheet. The march to UmbaUa, a distance of 60 miles, was 
accomplished in 38 hom's ; the Regiment arriving at their desti- 


*■ The foUoAving Officers -were present Avitli the let European Bengal 
Fusiliers Avhen the Kegiment marched from Dugshai on May 13th, 1857 : — 


Major G. O. Jacob. , 

Captain G. G. Denni.ss. 

„ S. GrevUle. 

„ C. Wriford. 
Lieutenant 1\'’. S. E. Hodson. 
J. W. Daniell. 

„ E. A. C. Lambert. 
„ J. S. "Walters. 

„ J. A. Butler. 

„ 'W. A. D. Cairnes, 

„ N. II. Wallace. 


2nd Lieutenant A. G. Given. 

„ F. D. M. Brown. 

„ N. ElUs. 

„ . A. K. Chapman. 

,, W. H. Warner. 

Regimental Staff. 
Adjutant-Lieut. H. M. AVemyss. 
Intr. and Qr. Mr. C. MacFarlane. 
Surgeon Boughton. 
Assistant-Surgeon Charles. 



THE BATTLE OF BUDLEE-KA-SEBAI. 


455> 


!jriiyl5th 31st, nation at 7 a.ni. on tlic 15tliMay. Ordei’s Avere received 1857. 

1857. Qjj fgj. Comjjanies of the Eegiment to 

proceed at once to Kimianl, the remaining Companies and Head- 
quarters folloAviug on the 21st May. It was from this j^Hce that 
Lieutenant W. S. Hodson, 1st Bengal Fusiliers, j)erformed the 
daring feat of riding by himself with dispatches through a hostile 
country to hleerut and back, 150 miles. The British force AA^as noAv 
assembling at Aliporc, one march out of Delhic. 

The Headquarters and six Companies of the 2nd Bengal 
Fusiliers, under Captain Boj’^d, had joined the Army from 
Umhalla, four Conqianics haA'ing remained at that Station under 
Captain Harris to keep open communication Avith the Punjab. 

The 1st Bengal Fusiliers Avere appointed to the 1st Brigade,, 

M.ay 21st Jane 7tb, under Brigadier ShoAvers ; and Colonel Welch- 

1857. and Captain BroA\m having joined on 5th 

June from Dugshai, the former assumed command of the 
Eegiment. 

On the 7th June Lieutenant Butler arrived at the Head- 
quarters from leave of absence, having, in his anxiety to be at 
his post, ridden across country on one horse, 110 miles in 40^ 
hours. 

All being in readiness, on June 7th, orders AA^ere issued for a 
general adA^ance toAA'ards Delhie, the troops, on account of the exces- 
sive heat, marching at midnight. As the tOAvn of Budlee-ka-Seraiy 
held in great force by the enemy, AA-as on the road betAveen AJipore and 
Delhie, an immediate attack on itAAus ordered. For thispm’pose, on 
the early morning of the 8th June, Nos. 5 and 6 Companies of the 
1st Bengal Fusiliers, under command of Captain BroAATi, formed 
the advanced Guard; but AvheiiAAdthin about 1200 yards of the 
enemy’s position, they found themselves under such a heavy 
Artillery fire that they were ordered to take ground to their right 
and aAAuit the arrival of their Headquai'ters. The Avhole Eegiment 
now advanced to the attack across the open plain, the enemy’s fire 
perceptibly increasing at eA'^ery step, so that 20 or 30 of our men 
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1857. were killed or wounded; funong.st the latter being Captain 
Grevillc and Licutcniint Ellis. 

The Regiment was now ordered to take :id vantage of some 
rising ground about 400 yards in advance of the enemy’s main 
battery, from Avhich position it attacked a village, defeating a 
large body of the mutineers, who had kej)t up a galling lire on our 
advancing troops. A general assaidt was next made on the 
enemy’s position at Budlce-ka-Scrai, Avhich was completely suc- 
cessful ; they being forced to retire from the village on their main 
Ai’iuy at Delhie, hotly pursued by oiu’ troops as far as the Ridge,' 
where the Ist Bengal Fusiliers, after having been lighting and 
marching for fifteen consecutive hour.«, joined the British head- 
quarter camj). 

The 2nd Bengal F usiliers also rendered excellent service at the 
xittack on the enemy’s position at Budlee-ka-Serai. 

On June 9th there tvas some severe skinnishing, when Bnim- 
Major Me Gill, of the 1st European Regiment, a man selected for 
this post on account of his grand stature and splendid figure, was 
. accidentally left wounded on the field, his body being recovered 
the next morning, terribly mutilated. 

On the 11th of June a memoi’andum was j^rcsented to General 
Barnard, commanding the British Array before Delhie, by a 
Committee Avliich had been appointed by him to sm’vey the 
ground and recommend a plan of attack. Lieutenant W. S. 
Hudson, of the 1st Bengal European Fusiliers, now attached to 
the Quartermaster-General’s Department, was a member of this 
Committee, which recommended that our troops should storm the 
•city at once by a coup-dc-main at the Cabul and Cashmere gates, 
^advancing under existing cover to within 400 to 900 yards 
respectively, the main assault being made at the Cabul gate “ by ” 
•“ the channel through which the canal flows from the city.” 

This scheme, which had been elaborated with great care, and at 

•* “The Eidge” is an outcrop of rocks forming a naturiil defence in front 
■of the ground occupied by the British Army. 
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consiilcrablc personal risk, was approved of by tlio General, and im- 1857, 
mediate orders were issued for its execution; but, when tlie troops 
assembled in the evening, 300 of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers were 
absent, being on picket at our outposts, under Brigadier Greaves; 
who declined the responsibility of withdrawing his men without 
witten orders. He Avas confirmed in his resolve, as some of our 
advanced batteries Avere under charge of NatiA'e soldiers AA'hose 

O 

loyalty he doubted. As it aa’us deemed by the General injudicious 
to attempt the assaidt AA'ithout these 300 men, the execution of 
the scheme A\-as deferred :md ultimately abandoned. 

The project for a coiip-dc-main AA-liich had been recommended 
by the Committee AA-as bold and undoubtedh* feasible, and, had it 
been carried into effect thus eai’lA' in the siege, there is every 
reason to believe that the contemplated assaidt AA’ould have been 
successful. But General Barnard feared that, could he occupy 
the city. Avith its extensh'e fortifications, he had not sufficient 
troops at his disposal to hold the position; but, on the other 
hand, had Delhie been c.ai)turcd by our troops in June, and the 
enemy driven out before they had gained confidence, it is pro- 
bable that our casualties would have been fcAver than in 
September, AA-hen the defences had been strengthened and the 
numbers of the mutineers vastly increased. It must, hoAvever, 
be borne in mind that had we failed in our attempt on account 
of the smallness of our force, the eflTect avouM have been indeed 
disastrous. 

Af ter the abandonment of the scheme for an immediate assault 
there Avere daily skirmishes Avith the enemy ; during one of which, 
on the 12th June, Lieutenant Thomas Cadell, of the 2nd 
European Bengal Fusiliers, won the Yictoria Cross, for having 
“ brought in from amongst the enemy a wounded bugler belong- ” 

“ inz to Ills OAATi Begiment ; ” and a second time proceeded lA-ith 
three men of H.il. 7.5th Begiment, under a very heavy fire, and 
“ brought in a man of the 75rh who was most severely wounded.” 

On the 17th June 300 of tlie Ist European Bengal Fusiliers 
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jg 57 ^ fonnccl part of a force ordered to drive' the enemy out of a de- 
fended position, called “ Ecd Gar and the work was performed 
June 17lli, courage and decision, one of the enemy’s heavy guns 

1857. being captured by our troops. But here Captain E. Brown* 
was dangerously wounded, the little finger of his right hand 
being shot off, a bullet passing tbrougli Ills left wrist, striking his 
chin, smashing his right colhu'-bone, and from thence lodging in 
his chest ; in addition, ho received a flesh wound in his right breast. 

On the 19th and 20th June the Bight Wing of the Eegimcnt, 
under Major G. O. Jacob, was engaged in some severe encounters 
with the enemy in rear of our camp; the fighting was chiefly after 
dark, our men behaving with gallnnti-y and steadiness. Again, 
on the 23rd June, the whole Bcgimcnt was engaged from day- 
break till dark. 

There was a prophecy, dated immediately after the Battle of 
Plassey — 23rd June, 1757 — to the cflect that the Comjniny’s rule 
would last only one hundred years. This prophecy had often 
been quoted by those who for the last few years had been inciting 
. the Sepahis to mutiny ; and no doubt the feelings of the muti- 
neers were worked ujion by its repetition when they made their 
determined attack on the 23rd June, 1857. To the 1st Bengal 
Europeans it was painfully memorable; for although the enemy 
failed to make the slightest impression on our defences, they 
succeeded in severely wounding our Commanding Officer, Colonel 
Welchman, whilst gallantly leading his Eegiment to the front. 
Balling from his horse he was carried to the rear, when it was found 
that the elbow joint of his right arm was completely shattered. 

Private John McGovern, of the 1st European Fusiliers, during 
the action on the 23rd of June, gained the Victoria Cross for 
gallant conduct, “ he having earned into camj) a wounded com- ” 
“ rade, under a heavy fire from the enemy’s batteiy, at the risk ” 
“ of his own life.”t 

* Now in H.M. Body Guard. 

t Extract from “ The Victoria Gallery, an Official Chronicle.” 
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During tills engagement the 1st Bengal Fusiliers lost 40 menj.issy. 
of whom 11 were killed. The 2nd Bengal Fusiliers, who also 
rendered excellent service, lost Lieutenant Jackson, and 7 men 
killed and 19 wounded. 

The heat during these mid-day encounters was telling adversely 

June 2Srcl June SOth '"'ho suffered terribly from ex- 

haustion and thirst, frequently terminating in 
cholera, sunstroke, and death. 

On the 1st July Lieutenant Moncj' joined the Headquarters of 
the 1st Enrojiean Bengal Fusiliers, in command of a detaclunent 
of about 200 men from the Regimental Depot at Dugshai. The 
innks of the Regiment having been seriously thinned by casualties 
from the effect of exposure and losses in the field, this addition to 
its strength was most opportune. 

On July 9 th an abortive attack was made by the enemy on our 
•oamp. There had been heavy firing all the morning from the 
-enemy’s batteries, and about 11 a.m., our guns on the “ General’s ” 
Mound” opened fire, when the alarm and assembly were sounded. 
Whilst the Reghnent was “ falling-in ” a heav}’^ musketry fire was 
kept up on the right, the bullets frequently cutting tlirough the 
-tents; at the same time a frightened mob of our camp-followers, 
rushing through the camp, ciying out that the enemy were 
following them, and had already captured two of our guns. 

There being no time for regular formation, the Regiment went 
off at the double to the right rear of our camp, where it was met by 
some of our Native Artillerymen, who said that our own Cavalry 
had mutinied and were attempting to carry away om* guns. For 
about ten minutes the most complete clamour and confusion pre- 
vailed. We had little over 100 men in all, the rest of the 
June 9tli, Regiment being on picket duty : and we suddenly foimd om-- 
1857. selves confronted by about 500 Cavalry. We soon, however, 
di-ove them back, and the affair was over before reinforcements 
came up. 

On Sunday, July 5th, General Barnard’s seat at chm-ch was 
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,1857. vacant, lie having that morning been struck down by cholera, and 
before evcniim he was dead. He had Avritten to Lord Canninnj 
somefew months previous, “ Cannot you lind some tough job for” 
“ me to do ? ” The “ job ” Avhich had been found Avas too “ tougli ” 
for him : he, like Henry LaAATence, fulling AA’hilst trying to do his 
duty. 

General Reed succeeded, by seniority, to the command of the 
Ai-my; but he soon resigned, his health having completely, given 
AA’ay under the anxiety and resiionsibilitj" of his position ; and the 
command nOAV devolved on Brigadier Archdalc Wilson. 

It Avas, perhaps, fortunate that our troojis before Delhic AA'crc 
•at this time in complete ignorance of AA'hat had been taking place 
at a distance from their scene of action. The reports Avhich had 
reached our camp Avere cncom-aging, iind produced :i reasonable 
hope of the speedy arrival of additional troops. It Avas not knoAiTi 
that at CaAvnporc the British Avcrc beleaguered in their entrench- 
ments, that the city of LucknoAV AA’as in the full possession of the 
- rebels, and that nearly all the Stations, Civil and !Military, in the 
Bengal Presidency, AA'cre in the hands of the Mutineers. 

Durina; the afternoon of the 14th .TuIa' the 1st Benjral Fusiliers 
Avere ordered out to clear the Subzi Mundi of the enemy. 
Marching straight doAAm the road Avhich leads to Delhie, the 
Regiment received the fire of the enemy on both flanks ; No 1 
Company being noAv ordered to skirmish on the i-ight and No 2 
on the left. The enemy shoAA'cd considerable detei-mination — 
repeatedly charging in masses Avith fixed bayonets; but they 
AA'cre . finally driven back into the gardens and enclosures about 
300 yards from- the city. 

Anticipating, an immediate attack on the Fortress, the enemy 
■ closed the gates, and poured a heavy grape-fire from the Moree 
^ Bastion, Avhich, ploughing tlu'ough our ranks, killed and AA'ounded 
several of our men, Avhilst the shot from our oaati batteries 
in oiu' rear, passing very close over the Regiment, caused 
some confusion. The enemy’s Infantry, noAA^.forccd back toAvards 
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the city Avails, sought refuge in the passages Avhich lead to the 1857. 
eutnince gates, and their CaAahy at the same time, hurriedly 
gjdloping along the counter-scarp, eager to escape, plunged into 
the sortie passages — already fdlcd Avith their Infantry — and fell 
headlong amongst the mass of fugitives, checked hy the gates 
having heen closed ; Avhen, hoAvcvei', the enemy realised that avc 
had no intention of storming the Fortrcs.s they thrcAv open the 
gates, and gradually succeeded in absorbing the quivering mass of 
horses and men A’ainly cndeaA'ouring to e.Ktricate thcmselA'Cs. 

The objects for Avhich the British detachment had been employed 
•Inly 14 tli, having been attained, and the Suhzi Mundi cleared of the 
1857. enemy, our troops Avere ordered to I’eturn to camp. During 
these operations, Lieutenant H. ^1. AVomyss, the Adjutant of the 
Begiment. aa'us hit hA* a musket-hall on his side : but he refused 
to go to the rear, and continued to perform his duties. Lieutenant 
.1. AV. Danicll Avas also Avounded ; but in his ease the injury AA'as 
so severe that he tvas obliged to retire, “ though the brave young ” 

“ Officer Avas loth to do so, and endeavoured, by attempting to ” 

“ Avhistle, to hide the agony he suffered.” * The 1st Bengal 
Fusiliei-s during this engagement lost 64 killed and Avounded. 

As our troops Averc returning to camp, after their hard day’s 
Avofk, they passed tAvo men of the 8eik Infantry assisting a 
Avounded coim-ade, Avho Avas unable to Avalk ; but the enemj’^’s fire 
became so hot that they refused to carry the Avounded man 
further, and left him to the mercy of the pursuers. Captain 
Greville ordered the Seiks to bring on their comrade ; but they, 
haA'insT declined to further risk their lives, left the Seik to his 
fate ; AA-hereupon, Greville ran back a distance of some fifty 
yards, under a storm of bidlets, placed the Avounded man on his 
back, and canned him to a place of safety, for Avhicli act he 
received the thanks of Brigadier ShoAvers, in command. ' 

The heat in camp at this time AA-as terrific, and it appears 
marvellous that disease Avas not more prcA^alent. The men Avere 
“ 1st Bengal Fusiliers in the Delhie Campaign,” by J, P. Brougham. 

2 H 
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1857. exposed during the day to a tropical sun, and all night to malarious 
dews; the air was tainted with every kind of nauseous smell ; there 
July 14tli— 23rcl, '"’as a total absence of any nttcin])t at sanitary arrange- 
1857. inents ; camels and other animals, who had died or been 

killed, lay in all directions in close proximity to the camp, and dense 
clouds of flics rendered it unsafe to eat or drink without mu.din 
having been previously placed over the face, the drinking-pot and 
plate. There thus appeared to be every enticement fordisea.se: 
but, with the exception of occasional cases of sunstroke and cholera, 
and the casualties of war, our troops were far more healthy than 
we had any reason to expect ; comparing not unfavourably with the 
time when our European troops are housed in baiaiicks, with every 
comfort and luxury about them. Docs not this state of things 
argue that occupation is more necessary to the well-being and 
health of the European soldier in India than all the punkahs, 
tatties, and other inventions for inducing the men to remain 
unoccupied in barracks ? 

On the 24th July news reached our camp of the treacherous 
capture and terrible fate of General Wheeler’s garrison at Cawn- 
pore, where “ a great multitude ” of women and children had 
been fiendishly hacked to pieces by the town butchers, under the 
orders of the ever-infamous Doondoo Punt, called the Nana. "U]) 
to this time the troops before Dclhic had been cheered by reports 
of the rapid advance of a European force ; but now' the naked 
truth had been told ; Wheeler’s brave force, consisting of Officers, 
soldiers, with many w'omcn and young children, had been betrayed 
into a confidence which cost them all, save four,* their lives. AH 
communication betw'een Dclhic and the low'er provinces w'as 
closed, and the little British Army before Dclhic must accomplisli, 
unaided, the stupendous work it had undertaken ; our sole hope 
'■ being in the courage, discipline, and determination of our soldiers. 

* One of the four avIio escaped from Caumpore, Lieutenant Delafosse, 
afterwards joined the 101st Royal Bengal Fusiliers, and commanded the 
Regiment for several years. 
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It beoiuno. evident, on the morning of the Ist August, that the 1857. 
■enemy liad arranged an elaborate plan for a vigorous attack on 
the British position. At 6 a.m. on that day, masses of Sepahi 
Kegiments •were dniwi up in battle aiTay in front of our defences, 
and an attack by successive Divisions was continued until the 
mornin" of the drd, the firiim on both sides beinjr durinji; this 
time uninterrupted. The shouts and yells from the enemy were 
loud and long ; but in the main their attacks lacked earnestness, 
though the Sepahis made some bold rushes at our batteries, in 
front of which, Avhcrc three determined charges had been made 
on the 2nd instant, their dead were now lying in heajis. At 
one point the dead were so numerous that they were heajicd up, 
and used as cover for the attacking-parties, who advanced through 
the embrasures, in some instances engaging our gunners in a 
August 8r(l, hand-to-hand fight. The noise at this time was almost 
1857. deafening; the constant roar of the Artillery and 
Musketry, the bugles sounding the advance along the whole front, 
whilst the shouts of the Native Commanders were distinctly heard, 
urging their men on to the attack. 

This grand effort to push us from our jiosition behind the ridge 
failed, and, as the British troops had all been acting solely on the 
•defensive, our losses were comparatively trifling. 

The 7th of A\igust was rendered memorable by the explosion 
•of the enemy’s powder-magazine in the very heart of the city ; 
this was a grand sight, producing, at the instant of explosion, 
an enormous cloud of dense smoke, which quickly rose, over- 
shadowing the whole city with a heavy black pall, Avhich Avas 
slowly swept by the Avind across the plain. 

The constant outpost-duty, although it AA'as ahvays imdertaken 
Avith the utmost alacrity and good-humour, Avas found to be 
very irksome to the soldiers; those of the 1st Bengal Fusi- 
liers. being constantly on duty at “ The j\Ietcalf Stables,” 
“The Mosque,” and “Flagstaff” pickets; “but the most” 

•“ revolting and uuAvelcome outpost aaus commonly called ‘ The ’ ”" 


468 


ATTACK ON THE ENEIMy’s PICKETS. 


1857 “‘Valley of Death.’ It ivas a small old ruined mosque or”' 
“ .shrine in the gorge of the valley, in rear of our batteries, and 
“ was under a plunging ftre from all the enemy’s missiles that 
“ passed over them. There was no cover, as it was impossible 
“ to enter the building, owing to its being literally crowded ” 
“ with cobras, and on the road where two of our sentries were 
“ posted, there were dead camels lying in the last stage of de- 
“ composition. A night on this picket, in the thick, muggy 
“ atmosphere of the rainy season in July and August, under a 
“ heavy fire, was almost too much for the best-intentioned 
“ soldier to bear.” * 

On the 11th August the 1st European Regiment was attached 
to the Flying Column, under General Nicholson, ivho with his' 
troops from the Punjab, had joined the besieging Army ow 
the 7th. 

On the 12th of August the 1st and 2nd Bengal European- 
Regiments ivcrc employed with a force under Bi’igadier-General 
Showers, ordered to surprise some of the enemy’s pickets outside 
the Cashmere Gate, the detachment quietly moving off at 
2.?)0 a.m. The 1st Fusiliers were to attack the picket at 
“ Ludlow C.astle,” whilst the 2nd, under Major Coke, advanced 
against some pickets in the “ Koordsia Bagh.” 

The night was veiy dai-k, and the ground difficult. Major- 
Coke was severely wounded soon after his party had started. ■ 

Nos. 8, 9,- and 10 Companies of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers, undcr 
Captain Greville, were now ordered to form the attacking party,, 
and advance in skirmishing order to the front ; the remainder of 
the troops being held in reserve. The ground was open in front, 
and, under orders previously issued, striet silence was observed. 
As the advance-party moved along an order was given by theii” 
Commander in a whisper to fix bayonets, and I’ass the word on to- 
the next files; and this order was obeyed without a sound. A 
challenge. from one of the enemy’s sentries broke the stillness:: 

■* From the Diary of an Officer of the Ist Bengal FusilierB. 
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n<i<»kiun (Inr ? ” A,*; wx* upon fhcin .■'iloncc wiis 1101857 . 

Idiifr*'!' iK> 0 (‘<snn' ; initl tin: Mililior rlinllongod by tlu! M-ntry replied, 
•“Take fbnt I ’’ and. finnir nt llie suiiK! time, shot liiiu dead. It 
JH-in<; still quite dark, there was irreat diflieulty in ascertaining 
■<mr <‘xaet jiufition, or that of the mieiny. hut. from the direction of 
the ehallenge, it was evident that we had overlajtped their 
pO'itiou. (Jreville. therefore, closed his troojis on their left, and 
-at the same time brought their right shoulders forward, quickly 
forming' his Companii'S in good order ojipositc “ Ludlow (aistlc.’’ 

TIk* nttaeking-party uow opened fire, jireparatory to their charge. 

The entauy atttaiqued to bring their batteries to hear on the ad- 
vaneing 1ro<tps, hut there wa*; evidently no order amongst them, 
for they hesitated : and. after firing two of their guns, the main 
body of their troo[)s attempt«*d to esoajie. {.)ur men at once 
August closed <in the Ihitterv from whence the two shots had been 

fired ; tmd Private Keagan, rushing upon a :2-l-pounder 
howil7.(‘r. which was charged with gntpe, attacked the gunners 
single-handed, tiud' bayoneted one of them jttst as he was 
apjilying the jiortfire. Unhajipily, Keagan fell, badly wounded 
and jierinanently disabled: but this brave man had the satisfaction 
tif knowing tlmt in risking his own life he stived that of many of 
his comnides. At this time the day bcgiin to dawn, enabling the 
sittjicking-party to eoinjilctely clear the jiost of the enemy, and 
•carry ofi' four of his gnus — 2 il-pounders, ] tl-jioundcr, and 
1 2 i-])onndcr howitzer — which, with their tumbrils, horses, and 
sqijiointments, were at once escorted into cam)). Captain S. 
lirevillc and Lieutenant A. G. Owen were wounded. ]-iicntenant 
'Ct. W. Warner, who rendered good service on this occasion, 
siscaped unhurt. Brigadier Showers, in his dispatch to the 
^jencral commanding at Delhie, makes .siiecial reference to “ the ” 

“ steadiness, silence, and order with which the 1st Bengal ” 
Fusiliers advanced to the at.t:ick on the enemy’s guns, which ’’ 
was well conceived and gallantly executed by ^fajor Jacob ’’ 
and the Officers and men of the Regiment under his command, ” 
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1857. “ nnd Captain S. Grevillc of tlic ]?ogiment coininanded llio " 
“ -skirmiphcrs who made the first attack on the f^uns,” 

The total loss of the liri^ade on this occasion was 10 killed 
and 93 Avonnded. The 1st llengal Fusiliers had' 4 killed and 2.S 
wounded; and the 2nd Ilengal Fusiliers, who also hchaved with 
great gallantry, lost 1 Olliccr killed (Tjicntcnant Sherrift’) and 
7 men Avonnded. 

On the 24th August the Flying Column, nndcr General 
Nicholson, was sent from onr cam]) agtiinst the enemy, who hold 
a strong position at Nnjjnfghnr. An Officer f)f the 1st J’ongal 
F usillers, who was ])rcscnt, gives the following dcscrij»tion of the 
expedition : — 

“ Onr Colnmn marched out of camp at 11 p.m. on the 24th. 

“ taking the rontc across conntry, the gi’onnd on acconnt of the 
“ rains being very heavy, so that avc had repeatedly to nnharncss 
“ the horses from the ttnnhrils and guns and drag them through ” 
“ the morass, putting 100 of onr men to each gun. At noon on " 
“ the 2r)th we halted for an lionr, Avlicn grog was served out to ” 
“ OAir men. At about 4 p.m., whilst the men Avcrc wading 
through a jhecl up to their waists in mud and water, the enemy 
. “ opened fire on our Eegiment Avith shrapnell from an old ’ 
“ viuncd Fort, Avhich Avas concealed by some risiAig gi’ound at a ’ 
“ distance of about 400 yards. Some of our Hoi-sc Artilleiy " 
“ and CaA'alry had made a dclonr round the morass to our right 
“ front. Our Kegiment Avas noAv ordered to form line, taking ” 
“ advantage of the cover afforded by a small ridge directly in ’ 

“ front, and at a distance of about 300 yards from the Fort. ’ 
“ General Nicliolson addressed the troops, and turning, to the 
“ Regiment, he said : ‘ I haA c nothing to say to the 1st Ftisi- ’ 

“ ‘ liers ; they Avill do as they abvays do.’ Major Jacob noAV 
“ gave us the order to adA'ance in line, AA'hich was done in mag- ” 
“ nificent style, the men reserving their fire, although the ’ 

“ enemy’s Artillery arid Musketry Avas pouring shot amongst us. 

“ Wheu AveAvere at a distance of about 100 yards from the Foi’t. 
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JViigust ‘24tli 26th, “ tliicob giive the Avord to prepare to charge, Avhen ” 1 S 57 . 

“ the front i-ank came to the long trail, the Avhole ” 

“ advancing straight as an arroAv, Avhen Jacob, seeing the men ” 

“ Avere as steady as rocks, gaA'c the Avord to charge, Avhen, Avith ” 

“ a AA'ild cheer, the Regiment dashed at the Fort, and seramhling ” 

“ OA er the defences came face to face Avith the mutineers, aa’Iao ” 

“ held their ground until our men Avere close upon them, AA'lien ” t 
“ the enemy gave Avay ; the Fort being qniekly cleared of the ” 

“ mutineers, our Regiment formed up on the other side, and ” 

“ then rapidly advanced on the enemy’s camp, AA’hich Avas to our ” 

“ front ; hut the capture of their Fort had evidentlj' disheartened ” 

“ them, for they fled across the canal, leaA'ing the Avhole of their ” 

“ camp equipage, baggage, and 13 guns in our possession ; Ave ” 

“ jmshing on toAvards the canal bridge, Avhich avc destroyed.’’ 

“ The enemy noAv returned to the hank of the canal, and ” 

“ bringing Avith them tAVo 9-poundcrs, opened a galling fire on ” 

“ our Avorking-parties, hut Major Tombs, having brought up his ” 

“ Horse ArtillcrA-, forced them to retire Avith the loss of one of ” 

“ their tumbrils, Avhich he blcAV up Avith one of his shells. About ” 

“ tAvo hours after suni'ise next day aa'c commenced om- return ” 

“ march, halting at 11 a.m. for breakfast, this being the only ” 

“ meal the soldiers had partaken of since they left our camp at ” 

“11 p.m. on the 24th; thus they had been 36 hours Avithout ” 

“ any regular food. Elephants AA'cre sent out from camp to bring ” 

“ in our Avounded and footsore men, but one only of these useful ” 

“ animals Avas required to assist 7 of our men Avho had been ” 

“ injured by an explosion. The Regiment reached our camp ” 

“ about 4 p.m. on the 26th August, after an absence of 41 hours, ” 

“ diu-ing Avhich time our men had only partaken of one meal.” 

On the 4 th of September, our siege-train having arrived in 
camp, preparations for the assaidt of the city Avere commenced 
Avith A'igour. On the night of the 7th the 1st Bengal Fusiliers 
Avere employed in front of the Cashmere Bastion, breaking ground 
for the breaching batteries. It Avas anticipated that our Avorking- 
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1857. parties would be called upon lo drive in the enemy’s pickets, but 
it was found that they bad all been in-cvioiisly Avitbdrawn. Our 
first battciy was about .^00 yards from ibe Caslimei’c Gate, and 
we bad run up a lireastwork afibrdiu" .«uflicient })rotcction to our 
working-parties before the enemy opened fire, altboiigb wc were 
near cnougb to bear them talking in the Bastion before we com- 
menced our work. 

On the night of the 1Mb .September the 1st Fusiliers were 
emjjloyed in making the brencbing-batterics in front of the 
“ Water Bastion,” the enemy keepi)ig up a heavy fire all night, 
and shelling us from their batteries in “.Selim Ghur;” but onh- 
two men of the Bcgiment Avere wounded. 

On the moniing of the 11 tb our batteries opened fire, but soon 
afterwards a trooj) of the enemy’s Cavalry, consisting of about 
100 men (Ghazis) — who had ])robably sworn to die or drive us 
from our advanced jiosition — were seen suddenly lo emerge from 
the “ Subzi Muudi,” and make a bold dash at our right breaching- 
battery ; but Avlien Avithin eighty yards they Avere rec'eiA-ed AS'ith a 
salvo of grape from our guns Avhieh moAved them doAvn like grass. 
As the smoke cleared oil' there AA'crc but a fcAV Avho Jiad not 
fallen, and they cpiickly turned and fled. 

Tiie enemy uoav ap])carcd to be fully roused to a sense of their 
.September I2tli, impending danger, fighting Avith inereased earnestness 
1857. and determination : they at this time commenced to 
make counter-trenches and rifle-pits, repairing during the night 
the breaches effected by our guns during the day, mounting more 
guns and constructing additional batteries betAveen the “ Moree ” 
Bastion and the Cashmere Gate ; but before these coxdd be com- 
pleted our assault Avas to be delivered. 

On the 13th of Scjjtember arrangements for the assaidt, as 
recommended by a Council of War, Avere .approved of by 
General Archdale Wilson, and ordered to be carried into effect. 

The 1st Bengal Fusiliers, AAdiich had left Dugshai 800 strong, 
Avere noAV reduced to scarcely iiAore than one-half ; about 400 only 
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ln-ing nvailaUlo for tlia coatoinplatcd assault. A like dimlmition 185 
•of i^trcngtli luul taken itlaee in other Eoglinont:?, ho that tlic force 
iit the (HHj)OHal (tf the (-leneral eniiHinted only of about 1700 
l'hiro])canH and 1000 Xative?, of whom about 1300 were Seiks and 
the reiuainder Ghoorkahn. Thus General Wilson had only about 
3)i;00 thoroughly reliable troojts for the nsHanlt, besides 850 of the 
Mahanija Golah Sing's soldiers, many of whom had not been 
disciplined or used to war. 

The Army was divided for the attack into five Columns, 
the I'irst, commanded by Brigadier-General Nicholson, consisted- 
■ of 

It.'ink niul I'ile. 


Ist Bengal Fusili<‘rs 250 

II.M. 75th Begiment 300 

2nd Punjab Infantry 450 


This Column was <irdcred “ to storm the breach near the Cash- ” 
“mere Bastion, and escalade the face of the Bastion.” General 
Nicholson, having been apjKiintcd to command the .advance 
storming-j)arty, assembled the Commandants and seconds in 

• command of his troops, and explained to them in detail how they 
were to act as soon as they had cscaladcd the walls ; ending liis 
instructions with the folloAving words; “Don’t press the enemy ” 
•“ too liard : let them have a golden bridge to retire by.” 

The Second Column was jdaced under the command of Briga- 

• dier .lones, C.B,, and consisted of — 

Itank and File. 


2nd Bengal Fusiliers 250 

H.M. 8th Regiment 250 

4th Seik Infantry 350 


This Column was “ to storm the breach in the “ Water ” 
Bastion.” 

The Third Column, commanded by Colonel Campbell, ILiM. 
.52nd, consisted of — 
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^857, Bank and File. 

H.M. 52nd Kegiment 200 

Kiimaon Battalion 250 

1st Punjab Infantry 500 


This Column was to be held in readiness “ to assault by the 
“ Cashmere Gate after its explosion by the Engineers should have ” 
“ taken place.” 

The Fourth Column, commanded by Major Reid of the Sir- 
moor Battalion, consisted of a detachment of the 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers (150 men), detachments of H.M. 60th and 61st, together 
with the “ Guides Infantry ” and the “ Sirmoor Battalion,” and 
about 800 of the Jummoo troops (Golab Sing’s). This Column 
Avas ordered to clear the gardens and blocks of buildings “ at 
“ Pahaioinpore and Kishcngimge, and to enter the city by the 
“ Lahore Gate.” 

The Fifth Column, commanded by Brigadier Longfield, con- 
sisted of— 

Bank and File. 


H.M. 60th Rifles 200 

H.M. 61st Regiment 250 

4th Punjab Infantry 400 

Belooch Battalion 300 


This column formed “ the Reserve.” ' 

On the 14th September the Headquarters of the 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers marched from the camp at 3 a.m., having been selected 
by Brigadier-General Nicholson to lead the first assaulting- 
column in the attack on Delhie. It is to be regretted that some 
unexpected delay took place, the engineers reporting that during- 
the night the breaches must be cleared by our lieaA'y guns before- 
the assault, and it Avas not until some time after sunrise that the 
1st Bengal Fusiliers, under Major Jacob, adA^anced; his Adjutant,.' 
Lieutenant Memyss, being beside him. On reaching “ LudloAv 
“Castle” the scaling-ladders aa'ci’C brought to the front; Nos. 1 
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nncl 2 C oinpanies of the Keglnient forming the first escalading- 1857- 
party, nncler Lieutenant G. N. Money.* Nicholson, before acl- 
Aancing to the assault, had separated his stoi'iiiing Column intO' 
two DiA'isions; the 1st Bengal Fusiliers forming the first; H.M.. 

75th, the second. 

On emerging into the open, a terrific fire Avas poured on the 
escaladers, aa-Iio, AA'ith a cheer, ran forAvard at the double, folloAA-ed 
September 14tli, closely by the rest of the Eegiment. On nearing th& 

1857. Cashmere Bastion, it A\'as seen that the ditch Avas so- 

filled AA'ith fallen masonry, that our men Avere enabled to glide- 
doAA'n the incline, and plant the escalading ladders AA'ith such 
rapidity that the top of the ramparts Avas quiclcly reached amidst 
a. storm of bullets, and missiles, hurled doAvn from the AA-alls aboA'C- 
NotAA'ithstanding this opposition, the ramparts AA'cre gained before- 
the Mutineers had collected their foi'ces in sufficient numbers to- 
make a A'ery determined resistance ; and thus a firm footing AA'as- 
obtained on the breach before any attempt had been made to- 
bloAA’- open the Cashmere gate. By this time the 75th Begiment 
had scaled the AA'alls, forced the breach — Nicholson’s tAA O Dmsions 
having joined — the battle for the mastery on the ramparts raged 
Avith fierce fury. Our men, though A'astly out-numbered, fought Avith 
uncontrolled A’ehcmence, striking doAvn the mutineers Avith their ^ 
clubbed muskets Avhere they coidd not succeed in thrusting homo 
their bayonets. The dense masses of the Sepahis noAV croAvding 
to the front coidd not AA'ithstand the eager onslaught of our nielli 
Seiitember 14th, for nearly three months had been thirsting for 

1857. tl,jg tPiy of retribution. This Aims not the Usual excite- 
ment of battle, it Avas the indiA'idual burning lust of revenge foi- 
the atrocities committed by the Mutineers, and it is hardly 
possible to realize the intensity of passion that animated every 
British heart that day. There AA'ere Amlunteers in our lunks- 
Conductors, and Non-commissioned Staff avIio had lost all that 
had made life most dear ; and these men dealt death around 
' ■* Noav in II.M. Body Guard. 
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'nin ASPATiT.T ON DKUiri:. 


1857 at every slrolce, cryinij aloud, aliove the din 'of war, “"Where 
is my wife?” “Where arc my ])oor children?”* It was a 
just Almighty rctrilmtiou, heyond the influence or control of man. 

Brigadier-General Nicholson now gave iustrnctions to his Com- 
manders to push forward, storm, and occupy tin; Church, as well 
jis the adjacent huildings; all of which were held in strong force 
by the enemy. Nicholson led the Ist l)ivisif)n against the Church, 
which, after a gallant assault, was ea))turcd at the point of the 
bayonet ; the 2nd Division at the same time succeeding in posscss- 
Scptoml)cr 1-Jtli, big Itself of many of the huildings in the vicinity of the 
18!)7. “^lain Guard” and the Church. Thc.se important 
positions having hcen secured, and small parti(!s left in possession, 
the IstBeimal Fusiliers and 7')th assembled at tha“!Main 

O 

Guard,” wlicn orders were is.sucd for tbe troops to push on in the 
direction of the Lahore Gate. 

In the meantime Lieutenant G. [Money, avIio, before the a.ssault 
bad received liis Commanding Oflicer’s orders to ])nsb along the 
AVidls to his right as soon as lie got inside, jirocccded to c.xecute 
these instructions. As soon as the Cashmere [Ibitteiy liad been 
cleared he turned to the right along the lane helow the ramparts, 
accompanied by Sergeant-Major Ilolford and some of tbe men of 
Nos. 1, 2, and S Companies. [Money sup]ioscd that tlie main 
Column under Jacob was following; but, as just stated, it had 
gone forward as soon as it cscaladcd the walls to storm the Church. 
Money’s party, therefore, was unsiqiported. 

..Wter having proceeded a short distance down the lane — 
between the bouses and tbe ramjiarts — our detacbment came to a 
slope leading up to tbe ramparts ; which [Money, followed by Hol- 
ford and a number of his men, ascended. The ramparts being 
defended by the Mutineers, there was hard fighting as the party 
pushed forward, and they, having proceeded about half-way to 
the Moree Bastion, saw a 12-pouuder gun in front worked by the 
enemy. This gun was rpiickly turned toAvards the advancing 
An Officer of tlie 1st Bengal Fusiliers Avrites, “ I saiv this myself.’’ 
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1857. timilng until our Kignuls Avcrc uiulcivtooil, wlicn the Artillerymen 
outside mounting the pnriipels, gave a ringing cheer of recognition. 

Immediately hclow the !Morce lhi.«tion, on the j)lain in front of 
our Siege Batteric.s, the enemy had cut trenches and rifle-pits, 
Avhich Avere filled Avitli their men, aa’Iio, .‘startled hy the hehaA'iour 
of our Artillerymen to their front, now for the first time reali.scd 
Avhat had taken jdace id)o\’c. For a few seconds they stood 
.^cptcin'bcr 14tli, .'^tu])ificd, not knoAving how to act, Avhilst avc turned 

18o7. upon them one of their own gnus, Avhieh caused them 

to leap from their trenches: and, as they bolted across the open 
plain, they had to run the gauntlet l)ctAveen their own guns above 
jind ours heloAV. 

By this time it became cA'ident that the main Column had -not 
folloAVcd in sui)port, and !Moncy Avas hardly pressed ; Avhen, 
fortunately, a ])arty of the 9th Lancers apjtearcd beloAA', the 
Officer in command asking Iioav things Avcrc going on. On 
learning that Ave had some diffictdty in holding our own, he dis- 
mounted some dozen of his men Avho had been instructed in 
gunnery, and they, clambering up into the battciy, took charge 
•of the guns. Fortunately there AA'as a breastAvork in rear of the 
Morce Bastion AAOth one embrasure, in Avhich Ave jtlaced a brass 
(5-pounder gun. Two or three determined attticks Avere made by 
the enemy to regain their lost position, charging up close to 
the muzzle of this gun, and Avouuding tAvo of oau- Lancer gunners. 
Matters Avere noAV looking serious; for the numbers of the enemy 
in front of our breastAvork increased, AA'hilst ours, in defence, 
<liminished. 

I 

Colonel Greathead (commanding H.M. 8th Foot) noAV arriA^ed 
Avith some of his oaaua men, part of the 75th, 2nd Bengal 
Fusiliers, and Punjab Infantry. Almost immediately afterwards, 
the Headquarters of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers, under !Major Jacob, 
arrived; having been delayed AA'hilst re-capturing some of the 
buildings close inside the Cashmere Gate. 

Our Kegimcnt noAV pushed on toAvards the Lahore Gate, to 
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reacli wliicli Ave liacl to force a. passage tlirougli a narrow defile 1857. 
running parallel AA’itli, and immediately beloAV, the rampart. It 
September 14th Avliilst the Regiment Avas advancing tOAvards this 

1857. defile that Major George Jacob fell mortally wounded. 

“ He, poor felloAv, was shot in the thigh, and died that night. ” 

“ As he lay vTithing in his agony on the ground, unable to ” 

“ stand, tAvo or three men Avent to take him to the rear, but a ” 

“ sense of duty Avas superior to bodily pain, and he refused their ” 

“ aid, desiring them to go on and take the guns ! 

As soon as Jacob fell. Captain Gi’cville, the next senior Officer 
AA'ho AA'as close at hand, assumed command 'of the Regiment. 

In addition to the many guns on the ramparts there Avere three 
placed by the enemy to SAA-eep the defile ; one of these AA'as on 
the ramj)art immediately above, one beloAv at the entrance to the 
<lefile, and the tliird also on the rampart above, but about 100 yards 
in rear. Tliis last gun AA'as protected by an iron bullet-proof 
screen, from behind which the enemy fired Avith impunity on the 
approaching Column, a heavy fire being also kept up from the gun 
aboA'e and that at the entrance of the defile. A portion of the 
Regiment AA’as above on the ramparts, and a portion beloAA', 
Greville AA'ith the latter. 

On pressed the men, di'h'ing back the enemy before them ; and 
the guns referred to were soon reached. GreA'ille noAv called out to 
the party above to “ Spike the guns ! ” There Avas a moment’s 
hesitation; Avhen Colom-Sergeant Jordan ran forward, followed 
by Corporal Keefe (No. 3), PriA'ates Bradley and L. Mm-phy- 
Jordan spiked the gun Avith Corporal Keefe’s ramrod, Avlrich he 
snapped off in the A'ent, passing the broken portion to Captain 
Greville, who, rushing foi'Avard, spiked the gun beloAA'. Coi'poral 
•September 14tli, Keefe, Privates Bradley and L. Murphy, Avere all 
1857. killed in assisting Colour-Sergeant Jordan to spike the 

gun, round Avhich “ the bullets fell like hail.” 

* Extract from a letter written by an Officer of tbe Regiment who witnessed 
the occurrence. 
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1857. It was no'U' seen that the houses on the city side of the defile- 
as well as the fiat roofs aboA^e, AA'crc occupied by ci’oaatIs of men.;, 
aaIio poured on our troops a murderous fire from the windoAA^s,. 
loopholes, and housetops ; Avhilst the gun behind the iron screen- 
on the ramparts SAA’e2it the passage Avith rajiid discharges oF 
shrapnell and gra^je. The defile AA-as at most only, about 12 feet 
AA'ide, jii'ojecting buttresses and tOAA^crs narroAA-ing it in some- 
plaees to 3 feet ; Avhilst at the end of the Pass , aa^s the “ Burn 
Bastion,” bristling AA’ith heaAy guns and filled Avith the enemy’s-- 
Gunners and Infantry. GreAulle deemed it advisable to b^eak 
into the houses, and thus attemjAt to take the enemy in rear and 
flank ; but it Avas ordered otherwise, Nicholson calling out to the- 
Fusiliers to “ Charge doAAm the lane ! The 7 5th Avill charge 
“ along the ramparts and carry the position above.” 

Our Officers and men noAv pushed forAvard toAvards the Burn' 
Bastion, Avhich Lieutenants Butler and Speke and about a dozen 
soldiers attempted to climb ; but finding it closed at the gorge,, 
and loopholed inAA'ards, they could not ascend more than a fcAA” 
feet. , Butler, being .coimnced of the fruitlessness of the attemiit,. 
ordered his men to , drop doAAm and protect themselves, intend- 
ing to folloAV ; but he found that he AA'as 2:)inned in betAvecn 
tAA'O bayonets, Avhich had been thrust at him through the looj)- 
holes, on either side. Whilst in this jjosition he receiA'ed a bloAA' 
on his head from a stone cast at him from above, felling him tO’ 
the ground ; but, recovering himself, he quickly fired his revolver- 
through the loopholes, and escaped from under the Bastion before- 
the enemy could recover himself. 

General Nicholson, noAv in front, shook his SAvord in defiance- 
.Septcmher 14 th, ot the multitude of the enemy around, aaIio, with shouts- 
1857. yells, .poured grape, bullets, and stones on the 

jiarty below. Nicholson, “our best and bravest,” Avas stinck 
doAvn mortally Avounded ; Speke, “ gentle eA’eryAA'hcre biitTin the ” 
“field,” also fell mortally Avoundcd ; and GreA’illc, in re-forming 
the Regiment, Avas shot through the right shouldeiv 



THE CABUL GATE OCCUPIED. 


481 


Captain Caulfield (doing duty). Lieutenants Weinyss, Butlei', 1857., 
and Woodcock, all fell at this time ; as well as a large proportion 
of the rank and file. Captain Stafford (doing duty) now assumed 
command. The attempt to force the pass Avas evidently hopeless ; 
the men were utterly exhausted, having been tAvelve hours under 
arms, engaged in a desperate conflict, parched Avith thu’st and 
faint from want of food. Captain W. Brooks, of H.M. 75th Regi- 
ment, having, by seniority, assumed command of the Column, 
ordered the troops to retire on the Cabul gate. Brooks says, 
in his dispatch, “ Finding that each effort only caused ” 
“further loss, AAuthout success, I formally dreAv off my men” 

“and retired to the Cabul gate,” and in his dispatch of the 
7th Februaiy, 1858, he says, “The 1st European Bengal Fusi-” 

“ liers, which had been led to the escalade of the left face of the ” 

“ Cashmere Bastion by the late Brigadier-General Nicholson, ” 

“ after effecting an entrance into the tOAAUi, stonned the Church ” 

“ and adjacent buildings, and charged the enemy as they ” 
“retreated from the Water Bastion; Ave then moved on in” 

“ pursuit of the enemy. Major Jacob being Avounded immediately ” 

“ on our quitting the Cabul gate. The command of that Regi- ” 

“ ment then dcAmLed upon Captain GreviUe, a gallant Officer, ” 

“ aaFo has served with it on many a hardly-contested field, and on ” 

“ this occasion AA'as at its head AA'hen the Regiment captured tAA'o ” 

“ o-uns. I am most desirous the syood and gallant services ren- ” 

“ dered by Captain GreAdUe shoidd be duly acknowledged.” * 
Considering the fearful loss sustained, and the hopelessness of 
the attempt to force the passage, Avhich Avas closed at the further 
end, Captain Brooke’s order for the retirement of the Bengal 
European Fusiliers to the Cabid Gate, before there aaas further 
September 14th, sacrifice of life, was, under the circimistances, not only 
1857. justifiable, but AA’as Avell-judged and right. The passage 
of this lane shordd ncA'er have been attenijAted. “ And if the ” 

“ operation of turning out the Scpahis had been left to the ” 

* Delhie dispatches. 

2 I . 
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3857. “ 1st Fusiliers and the 75th, we shoiild have cleared the ram- ’ 
“ pai’ts and lane without loss ; instead of rushing at them, wc ” 
“ should have entered the houses and got jn the enemy’s real’.”* 
During the fighting on the 14th September Sergeant J. il’Guire 
and Drummer M. llyan, of the 1st Bengal European Fusiliers, 
gained Victoria Crosses for conspicuous gallantry ; having, 
“ at the assault on Delhie, when the Brigade had reached the ” 
“ Cabul Gate, the 1st Fusiliers and 75th Kcgimcnt and some ” 
“ Seiks were waiting for orders, and some of the Eegiments ” 
“ were getting ammunition served out (three boxes of which ” 
“ exploded from some cause not clearly knorni, and t^vo others 
“ were in a state of ignition) when Sergeant !M’Guire and ’* 
“ Drummer Byan rushed into the burning mass, and seizing the ’’ 
“ boxes, thrcAv them one after the other over the pai-apet into ” 
“ the water. The confusion consequent upon the explosion was ’’ 
“ very great, and the crowd of soldiers and Native followers who ” 
“ did not know where the danger lay were rushing into certain ’’ 
destruction, when Sergeant M’Guire and Dnunmer Kyan, by ” 
“ their coolness and personal daring, saved the lives of many at ” 
“ the risk of their o-sYn.” t 

The second Column, under Brigadier Jones, with which was the 
September 14th, 2nd Bengal Fusilici’s, under Captain Boyd, were told 
1857. escalade the left breach in the Cashmere curtain 

close to the Water Bastion, and the supjjorting party, taking 
ground .to the right, gained the ramparts without any gi’cat 
opposition; but the ladder-men, principally of the 8th Foot, 
having to make a slight detour in the open, were exposed to a 
galling fire from above, which wounded both the Engineer Officers 
directing the movements, and struck to the ground twenty-nine 
of the thirty-nine ladder-party. Notwithstanding this loss the 
ladders were successfully placed, and the Water-Gate Bastion 
carried. On reaching the summit, the Column tore along the 

* Extract from a letter from one of the Officers in command, 
t “ The Victoria Cross, an Official Chronicle.” 
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i-:^mpart to their right, some joining Money’s j)arty iil the M<//'ee lUfjT 
Bastion, -whilst otliers fouglit their way iui fur as ihe Cal>nl Oa(/i, 

-on the top of which the Column flag ^vas planted.’’ Xiehojson, 
who had diverged from the intended line of .'jylvanee, ” 
suppress a brisk fire of musketr;.' from sona; houses 7<ea?' ” 
at hancL"t DO'"' coming up, joined Jones’ Colon.-n. Jone.-.’ 
orders were to remain at the Cabal Gate until inteJiige/K/; of ihe 
fall of the Jninma Mu-fid should reaeli him; he, chere-fore, h-'-d 
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OPERATIONS OF THE FOURTH COLUMN. 


1857. Wriford, -were the following Officers : Lieutenants E. A. C, 
Lambert, A. G. Owen and Charles Warner; and Captain 
McBarnet (55th N.I.) doing duty. 

The 4th, or Major Eeid’s Column, was principally formed fronv 
the pickets occupying the “Crow’s Nest,” “Subzee Mundi,” “The- 
Mound,” and “Fakir’s Tomb” outposts. This was a faulty 
formation, as detached bodies of men are never so effective as an. 
entire Kegiment, and in this case specially so ; as Keid’s Column 
was called upon, to attack a very formidable position, which the- 
enemy had been vigorously strengthening for weeks past, and tO’ 
reduce which a very much stronger force, with an efficient- 
Artillery, was absolutely necessaiy. 

The Cashmere Contingent (Golab Sing’s), which was attached 
to the 4th Column, was separated into two Divisions : that under- 
Major La-\vrence, 800 strong, Avas employed as a Keserve to the 
4th Column ; that under Captain Dwyer, 400 strong, acted against 
the village of Eed Gah on the right, Avhere it AA'as early in the morning 
completely defeated, 4 of its guns being captured by the enemy.. 

Unfortunately some delay took place in the adA’-ance of the- 
' 4th Column, on account of the non-amA'al of the Horse Artillery^. 
Avho had mistaken their orders. 

Reid Avas unAA-illing to advance Avithout his guns ; but heavj' 
firing to his right — in the direction of the detachment of the 
Cashmere Column — convinced him that they had akeady engaged 
the enemy, and might Avant help ; he therefore ordered a general 
advance, Avithout Avaiting for his Artilleiy. 

-The 60th Rifles — second to none in the Army — and the 
Ghoorkahs were sent on in front to clear the ground for our 
advance; but there was no room to deploy, so they adA'anced 
along the road, where they soon found themselves opposed by a 
breastAA'ork close to a narroAv bridge, covered by a second breast- 
work some distance in front and traversing the road. 

As our troops adA’anced, those leading, AA’ere shot doAA'n in sucli 
numbers that the road became cumbered by the heaps of our- 
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•ilind :>n(l wounded. l{oi(l now pive the order, “Fuf-iliciv to the” 1857. 
'■ front,’' and with n wild ntsh they charged across the Itridge, 
»ina%i(id:d*ly treading under-foot the wounded men who lay on 
the road. Keid led this charge, lint, soon fell hadl}' wounded, 
and carried to the rear; when CajUain Muter, of the <!0th 
Kifles. the .‘'cniju- Oflicer in front. assumed command. Captain 
\\ ritord. and many of the Oflicers in advance, were engiigcd in 
^ingle eoinhat with the Mutineers, who pelted our troops from 
hehind their breast works, with hriekhats and other jnissiles; whilst 
our nmks were being nipidly thinned by the musketry fire poured 
upon us by the thousands of the enemy hehind their barricades. 

Here Mcllarnett was shot dejid.and Lieutenant Owen was severely 
■s. juoabor Util, wounded in the head, hut was saved from falling under 
If'to. j],(, tulwars of the enemy by ]aeufcnant E. A. C. 
Lambert's protection, until the arrival of Corporal Kingon, who 
carried the wounded Oflieor to the rear. Here also fell Sergeant 
Dunlearv. of the 1st Bengal 3'usiliers: whose distinguished bnivcrv 
was favounddy mentioned in the dispatches of the Commander 
■of the Column. 

Having carried the bridge and the barricade, the 1st Fusiliers 
pushed tlieir way llirough a gitrdcjj and a mosque; but the fire 
was still very heavy, and no cover was found under which the 
broken det-achments could be formed up. To tidvancc without 
Artillery was certain death to all: for the road leading to the 
Lahore (.late was defended by many thousands of Cavalry and 
Infantry. It was impossililc to do otherwise than retire on our 
])ickets: and although this course was, under the circumstances, 
judicious, the object for which the 4th Column had adv.anccd had 
not been attained. Thus terminated this disastrous affair ; in 
which the comjiositc Column lost one-half its numbers. Tiie 
impracticability of the undertaking with so small a force and 
without Artillery is admitted by all ; and it would have been far 

Major Lawrcnco, serving ivith the Cashmere Contingent, w.as the next 
Sienior Ofiicer with the Column, and took command latei^w-v 
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THE POSITIONS. OP THE BESIEGHNG AKMV, 


1857. better had the 4th Column been employed in making feint attack?: 
and attracting the attention of the enemy, whilst the escalader? 
Avere employed against the breaches and walls of the City. 

The retreat of the 4th Column Avas conducted Avith great 
September 14tb, difficulty, and Avith many risks. Lieutenant Ei^ans, of 
1857. Bengal Artillery, Avho commanded some of our guns- 

at the “ Cron'’s Nest ” 2 iickct, seeing the dangerous position in 
Avhich the retreating Column AA^as placed, judiciously brought his- 
guns to bear on the enemy, Aidio Avere pressing on us ; and thus,. 
' covering our retreat, prevented Aidiat otherwise might haA'e been 
a terrible disaster.* 

. The jjositions of the besieging Army on the 14th September 
Avas as folloAvs : The 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Columns had succeeded In 
gaining a footing inside the City ; but they Avere Avith difficulty 


A monument, the epitaphjon Avliich Avas Avritten, at Captain Wriford's. 
request, by Dr. O’Callaghan, Surgeon-in-Chief of the besieging Artilleiy,. 
Delhie (now Surgeon- General, retired), was erected at Kissengunge by the- 
1st Bengal Fusiliers : — 


" Here repose the following Officers, Non-commissioned Officers, and- 
Men of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers, killed in the attack on the enemy's 

FORTIFIED position OF KiBSENGUNGE, ON THE MORNING OF THE SUCCESSFUL. 
assault AND storm OF Delhie. 


Captain G. G. McBarnett 55th N. I. (attached). 


Sergeant Alfred Webb. 

„ Michael Hutchinson. 
., Samuel Rivet. 

,. Austin Dunleary. 

Corporal Charles Pogson. 

„ Thomas Rodgers. 

„ William Fisher. 

Private John Tenpenny. 

,. James Stapleton. 

.. Denis Mooney. 


Private George W. Cook. 

„ John Dehenny. 

„ John Lavery. 

.. Charles French. 

., Walter Hastings. 

.. William Stephenson. 

.. John Wood. 

., John McGovern. 

.. Elijah Taylor. 


Familiar with the aspect of DEATH, whom they had confronted in sc> 
MANY battles from WHICH THEY ALWAYS EMERGED VICTORIOUS, THEY MET HIS- 
LAST INEVITABLE CALL HEREWITH INTREPIDITY, FALLING ON THE 14TH SEPTEMBER. 
1857, IN THE FAITHFUL DISCHARGE OF THEIR DUTY. 

This monument was erectedjIbyItheir Officers and fellow-soldiers of 
THE 1st Regiment European Bengal Fusiliers in their remembrance, which. 
IS PART OF ITS glory. 

The rest remains withTthe Lord." 



iNf-inr, Tur, citv or Dr.t.inr.. 
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hohliu”; tlioif own. tlio woie niphlly constructing 18 

h;nTic:ulcs ami looplioling the hou.-es. The Ith Uohnnn, terribly 
reilncetl in numhers, tx-rnpied our outposts in rear of Hindu lino’s 
hom-e. 

(icncr.jl Archdnle Wilson, in C'hi»‘f Connnnml, disappointed and 
shaken at what he deemed to have been a failure, wished to 
withdriiw frotn the nltaek; hut, before issuing orders, consulted 
with Colomd Haird Smith, his Chief-Engineer, and Kcvillo 
(.'hamherlain his Adjutant-Oenend. 

Hainl .Smith's tvply to his Chiefs question “whether he” 
tlmught we eoidd a<lvance,’’ was eharaeteristie. of the man. “We ” 
luuft do so." N<‘ville Chatuherlain’s opinion was not less firm. 
“To hold at any cost the positions t;d«'n, to fortify them, and to ’’ 
make them the base of a fn'sh attack at tlic earliest moment.” ' 

Tin* l.otli of September was eotnparatively a day of rest, and 
towards evening the 1st llengal Fusiliers were moved into some 
cpteailHr, lotli, the Iiouses, which had I»een placed in a semi- 
is.*!/. defenslhh-' condition by otir Engineers, detachments 
of the llegiment being jdaeed on the ramparts between tlie 
^‘^^orco" Ilastion and tlic Cahul Gate; the former being now 
held by a party of our men under Lieutenant Money. 

About this time a serious casualty occurred, which must here be 
noticed. Six Sergeants and six Orderlies of the 1st European 
llengid Fusiliers were in a small brick room, where the daily 
nitiotis were being served out to the men. There was only one 
small window, facing towards the enemy, who were at this time 
firing on the building. .Suddenly a shell was seen to lodge on 
the windoM-sill, and, falling into tlie room, it immediately ex- 
ploded, nine out of the twelve men being killed; Colour and 
Canteen-Sergeant London, one of the best Non-Commissioned 
Officers in the Kegiment, amongst them. 

On the 1 ()th a forward movement was made ; when Colonel Burn, 
who had been appointed to the command of the Ist European 
*' iMnllcsoa’s “Ilistorj' of (hn Tiirtiiiu Sfutiny.” Vol. IT., p. 57. 
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the exejiy desert the city. 


1857; Bengal Fusiliers, Avitli whom Avcrc Lieutenants Oau’nes and Vibart 
(doing duty), occupied a large house about a quarter of a mile in 
advance. The Headquarters of the Regiment came up next day, 
leaving only a small party under Lieutenant Money at the Moree 
Bastion. 

During the 18th and 19th there was constant fighting and 
skirmishing, when some decided advantages were gained. Lieu- 
tenant Wallace with 20 men occupied a house further in advance, 
in the direction of the Burn Bastion, and Lieutenant Vibart with 
a like number of men succeeded in possessing himself of an 
important position ; and these advantages having been gained by 
sapping, our loss was small. On the 19th September the Burn 
Bastion was captured, and on the 20th the Headquarters of the Ist 
Bengal Fusiliers advanced to the Lahore gate, wliich the enemy 
had now deserted. 

In the meantime Colonel Brind, with the 8th Foot and 1st 

September 20th 22nd, Bengal F usiliers, had occupied the Jumma Musjid, 

and the enemy was rapidly evacuating the city, 
which Avas finally captured on the 20th. On the 23rd the Left Wing 
of the Regiment, noAV only about 80 strong, under Lieutenant 
E. A. C. Lambert, marched through the Lahore gate, and joined 
the Headquai’ters, Avhich occupied a large house near the Delhic 
September 23rd, gate. On this day Lieutenant Cairnes,Avho had taken a 
1857. foremost part in the siege, and who, by his courage and 
example, had done admirable service, Avas seized Avith Cholera, to 
AAdiich he succumbed in a feAV hours. His death Avas a sad bloAv ; 
he was popular AAuth the Officers and a favourite amongst the men. 

But an incident full of --interest savoui-ino- of romance — an 

o 

incident AAdiich materially affected the future — Avas at this time 
occurring ; the prime moA^er and instigator being an Officer of the 
1st Bengal Fusiliers. 

Lieutenant W. S. Hodson — called by his brother Officers “ the ” 
“ Indefatigable” — in addition to his duties as Head of the Intelli- 
gence Department, commanded a CaA^alry Regiment, commonly 
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knoAvn as “ Hodson’s Horse ; ” tlie troojjcrs, Seiks — ■\vikl-looking, 18 
determined men, clothed in dark-hlne ■with enormous scarlet 
turbans and sashes — ^^'enerated Hodson ; ^Yho ■was a Commander 
after their own hearts, and Avhosc word to them was supreme. 

Information reached Hodson that the Emperor, with his two sons 
•yeptember 20tli, fG^d gi-andson, had taken refuge in the ^Mausoleum of 
1867. Hoomayon, which, with its surrounding buildings, forms 
an important suhux'b of Dclhic. This tomb, built of richly-carved 
pm-e white marble, covers a vast extent of ground, and is ex- 
quisitely and wonderfully truthful in its proportions; its dome 
and minarets, of the same material, towering above in graceful 
beauty. 

Hodson, without delay, obtained the permission of the General 
in Command to seize the King; the sole condition attached to 
this permission being that His Majesty was to receive no personal 
injury or insult. 

Delighted with the almost plenary powers conferred upon him, 
Hodson, having selected a few of his troopers, galloped off in the 
direction of Hooinayon’s tomb. The place was crowded with 
5oldiex-s, followers of the fallen King; so Hodson, xxnxvilling to 
■sxxddenly alai’m the crowd, concealed his men amongst sonxe 
bxxildings close at haixd, and sent a message to the King informing 
him that he ixxxxst sxu’render, for oxxr ti’oops were xvaiting to receive 
him. TeiTified at the aspect of affaii's, the King sxxbmittcd, on the 
«ole condition that “Hodson Bahadour” xvoxxld spare his life. 
Hodson, supported by a few of his ti-oopers, soon appeared before 
the entrance of the tomb. The Royal Guards on dxity at the gate 
appi'oached ; Hodson, too, advanced, and drawing his cigar- 
box fi-om his pocket, ordei'ed the King’s sentry to fetch a light. 
Half-stxxpefied and over.awcd, the man obeyed ; the escort 
watching xvith pride the sang-froid of their leader. Now the 
Emperor Bahadoxxr Shah, the last representative “ of a dynasty ” 

the most magnificent the world had ever seen,”* came slowly 

* Kaye, Vol. HI. 
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1857. tOAvardB the gate, borne in bi.s palanquin. Ilodson, approaching, 
saluted his Royal prisoner, and again assuring him that hi.s life 
was secured, the King moved on, guarded hy Ilodson’s men, who, 
entering tlie Imperial City hy the Lahore Gate, passed along the 
Chandnee Chouk to the Ivotwallce, where the King was handed 
over to the Principal Civil Officer for safe custody. 

No. promises of safety had been made to the Royal Princes,* 
Avho still remained concealed in Hoomayon’s tomb, and who, the 
next morning, Septemher 21st, were ordered to he unearthed.. 
Hodson, this time, with his second in command. Lieutenant 
MacDowell, aTul 100 picked troopers, again proceeded to the 
tomb. The Princes begged the promise of their lives, hut 
Hodson replied that he “had come to seize the Shahzadahs, and" 
“ he intended to do so, dead or alive.” The prisoners, Avho now 
siuTendercd at discretion, were placed in a cart, and the cortege- 
moved on towards the city. There Avcrc still some GOOD servants- 
and followers of the Royal Household in the enclosure of this- 
marble tomb, hut none had had the courage to draw sword to- 
rescue their King from imprisonment, or his sons from death. 
The crowd pushed rudely fonvard, when Hodson, with IMacdoweU 
hy his side, and four troopers only at his hack, ordered them to- 
lay down their arms. Instinctively they submitted ; there seeming 
to he a magic in Hodson’s commanding figui’c and address. At 
his bidding the crowd all laid domi their aims ; they knew there 
September 21st, been treachery in their camp, and that their only 
1857. hope of safety lay in submission to the man whose look 
was proof that he meant to he obeyed. 

The collection of the ceded aims was left to Hodson’s troopers,, 
he riding after the Princes, who had by this time neared the jail, 
where the surging crowd, including many escaped convicts, was 
pressing on the carts and escort. Dashing fonvard and haranguing 
his troopers, in a voice which he intended to he heard by all, 
Hodson exclaimed that the prisoners “ were the butchers who 
*■ Mirza Kliaza, Saltan Mirza, and Mirza Abu Bhr. 
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“ h:i(l innrdorcd our wives and cliildvon,” and that they should 185 
sufl'er for their crime. He then ordered the procession to stand 
still, the Princes to dismount and strip; when, seizing a carbine 
from the hand of one of his troopers, he shot his Koynl prisoners 
dead with his own hand. 

Tins act, of Hudson’s has been severely chalicnged. He was a 
man who had risen early into j)ower; and there were those who 
were jealous of his i-:ipid rise; further, we should not, in times of 
jicacc, judge of those who swim in blood ; and, lastly, Hodson 
asserts it to have been his belief that, had he not deprived the 
Princes of their lives, the rcl)olHons crowd which surged around 
woidd have rescued them, and the ^Mutineers would thus still havo 
their leaders to urge them on to further deeds of bloodshed and 
resistance. Pightlv or wroimlv, Hodson hclicved these Princes to- 
have been the instigators of the sickening murders of those helpless 
wives and daughters who were within the walls of Delhic at the- 
time of the outbreak; the revolting incidents of these massacres 
causing all bnive men’s blood to boil with horror and disgust. 
Hodson deemed it right that the bodies of the perpetrators 
of such foul crimes shmdd fester on the road in front of 
the Kotwallcc, where, a few month.s previous, they had gloated 
over scenes too sickening to contemplate, and too revolting to- 
detail. 

In so prominently referring to the incidents connected with the 
death of these Princes, it is just that we should, in conclusion,, 
quote Hodson’s own words : “ I cannot help,” he says, “ being ” 

“ pleased at the warm congratulations I receive on all sides for”^ 

“ my success in destroying the enemies of our race. I am too 
“ conscious of the rectitude of my own motives to care ^Yhat the ” 

“ few may say, while my own conscience and the voice of the ” 

“ many pronounce me right.” 

The folloAving is an extract from a letter dated September 18thy 
1857, from an Officer of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers before Delhic,. 
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1857. to his wounded comrade Avitli the Depot at Dugshai, giving an 
interesting account of our disabled Officers: — 

“ In om’ Regiment, McBarnett, attached (55th Native In- ” 
“fantiy), killed. Our poor Major (Jacob), thigh broken, leg” 
“ amputated, and died about 10 o’clock at night on the 14th, ” 
“ and was buried yesterday evening. All who Avere in camp ” 
“ foUoAved. It is a great loss to our Regiment, and is much felt ” 
■“ by both Officers and men ; a better soldier never stepped. ” 
•“ Poor Greville is hit again — ^the third time — through the ” 
•“ shoulder ; a bad wound, but the doctor thinks he will do AA^ell. ” 
•“ He is much cut up at Jacob’s death. Then Wemyss is hit in ” 
the calf of the leg ; but it is only a llesh-Avound. Speke is ” 
Avounded in the body — ^ball not found ; a bad Avound, but the ” 
•“ doctor is in hopes of his doing Avell (since dead). Owen ” 
Avounded across the Avhole of the right side of the head, the ” 
■“ skull laid bare ; and hit just over the left eye by another ” 
•“ bullet. Lambert is slightly AA'ounded in the leg by splinters. ” 
Poor Sergeant London Avas killed yesterday by a shell burst- ” 
•“ ing in the midst of sixteen men, and it killed and Avounded ” 
■“ fomleen of the party. I believe there is only six file of your ” 
•“ Company left. No. 10 Company had 6 killed and 1 5 Avounded ” 
•“ at Kissengunge. I really do not think Ave shall be more than ” 
“ 100 or 150 strong after aa-^c come out of Delhie. Our felloAVS ” 
•“ saAV lots of Avoraen and children in the streets Avhen they Avent ” 
■“ in, and I am happy to say not one of our men fired a shot at ” 
“ them. A great many of them r.in uja to us.” 

Immediately after the fall of Delhie, the sick and Avounded of 
the 1st Bengal European Regiment Avere sent to the Regimental 
Depot at Dugshai. 

Colour-Sergeant Hardy, No. 4 Company, was promoted to the 
rank of Ensign, for distinguished gaUaritiy in the field. 

But before closing the naiTativ'c of the Siege of Delhie, a Avell- 
Jeserved tribute must be paid to the memory of the dead. . 
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The following is from the pen of an Officer of the Eegiment : — 185 
“ Captain Speke" was devotedly fond of his profession, more ” 

“ ])urticnlarly that which calls forth the active energies ; and ” 

“ for a fight there was no better man than Speke, and his hardy, ” 
wiry frame fitted him for the hardships of such a campaign. ” 

“ He entirely gained the heai-ts of the men of his Company, hy 
“ carrying in one of the wounded men. Private Brock, who had 
his leg shattered hy a round-shot ; and the poor fellow, I am 
“ told, said to the Doctor, after he had been under the knife, 

“ ‘ Oh, doctor, if I die, tell Captain Speke how much I felt his ’ 

“ ‘ kindness.’ Yes, these arc indeed the acts which hind men ” 

“ and Officers as one, and make them invincible in fight. In 
“ all our fights Speke had his share, escaping unhurt till the 
" last. Stningc to say, he had almost no pain, and maintained 
“ his mental powers, though his wound was vciy severe. ”■ 

“ Firmly, yet humbly, did he depart this life, deeply lamented ”■ 

“ hy all who knew him.” 

Then last, hut hy no means least, was Major G. 0. Jacob, who 
died commanding his Regiment almost in the hour of victory ; 
and whose kindly, generous, considenitc nature was shown in death 
as in life. He and Grcville occupied the same tent, in which they 
both lay wounded ; hut Jacob’s fear lest his involuntary groans 
.should disturb his wounded comrade and friend, seemed to occupy 
all his thoughts. I loiow you arc badly wounded and in ” 

“ pain,” said he, “ hut pr.ay pardon my groaning. I try not to ” 

“ disturb you, hut I cannot help it.” Greville, utterly exhausted 
from fatigue and loss of blood, slept for half-an-hour ; when, 
waking suddenly, he saw the sheet drami over the face of his 
dead comrade, whose last words had been in perfect harmony 
with the whole tenor of his life, sho^vn in his never-failing 
courtesy and consideration for others. George Ogle Jacob was 

Captain Edward Speke, C5th Regiment N.I., doing duty with the 1st 
European Bengal Fusiliers. 
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SUEGEON-MAJOR J. P. BEOUGHAM. 


1857. brave and chivalrous in battle, respected by all, and most loved 
by those who knew him best. 

But, having paid a well-deserved tribute to the memory of 
those who, dying, added lustre to the annals of the Eegiment, it is 
right that prominent reference should be made to the services of 
Dr. J. P. Brougham — the Surgeon-Major of the 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers — ^\vhose tender care and unremitting attentions coh- 
duced so much to alleviate the sufferings of the wounded. 
Di*. Brougham won the esteem, thanlcs, and goodwill of his 
Commanders, brother Officers, and the rank and file of his Eegi- 
raent, so many of whom had been under Ids care in the field hospital 
before Delhie.* 

* See Appendix G. 
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Stnfc of tlic Country nftor tfie Capture of Dclhic — Isfc Bengal Fusiliers 
form part of Colonel Cerrard’s Flying Brigade — Battle of Xarnoul — Colonel 
<lerrard’s Heatli — ^The Begiment returns to Delliic — Sir Thomas Seaton 
Ap]H>inted to Command the Flying Brigade — Advance towards I.ucknow — 
Battle of Cungehri — Action at I’uttialeo — Capture of !Mj-npooric — Lieu- 
tenant Ilodson oju'ns Coinintinication with the Commnnder-in-Chiefs Camj) 
— ^■]'ho 1st Bengjil Fusiliers join the Cominnnder-in-Chief's Army — Affairs 
at Lucknow whilst the Siege of Dolhie was progressing — Affairs at Cawnpore 
under Windham — Anaval of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers at Cawnpore — Advance 
on Lucknow — Attack on the Biitish Camp at Lucknow — Sir Colin Campbell 
in Command at Lucknow — Prejmrations for the Siege of the City — The 
1st Bengal I'usilicm attached to GettCKtl Ontram’s Brigade — Outram’s Brigade 
Fnfilado the Enemy’s Batteries — Capture of the “Yellow House’’ — 
Lieutenant ’I'homas Butler, Ist Bengal Fusiliers, Captures the Enemy’s 
Line of Batteries — Sir Colin Campbell Storms the City of Lucknow — 
llodson's Death — Outram’s Brigiulc cross the Gumti — Capture of the 
Bcsidoncy — Ist Bengal Fusiliers with Sir Hope Grant’s Force — Action at 
Barec — Enemy Beptdscd from an Island on the Biver Gogra — Action at 
•Sahadit Gunge — Beturu to Dugshai. 



ILTIIOUGII the neck of tlie Mutiny luul been 
broken l)y tlic enpture of Delbie, there Avas still 
rough Avork in store for onr troops. Tens of 
thonsantls of flic rebel Sepahis, many of AA-hom had 
escaped from Delbie, noAv spread over the country ; 
•establishing a complete reign of terror throughout the Land. A 
vast empire had to be reduced to submission, murderers and 
mutineers to be punished, and the anthority of the British, not. 
•only vindicated, but restored. 

As has been previously pointed out, the ryots — the cultivators 
•of the soil — mechanics, artizans, ti-adesmen, in short, all Avho had 
.51 stake in the prosperity of the country, all avIio Aadued life and 


496 COLONEL geiurard’s elying column. 

1857. pi’otection of propei’ty^ liacl not been inimical to our rule ; and 
now these men unceasingly implored that our troops might he 
sent into their districts to convert the existing chaos into it& 
previous order, and drive out the hordes of the mutinous Sepaliis,. 
who were perpetrating the vilest crimes unchecked, and inflicting- 
the most odious tortures on the villagers, with the object of 
extracting money and forcing supplies. 

Immediately after the capture of Delliie Colonel Grerrard, who- 
had first joined the Bengal European Regiment in 1825, wa& 
appointed to its command; and, as he was an Oificer both 
respected and beloved, his I’etum was a matter of much con- 
gratulation and joy. 

On the 9th November the Regiment was ordered to encamp 
outside the Cashmere Gate of the city, and to be in readiness to- 
march the next morning in a westerly direction against several 
strongholds occupied by the Mutineers. Tlie 2nd Bengal Fusiliei’s 
had ah’eady marched, forming part of a force under Brigadier 
Showers, who had proceeded towards the Maywatta District, to- 
the south and west of Delhie ; where they had been doing good 
service in reducing some F orts, and relieving many villages which 
were oppressed by the rebels ; and re-establishing order in our 
provinces. 

On the morning of the 10th of November the 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers left Delhie, our Colonel, Gerrard, having been appointed 
to command the force, consisting of about 2500 men; the 1st 
Fusiliers; two scpiadrons of the Carabineers; a troop of Bengal 
Horse Artilleiy; an Eurasian Battery, commanded by Colonel 
Van Cortlandt ; the Seik Guides’ Corps, Cavalry, and Infantry f 
the Mooltanie Horse ; and some Seik Infantry Regiments, forming 
the Brigade. 

The only important action fouglit by this Brigade was on the 
16th November, near the tomi of Narnoul. We left our camp at 
one a.m. in light marching order, all sickly men and heavy 
baggage having been placed in the Foi't at Kanoudj — a somewhat 
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formidable sfvoiighold, ])rotectcd by three lines of onter defences. 1857. 
The eajiture of lliis I'^ort might hiivc given ns .some trouble, h:id 
it not surrendered to Showers’ llrigndc previous to our arrival. 

Tlie adv.'ince of Gernird’s force wa.s conducted with much 
dinicidty in accouitt of the sandy nature of the soil, some ten 
hours being oeeupied in covering twelve miles of road. The sun 
Avas very ojipressive, and the .sand and dust, being bloAvn about by 
a strong wind, trying. The enemy in considerable force were 
known to be near at hand; indeed, on the previous day — 
Kovember loth — they had held a position of great strength close 
by, and why they had elected to accept battle on the open plain 
whilst they had good cover was a marvel to all. The village of 
“ Nurijoii} ” " mi.< soon raichcO, u'hcn heavj' clouds of (hist 
Xovcinbcr IGth, indicated the i)o.sition of the enemy, noAV seen approach- 
18;)#. ;„g ,mi. front. The British troops prepared for 

action; the centre of the first line being occupied by the .1st 
Eurojican Bengal Fusilier.s, immediately in front of Avhich was our 
Brigadier, too conspicuous amongst the Stall' by his red coat and 
orders. The fight, as usual, commenced with an Artillery duel, 
succeeded by the rapid advance of our Cavalry, the Carabineers 
and- Guide.« making a gallant charge; but the enemy, nothing 
daunted, had also advanced and many hand-to-hand conflicts 
ensued. A most determined onset Avas made by the Carabineers on 
the cneraj^’s Field Artillery; when the gunners, keeping boldly 
to their posts, Averc sabred .to a man, and the Carabineers con- 
tinuing their oiiAvard movement encountered the enemy’s Cavalry, 
hastening to the assistance of their gunners. 

No sooner had our C.avalry ridden through the enemy’s 
November 16th, Batteries than their Infantry Avere seen advancing from ■ 
the left flank ; Avhen, re-taking their guns, AAdiich had 
not been spiked, they sent a fcAA' rounds of grape amongst our 
Infantry, Avounding Lieutenant Wallace and 3 of our men, and 
killing a private soldier named Griffin. The Bengal Fusiliers 
, * The Fort of “ Narnoiil ” was reduced during the Maratlia "War, in 1803. 

2 TC 
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1857. quicW)^ charged llic liattory, rc-lnkitig th(! gtinn, wliicli they 
8))ikod. ^Jl'lic ■\vholo British force now ndvaiiccd ; and the fight, 
which had hitlicrto heen princijially sustained hy thf! Cavalry, be- 
came gonend. Our Horse Artillery, jm.-hing to the front, poured 
round-shot, gnijic, and shnipnell amongst the enemy, forcing him 
to seek shelter hehind the walls of the gardens and broken 
ground to our loft, under cover of which he was attempting to 
retreat, towards his camji. As our force .advaneed, it was seen 
that the unevenness of the ground was caused hy a stream which 
cut through the gardens, the hanks being covered with brushwood 
and trees. 

Colonel Gcrnird, in front, was a conspicuous ohjeet, seated on 
his white charger. Ilis Brigadc-^fajor, Lieutenant G.N. Money, 
of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers, whose horse had just been shot under 
him, was hy Gerrard’s side. At this moment two shots were fired 
from amongst the brushwood in the nullah, one j)assing close to- 
]\Ioncy’s head, who, thinking the man who had fired belonged to 
one of the Seik Begiments clo.se by, called out, “Ijook out wherc” 
“ you’re firing! you nearly hit n.s.” Almost immediately aftenvards 
two more shots were fired from the same ]daec, and Colonel 
Gcrrai-d, turning round, said, “I’ve got it; I’m afraid I’m done” 
“ for.” Both his arms were hanging helpless by his side. ^Monoy 
quickly approaching helped him oft' his horse to a bank close by ; 
and as he sat down he looked at his side, and said, “ It’s gone ” 
“ clean through me. I’m afraid I’m done for.” !Money, mounting 
Colonel Gerrard’s horse, n-ent to fetch Dr-. Brougham, who, as 
soon as he had examined the Colonel’s wounds, said, “I’m afr-aid,” 
“ Colonel, tlicre is no hope.” “ My poor wife, my poor children,” 
was all he answered, and two hoiu-s afterwar-ds he died, Avhilst the 
battle was still raging in front. 

' In the meantime the Kegiment, pushing foi-ward, crossed the- 
nullah, and arrived before a small mud Fort held by some of the 
enemy, who were defending it with one brass gun. The Fusiliers 
charged forward, captured the gun at the point of the bayonet,. 
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:m(l driving the enemy hcforc them, on to the plain beyond, 1857. 
followed them to their eam]>, where another gnn was captured. 

But. tl irough some oversight, neither of these guns was spiked; 
and, as the Begiment pushed further to the front, the enemy 
I'Olunied, and, re-occupying their jjosition, opened .a sharp gi-apc 
fire on our left flank. Lieutenant 'Warner, who was sent back 
with two Companies, re-took the guns, which were this time 
spiked. 

On the fall of Colonel Gernird, Ca])tain Caulfield (.3rd N.ative 
Infantry, df)ing d\ity with the 1st Fusiliers), being the next senior 
Officer, had assumed command of the Brigade; and Lieutenant 
Macfarlane — an Officer of only six years’ service — commanded 
the Bcgimcnl. 

It was now seen that a large body of the enemy had taken 
refuge in a Send, situated on the outskirts of the town ; a square 
building occnjiying a large space of ground, with high raasomy 
walls, built for the accommodation of travellers, as a protection 
agjiinst robbers, nilhcr than soldiers. But it possessed some 
strength, having been jiartially fortified, and a gun placed in 
position to protect the entnmee gate. 

The Regiment soon forced its way inside, bnt the inmates vdth 
November ictli, few exceptions escaped ; one, lagging behind, was shot by 
18;)7. Lieutenant Frank Brown with his revolver, whilst three 

others took refuge in a small turret on the top of the wall. 

Orders were given to the Sei-gcant-!Major to send up some of 
our men to despatch the Sdpahis in the tun'et; when Private 
IMcGovcrn, who was standing near, said, “ I’ll go. Sir, by myself 
and, suiting the action to the word, ascended a little staircase at 
the main gate. The Officer then told the Sergeant-Major to send 
at least half-a-dozen men, but he replied, “ Oh, never mind, sir ;” 

“ he’ll be no loss.” McGovern, it seems, bear'd this remark, and de- 
termined to do the work by himself ; so he mounted the narrow 
staircase, and reached the top of the wall, where the three Sepahis 
were waiting for him. " These fired at once, but McGovei'n, 
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1857. jumping down a couple of tlie steps, escaped unliurt, and, before 
the enemy could reload, be, mounting tlie steps, shot the man 
in front, and rushing on the other two bayoneted them without 
giving them time to recover. Private McGovern, who had 
already won the Victoria Cross for distinguished bravery on 
, June 23rd, 1857, was a well-known character in the Regiment, his 
reckless, dare-devil acts being the tallc of the Army ; and had he 
been as abstemious as he was brave, he would have been of 
sterling worth. 

The Serai was the last position vacated by the enemy, now 
■ November 16th from the field, iirotected by their Oavahy ; who 

1857. throughout the day had behaved with great bravery, 
repeatedly engaging the British Cavalry in single combat. 

The enemy’s camp, equipage, cattle, and eight guns fell into 
our hands. 

For conspicuous gallantry during the action at Narnoul Lieu- 
tenant Francis David Millet Bro^vn, of the 1st European Bengal 
Fusiliers, was awarded the Victoria Cross, “ in having, at the ” 
“ imminent risk of his own life, ruslied to the assistance of a ” 
“ wounded soldier of the 1st .European Bengal Fusiliers, whom ” 
“ he carried off under a heavy fire from the enemy, whose ” 
“ Cavahy were within forty or fifty yards of him at the time.” 
The objects for which the Brigade had been sent out having 
Dvember 29tb, been fully attained, it now commenced its return mai-ch ; 
1857. reaching Delhie on bTovember 29th. But there was a 
sad gap in the ranks of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers, which had left 
bn the field of battle its gallant and generous-hearted Colonel. 
There was no complaint too trivial, no wrong too slight, to escape 
the attention, and secure the relief of Colonel Gen-ard ; known as 
the soldier’s friend, he was ever ready to listen patiently to their 
injuries, and to redress their wrongs. The melancholy loss of 
their brave Colonel was deeply felt and generally deplored by 
Officers and men alike; there were few amongst them who had 
not felt the beneficial influence of his noble character, and his 
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inotuorywill bo doi^orvodly cberl?hc(l bj' tbos^o who love to honour 1857. 
nml rc!=pcot the good, the noble, nnd the bnwe. 

On (he return innreh from Jsurnoul, Tjieutcnant-Coloncl 
Thonv.is Seaton, O.B., having been appointed to .cuececd Colonel 
Gerrard, a^puined command of the llegiment nnd Brigiule. 

But there no rot yet. More ardtiotis dutien had to be 
heartilv undertaken and conseientiotisly perfonned. The 1st 
Beng-.il Fu>;ilicrs had returned to Dcllne only a few hours when 
they received orders to hold themselves in readiness to advance 
towards Tjueknow, faking with them a convoy of miscellaneous 
stores, cattle, iCc., bn* the Commaiuh'r-in-Chiers ramj». This 
^^ovcinbcr noil>— Dcccmlicr Sili. convoy wotdd. on the line of juarch, cover 

o\-er eighteen miles of road ; and every 
soldier knows fhaftliis convoy duty must involve touch exposure 
and eonsidcndtle risk, with litth! renown. 

But the importanee ntttiehing fc» the safe and speedy arrival of 
this convoy at the Conmiander-in-Chiers eanij) could hardly be 
over-estimated, he being tit this time so crippled for want of 
carnage, s'ic.. that his movements were rutJirdcd and the ellieicncy 
of his force impaired. 

The Brigade told ofl' for this escort duty was jtlaccd under 
command of Colonel Thomas .'teuton, and consisted of the 1st 
Bengal Fusiliers, tletaehments of the Canibinecrs and bth Lan- 
cers, Ilodson’s Horse, and some Kegiments of Seik Infantry. 

The force marched from Dclhic at 2 a.m. on the 9th December, 
and, a few days afterwards. On reaching Allyghur, the strength 
of the 1st Fusiliers was increased by the addition of 100 
men under !^^uior Eld from the .3rd Eurojiean Eegiinent. 

On the 14th of December the Brigade reached Gungehri, 
where was a small British force of Bolochecs and some European 
Artillery, beyond whoso camp the 1st Fusiliers pitched their 
tont.s. The moniing meal was being prepared, when suddenly 
the assembly was sounded from the Commander’s tent, and all 
hastened to their posts. The British camp was surrounded by 
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. 1867 . cultivated fields, the high gro\rth of the crops obstructing the 
view. The Brigade was quickly fonned in line ; the Fusiliers 
being in the eentre, fljinked by the Seik Infantry, and the Cara- 
bineers and Lancers on the extreme right, Hodson’s Horse 
on the left. Our Horse Artillery pushed to the front, whilst 
our heavy guns, preparing for aetion, were moving slowly into 
position in rear of our line. 

The enemy was now seen in considei'able strength moving on 
our left, apparently with the intention of taking our Brigade in 
flank; Seaton, therefore, changed his position, advancing along 
the right side of the high road, our Horse Artilleiy opening a 
pretty heavy grape-fire, which to our sui’prise was only feebly 
answered. 

It was now seen that the enemy was retiring, his guns 
merely covering his retreat. Evidently the attack had been 
intended for the Belooch camp, the enemy having been in 
ignorance of the arrival of our Brigade. The brunt of the 
skirmish fell on the Cavahy, the Carabineers and Lancers 
dashing boldly forwai'd at the enemy’s guns; but during their 
advance they encountered a more searching fire than they had 
anticipated, both of Artillery and Musketry. The Mutineers 
being concealed amongst the bruslnvood and sand-hills picked off 
our troopers as they charged to the front. The enemy’s guns were 
captured, the gunners being sabi'ed at their posts, their Infantry 
taking to flight ; but this success Avas not gained AAuthout heavy 
loss, three of the Carabineer Officers and six men liaA'ing been 
killed and fifteen Avounded. Hodson, aaIio had been A\ntcliing his 
opportunity, now dashed foiavard AAuth his Cavahy, his coiu'se 
being marked for many miles by killed and Avounded, amongst 
whom Avere 23 of his OAvn troopers. The captured guns, one 9- 
and two 6-pounders, wei-e brought into our camp; and it AA^as 
nearly 3 p.m. before orm troops resumed their breakfast. 

The next day our Brigade marched along the road where the 
skirmish had taken place. On their arrival in camp at Khass- 
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DcccmVr I'lth, tlie inhnhilnnts wc'vo loud in llu'ir jn-aisc of the 1857. 

1857. ipillantry nf oiir iron))!?, and wore giiitcfid to ns for 
havinjr relieved them from tlie presenee of the Mutineer Army," 

Avhn Iiad hurried throuuh the town after tlieir defeat. 

On the 17th Deeemher, whilst. «m the line of march, Colonel 
Seaton received trustworthy information that, the enemy were 
encamped near the road ai)ont two miles from Pntlialee. 

Seaton now concent nit ed his Iroojis, and nijiidly prepared for 
action ; ])lacinjr> as jirevionsly. the IsL Ben'^al Fusiliers in the 
centre, some of our Horse Artillery, British Cavalry, and Hodson’s 
Horse on the rijrht; some Horse Artillery and Seilc Infantry on 
our left ; our heavy onus hrintrinj; uj) the rear. As nur Brigade 
advanced, we reached the summit of a slight eminence, from 
which was seen the town, surrounded hy houses in walled gardens, 
the country generally being studded with groves of trees. 

The enemy wore drawn up in front of the town, and ajijiearcd 
5)eccinltcr 17tli, determined to make a vigorous stand; so our Horse 
185<. Artillery opened fire, which was (piiekly replied to. T,t 
wa.s hazy weather, and, as the grass and crojis stood some si.\ feet 
Jiigh, it was diflieult to see what was going on in front; where 
Colonel Seaton and his .Stall', escorted hy a troop of Hodson’s 
Horse, saw the enemy limbering up their guns, evidently intent 

* “ It must not 1)0 at all fancied tlint during; tlio Into aiicutc the iieoplc ” 

■“ of llindooBlan have nailed with the Biinple view of dri%-in^r the English ” 
from their country. iSInny had a much more ple-o-sant object in view, and ” 
it was that of helping themselves to iwopcrty, to whomsoever it miglit ” 

•“ belong, always provided tlmt such might bo obtained without porsonnl ” 

“ risk. Where they could got a good fat buniah (corn-chandler), he was " 

“ plundered without the slightest hesitation ; and, in fact, at this very ” 

■*' town, Secundrabad, the following new mode of extracting mimes was ’’ 

■“ practised by the .Mutineers and parties of armed peasants upon the ’’ 

•“ wealthy, as I was informed by the people of the ])hice : — ^Thc pereons ” 

■“ suspected of being guilty of hamig money had one or two hooks inserted ” 
under the shoulder-blades or other tender park lie was then pitched ” 

■“ into a well, and allowed to sink for about half-a-minute, and then diwra ” 

■“ up by a rope attached to the hooks. In sober truth, these men have ’’ 

■“ practised greater horrors upon each other than they have upon us,” 

Blackwood, Bclhtc Campaign, 1858. 
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■1857. on beating a hasty retreat. Not an instant was to be lost, sn 
Seaton, followed by his Staff and escort only, dashed fonvard at 
the gnns, and sabring the gunners — who were completely taken 
abaek by the suddenness of the movement — the gnns were ca])- 
tured, with the loss of only one man. This gallant charge relieved 
the Infantry of miieh trouble, whilst Hodson and his men rf)dc 
quietly forwai’d, kcejn’ng to the right of the road on which the 
enemy were retreating, until, reaching the open conntiy, he dashed 
amongst the Mutineers, punishing them severely, and pursuing 
the flying, disorganized masses for several miles; killing no- 
less, it is said, than (iOO men. 

Our Infantry, in the meantime, had scoured the gardens and 
town, killing a vast numirer of the Mutineers found hiding. 

Seaton’s bold dash had so hastened the retreat of the enemy 
that our loss was insignificant ; whilst we captured their camp, 
cattle, 13 gnns, with tumln-ils and ammunition. 

On the 21st December our Brigade approached the old Military 
cantonment of Mynpoorie, adjoining which was the large and 
important town of that narrre. Here resided a Bajah named TeJ 
Sing, who was in opeir rebellion, and anrrouirced his determination 
to make a desperate resistance; brrt the simple rnancemTe of 
taking his troops irr flarrk, in jfliice of advancing along the main 
road, which he had protected by earthworks and grms, so dis- 
orgarrized the enemy that they fled, after having fired orrly a few 
badly-directed shots. 

In the to>vn a gurr fourrdry was discovered, with moulds- 
probably stolen from oirr gun factory at F uttehghur ; there was: 
also a new 8-inch howitzer of our omr make ; this gun had; 
never been fired. 

Whilst at Mynpoorie, irrfor-mation was received that the Com- 
hrander-in-Ohief’s camp was only distant about 30 miles. Hodson, 
“eager as usual to he foremost,” volunteered to open com- 
munication. Permission IraAung been granted, he started off with 
100 of his rrren, but he had only proceeded one march (to Bewar)) 
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•wlien lio lonrnt tluil wc Imd lu'cn iniKinfcM-niod as to ilic jmpilion 1857. 
of the Cliief’s Camp, llodson, to c,xcciitc In.s design, ^vould 
have to eox'er .«omc 20 additional inile.s; and many of hia hor.ses 
liaving shewn signs of fatigue, he picked out 20 of tlic most lively, 
and, leaving SO of his men at a place called Chii)nnnow, pushed 
forward with his second in command, MacPowell. In a few honns 
he succeeded in ojiening communication with the Commander-in 
Chief, then encamped at Minin-licdenti, who having received 
Ilodson's reports and issued his orders, the little party started to 
return. They had not proceeded far, Avhen Ilodson learnt that 
the enemy, with about 2000 men, lay in wait to intercept him. 

A llrahmin, having heard the Mntincer.s discussing their plans, 
walked along the road, and. meeting Ilodson’s party, infonned 
their Commander of his danger. The man who gave this 
information had on tlu; previous morning received kindly assist- 
ance from Ilodson. which was now repaid with interest ; for 
the timely warning probably saved his benefactor’s life. Ilodson, 
Ic.aving the main road, ])assed with his men within earshot of 
the ambuscade, and reached our camp in safety; having ridden 
.0,5 miles in 10 hours without changing horses. Great was the 
joy of all in camp ; for intelligence, ajjparcntly reliable, had 
been received that Ilodson and his jv.u ty had been waylaid and 
destroyed. 

Seaton’s Ctdumn inarched into Bewar on the last day of 18')7, 
Deccmbornist,— .T.ami.iiy ‘till, where it remained until the 4th January, 

18.58, when it was joined bv Eri«r-adier 
Walpole’s Brigide; this latter Offieer now assuming command of 
the united forces.. 

By this junction communication was comj)letely oj)encd from 
Cidcutta to Lahore. 

On the 4th Januarv- Walpole’.'! force marched into Futtehghur. 
where was the Headquarters of the Army under Sir Colin Camp- 
bell. Colonel Seaton was appointed to command the Futtehghur 
Brigade, and districts to the Fouth and We.st ; a task requiring 
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1857. decision and judgment, lie liaving but a weak force to perform 
duties full of danger and difficulty. 

Captain Ellis Ounliffe and Eieutenant Montague Hall rejoined 
the Regiment at Futtehghur; and the former, by virtue of his 
seniority, assumed command. 

Before entering on fresh scenes of action, it is neccssaiy that 
we should briefly note events which had occurred since the out- 
break of the Mutiny at Lucknow, when on hlay 3rd, 1857, Sir 
Henry Lawrence had taken energetic measures to punish the 7th 
Oude Irregulars for their disaflection. The discontent then 
.openly manifested was but the murmur of the coming storm ; and 
•although a few of the Native soldiers, who still professed loyalty, 
■continued to serve with oiu* troops, their presence was at first felt 
to be ‘a source of danger rather than a protection. 

The Native troo 2 )s were, witli few exceptions, in open^ mutiny, 
.and the nuinher of our Eiu' 0 ])cans so small, that measures 
were speedily taken to occupy the Residency and the adjacent 
buildings, wliich were now being hurriedly placed in a state of 
•defenee. 

Soon afterwards the Military Police broke into open revolt; 
.and as they and their fellow-Mutincers now assumed a dangerous 
.and warlike attitude, the Residency Avas at once made “ the ” 

great point of concentration ” and oceupied hy the European 
inhabitants and the British soldiers, as well as some loyal 
••detachments of Native Infantry Regiments,* and the doubtful 
Native Artillery of the ex-King. 

On the 25th of June the rebel Army took up its position at 

Chinliut,” eight miles from the Residency. LaAvrence per- 
•sonally commanded the British force, AA’hich he had ordered to 
proceed against the rebels, intending to drive them from their 
position and assert British authority. But there Avere traitors in 
•our camp ; the ex-King’s Artillery purposely disabled om* guns, 

* LieAitenanfc E. H. M. .Aitken defended the “ Bailie Guard ’’ nith his men 
■of 13th Natwe Infantry, and gained his V.C. 
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•our troops Avere forced to retire, and tlie battle of “ Ohiuhut ” 1857. 
terminated in disaster, defeat, and lieaA'^y loss. 

The rebels noAv occupied the city in great force, onr outposts 
AA^ere AAuthdraAvn, and our troops, amounting to only 927 Euro- 
peans, and 765 loyal Native soldiers, Avere concentrated AAuthin 
the inner defences of the Eesideucy. 

On the 4th July Sir Henry LaAAU-ence aa'us killed by a shell, 
Avhich burst in his room, A\dnlst he AA'as dictating his orders. He 
Avas succeeded in the command by Major Banks, who was shot on 
-July 22nd. In the garrison Avere 68 ladies and 66 children, aU 
■suffering terrible hardships, and undergoing acute privations. 

The garrison, on reduced rations, still defended itself with 
unflinching valour ; the soldiers at the different posts knoAV no rest, 

• there Avere no reliefs, each man’s order Avas to defend his post till 
•death if needs be, for succom- there Avas none. 

On September 25th, Outram and Havelock, Avith their brave 
troops,* succeeded in cutting their way through the naiTow streets 
•of the city and gaining an entrance into the Residency .f Their 
ndvent Avas hailed AA'ith unbounded joy ; but the transports of the 
'defenders Avere somewhat modified, when they realized that they 
•had been reinforced, but not relieved, and that a gi-eater number 
•of mouths must now be fed from theh supjjb'es, aheady alarmingly 
insuflBcient. But the troops retiuned to theh jjosts and fought 

* Amongst- the troops under Havelock. Avho so vaHantly fought their 
way into the Residency, was an Artillery Company of veteran soldiers of the 
Invalid Battalion,” aU of whom had volimteered for this dangerous service. 

Of these brave old soldiers only a very few survived the hardships of the 
■campaign. Fomr Officers of the “ Invalid Battalion” also placed their services 
-at the disposal of the Commander-in-Chief for active service during the 
Mutiny ; of these four, three — Captains, AA'. E. Haslewood, E. AV. H. Fan- 
shawe, and P. E. Innes — -had been invalided from the 1st European Bengal 
Fusiliers. They were all promoted, at the conclusion of the Mutiny, to 
Alajorities, for “ Valued services rendered.” 

t lieutenant Montague HaU, of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers, served Arith 
Oeneral Havelock's Force as Assistant Engineer, rendering valuable service 
^t the actions at Munglewar, 23rd to 2.5th September, 1857, and the advance 
•of Havelock's Force into the Residency. 
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1857. on, lioping almost against hope, that real relief might come at 
Isat. At length Sir Colin Camphcll arrived, and on the night of 
the 22nd November succeeded in creating such an alann amongst 
.the enemy, by mahing a feint attack on the Kaisar Bagh — that 
the heleaguci’cd gari-ison, including the ladies and children,' 
escaped, through tortuous passages and under ruined huildings,^ 
in the dead of night, followed by the garrison, who silently 
retreated unperccived. 

The enemy, in ignorance of the escape of tlie garrison, continued 
to pour their aceustomed fire into our deserted posts ; and it was 
not until after dayhrealc that the Mutineers discovered that the 
Residency had been evacuated at night and everything of value 
removed or destroyed. But Havelock only survived the relief 
a few hours ; ho had been gi-adiudly sinking for weeks ; and the 
insufficient food hastened his decline. At the first Indting-ground 
he passed away. 

Sir Colin left 4000 men with 35 guns under Gcncml Outrani 
at Alambagh, close to the city, to remind the enemy that though 
the beleaguered garrison had escaped, Lucknow was ours. He,, 
with 3000 men to guard his convoy of women, children, and 
wounded, hastened to secure the safety of Cawnpore, Avhere 
General Windham, “ a brave and adventurous soldier,”t had been 
left with an insufficient force to combat the Gwalior Contingent,, 
numbering some 15,000 men, Cav.-iJry, Aj-tiJJeiy, and Infantry,, 
all drilled and disciplined by us, and led by TantiaTopi, one of the 
few Native leaders admitted to be a General of no mean cajiacity. 

Sir Colin knew that the non-i’cceipt of news from the Cawn- 
pore Garrison boded no good, and therefore left Ids camp and, 
foUo.wed by his Staff, humed forward to Cawnpore. It was on 
the evening of the 29th November, 1857, that he crossed the 
brids-e of boats over the Ganges. Firing was heard, and it was 
evident that a battle was being fought ; but Sir Colin had yet to- 

* Of the 68 ladies,.! had been shot, and 6 had died; of the 66 children,. 
23 had perished. f Malleson. 
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Icavn that Taiitia Topi was so fur the victor, and tliat Windham had ISoS. 
heeu forced to seek the shelter of his entrenchments, after liaving 
suffered heavy loss.*" But the Commandcr-in-Chief’s arrival at 
Oavmpore materially changed the aspect of affiirs ; for, quickly 
hurrying to Windliam’s camp, and having gained all necessary 
information, and instructed Windham to keep close, he returned 
to his camp across the river, promising to bring relief the next 
inorninff. True to his Avord, davbrcak found Sir Colin with his 
relief troops in the field ; confidence was now restored, and a 
succession of glorious repulses forced Tantia Topi from the 
positions he liad gained — with the loss of carnp, guns, cjittle, and a 
large proportion of his Army. Nor was this all. Sir Colin, at 
the head of his Cavalry, pursued the defeated foe through the 
towm of Bithoor, Avhore he inzed the palace of the infamous Nana 
to the ground; and, still pressing on, captured the Fortress of 
Futtehghurf (January Srd, 1858); the day following which 
Walpole’s force, Avith aa’IucIi AA'ere the 1st Bengal Fusiliers, 
inarched into Futtehghur; bringing under its escort the much- 
needed supplies and carriage for the Headquarters Aiany. 

On the 27th January the 1st Bengal Fusiliers conunenced its 
march to CaAvnpore, reaching its destination on February 3rd. 

And Avas this the CaAA'npore that aao had only a short time 
previously knoAAui so Avell f — the Assembly Rooms and adjacent 
buildings a heaji of ruins, the floors and Avails of AA’hich had been 
so lately saturated AA-ith blood — theAVcll at the entrance gate, noAv 
the tomb of hundreds of murdered Avomen and chikh-cn, amono-st 
Avhom Avere many Avho had been our friends — the Bju-racks, AA’here 

* Captain Ellis Cunliffe and Lieutenant N. T. Parsons, Avho had lately 
arrived from England, finding communication closed, Avere unable to join 
their Eegiment, Avere attached to H.^L Gtth Regiment, and engaged Avith that 
Regiment against the Gwalior Contingent under Tantia Topi. Lieutenant 
Par-sons was severely wounded, and iiiA-alided to Europe. 

t It Avas on this occasion that Lieutenant Frederick Roberts (now Lieu- 
tenarrt-General Sir Frederick Roberts, Bart., G.C.B., of Afghan celebrity), 
who AA-as born in the Bengal Europearr Regiment Avhilst his father was its 
■Commander, gained his Vieteria Cross for distinguished bi-avery. 
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1858. our Regiment had been so lately quartered, shattered by the missiles 
of the countless hordes who had assailed Wheeler and his bi'ave 
gaiTison — all so treacherously deceived, and, with the exception of 
four, hai’harously murdered. The very trees that remained,. 
sicHy with the injuries received, seemed to cry out for retribution, 
justly claimed. It -was such scenes as these that made our 
soldiers’ blood boil, and increased their thirst for vengeance ; our 
wives and little ones — they, at least, had done no wrong. Whilst 
■February 3rd 6tli, the Regiment was at Cawnpofc, Captain F. O. 

1858. Salusbmy, “ a very gallant and capable Officer,”* 

joined; in command of a large draft of recruits, who were the 
first amied with the Enfield rifle. These recruits had, by the 
energj' of their Commander, been so thoroughly disciph'ned 
and dialled in the use of the new weapon that, on arrival at 
Allahabad, the detachment was entrusted ndth the charge of a 
hifge convoy, wliich it escorted to Cawnpore; and, on joining the 
^ / '^Headquai’ters of the Regiment, the recruits were handed over 
efficient soldiers, and at once allowed to take their place in the 
ranks ; an advantage, under the circumstances, hardly to be over- 
estimated. 

Lieutenants Maxwell and hlagniac also joined from leave pf 
absence ; and Lieutenant Hall, who had been employed on the 
Staff with General Havelock’s force, with which he entered tho 
Residency on September 25th, 1857, had amved at Cawnpore 
•with Sir Colin’s Relief Ai’my, and returned to Regimental duty. 

The 1st Bengal Fusiliers was now brought up to a strength of 
30 Officers and 546 rank and file. 

The Commander-in-Chief’s Aimy was at this time being 
organized for the final assault on the City of Lucknow ; the 1st 
European Bengal Fusiliers, together ■^^^th H.M. 23iff Royal Welsh 
and 79tli Plighlanders, forming the 5th or Brigadier Douglas’s 
Brigade. 

On the morning of the 6th of February the Brigade com- 

*• Malleson. 
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bruary 6tli— 23rd, menced its marcli toAvards LiicknoAA^, crossing the 1858> 
1858. Ganges by the bridge of boats, and reaching Oonao 

the same afternoon, Avbere it occupied the admirabty-designed 
defences, constructed by the Rifle Brigade. We baited at Oonao 
until the lltb February, AAdien aa'c proceeded on our march. 

As the British Army approached the capital of Oude the desola- 
tion of the surrounding coimtry AA^as almost painfid. Extenshm 
sandy plains, AA'hich had lately been cultiA\ated, AA^ere noAA’’ “ sparsely ” 

“ coA^ered AA’ith thorns and Aviiy grass the AuUages, deserted and 
in ruins, all forming a strong contrast to the appearance of the 
country tlu'ough AAdiich oiu' Regiment had passed on its march to 
Futtehghur. 

On the 23i‘d of February aa’C sighted the British camp AA'hich 
had been left by Sir Colin Campbell at the Alambagh,* under 
General Outram ; aaRo had, notAA’ithstanding the repeated attempts 
of the enemy to driA’e him from his position, manfully held his 
ground, and gii'en some seA'ere lessons to those Avho had the 
temerity to attack him. 

On the 25th February, at 7 a.m., a desperate attack by upAvards 
of 20,000 men AA^as made on the British position ; but Outram’s 
force had been augmented by Walpole’s Brigade, as AAmll as by 
the 7th Hussars, Hodson’s Horse, and some troops of Bengal 
Horse Artillery. 

The battle aa'us hotly contested ; and at 10 a.m. the enemy AA’^as 
threatening the British left, AARIlst a main attack aaus being made 
along our aaIioIo front and right, the enemy occupying position in 
rear of oiu-Fortof “ JeUalabad.” 

Outram iioaa’- saAA" his opportunity, and grasped it. Dashing to 
the enemy’s right AAuth a strong force of Cai^alry, he, at the same 
time, attacked him vigorously in front ; AA'hilst another force of 
Cavalry Avas sent round to take hm in rear-, and oiu Horse 
Artillery, under Olpherts and Remmington, attacked him in flank, 

*■ Captain Ti-evor IVheler joined the Eegiment on its aiTh^al at the 
Alamhagh. 
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1858. creating miicli confusion. Just then Outram completed his jJan, 
hy flinging the Queen’s Bays and Hodson’s Horse at liiin, and 
Fetmary 28tli, seizing two of his guns. This movement caused the 
1858. enemy to reel back, but not in absolute flight. The 
iMutineers still received our repeated . charges with a bold front ; 
and, not-withstanding that they had been forced to give ground, 
they again brought their masses of Infantry to the attack. Seizing 
a gi-ove of trees in advance of a village oeci\pied by our pickets, 
who, from want of ammunition, wore forced to fall back, the 
enemy pushing forward ; and were in the act of possessing them- 
selves of the village when they were met by a troop of our 
Cavalry, hastily dispatched to reinforce the picket ; and the village 
was regained. 

All night the enemy endeavoured to seize the left of our • 
Fcbniary 26th, position ; but, towards morning, they realized that their 
1858. attempts were futile, and drew off* towards the city. 

General Outram had been ordered, on 24th November, 1857, to 
firmly retain his hold on the Alambagh. . For upwards of three 
months he had done so in the face of many diflSculties ; his force 
of under 4000 men being opposed by an Ai-my consisting mostly of 
trained soldiers, and estimated at 120,000. The trust Avhich the 
CoTiimander-in-Chief had reposed in Outram had been nobly 
fulfilled ; and on the 1st March Sir Colin Campbell arrived at the 
“ Alambagh,” and assumed the chief command of the Army before 
lAicknoAv ; noAv numbering 20,000 men — the choicest in the British 
service — and 120 guns. AYith this Force, not only Avas the capture 
of the city a foregone conclusion ; but any lavish expenditure of 
life Avould ho unnecessary. 

The Commandcr-in-Chicf s plan of action had been arranged in 
consultation with Brigadier Napier,* his Commanding Engineer, 
Avho had already dis])layed much ability in counteracting Avhat 
might have proved a difilculty. In rear of the British camp at 
Alambagli, where our Brigade Avas placed, Avas a large jheel or 
* Now Ficlil-^larslial Itobert I.ord Nnpicr of Magdala. 
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lalce, -which uiForcled complete protection to our rear. When this 1858. 
iheel should become dry and passable after the rains, it would 
have required a very strong picket to have afforded protection to 
our camp ; hut this- was obviated by the ingenuity of Napier, 
who, collecting all the spare commissariat elephants, walked tbeiu 
up and down the jheel j so that, baked by the sun, it became a 
perfectly impassable bed of pitfalls. The jheel now afforded a 
protection as reliable as if it had been filled with water. 

The City of Lucknow may be said to somewhat represent the 
form of a triangle ; the apex pointing towards the east, the north 
side of ' the triangle formed by the river Goomti, the south 
by a canal, and the base, facing west, about 3^ miles in length, bj* 
fortified houses and works. In the centre of this triangle is the 
City of Lucknow, consisting of noble palaces, mosques, houses 
with gardens, and close, narrow, winding streets. 

The “ Alambagh,” or Garden of the World, is situated south 
of the apex of the triangle, and on the plain neai* at hand is a 
palace called the “ Dilkusha,” or the Heart’s Delight, and “ La 
hlartinifere,” a handsome building erected by Captain Claude 
hlartine; who, with his Company of Frenchmen, joined the 
Bengal European Begiment in 1763. The “Alambagh” was the 
point from which Havelock and Outram had attempted the relief 
of the Eesidency on September 25th, 1857 ; and it was from this 
plaee, also, that Sir Colin Campbell had effected the relief on the 
22nd of November following. As the previous advances had been 
made from the direction of the “ Alambagh,” the enemy evidently 
anticipated that the captiue of the City would on this occasion be 
attempted from the same base; and they had planned their 
defences accordingly. The canal on the south face of the city 
was defended by a triple line of works of enormous strength, 
erected, at a great expenditure of labour, by trained engineers : 
but the river face, east and north, was comparatively undefended ; 
and, as the left or north banlc was higher than that on the Cit^' 
side, our guns could be worked with great effect. 
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1858. The Commander-in-Chief Avas fully alive to the Avant of judg- 
ment displayed by the enemy ; and formed his plan of attack so 
as to profit by it. He ordered a strong force under Outram to gain 
possession of the left bank of the rh^er Gumti, cast and north. 
The apex of our supposed triangle tOAA'ards the east is irregular, 
and connected AA'itli the soutli or canal face of the "defences by a 
Avet, sandy channel. 

Sir Colin Campbell fixed his Headquarters at the “Dil- 
kusha,” AA’here he AA-ould remain AA'ith the main Army until 
assured of the success of Outram’s movement; Avhich AA'as to 
be made knoAA*n by raising colours on the roof of a tall building, 
called the “ YcIIoaa’ House” or “Chukkur Kothi,” easily A'isiblc 
from the top of the Dilkusha, and the occupation of Avhich 
Avoidd be a sm-c indication that Outram’s force had succeeded 
in taking the enemy in reverse. 

Tlie “Martinierc,” situated on a plain betAA’cen the “Dilkusha,” 
and the enemy’s line of AA’orks on the canal, Avas still held in strong 
force hy the rebel Army. The Commander-in-Chief had no 
intention of disturbing him until, finding that Outram had suc- 
ceeded, he could advance Avith liis main .tlamy to attack the city 
from the south and Avest, A\’hen a Brigade, under Adrian Hoi)c, 
AAOidd be sent fon\"ard to clear the !Martiniere. 

The Briti.sh iViany Avas iiOAv of sufficient strength to AVJirrant 
Sir Colin Campbell in dividing it into separate corps eVAnme; 
and he Avoidd thus be enabled to enfilade the enemy’s batteries on 
the canal, and also cflcct his cntiy into the City Avithout any great 
sacrifice of life. 

The j)lan of attack having been arranged in its minutest detail.-’, 
the movement.'-' of our troops commenced on ^farch 2nd at 2 a.m.; 
Avhen the 1st Bengal Fu.<ilier.>s struck camp, and, Avith a heavy 
battCTA' of siege-guns under their escort, proceeded to oecu])y a 
])Osition .-omcAvhat in rear of the “ Dilkusha,” 

But ne.xt day orders Avere reeeiA'cd to leave our camp standing, 
and proceed to the jirotcction of one of our heavy batteries clo.‘-<! 
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March Srd “ ^Malinmniccl Bagli,” ;i garden to tlie left of the 1858. 

1858. “ Dilkusha,” in the centre of which was a large masonry honse 

snrronndcd hy well-constrnctcd walls. The “ ^lalmnnned Bagh ” 
was within 700 yards of the enemy’s hatterics, from which a 
heavy fire was being maintained ; bnt no damage Avas done, as the 
Bejriinent was avcII under cover. 

At night the movements of the enemy conld he distinct!}’- 
heai-d: indeed, our guards were relieved by the sound of the 
enemy’s gongs. 

Our heavy guns, which had now opened fire from the “ Dil- 
kiisha” and “Mahmnmed Bagh” Ijatteries, soon succeeded in 
silencing those of the enemy ; and on the morning of the oth our 
March 5th, Begiment returned to the “ Dilkusha ” camj) to find that 
1858. the ^vhole of the 3rd, 5th, and fith Brigades of the British 
Army, and a large portion of our siege-train, had pitched their 
ciinip close at hand. It now became knoAvn that our Brigade ivas 
to proceed tvith the Division under General Outram, to carry out 
the first part of Sir Colin CampbeU’s operations. The right flank 
of our Division nearly reached the bank of the I’iver Gumti, Avhich, 
after leaving the City, makes a sudden bend to the south. Our 
left flank stretched out tOAvards the “ Alainbagh,” Avhilst betAvecn 
the right and left flanks there AA'as an interval, at this time occu- 
■pied hy Hodson’s Horse, IGOO strong. 

On the morning of the fith of March our DiA’ision struck camp 
iind took ground to the right; and thus, circling round the apex of 
the triangle, it AA^oidd gain the east and north banks of the 
Gumti, Avhich Avere destined to be the scene of our operations. 

In the early morning our Regiment crossed the river hy one of 
"the bridges which had been constructed by our Engineers. The 
day broke bright and clear, and the goodly array of British troops 
was a grand sight — the Queen’s Bays, the 9th Lancers, and tlie 
Avild troopers of the Punjab Cavalry, AA'ith our splendid Hoi’se 
Artillery and Light Field Batteries. Then on our right and left 
were the 23rd Royal Welsh and the 79th Highlanders, Avith two 
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1858. Biittiilions' of the lliflc Brigade close by; all looking ready for 
the work in hand. 

The ground Avas nndnlating, and in some place.s lieavy ; Avatcr 
Avas scarce, and the sun soon shone out in great poAver ; but the 
troojis, making a joke of their discomforts, Avere all cheerful and 
full of excitement. 

Just as the llcgimcnt, after lun-ing been marching .scACi’al 
Mnrcli Gtli houi\s, emerged from a grove of trees, through AA'hich it had 
1858. passed, on to an open plain, the sound of heavy firing Avas 
hoard ahead. Our Horse iH-tilleiy galloped to the front, and, quickly 
rcjilying Avith shot, grape, and shell, prevented the enemy from, 
approaching our line. But the Fusiliers now changed position ; 
halting, sent pickets to the front, Avhilst the rest of the force,, 
reposing under the cool shade of a grove of trees, partook of a 
kind of picnic meal; and soon proceeding on, encamped that night 
near Chinhut, Avhcrc Sir Henry LaAvrence had met Avith his 
reverse. 

Early on the morning of March 7th our meuAvere aroused by an 
xH’tillciy fire from the enemy close by, some of their shots 
passing through our camj) and Avouuding a fcAV of our soldiers. 
Our Begiment Avas quickly under arms ; nnd none too soon, for the 
enemy in force Averc seen apjtroaching our camp. Our troops, 
moving to the front, caused them to halt ; .and the Kiflc Brigade,, 
skirmishing very effectively, made them keej) their distance, and 
prcA'cnted them from obsetwing our raoA'emonts, Avhich Avas 
evidently the object they had in A'iew. Having failed in 
effecting their reconnaissance, they retired ; and the villages in 
front Avere occupied by tAvo ComjAanies of our Begiment under- 
Captain Salusbury. The Headquarters noAV returned to camp. 

On this day Captain Hume joined the Bengal Fusiliers ; and in 
Aurtue of seniority assumed command. The 8tli of March aa'us- 
comparatiA’^ely a day of rest, but early on the morning of the fitlr 
the serious work commenced. 

Soon after midnight the 1st Bengal Fusiliers Avere on parade 
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l:)ciiig tinder orders to escort onr heavy slegc-gniis into onr most Is.jS. 
forward butteries, which hud been prepared for their reception on 
the previous day, and which were within fiOO yards of the enemy’s 
nearest tvorks. 

Our elepliants being liarnessed to the guns, the convoy slowly 
and silently moved along, aided by a bright, clear moon. Having 
advimeed about a mile, our forward pickets were reached, .and here 
]\lavcli 9th, main bodj’ of our troops halted, whilst two Companies 
1858. of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers jirocecded with the guns up 
to the butteries. It hud been anticipated that some resistance 
would be oft'ered ; but notwithstanding that the elephants, in dis- 
obedience to the orders of their Mahouts, occasionally trumpeted, 

•and the noise consequent on getting the guns into position was 
considerable, the enemy did not interfere. The guns were plabcd 
in aiTJiy before daybreak : when they soon announced their 
presence by ndcing through the enemy’s position in front. 
Leaving a small force to protect the guns, our Regiment now 
advanced. 

In the meantime the Skirmishers of our Division had 
cleui’cd the ground in front, when the 1st Bengal Fusiliers and 
ZVravcli 9th, two Companies of the 79th pushed forward. Advancing 
1858. steadily, a small stream was crossed, and moving up a slight 
incline, a sandy plain was seen at our feet, on the further side of 
which was a trench or outer defence ; and ’ beyond stood the 
“Yellow House.” The trench was quickly passed, the enemy 
di-iven back, and the “ Yellow House” was captured. 

Lieuten.ant Monej’^ led the advanced party, consisting of 2 of 
our Companies ; and, believing that the house had been cleared of 
the enemy, he halted outside, but soon some shots from the base- 
ment of the house wounded some of our men. 

In the meantime the Colours of the 1st European Bengal Fusi- 
liers hud been planted on the roof of the “ Yellow House but 
it was discovered that, although the upper stories of the building 
had been cleared of the enemy, the large arched basement was held 
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1858. by a few ilctcrniined rebcl-s who intciulcil to .sell their lives ns 
dearlj'^ ns j)ossiblo. It was no easy innttei' to dislodge tlicse jnen ; 
foi- it was quite dark inside, and the basement was inter-sceted by 
numerous walls. Our men advanced, and three times rushed into 
the building; but they could sec nothing, though they knew the 
enemy must be concealed in.side. Captain E. .St. George,, 
followed I)y Lieutenant Magniac, entered one of the passages, and 
shot some of the enemy with their revolvers; but here .St. George 
fell, a musket-ball having jnissed through bis body. An attempt 
was now made to burn the rebels out ; some of the thatch of the 
old Cavalry Hnc.s close at hand being placed to windward and 
fired, but without cflcct. IIole.s were also made in the floor above: 
and live shells dropped into the passages below, which, exploding, 
startled the occupants, who, nine in number dashed out, and. ran 
the gauntlet towards the river. All fell save one, who, 2 )lunging- 
into the stream, swam for his life, and probably might have 
escaped, had not Hospital-Sergeant "Wilson, who was bringing in 
some wounded men, taken a steady aim at the fugitive just as he 
reached a shallow in the centre of the stream, and he, too, rolled 
over, mortally wounded. 

We were now complete masters of the “Yellow House ” .and 
IMarcli 9tli, the ground some distance in advance ; and the signal of our 
1858. success had been shewn aloft to the Commandcr-in-Chief. 
Our loss had been small, the enemy having been taken in reverse;: 
and whilst the Companies under ^loney had been emjjloyed as- 
just described, our troojis had cleared the jungle and villages 
covering the position to the north .and west. So confident was- 
Outram now of success that he would have pushed further on ;. 
but orders were received from the Chief telling him to hold his- 
ground, but nothing more. 

Sir James Outram in his dispatch says “the left Column of”' 
“attack, composed of the 1st Beng<al Fusiliers supjiorted by two 
“ Companies of the 79th Highlanders, carried the Chukr Kothee”" 

“ (or Yellow House), the key of the rebel jiosition, in gallant 
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“style, and thereby turned the strong line of entrenchments ” 1858 . 
“ -which had been constructed by the enemy on the right bank ” 

“of the Goomtee.” 

General Ontram no-w gjive orders for a party of the Ist Bengal 
jMarch Otli, Fusiliers to retrograde along the river bank Avitli some 
18 , )S. heavy guns; and, having rcjiched the junction of the 

Gumti and the canal, to enfilade the enemy’s batteries, Avhich 
formed their first defence on the city side of the canal. The 
expedition mms commanded by Major Nicholson of the Engineers. 

The Infantry Avas under Captain F. O. Salusbiuy. 

Arri\’ed at their destination, the cnemj-’s works Avere seen to be 
of enormous strength ; but no reply Avas made to our enfilading 
fire, Avhich raked through and through their batteries in flank. 
Nicholson iioav formed the opinion that these batteries must be 
deserted ; and Salusbiuy, anxious to test the accuracy of the 
surmise, ofiered to get some boats and cross the riA'cr Aidth his 
men ; Nicholson refusing to sanction the proposal, as he Avas loth 
to let his guns be left Avithout support. 

Lieutenant Thomas Butler, one of Salusbiuy ’s subalterns, noAV 
came forAvavd to solve the difficulty ; volunteering to personallj- 
ascertain Avhether the fortifications on the opposite bank of the 
river were occupied by the enemy or not. It should be borne in 
mind that, though it appeared that no great numbers Avere inside 
the fortifications, the chances AA-ere that thei’e AA'ould be many of 
the ^Mutineers in or about the place ; and those acquainted AAuth 
the habits of the Natives of India AA'ill fully realize the danger of 
the task aa-IucIi Butler had proposed to undertake. 

Nicholson, AA’hilst Avarning Butler of the risks he ran, gave his 
consent ; and Butler, throAving oft' his coat, took to the stream, 

AA'liich AA'as here some sixty yards across, Avith a strong ciuTent floAv- 
ing at the time. Arrh'ed on the inner bank, Butler looked round; 
the inside of the eneny’s Avorks aa-us still as silent as the graA^e ; 
but, even so, it needs some neiwe to storm a fort alone. Passing 
to the rear. Butler gained an entrance unopposed : and, mounting 
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1858. on the parapet, signalled with a white flag which he had improvised, 
to a Staff Officer of Adrian Hope’s Brigade. This Officer came 
near, hut sent no aid ; and so Butler was left unarmed, and cold 
and wet, to gandson the Fort alone. Gesticulating for help, Butler 
was seen by an Officer of a Highland Regiment on the plain in 
front of the Martinifere, who, rapidly advancing with his men, 
occupied the Fort. The Seiks soon followed, when Butler, 
relieved, swam hack ; having performed an act of cool and daunt- 
less courage, which won for him the Victoria Cross, and his 
Regiment the honour of adding one more to the long list of heroes 
who have adorned its ranks.* 

On the evening of the 9th March the Comj)anies under 
Salushuiy rejoined the Headquarters of the Regiment, and 
bivouacked near the “Yellow House.” 

The success of Outram’s Division was complete. He had 
possessed himself of the left bank of the river, occupied the 
“Badshah Bagh” and its surroundings, silenced the enemy’s 
batteries on the right bank of the river, and finally enfiladed 
those on the south face of the triangle, forcing liim to-vacate his 
defences. 

It Avas noAV time for Sir Colin Campbell to act. 

On the morning of the 9th the Cominander-in-Ohief, seeing 
through his telescope the Colours of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers 
floating on the top of the “YelloAV House,” sent Brigadier 
Adrian Hope ivith his Brigade to seize the Martiniere. This ivas 
quickly done, the enemy having Avithdraivn their guns across the 
canal. The 42nd Highlanders, forming part of this Brigade, liad 

* Extract from “ The Victoria Cross, an Official Chronicle.” 

“ Lieutenant Thomas Adair Butler — ^Date of act of bravery 9th March, ” 
“ 1858. Of Avhich success the skirmishers on the other side of the river were ” 
“ subsequently apprised by Lieutenant Butler of the Bene;.!! Fusiliers, Avho ” 
“ swam across the Goomtee, and, climbing the parapei . remained in that ” 
“ position for a considerable time under a heavy fire of iruisketry until the ” 
“ work was completed.” — Extract from Lientemnt-Gcnrrul Sir James Outranis 
^Icmoraiulum of Operations at the Siege of Lucknote. 
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I'cHcvccl Lieutenant Butler of Ills charge, and. then swept doivn the 1858 . 
line of works, penetrating as far as Banks’s house. 

Next daj', the 10th, there was some skirmishing, but oim Regi- 
ment Avas not engaged. Our camp changed ground, but ivas still 
in rear of the “ Yelloiv House;” Avhicli Avas not occupied, as the 
Regiment biA'Ouacked out until the morning of the 11th, Avhen it 
took possession AAuthout opposition of a Mosque which commanded 
the iron bridge, nearly ojiposite to the Machi BaAA'ii. But, during 
this daj^ A'ast progress had been made by the main Army under 
Campbell. The tA \’0 sides of our triangle had been completely 
giiined ; and the base had been assaulted Avith such success that 
■“ Banks’s House ” and the “ Begum Koti ” Averc occupied before 
nightfall, and the “ Kaisar Bagh ” or “ King’s Palace” AA*as almost 
Avithin our grasp. It Avas at the storm of the “Begum Koti” 
that ^lajor W. S. Hodson,* of the 1st Bengal European Regi- 
ment and Commandant of “Hodson’s Horse,” AA’^as mortally 
Avounded. 

Major Hodson, Avho had ordered his Regiment to parade, pre- . 
paratory to crossing the canal, rode to the front to select a fitting 
spot ; but seeing Brigadier Napier adA^ancing on the “ Begum 
Koti,” Hodson joined his force; and after passing through the 
breach he pressed forward to see A\diat AA^as going on inside, AAdien 
•a shot fired by a Mutineer from a AvindoAA" entered his side, giving 
him his death-Avound. 

Hodson’s short career Avas one of marvellous brilliancy; and, 
had he not succumbed to his Avound, it is more than likely that 
he Avould have lived to be one of England’s greatest soldiers. 

But it AA'as othei-Avise decreed. Hodson had many friends, but 
he had some enemies ; and AA'e ask these latter to say of his 
memory as of his soul — “ Requiescat in pace" 

On the 11th, 12th, 13th, and 14th of March, although the 
main Ai-ny, under Sir Colin Campbell, Avas making vast progress, 

* Captain Hodson had received his Brevet-Majority for distinguished 
services before Delhie. 
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1858.. pushing its way into the veiy heart of Xiucknow, oui- Division 
was comparatively inactive. Outram, burning "with anxiety to- 
take a leading part in the fray, sent to the Commander-in-Chief,. 
to ask permission to be allowed to cross the iron bridge, but 
Sir Colin’s policy was irrevocable; India was reeking with 
British blood, and the capture of the City of Lucknow must be 
accomplished without needless loss of life. 

Awaiting the Chief’s reply, Outram drew up his troops opposite 
the bridge, the tete-clu-pont of which was occupied in great force 
by the enemy, who, with some guns, which they were serving well,, 
prepared to dispute our passage across ; these occasionally firing 
at our troops, and doing some injury ; one of the buUets, passing- 
through Lieutenant EUis’s padded coat, and slightly wounding 
Captain Salusbury in the left leg. 

An Aide-de-Camp now arrived with the Chief’s reply, which 
only gave permission to Outram to cross the iron bridge, if he 
. could do so without the loss of a single man. This condition 
rendei’ed the assault impossible, without disobeying orders ; so- 
Outram unwillingly withdrew his troops. 

Before the 15th the main Army had stormed the “ Imam Bara,”" 
iMarch llth to 15th, the second line of the enemy’s works being thus- 
1858. turned. On the 14th the Chief penetrated to the- 

Chinn Bazaar ; and thus the third line of the enemy’s defences- 
Avas gained. The “ Moti Mahal,” the “ C-hattar Munzil ” Palace, 
the “ Tara Koti,” all fell into om’ hands ; and, before the day 
Avas over, the “Kaisar Bagh” Avas captured. Its cellars, con- 
I^larch 14th, taining embroidered cloths of priceless AA'orth, gold and 
,1858. sih'er ornaments, jcAA-els of CA'ery description, diamond 
tiaras, and gorgeous Royal Standards, banners, china, jade, 
and eveiy kind of valuable, all fell into our hands. The 
captors, “ drunk AA'ith plunder,” revelled in the spoil, heaijing- 
on a bonfire in the centre eourt the rich brocades and gold 
embroidered sIkiaaIs, in order that they might collect the melted 
gold. 
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By this time the Mutineers were streaming out from the' 1858, 
captured city; and Outram’s Brigade returned to camp behind 
the “ Yellow House,” where, for the first time for five days 
and nights,- the men were nnaccoutred. 

On the 16th of March our Brigadier received permission to 
cross the river near “ Secundra Bagh,” over a hastily-constructed 
pontoon bridge, floating on casks; so, mai'ching past the 32nd 
mess-house — or, rather, where the house had stood — we I’eached 
the “ Kaisar Bagh,” when an attack Avas ordered to be made on 
the “ Residency,” Avhich still contained some of the rebel troops, 

A rush in the face of a feiv wild shots, and the “Residency” 

Avas in our hands; the defence of AAfiuch noAv formed a feeble 
contrast to the occasion on Avhich Outram and HaA'clock, AA'ith 
their hraA’C Residency force, held the position for months, in 
the very teeth of countless multitudes. Our troops, still pushing 
on, seized the ruined Fortress of “ Machhi BaAAm,” from 
AAdiich Captain Salushury, Avith his Company, pushed on up to- 
the gatCAvay OA-erlookiug the “Husanee Bagh,” capturing three 
guns upon the riA^er-bank, and one at the gateAvay of the 
garden 

Lieutenant Charles Macgregor,* attached to our Regiment,. 

Avas, as usual, to the front, and greatly distinguished himself by 
eno-ao-ino- in single combat AA'ith “one of the brai'est of the” 

O O O O 

“rebels,” aa'Iioiu he reduced to eternal submission by sending 
his sAvord through his body up to its hilt. Brougham says,. 

“Mac returned looking very AA-arm and exceedingly Avild and” 

“ happy.” 

The detached duties upon AA'hich our Reguuent AA'as noAv 
IMarcli leth— 20tb, employed AA'ere not unattended AA'ith danger, for 
1858. Lieutenants hlaxAA’ell and Ellis nearly came to an 

untimely end. One of our soldiers, luiA'ing misunderstood his- 
orders, set fire to a poAvder factory ; Avhich, exploding, seriously 

* NoAA'jrajor-General Sir Charles Slacgrcgor, K.C.B., C.P'-^.Q.I-E., Quarter- 
master-General of the Army in Bengal. . - 
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1858. injm'ed four of our men; but, happily, there was no loss of life. 
Lieutenant Ellis, Avho Avas near at hand, at the time of the 
explosion, escaped minus his eyehroAA'S, whiskers, and moustache, 
and Avas fortunate enough not to lose his sight. 

By the 21st of March the city of LucknoAvhad been completely 
cleared of the Mutineers ; and a few days after the toAvnspeople 
commenced to return to their homes, Grradually the shops were 
opened, buildings repaired, and the streets AA^ere again croAvded 
AAuth citizens eager to trade. The fields around became green 
AAuth cultivation, the dead lay silent in their graves, and all Avas 
peace again. 

During the operations against LucknoAv the folloAving Officers 
of tlie 1st Bengal Fusiliers AA'ere AA'ounded : — 

Captain Salushury (slightly). 

Captain St. Geoi-ge (dangerously). 

Lieutenant Ellis (slightly). 

S rank and file being killed and 21 Avounded. The total loss of 
the British Ai-my Avas 127 killed and 595 AA'Ounded. 

During the folloAving April a flying Column under Major- 
■General Sir Hope Grant AA^as organized to restore confidence 
in the Fyzabad district, and rid the country of some poAverfid 
bands of Mutineers, aa'Iio AA’^ere looting the villages and destroying 
the peace of the inhabitants. The 1st European Bengal Fnsiliers 
served Avith Sir Hope Grant’s force. 

On the 1.3th of April an engagement took place against some 
thousands of the rebels near Baree ; Av'hen an attemist Avas made to 
seize our baggage, Avhich straggled over 3 miles. The 1st Bengal 
F usiliers AA^ere ordered to assist the rear-guard in repelling the 
:attacks of the enemy’s Cavahy, AAdio had succeeded in rounding 
the village, the point of our assardt. They Avere charging doAvn 
•on the baggage Avhen they encountered Nos. 5. and 6 Companies 
•of the Bcgiment under Captain Cunliffe, aa’Iio, alloAving the CaA’-alry 
to come AA’ithin 30 yards at the charge, said, “ Steady, men, and giA’e 
ihcm a A’olley.” The order AA'as carried out so efficiently, and the 
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3858. “ the enemy Avas driven from villnge to village and eventually ” 
“ discomfited at Sahadit-Gnnge, where avo ea])tnrcd 5 guns, ” 
“ oomplete, Avith hnllocka and munitions of AA'ar, one elephant ” 

and mueh hajiffan-e.” * 

This skirmish is specially AA-orthy of notice on tA\’o accounts. 
It AA'as the last occasion on AA’hich the Regiment, under its time- 
honoured designation of 1st European Rengal Fusiliers, aa'us 
engaged against the enemy ; and, secondly, it A\-as the first 
engagement in AA'hich Ensign CaA-agnari — Avho had lately been 
gazetted to the llcgimcnt — had been engaged ; his Commanding 
Officer specially recording “ AA'ith satisfaction the cool courage ” 
of this promising young Officer, Avho, as Major Sir Louis 
Napoleon Pierre Cavagnail, K.C.S.T., nobly sustained at Cabul 
in 1879 the character he had established thus early in his career, 
and added one more to the long list of heroes aa'Iio have shed 
lustre on the annals of the “Bengal European Regiment.” 

In March, 1859, the 1st European Bengal Fusiliers retumed to 
Lieutenant T. A. Butler, V.C. their station at Dugshai, arriving 

Lieutenant Frank D. JI. BroAvn, V.C. April 18th, after tAvo years as severe 
Sergeant J. AI. Quire, A’'.C. and continnous campaigning, as per- 

Private J. McGovern, V.C. haps AA'as ever experienced by any 

Drummer.M. Ryan, V.C. Regiment; and during Avhich its 

Officers, and rank and file, had gained no less than five Victoria 
Gi’osses. 

The Sepahi Mutiny War AA'as noAv over. The neck of the rebel 
Mutiny had been broken at Delhi, its heart had been plucked out 
at LucknoAA^ and its limbs had been severed from its carcase far 
and wide. The rebellion Avhich had assumed such gigantic propor- 
tions, and caused British supremacy in India to tremble in the 
balance, had been fought out ; and it aaIU ever be remembered AA'ith 
pride that it AA'as the 1st Bengal Fusiliers aa'Iio led the main storm- 
ing-party at the Siege of Delhi, fulfilling the eonfidence placed in 
them with courage and determination unsux-passedin Britishhistory. 

* Extract from dispatch dated Dumahad, 31st October, 1858. 
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('IIAPTI'H XX. 


IHIjS’I,’ the 1st Kmopeuij Ih.-ngul h'ufilitT.- «!i« 
quartered at Diirriabad — IS'jS — ;i IVuelamatiutr mi-* 
issued hy the (Juceii of Kui;Iaud iiitiiuatiii;: that 
Her Majesty had assuiufal the (I’overuiiieut of 
India from the East India (’onipany; tliat the 
troops in tlie Indian Service would he tninsferred to that of 
the Crown; and, in liStU, a Koyal warnintf directed tlie 
ainali;;!unation of the European troops lately in the servlee of tht‘ 
Company with those of the Koyal Army. 

In 181)7 the Kc'^ular Army of the East India Company 
numbered 237, dob soldiers; of whom l'),207+ Avere enlisted in 
Great Britain. 

The Company, which may aptly he deserihed as having been a 
Republic xmder the suzeminty of the Crown of Enttlaud, liad 
ruled Avith liberality aud considenition for the feelings and 
interests of its ser\-auts for upAvards of 2d0 years ; engendering 
feelings of regard and gratitude towjirds a highly-popular form 
of gOA'crnmcnt. The conditions of its service suited the I’cquire- 
ments of those younger sons Avho sought to bo the fathers of their 
OAvn fortunes ; iind to Avhom a Commission in the Indian ScrA'icc 
AA'as not only a provision for life, but promised a career to the 
dcservin" of honour and distinction. 

O 

* See Appcnrlix D. 

f Sec Appendix E. 

f In addition to tlicse troops in the Compan)’’s scia'ice, there were 21,2C3- 
soldiers of the Royal Army in receipt of pay from the East India Company. 
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Service in t he i-:niks of the Company’s European Army suited, 1858. 
in many instances, not only the class from amongst which our 
recruits arc usually obtained, but was adapted to those of all 
grades of life, who, for various reasons, wished to lose their 
identity, to disconnect the new from the old life, and to obtain 
cm])loYmcnt in a land from which return to their native country 
^vas, in c.Kcc])tional cases only, attainable. Of the many such 
who found their way into the I'anks of the Comi^any’s European 
Regiments, by far the larger proportion became an honour instead 
of a disgnice to their countiy. 

Rightly or wrongly, it was with feelings of apprehension that it 
was realized by a large number of the Company’s servants that 
the time had arrived for a change which would uproot old associa- 
tions, and ])Ossibly deprive them of privileges hitherto exclusively 
their own ; and, further, there were far-seeing men who, as in 
Fox’s time, dreaded that India, under the immediate control of the 
Home Government, might be sacrificed to party ambition ; and 
,evcn the safety of our Indian Empire jeopardized, to create a 
bubble popularity in the see-saw of public opinion at home. 
Finally, there were many who thought that the nomination of the 
Governor-General of India by a non-political body had been a 
guarantee that our Eastern Possessions would be protected from 
the danger of falling a prey to party politics in England, tending 
to lower the Governors of India and their officials in the estima- 
tion of its people. 

Tke Company’s Army had at all times been conspicuous for 
its loyalty and devotion to the Crown; having for centuries 
fought under the British flag, its soldiers ever foremost in the 
fight for England’s honour ; and it was no lack of loyalty that 
caused some of its servants to view with apprehension and 
dismay the change which had become inevitable. 

It tells well for the internal discipline of the 1st European 
Bengal Fusiliers that, although after the annexation proclamation 
there followed an interregnum of years, during which the Officers 

2 M 
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1858. of the European Regiments were removed to a general list, and 
directed to “do duty” only with their former Regiments, and 
although a large proportion of the Company’s European Anny 
Avas in a dissatisfied state, closely bordei'ing on mutiny, there 
Avas no single instance of insubordination in the ranks of this 
Regiment. 

' Under the Royal Warrant the amalgamation of the Indian Avith 
the British Armies was effected ; the Officers and men of the Indian 
Em’opean Regiments being invited to volunteer for general 
service. The Commissioned Officers Avere guaranteed, under Act of 
British Parliament, all the retiring and other privileges AAdiich 
they had held under the East India Company ; the rank and file 
being offered a bounty for ' A'olunteering, and to count their 
former service for pension. 

It was further announced that Her Majesty had been pleased 
to confer upon the 1st European Bengal Fusiliers the honourable 
designation of the “ 101st Royal Bengal Fusiliers ; ” the 2nd 
European Bengal Fusiliers being nominated the “ 104th Bengal 
■ Fusiliers.’’ 


The volunteering of the 1st Bengal European Regiment took 
place on May 2nd, 1861, Avhenthe foUoAAung 17 out of 39 Officers 
Avlth 588 rank and file volunteered for the 101st Royal Bengal 
' Fusiliers : — 


Major A. Hume, 

Captain (Brevet-Majoi’) F. O. 
Salusbury, 

„ E. Brown, 

„ G. C. Lambert, 

„ R. G. F. Hickey, 

„ N. T. Parsons, 

Lieutenant L. B; Magniac, 

„ J. W. Daniell, 


Lieutenant M. Hall, 

„ T. A. Butler, V.C., 

„ N. H. Wallace, 

„ F.D.M.BroAATi,Y.C', 

„ W. S. Jeiwife, 

„ W. H. Warner, 

„ J. C. Partridge, 

„ G. H. Holley, 

„ T. E. Harden. 
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LIST OF THE FIllST OFFICERS OF 
H.^r. lOlsT REGLMENT (ROYAL BENGAL FUSILIERS). 

•“Plassey,” “Buxaiv’ “Guzeu.vt,” “Deig,” “Biiuutpore,” 
•“ APGlL^XrSTAX,” “Giiuzkee,” “ Feuozsiiah,” “Sobraox,” 
“Pegu,” “ Deliiie,” “Lecicxow.” 


BANK. 

1 

{ NAMES. 

1 

B.ANK. 

NAMES. 

Colonel 


Lieutenant 

Nelson Ellis. 

1 

LieuL-Coloncl . 

— 

11 

G. S. Goad. 

Major 

jV. Ilume. 

11 

H. H. Chapman. 

5» 

1 

F. 0- Salusbur}'. 

1 

11 

W. S. Jervis. 

•Captain 

E. Brown (Bt. ^Ijr.^ 

11 

"W. H. 'Warner. 


G. C. L.ara'bert. 

11 

J. C. Partridge. 


R. G. F. llickcy. 

11 

M. C. Smith. 


N. T. Parsons. 

11 

J. S. Bagishaw. 

11 

C. M. L. Clark. 

11 

A. Harrison. 


H. G. Delafosse 

11 

C. Riggs. 

*’ 1 

1? 

11 

1? 

(Bt. Major). 

H. C. Moller. 

S. A. Hunter. 

L. B. Magniac. 

11 1 

11 

Ensigns 

! 11 

G. H. Holley. 

J. E. Harden. 

C. Pakenham. 

H. P. Airey. 

11 

11 

51 

Laeutenant 

11 

11 

J. "SV. Daniell. 

M. Hall. 

■\V. L. Louis. 

T. A. Butler, V.C. 

N. H. Wallace 

F. D. M. Brown, V.C. 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Quartermaster . 

A. Peel. 

F. 0. Fuller. 

R. H. A. Quinet. 

C. M. Slockley. 

« 

F. Farrant. 


Uniform, Scarlet. 

. Facings, Blue. 
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LIST OF THE FIKST OFFICERS OF 
II.M. lOdTii REGBIENT (BENGAL FUSILIERS). 

“PUN.TAUn,” “ ClIlLLIAKWALLAII,” “ GOOZKUAT,” “PeGU,”' 

“Deltiie.” 


HANK. 

NAJIES. 

HANK. 

NAitKS. 

! 

Colonel 

j 

Lieutenant 

L. Smith. 

Licut.-Colonel . 

W. Bircli. 

77 

T. A. Hunter, 

l^liljOV 

G. Gaynor. 

77 

C. I’igou. 


J. Blcajuniro. 

77 ' 

T. II. Lewin. 

Captain 

W. D. Harris (Bt.Mj.) 


C. l^r. Boswell. 


J. J. Hockley. 

1 

7 * ' 

■VV. II. Binicy. 


1 C. II. E. Grrcmc. 

*♦ 

H. M. Evans. 

>> 

1 C. Clark. 

♦ > 

hi. G. Taylor 

?• 

D. W, Bcchor. 

77 

II. Spalding. 


J. Hind. 

77 

T. J. Quin. 

»♦ 

L. J. Trotter. 

77 

H. Carter. 


A. Willcs. 

rr 

W. H. Brind. 


J. G. CampLell. 

77 

H. P. Evans. 

77 

G. A. Bishop. 

Ensigns 

II. F. Showers. 

77 

F. J. Conway-Gordon 

?> 

R. C. Richardson. 

77 

C. K. Mylnc. 

71 

hi. F. Stokes. 

Lieutenant 

77 

1 

Sir. A. K. Lake, Bt. 

A. L. Douglas. 

>» 

1 

H. J. Woodward. 


Uniform,- Scarlei* Facings, Blue. 
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The following 15 out of 41 Officers of the 2nd Bengal 1858 
European Regiment volunteered for ILM. 104th Bengal 
Fusiliers : — 


Captain (Brevet-Major) G. 

Lieutenant G. A. Bishoj), 

Gaynor, 

„ Sir A. K. Lake, Bart., 

Captain (Brevet-Major) J. 

„ A. L. Douglas, 

Blcaymire, 

,, T. A. Hunter, 

„ IV. D. Harris, 

,, H. Spalding, 

,, C. Clark, 

„ H. Carter, 

„ D. W. Bechcr, 

W. H. Brind, 

„ L. J. Trotter, 

„ H. P. EA’^ans. 

Lieutenant A. Willes, 



Distinct reference has not been made to those European 
Regiments in the East India Company’s service — both Cavalry 
srad Infanti'y — which were hastily raised in England for service in 
Bcug;xl in consequence of tlie Indian !Mutiny $ for these Regi- 
ments were in no way connected with the services of the Bengal 
European Regiment. 

Owing to the immense interests at stake, and the vast numbers 
■of individuals who were concerned, the process of amalgamation, 
■commencing Avith the Royal Proclamation, November 1st, 1858, 
Avas not finally carried OAxt until after a lapse of upAvards of 
Iaa'o years. During this interval serious com25lications arose, 
AAdiich, at one time, threatened to assume the form of a European 
Mutiny. 

The troops, Avith some shoAV of justice, jjut forward a claim 
to a “ bounty ” on transferring their services from the Company 
to the CroAvn; but on its having been announced that the 
■“ bounty ” claimed AA'as granted, all discontent disajjpeared, and 
the jArocess of amalgamation was jjeaceably effected. His Royal 
Highness the Field-Marshal Commanding-in-Chief tlien issued 
the folloAving General Order : — 

“ The General Commanding-in-Chief has received Her ” 
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1858. “ Majesty’s commands to make known to tlie Britisli Army” 
“ serving in India tliat the arrangements for consolidating the ” 
“ European forces of the Cromi in that country have now ” 
“ been comj)leted.” 

“ His Royal Hiorhness hails with satisfaction an event wliich ” 

r •> a 

“ he trusts may he conducive to the best interests of the ” 
“ Empire, whilst it will he of advantage to the troops whom it ” 
“ may concern.” 

“He feels persuaded that the glorious deeds of arms for” 
“ which the Line and Local Troops have been ever conspicuous ” 
“ AviU not be forgotten by them now that they are about to join ” 
“ one united Army, and that the only feeling of rivahy which ”, 
“ will henceforth exist between the various corps wiU he a higli ” 
“ spirit of emulation as regards discipline and good conduct ” 
“ dm’ing peace, and of gallant bearing and devotion, should their ” 
“ services be hereafter called for in the field.” 

“ In the name of the Army, the Commander-in-Chief most ” 
“ heartily and cordially welcomes to the ranlcs of the general 
“ service of the Crown, the Officers, Non-Commissioned Officei'S, ” 
“ and soldiers of the local services of the tlu-ee Presidencies in ” 
“ India.” 

“ Geoege,” 

“ General Commanding-in-Chief.” 


Lieutenant-General A. B. Roberts, C.B., who had for many 
years commanded the Bengal European Regiment, was appointed 
its Colonel; and Lieutenant-Colonel (now Major-General) F. O. 
Salushury, C.B., who had seiwed in the Regiment since 1842,. 
shortly afterwards assumed command of H.M. 101st Royal 
Bengal Fusiliers ; and under this latter Officer the Regiment took 
a prominent part in the Umbeyla Campaign, specially distinguishing 
itself on the 13th November, 1863, when, led by Colonel Salus- 
bury, it carried at the point of the bayonet the “ Craig’s picket,”" 





‘litlji'nh J. lu •Sir ii|>|irt' iH-Jirltt-. Itich fnllrii into (h(! 
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!(;( “ Stc -.icmS Iu’K’ojs'Uj 1 Jrriimcnt,” it iiiid <’Vcr hinni jiroininnulv 

• hi tl: •*! l-“i hrn-.n. iM''.*. urw l‘o!otit> \vrr«' pn-sonled to 
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»h i;* \\'!r.r!i'--trr Cntlii'dr.i!, \\!u’r'' thry now j-rst.) 

hi dt:** . ;'Sj r, ni t"d in tin' noinrnrlnturi! of tlio 
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liilr ' no r< f.-n si'-e to the country or service in which these 
Ihitt.ilioie ■Mh‘,< il sui-li sionn! distinction^, we inny rest nssiired 
liuit tin- " UoViil Muu'-tcr h'n-ilicrs " will ever nniintnin the 
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KlCCAPrrCLATlON. 

“'rill- Hi.'ioivof the llen^d Kurope:in Keoiment; nnd How 
il Helped to Win Jjidiii " has hcen told; its triumphs jiml its 
jilofies, its ivveff cs nnd its fuiliiiffs, huve nil heen faithfully re- 
corded; its hirth. infjiney, nml Military maturity forming perhaps 
the most varied and extraordinary narrative of the career of 
anv Militarv hodv to he found iti aneieiit or modern liistory. 

* For a nxio- ilrtailcd ncceaat of the Uaiheylii Campaign see Appendix F. 

i .See Froiiti'-pi' cc. 
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1858, The Officers and soldiers composing the “Bengal European 
Battalion” entered upon their Military duties far from their 
Native land, and on arrival in India they found themselves 
embodied in the service of the East India Company, without the 
prestige, patronage, or support of their parental Govemment; 
their career embracing as vailed records of ISIilitaiy adventure, 
hardships, daring, and victory as can be found in Greek or 
Roman history. Embarked in their profession, they had to 
advance into and subdue vast jiroA'inces, and even lungdoms, 
supported by trained Armies, enormous wealth, and unknown 
resources. Engaged in these campaigns, they had to endure heat 
greater than that of Parthia or Persia ; to traverse swarajis and 
forests at least equal to those described by Tacitus in Germania 
or Holland ; it may safely be sjiid that in the early ])art of their 
history they had scarce a better or safer base of operations than 
Cortes or PizaiTO ; and that, in fact, they carried this base with 
them, in their own self-reliance, fortitude, and coumge ; and had 
these attributes failed, then there was nothing left but flight, 
dispersion, and death. 

For many years of the East India Company’s wars and 
conquests, the Bengal European Regiment, expanding at times 
into several Battalions, formed the main strength of the small 
Armies which conquered and annexed the vast provinces and 
kingdoms now forming the Presidency of Bengal; in whose 
fortunes, it maj’- be said, rested the supremacy of British power and 
the foundation and consolidation of our Indian Empire in Bengal. 

The achievements which led to this ci'omiing residt have been 
detailed in the preceding pages; but, in addition, we will 
take a panoramic view of the signal and glorious exploits of tliis 
Regiment. 

Commencing with the defeat of Native Armies in Lower Bengal, 
they soon afterwards carried the British flag into the North- 
Western Pi’ovinces of India; deposed and appointed the Nawabs of 
Bengal, brought the Nawab Yazir of Oude, and even the Mogul 
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Emperor of Hindustan, as allies or sujijdiants into the Britisli 18 . 08 . 
•camp. In this career they confronted, defeated, and pursued tlie 
Marathas and the KohiUas; dictated the Government of tlie 
kingdom of Oude: and replaced u2)on his apparently lost throne 
the blind and jicrsecuted Mogul Emperor. Thus far wo have 
glanced at the services and conquests in which the Bengal 
European Begiment took part in the early days of its career 
las against the Native powers: but, serious as were the dangers 
■encountered .and obstacles overcome, more serious and more 
dangerous were the w<ars in which the Begiment took part 
against the French and the Dutch for the possession of 
Hindustan: skilled Commanders, •vrith well-disciplined Armje% 
took the field against the British, either as opponents with 
Native allies, or as subsidiary forces *.yith Native ^Monarchs or 


Pretenders. 

Tnese campaigns, in which the Bengal European Begiment took 
■SO prominent a rarr, finally swept away the fA>rr-'h-h?y. of France 
■and the tricolor of the Dutch from the plains and Fortresses of 
India: and k-ft England nmher unmolested hy forcdgn inter- 
o nnrsn-2 her career o: dominion and civilization up to 


ference 


•oiir ovrn rnn^- 

-j 




TIE.': 








— .ri 




538 


HKCAl’ITUl.ATION. 


1858. Regiment, in this state of cniciency, took a prominent part in the 
operations under Combermere; the final siege and capture of 
this Fortress, ivhicli in 1805 had resi.sted our rejioatcd iis.sault.«. 

After this inemorahle campaign there again followed a period of 
cantonment life of thirteen years, until the outbreak of the 
Afghan War in 1830, when the Bengal Jiinrojiean Regiment 
formed part of the British Army of inva.sion under Sir John 
Keane ; whose marches through deserts and pa.s.scs, with the 
hardships endured, the as.sault and cajiturc of the Forlrc.«s of 
Ghuznee, and subjection of Cabul, have been fully detailed. 

But a short interval of peace intervened for the 1st Bengal 
Eiu’opean Light Infantry iip to the sudden inva.sion of our 
ten'itory by the Seiks in 1845; the Battles of Ferozshah and 
Sobraon, with the details of exjJoits and terrible sacrifice of 
life, have been recorded, as well as the expressions of gmtitmlc 
received from H.M. the Queen, the Rai'liument of England, the 
Commandcr-in-Chief, and the Government of India, 

In 1852, the 1st European Bengal Fusiliers and the 2nd 
European Regiment traversed India from ^lecrut to Calcutta, to- 
embark for Burmah, where they took prominent jmrt in the 
operations which led to the defeat of the Burmese, the capture 
of Rangoon, and the annexation of Pegu. 

But four years of tranquillity until the outbreak of the great 
Indian Mutiny — 1857 — In withstanding and subduing the storm 
of which both the 1st and 2nd Bengal Fusiliers took such 
distinguished parts, from Budlec-ka-Serai, on the 8th June,, 
through the investment, storm, and capture of Dclhie, up to the 
termination of the war, October, 1858 ; including many minor and 
difficult operations. 

The reader may probably have surmised that a Regiment born 
under such rude circumstances, and amidst such untutored sur- 
roundings, brought up in the distraction of campaigns, battles,' 
and sieges, and scarcely in communication with Europe, might 
have been defective in the performance of Alilitary duties, and 
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careless in many of the requisite accessories of Eegimental 1858. 
training. Such, ho-\ve^'er, was bj’- no means the case; for when 
these European Ecgiments Avere relegated to tlie British CroAvn, 
they Avere not in any ]\lilitary attribute or social organization, a 
AA'blt inferior to any Eegiment in the British Line, past or 
present. 

Into that Line, on the 2nd May, 1861, passed the Bengal 
European Eegiment, AA-ith its decorations and its serAUces riclily 
emblazoned, gloriously renoAAmed, and briglitly coloured Avitli 
that impalpable halo called Glory — the glory of Duty aa'cII 
performed. 
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APPENDIX A. 


Df.cor.vtioks. 

In the year 1S28, the 1st Bengal Eurojioan Begiment bore upon its Colours 
the following decorations; — 

“ PlacKoy," “ Bohilcund,” " Al3-sortv‘ “Deig,” “Bhurtpore.” 

The 2nd Bengal European Begiment bore itpon its Colours the same 
<teconitit)ns, with tiic exception of “ Bhurtpore,” at the siege of which it was 
not present. 

In the year 18o0, these Begiments appear in the “ East India Register ” as 
bearing the decoi-ation “ Guzerat” in substitution for “ Mysore,” and in 1831 
'•Buxar” was substituted for “Bohilcund.” At this time the 2nd Bengal 
European Begiment had become the Left Wing of “The Bengal European 
Begiment,” 

I'ohilawd . — The decoration “ Bohilcund,” was home upon the Colours of 
the Begiment in commemoration of the two Bohilla campaigns, 1774 and 1794, 
in both of which the old 2nd Bengal European Regiment served before it was 
absorbed into the 1st in 1803, when the latter inherited the decoration; and 
it is unaccountable why “ Bohilcund ” should subsequently have been 
withdrawn. 

— Although the Bengal European Regiment was not present at any 
nclion fought in “Mj'sorc,” it had rendered singularly distinguished services 
ngainst Ilnidnr Ali, the ruler of M.ysore, when he invaded the Carnatic. Full 
details of this campaign ha\-e been recorded in Chapter XL, and it appears 
highlj’ probable that as no decoration — independent of medals— was, at the 
time, granted for the four years’ campaign against Haidar All, that the word 
“ Mj'sorc ” was subsequentlj'- placed on the Colours of the Regiment for 
the same service ; some of the Regiments of the Bengal Native Infantry bore 
the word “ Caniatic” on their Colours, but the decoration w'as not granted to 
H.^I. 73rd,*' the Bengal, or the hladras European Regiments, although the last 
was allowed to wear the decoration “ Sholingur.” It is clear, then, that if the 
Bengal European Regiment did not bear either “ Mysore ” or “ Carnatic ” on 
its Colours, it was entitled to “ Sholingur,” w'hich was granted to the sister 
Begiment of Madras for the same sendee, and inherited by “ The Royal 
Dublin Fusiliers,” 

Oiizcrat . — ^The decoration, “ Guzerat,” which is borne on the Colours of 
•“The Roj'al Munster Fusiliers,” and wliich was granted to the “Bengal 
European Begiment ” in substitution of one of the decorations withdrawn, is 
in commemoration of the campaign in “ Guzerat ” in the Bombay Bresidency, 
1804-5. Li the first “Guzerat” war, 1780, imder General Goddard, no 
• Afterwards the Tlst Foot ; now Ist Battalion Highland Light Infantry. 
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Bengal European soldiers were cinplo 3 ’ed, and even had the}’ served during- 
that war no decoration was granted. In the second “Gtizcrat” campaign^ 
1804-5, under Colonel hlun-aj*, some of the Bcngsil Native Infanti^- Ilcgiinents 
served; and the decoration “ Guzerat” was granted to such Regiments, buttlie 
“ Bengal European Regiment” was at this time fighting, under General Tjake, 
at the battle and siege of " Dcig,”nnd the unsuccessful assaults on Bhurtporc. 
Tlio Regiment, not having been present during either of the campaigns in 
“ Guzerat,” was not entitled to the decoration. 

Whilst reviewing the subject of “ Bccorntions,” prominent reference must 
be made to “ Condorc ” having been placed on the Coloui-s of the Madras 
I'luropean Regiment, and inherited by the Royal Dublin Fusiliers, in place 
of on those of the Bengal European Regiment, which was the only British 
Regiment emidoj’cd in the camiKiign in the Northern Circar.s, under Colonel' 
Fordo, during which the memorable battle of “ Condorc ” and the celebrated 
siege of “ hlxissulipatam ” were fought. It is a erlang injustice to the “ Royal 
Munster Fusiliers" that it should be denied the Decoration, “ Condorc,” to- 
which it is clearlj' entitled. 

The subject of the Decorations to which the Roj-al Bengal Fusiliers are- 
entitled was referred, in April, 188.3, by Colonel itlontagu Hall (then com- 
manding the Regiment) to the Horse Guards. The correspondence was- 
forwarded to the India Oliicc for rciiort. Ijord Kimberlej* states that “ Tlie 
Bengal European Regiment ” was present at the action of “ Condorc,” but 
the “Madras European Regiment "was not; and that, in his opinion, “ Con- 
dore ” should be placed on the Colours of the Royal Munster Fusiliers. See 
Appendix B, and G.O., Commander-in-Chief in India, November 22nd, 1868 
also Military Department, Fort St. George, September, 1877, &c. 

The Decorations to which “ The Royal Mxmstcr Fusiliers,” as successor to- 
the 1st and 2nd Bcngiil European Regiments, is entitled, are as follows : — 

“ Plassey,” “ Condorc,” “ Buxar,” “ Rohilcund,” " Sholingur,” “ Deig,”' 
“Bhurtpore,” “Afghanistan,” “Ghuznee,” “Fcrozshuhur,” “ Sobraon,” “Pun- 
jaub,” “ Chillianwallah,” “ Goozerat,” “ I’egii,” “Delhi,” “ Lucknow.” 


APPENDIX B. 


Governor-Genehal’s Tribute to H.M. 101st Royal Bengal Fusiliers. 

Headquarters, November 2nd, 1868. “Tlie Commander-in-Chief in India ”■ 
“ has great satisfaction in Jpublishing the Right Honourable the Governor- ” 
“ General’s order. No. 1010, of October SOth, 1868, in favom’ of the 101st 
“ Royal Bengal Fusiliers.” 

“ As shown by this order, the record of this Regiment contains the liistory 
“ of the advance of the British Arms from Calcutta to the Indus, and in- ”' 
“ eludes many campaigns beyond the limit of India.” 
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“ It is with a feeling of no orclinarj' gratification that His Excellency is able ” 
“ to assure the 101st Foot, when bidding the coij^s farewell, that in point of ” 
“ oixler, discipline, aiul efliciency the Kegiment, as now organized, is well ” 
“ worthy of its glorious histoiy.” 

“ No. 1010, dated October .OOth, 18GS. The 101st Royal Bengal Fusiliers ” 
“ being about to proceed to England, His Excellency the Viceroy and ” 
“ Goveraor-Genend in Council cannot allow this Regiment, the nucleus ” 
“ of which has existed in this Presidency, in some shape or another, for ” 
“ more than 200 years, and which has been formed as a Regiment, expanding ” 
“ at times into several Battalions, for 112 years, to take its departure Avith- ’’ 
“ out expressing in the strongest terms the apjircciation of the Government ” 
“ of India of its most valuable and distinguished services.” 

“ Sucessivcly as the Bengal European Regiment, the 1st European Regi- ” 
“ inent, the 1st European Light Infantry, and the 1st Bengal European ” 
“ Fusiliers, the Regiment served the Honourable the East India Company for ” 
“ more tiian 100 years ; and besides being actively engaged in nearly every ” 
“ part of its own Presidency, was detached to the Northern Circars of the ” 
“ Madras Presidency in IToS, and has subsequently served out of Bengal, in ” 
“ the C.arnatic, in Java, in the Island of Celebes, in Afghanistan from ” 
“ Ghuznee in one direction to Pushoot on the borders of Koonur in another, ” 
“ and in Burmah.” 

“ The distinguished conduct of the Regiment in the field as the senior ” 
“ Battalion of Infantry of the Bengal Army was proverbial ; and its Colours ” 
“ are covered with the names of operations in which it bore a prominent ” 
“ p.art. Some are not thus recorded, but the following list includes the more ” 
“ important of the campaigns, battles and sieges in which the Regiment ” 
“ has been engaged : — 

“ Defence of Fort William, against Suraj-o’-daulah in 1756, when four ” 
'■ Companies, of which the Corps was composed, were almost annihilated.” 

“ Capture of the Fort of Budge Budge, recaptm-e of Calcutta, battle of ” 

Chitpore, siege and capture of Chandernagore, capture of the Fort of” 
*• Kutwa, and battle of Plassey, 1756-1757.” 

“ Campaign against the French in the Northern Circars, in 1759, including ” 
“ the battle of Condore, and the siege and caprtue of Musulipatam.” 

“ Defeat of the Dutch force at Bedarrah, 1759.” 

“ Campaign against the Emperor of Delhie 1760-61, including the battles ’ 
•“ of Seeipore, Beeipore, and Suan, in which latter the French Mercenaries ” 
“ were defeated, and their leader, the celebrated ]NL Law, taken prisoner.” 

“War against the Meer Kassim, ex-Nawab of Mirrshedabad, 1763-65, and ” 
“ present at the battle of Jlanjee, near Patna, where four Companies ” 
“ were overwhelmed and destroyed after a gallant resistance, battle of ” 
“ Kutwah, capture of Murshedabad, battle of Gheriah, storm of the lines ” 
“ of Oodwah Nullah, capture of Monghyr, siege and storm of Patna, action ” 
“ near Patna, May 3rd, 1761, battle of Buxar, assault of Chunar, and battle ” 
“ of Kalpee.” 

“ In 1774, in the 1st EohiUa campmgn, under Colonel Champion, including ” 

2 K 
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“ the decisive action on St. George’s Day of that year, when Hafiz Kehmut ” 
“ was killed ; four Companies employed against Hyder Allee in the Carnatic ” 
“ from 1780-83, and presentatthereliefofWandiwash, battles of PortoNovo, ” 
“ Polilore, Solinghur, Veracundalore, 'relief of Vellore, battle of Arnee, and ” 
“ siege of Cuddalore.” 

“ Again employed in the second Rohilla war, under Major-General Sir ” 
“ Hobert Abercrombie, and suffered severely at the battle of Bittoorah, on ” 
“ the 26th October, 1794.” 

“ In Lord Lake’s campaign against the Maharattas in 1804-5, at the battle ” 
“ of Deig, siege and storm of Deig, and the first siege of Bhurtpore.” 

“ In Java, from 1812-15, and in the Island of Celebes in 1816, a detach- ” 
“ ment employed in the Terai during part of the Hepaul war, and two ” 
“ Companies employed against the Pindaries, in 1817-18.” 

“ The Bight Wing of the Begiment at the siege and capture of Bhurt- ” 
“ pore, 1826, and engaged in the assault.” 

“ Joined the Atiny of the Indus in November, 1838, and served during ” 
“ the first campaign in Afghanistan, 1839^4, and prominently engaged in ” 
“ the storm of Ghuznie, a detachment was employed at the attack' on the ” 
“ Port of Pushoot, in January, 1840.” 

“ On the Seiks crossing the Sutledge, in December, 1845, the Begiment " 
“ moved from the hUls by rapid forced marches, and was engaged at the ” 
“ battles of Perozshah and Sobraon, losing 20 Officers and 392 men, ” 
“ killed and wounded.” 

“ Engaged in the Burmese war, 1852, 53, and present at the recapture of ” 
‘ Pegu, relief of the Pegu garrison, and subsequent operations in the vicinity ” 
“ of that place.” 

“ In May, 1857, on the outbreak of the Indian Mutiny, moved with great ” 
" rapidity, notwithstanding the great heat, to UmbaUa, and thence marched ” 
‘‘ to DeUiie, was one of the foiu- Eegiments of British Infantry that served ” 
“ throughout the siege of that place, from the action of Budlee ka Serai, on ” 
“ the 8th June, 1857, to the final capture of the city on the 20th September, ” 
“ and was repeatedly distinguished specially in the assault, wehre it formed ” 
“ part of the Column led by Brigadier-General John Nicholson. The Eegi- ” 
“ ment lost 14 Officers and 305 men, killed and wmunded, at Delhie.” 

“ Served subsequently during the latter part of 1857 and in 1858, at the ” 
“ action of Narnoul, Gungeree, PattiaUee and Mynporie, at the siege and ” 
“ capture of Lucknow, and in various minor affairs in Oude.” 

“ These services, w’hich can hardly be surpassed by those of any Begiment ” 
“ in existence, were rendered when the corps belonged to the Army of ” 
“ the Honourable East India Company.” 

“ In 1861, the Begiment became H.M. 101st Boyal Bengal Fusiliers, and ” 
“ since then as one of H.hl. Begiments of the Line w-as employed in the ” 
“ operations at Umbeyla in October, November, and December, 1863, and ” 
" well maintained its precious reputation in the various struggles -with a ” 
“ brave foe throughout that arduous service.” 

“ The 101st Begiment jiow' proceeds to England for the first time of home ” 
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•“ Fervicc, mul it Iciwcs India full of honour, and wth a reputation for dis- ” 
•“ cipline and ediciency, as the Governor-General in Council is assured by ” 
■“ 11. E. the Connnander-in-Chief, quite rrorthy of its character for ” 
gallantry and endurance.” 

“ The Governor-Genei-al in Council is convinced th.at, -wherever the ” 
'• 101st Ilefrinient goes, it will maintain its ancient renown, and H.E. in ” 
•' Council desires to assure the llegiincnt that the Goveniment in India is ” 
proud to send such a Corps to take its place in lilngland -with the Bat- ” 
talions of Her Jfost Gracious Arajesty there stationed.” 

“ By order of II.E. the Connnander-in-Chief,” 

II. E. Loxgotik, Coloxel,” 

“ Ailjutaiit-Gcneral." 


Al’PEEDlX C. 


XoriKlCATIOX. 

‘•Four IViLLUM, Foreign' DErAEXjiEXT.” 

30di Jimc, 1853. 

Ix the proclamation by which the Province of Pegu was annexed to the ” 
British Dominions in the East, the Governor-General in Council declared ” 
*• that he desired no furtlicr conquest in Burmah, and wasrvilling to consent ’’ 
•“ that hostilities shoidd cease. Tdiereafter the Burman troops were ” 
cverjwvhere nithdrav'n. The King was dethroned by his brother, the ” 
•“ Mcngdoon Prince, and an envoy was sent from Aven to sue for peace. ■’ 
•• llie Bunnan envoy, confessing their inability to resist the power of the ” 
— British Government and submissively soliciting its forbearance, announced ” 
■“ its willingness to sign a Treaty in accordance -with the Proclamation, ” 
•• objecting only to the frontier being placed at Aleaday. The Government ” 
•• of India, while it maintained its imdoubtful right to fix the frontier where ” 
it had been placed, at the same time gave signal proof of the sincerity of ” 
" its desire for the renewid of friendly relations between the states : for, in ” 
the hope of at once concluding a treaty of peace, the Governor-General in ” 
” CoimcU consented to -withdraw the frontier from Aleaday, and to place it ” 
in strict confirmity to the most liberal wording of the Proclamation, ” 
•• immediately to the northward of Prome and Toungoo cities, which have ” 
-• been described at aU tunes as within the Xorthern limits of Pegu, in the ’’ 
official records of transactions between the two states.” 

“ But when tliis concession was offered, the Burman envoy, wholly " 
receding from his previous declarations, refused to assent to any treaty by " 
which a cession of territory should be made. Thereupon the negotiations ” 
were at once broken off. the frontier of the British territories was finally ” 
'■ fixed to the northward of Meaday and Toungoo, and the envoy was ” 
directed to quit the camp.” 

“ Tlie envoy proceeded to the capital, -a-hence he has now conveyed to ” 
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“ the Government of India the sentiments and proposals of the Court of 
“ Ava.” 

“ The King expresses his desire for the cessation of War. The lung 
“ anounces that ‘ orders have been issued to the Governors of the districts ’ 

“ ‘ not to allow the Burmese troops to attack the territories of Meaday and ’ ” 
“ ‘ Toungoo, in which the British Government have placed their garrisons. ’ ” 
“furthermore, the lung, has set at liberty the British subjects who had”' 
“ been carried prisoners to Aven ; and he has expressed his wish that ‘the ’ 

“ ‘ merchants and people of both countries should be allowed, in ’ ’’ 
“ ‘ accordance with former friendship, to pass up and dovm the river for ’ 

“ ‘ the purpose of trading.’ Mindful of the assurance he gave that 
“ hostilities would not be resumed so long as the Court of Ava refrained 
“ from disputing our quiet possession of the Province of Pegu, the 
“ Governor- General in Council is willing to accept the pacific declarations ” 
“ and acts of the King as a substantial proof of his acquiescence in the 
“ proposed conditions of peace, although a formal treaty has not been ” 
“ concluded. AVherefore the ..Governor-General in Council permits the ” 
“ raising of the river blockade, consenting to the renewal of former 
“ intercourse with Ava, and now proclaims the restoration of peace. Ilie 
“ Army of Ava ■will no longer be maintained on a war establishment. At ”■ 
“ the same time, a force will be peimanently retained in Pegu, adequate 
“ for its defence and fully prepared for the event of war. The Governor- 
“ General in Council, while he announced the successive events of the war, 

“ has gladly seized each fitting occasion for bestowing promptly on the ” 
“ several Officers whose services were mentioned with distinction, the 
“ cordiffi thanks and approbation of the Government of India. His 
“ Lordship in Council deems it imnecessary now to repeat in detail 
“ acknowledgments of individual merit that are stiU so recent ; but he cannot ” 
“ close the record of this war without again conveying to the services 
“ generally an assurance of the admiration ■with' which he has viewed the 
“ combined exertions, which under God’s good pro'vidence, the supremacy 
“ of our power in the east has once more been asserted and upheld, (liere 
“ follows the thanks of the Govermnent to individual Officers).” 

“ In testimony of the sense that is enteiiained of the services and conduct 
“ of the combined force, the Governor-General in Council is pleased to ” 
“ direct that a donation of six months batta shall be issued to all the ” 

“ Officers, Non-commissioned Officers and men of the several Naval and ” 

“ Military forces that have been employed dirring the progress of the war 
“ -^vith Burma. And it shall be the further care of the Governor-General ” 
“ in Council to bring their services and conduct under the special notice, ” 

“ and to commend them to the most favourable consideration of Her ”■ 
“ Majesty’s Government, and of the Honourable Court of Directors.” 

“ By Order,” 

“ (Signed) J. P. Grant,” 

“ Official Secretary to the Government of India.”' 
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Proclamation. 


■“ Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain ” 
••• and Ireland, and of the Colonies and Dependencies thereof in Europe, ’’ 
“ Asia, Africa, America, and Ansh-alia, Queen, Defender of the Eaith.” 

“ Vhereas, for divers weighty reasons, we have resolved, by and with the ’’ 
advice and consent of the Lords .Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in ” 
Parliament assembled, to take upon ourselves the Government of the ” 
“ territories of India, heretofore administered in trust for us by the Honour- ” 
■“ able EasilndiaCompanj’. Now, therefore, we do by these presents notify ” 
“ and declare that by the advice and consent aforesaid, we have taken upon ” 
'* oui'selves the said Government, and we hereby call upon all our subjects ” 
*■ ndthin the said territories to be faithful, and to bear true allegiance to us, ” 
“ our heirs, and successors, and to submit themselves to the authority of those ” 
'• whom we may hereafter from time to time see lit to appoint to administer ” 
“ the Government of our said territories in our name and on our behalf." 

'• And we, reposing especial trust and confidence in the loyalty, ability, " 
and judgment of our right trusty and well-beloved cousin and councillor ” 
“ Charles John Viscount Canning, do hereby constitute and appoint him, ” 
■“ the said Viscount Canning to be our First Viceroy and Governor-General " 
•“ in and over our said territories, and to administer the Government thereof ” 
■“ in our name, and generally to act in our name and on our behalf, subject " 
■“ to such orders and regulations as he shall, from time to time, receive from " 
us through one of our principal Secretaries of State." 

“ And, we hereby confirm in their several offices, cml and military, all ” 
■“ persons now employed in the service of the Honourable East India Com- ” 
•“ pany, subject to our future pleasure, and to such laws and regulations as " 
may hereafter be enacted." 

“ We hereby announce to the Native Princes of India that all treaties and " 
•“ engagements made with them by, or under the authority of, the Honourable " 
East India Company are by us accepted and will be scrupulously main- " 
“ tained ; and we look for the like observance on their part." 

“ We desire no extension of our present territorial jDOSsessions ; and while ” 
we wll pennit no aggression upon our dominions or our rights to be " 
■“ atteinjited with impunity, we shall sanction no encroachment on those of ” 
others. We shall respect the rights, dignitj’-, and honour of the native ” 
■“ princes as our own, and we desire that they, as well as our own subjects, ” 
should enjoy that prosperity and that social advancement which can only be ” 
secured by internal peace and good Goverimient.” 

“ We hold ourselves bound to the natives of our Indian territories by the ” 
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“ Knine obligntioiiK of duty which hind u-* to nil o>ir other nulijccta ; niid lho!!r! 

' “ ohligiitions, by the bh‘H*iiug of Almiglity (5od, wcnlitvll fiiithfully nod enn- 
“ Bcientioufily fulfd." 

“ Finnly relying oiubcIvi'k on the truth of (lIiriBtitinity, nml ncknowledging " 
with gintitndo the Kolacc of religion, we di.-iehiini idike the right nnd the ” 
desire to impose our convictions on nny of our subjects. IVe declare if 
“ to he oTvr Koyid will nnd ideasure thnt none he in nny wise favoured, none '' 
“ inole.slcd or disrjuieted, hj- reason of their religious faith or olHervane.es, " 
“ but that all filmll alike enjoy thecipml and impartial jiroteetion of the law; " 
" and we do slnctly charge and enjoin all tho->e who ma,v he in authority under " 
" UB that they abstain from all interference with the religious belief or '* 
“ worsldp of nny of our subjects on pain of our higlU’.Ht displeasure." 

“ And it is further our wilt that, so far a.H maybe, our stdijeets. of whatever " 
“ incc or creed, bo freely nnd impartially admitted to oirure;', in our service, " 
“ the duties of which lliey may be (pialified, by flieir education, ability, atid " 
“ integrity, duly to discharge." 

“ AVe know nud respect tlie feelings of nttnchnuuit wifii which the Nntive.s " 
“ of Itulia regard the lauds initerited Iw them from their ancestors, and we " 
" desire to protect them in all right.s conneett'd tlierewith, subject to the "■ 
'* equitable demands of the State: and we will that, generally, in fniming nnd " 
“ administering the law, due regard be paid to the ancient rights, U'^age.s nnd " 
" customs of India." 

“ We deeply lament the evils nnd misery which have been brought ujion " 
“ fndia by the acts of ambitious men. who have deceived their countrymen by " 
“ false reports, and led them into open rebellion. Ourjiower has been shown ’’ 
" by the suiipre.ssion of that rebellion in the field ; we desire to .show our " 
“ mercy by pardoning the offences of those who have been thus misled, hut " 
“ who desire to return to the jiath of duty." 

“ Alreadj-, in one jirovince. with the view to stop the further effusion of ’’ 
“ blood, and to hasten the jmcification of our Indian dominions, our Viceroy 
“ and Governor-General has held out the expectation of pardon, on certain " 
“ terms, to the gi-eat majority of those who, in the late unhappy disturbances," 
“ have been guilty of offenccR against our Government, and has declared ” 
“ the punishment which will be inflicted on those whose crimes place them ” 
“ beyond the reach of forgiveness. AVe approve nnd confinn the said act ” 
“ of our A’iceroy and Governor-General, nnd do further announce and pro- 
“ claim as follows : — 

“ Our clemency will be extended to all offendei-s, save and except those " 
“ who have been or .shall be coindcted of having directly taken part in the "■ 
“ murder of British subjects. 

AA^ith regard to such, the demands of justice forbid the exercise of mercy. " 
“ To those who have rvillingly given asylum to murderers, knowing them " 
“ to be such, or who may have acted as lenders or instigators in revolt, their ” 
“ lives alone can be guaranteed ; but in appointing the penalty due to such 
“ persons, full consideration will bo given to the circumstances under which ” 



APPENDIX. 


551 


“ they liave heen induced to throw off their allegiance, and large indulgence ” 
“ will he shown to those whose crimes may appear to have originated in ” 
“ a too credulous acceptance of the false reports circulated hy designing men. ” 

“ To all others in arms against the Government, we hereby promise uncon- ” 
“ ditional pardon, amnesty, and oblivion of all offences against ourselves, our ” 
“ Crown and dignity, on their return to their homes and peaceful pursuits. ” 
“ It is our Royal pleasure that these terms of grace and amnesty should ” 
“ be extended to all those who comply with these conditions before the first ” 
“ day of January next.” 

“ When, by the blessing of Providence, internal tranqinllify shall be ” 
“ restored, it is our earnest desire to stimulate the peaceful industry of India, ” 
“ to promote works of public utilify and improvement, and to administer its ” 
“ Government for the benefit of all our subjects resident therein. In their ” 
“ prosperify will be'our streuofth ; in their contentment, our secmify ; and in ” 
“ their gratitude, our best reward. And may the God of all Power grant ” 
“ imto us, and to those in authority under us, strength to carry out these our ” 
“ wislies for the good of om' people.” 

“ Proclamation dated November 1st, 1858.” 
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Extract Official Papers, Fort William iDuTAKY Depot, April 10th, 1861. 

11 — ^Dispatch 28. paras. 10, 11, 17, 23, 26. “It is desired by ILliL’s Govern- ” 
“ ment to maintain as integral Regiments, the three oldest European Regi- ” 
“ ments of the Bengal Presidency, and aU of the three Regiments of the ” 
“ Madras and Bombay Presidencies are to keep the men who are in each of ” 
“ these Corps, and who may volimteer for H.ilL's General Service in the ” 
“ Regiments, which, when transferred to the Line, wfil represent those to ” 
“ which they now respectively belong.” 

“ 13 — having graciously determined to mark her estimation of the ” 
“ services of her Indian Annies, by conferring the distinction of ‘ Royal ’ ” 
“ upon three of the Em'opean Regiments, and by selecting for this honour ” 
“ one Regiment from each Presidency, the selection of which has been left ” 
“ by H-M. to the judgment and discretion of the Governor- General of India, ” 
“ the Yiceroy and Governor-General in Council has much gratification in ” 
“ annovmcing that the following Regiments will henceforward bear the ” 
“ honourable designation of ■ Royal Regiments ’ ” : — 

“ The 1st Bengal Fusiliers,” 

“ The 1st Madras Fusiliers,” 

“ The 1st Bombay Fusiliers.” 
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“ 14 — The three older Kegiments in the several Presidencies will thus he ” 
“ converted into Eegiments in H.h£ General Army, and will he re-numhered ” 
“ and designated as follows ” : — 

“ The 101st Regiment of Foot (Royal Bengal Fusiliers),” 

“ The 102nd Regiment of Foot (Royal hladras Fusiliers),” 

“ The 103rd Regiment of Foot (Royal Bombay Fusiliers),” 

“ Tlie 104th Regiment of Foot (Bengal Fusiliers),” 

“ The 105th Regiment of Foot (Madras Liglit Infantry),” 

“ The 106th Regiment of Foot (Bombay Light Infantry),” 

“ The 107th Regiment of Foot (Bengal Infantry),” 

“ The 108th Regiment of Foot (Madras Infantry),” 

“ The 109th Regiment of Foot (Bombay Infantry).” 

“ 15 — ^Despatch 28, paras. 17, 23-26. The Corps transferred to H.M. ” 
“ Service wiU retain all honorary distinctions which they have won. Tliese ” 
“ -will be borne on appointments and Colours, or in the Army List, in such ” 
“ manner as H.M. Government may think best suited to the arm of the ” 
“ Service to which the Corps belong.” 

“ 21 — The immediate issue of bounty to men volunteering is hereby ” 
“ authorized on their making the declaration appended to this G.O. before a ” 
“ justice of the peace or magistrate.” 


APPENDIX F. 


The following is an account of the services of H.M. 101st Royal Bengal 
Fusiliers whilst employed in the Umbeyla Campaign, 1863 : — 

“ In August, 1863, rumours were current of the disturbed state of our ” 
“ relations mth some of the frontier hill tribes in connection with the colony ” 
“ of fanatics at Litana and Mulkol, and also of the uneasy feeling existing ” 
“ amongst the hill tribes in Hayara ; it was therefore determined to send ” 
“ the 101st Regiment into the Hayara hills, partly as a demonstration, and ” 
“ partly for the recovery of the men’s health, which, though it had gradually ” 
“ improved since their arrival at Rawul Pinder, was still very unsatisfactory. ” 
“ The regiment took up quarters at Abbottaba, and on the 4th October ” 
“ orders Avere received from Sir NeviUe Chamberlain, K.C.B., commanding ” 
“ in Hayara, for the regiment to move across the Indus to a place in ” 
“ Ensufyze called SAvabage, and it was further directed that the regiment ” 
" must be at that place by tbe 14th of October, AA'hich Avas effected, although ” 
“ the marches AA^ere very difficult. It AA-as well knoAAm that Avhatever service ” 
“ AA-as to be performed the 101st Avould share in it, and the young soldiers, ” 
“ for AAuth very feAV exceptions the Avhole of the regiment Avas comprised of ” 
“ veiy young soldiers, and had never seen serAuce, burned Avith ardour for ” 
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•“ their maiden fight, and remembering the gallant deeds of the old regiment " 
•“ were eager to have their first brush with the enemy under the new colours ” 
■“ of the lOlst After a halt of a few daj-s the camp was broken up, and the ” 
“ force destined to enter the hills assembled on the 18tb of October. In ” 
“ addition to the 101st there were tile splendid 71st Highlanders, under the 
■“ command of Colonel Hope, C.B., some Iloyal Artillery, and numerous ” 
“ (though weak) native corps. On the 20th of October the Ensufj’ze Field ” 
. 1 . Porcc (as it was now designated) entered the hills under the personal ’’ 
“ command of Sir Hevillc Chamberlain bj* the Umbeyla Pass, leading from ” 
“ Ensufyr.e into the Chumla valley. The force arrived at the fort of the pass ” 
*• after a most fatiguing march. Tlie enemy were (piite taken by surprise, or " 
“ othei'wisc tlie pass could not have been forced without much labour and very ” 
•“ severe loss, in consequence of the natural difllculties and many splendid ” 
-• opportunities offered for defence, there being on each side, within gunshot, ” 
“ hills which wore almost inaccessible. The pass itself was filled with dense 
•“ jungle and enormous stones, an immense water-course rumung domi the ■’ 
•• centre. Tlie troops could only move in single file. At first there were no ” 
■“ signs of the enemy, but after the first three days they appeared in vast ” 
numbers and lost no opportunity of attacking the position of the British ” 
“ troops. Hie duties imposed on our troops were very severe indeed, far ” 
“ harder than usually fall to the lot of soldiers ; for nearly four weeks the ” 
•“ men never had their accoutrements off, .save for the purpose of washing, ” 
“ and for five weeks no tents were pitched, the men lying on the bare ” 
“ ground without a covering of any kind. On the ISth of November, the ” 
•“ iOlst, led by Lieutenant-Colonel Salusbury, carried a position in the upper ” 
“ heights on the right defence called the Crag picquet, which had fallen into ” 
the hands of the enemy, and which so long ns they held it conmianded our ” 
upiier camp entirol}'. The loss to the 101st was 5 killed and 2G wounded, ” 
“ and the Regiment received the thanks of the General Commanding for 
•“ this exploit. On the 18th of November the General ehanged his ijosition ” 
•“ on the left heights and cst.ablished himself on the right heights. The ” 
“ enemy then made several attacks, and inflicted considerable loss on the ” 
“ British forcc.s. Amongst those killed was Lieutenant Chapman, Adjutant " 
of the 101st. Lieutenant Chapman was as g:illant and noble a soldier as ’’ 
ever wore the British uniform, and although he was mortally wounded, he ” 
“ knelt down beside Captain Smitli, of the 71st, who had been badly shot, 

“ and began to dress his wounds. He refused to be carried away, as he said it 
was useless, he being mortally wounded, but he urged the removal of ” 
Cajjtain Smith. Li the meantime the enemy made a desperate rush, and ” 
both these officers fell into their hands and were hacked to pieces, their •’ 
heads being cut off and their bodies shockingly mangled. Li Lieutenant ” 
Ch.apman the 101st lost an officer of rare abilitj-, of untiring energy, the ” 
“ perfect tjq>e of an English gentleman and a British officer. On the 20th of " 
•“ November the enemy made a most vigorous assaidt on the British position, ” 
particularly against the Crag picquet, wliich was partly comprised of men ” 
from the 101st Regiment. This was attacked by overwhelming numbers ” 
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“ n7ul fninlly ovei’powcrcd ; tlic 101st lost two ofl'icers and dcveii iin'ti killed, " 

“ and 25 wounded. Tito two oflicers killed were J'jnBi;,ui Alfjenion .Sanderson 
“ and Assistant-Surgeon Pill, both of whom behaved with marked gallantly. ” 

" On this day General Chainborhdn was wounded, and the Tlst (led ly Colonel '' 

“ Hope, C.B., who was also wounded) lost several men. About the Oth of " 

“ November the British forecs reeeived some reinforeements, amongst them ” 

“ the 7th Iloj’al Fusiliers and the t)i>rd Highlanders, half a battery of Hoyal ’■ 

“ Artillery, with two or three native regiments, bringing the strength up to ’’ 

“ nearly 9,000 men. General Garvock, commanding the J’eshawur Division, ” 
“ also arrived to relieve General Chamberlain of the command. On the 15th ” 

“ the enemy’s position was attacked, and the forccs were divided into two ” 

“ divisions of 2,500 each, the remaining -1,000 being left in charge of the ” 
“ camp. The 101st behaved with great gallantry. Nothing could resist the " 
“ daring advance of the Begiment, and the men did not stop until the prize ’’ 
“ was theirs. Tn the as.saidt only one was killed and 1.0 wounded. Other” 
“ ohgagcinents took place, the 101st rendering valuable scm’ce. Hie men " 
“ experienced gi-eat hardshijis, having to lie on the bare ground with only a ” 
“ blanket to protect them from the rain. After a treaty had been concluded, ” 
“ the Brigade to which the 101st was att.ached destroyed several villages ’* 
“ occupied by the “ fanatics,” the Brigade encamping agiun at ICnsuf^ue on " 
“ the 1st of .Tanuarj', 180*1. The Bi-igade was then broken up, and the lOlst ” 
“ loft on its way back to quarters at Kawnl Pindcr, having in the campaign ” 
“ lost 87 olTicers and men, killed and wounded. The oflicers wounded were ” 
“ Lieutenant C. lligge and Ensign C. Stockley. Brigadier Wilde, C.B., who ” 
“ commanded the Brigade of which the 101st formed part, conveyed to " 
“ Lieutenant-Colonel Salusbury and the oflicers and men by genci-al order ” 
the high appreciation he entertained of the cheerful, high-spirited, ■\rilling, " 
“ and soldierlike manner in which all duties had been performed and all " 
“ hardships borne by the Begiment. Twice the Begiment did good service 
“ under his command, first in retaking the Crag picquet on the l.Oth of " 
“ November, and secondly in stonning the conical hill on the 15th of 
“ December, 1SG.8. Colonel 'Wiklc testified to both officers and men having " 
“ faithfully done their duty with credit to themselves and honovir to their ’’ 
“ Begiment. 'I’lie 101st marched into Bawul Binder on the 11th of .Tanuarj’, " 
“ 18C4, and left on the 20th of December for Dugshai. On their departure 
“ a general order was issued bj’ Brigadier-General A. Tucker, C.B., exjiress- ” 
“ ing the high estimation in which he held this distinguished Begiment, and 
“ his deep regret at its departure from under his command. He also spoke ” 
“ of the exemplary conduct of the men, which he said reflected the highest 
“ credit on Lieutenant-Colonel Salusbmy and the officei-s. The Brigadier ” 
“ went on to say that when detached from his Bilgade to join the force ” 
■“ assembling on the frontiers, their cheerful alacritj’ in meeting and over- ” 
“ coming all difficulties, their gallant bearing and their indomitable pluck 
“ when- brought hand to hand mth the enemy was notorious, and it was with 
“ peculiar gratification that he (the Brigadier-General) had placed on the ” 
■“ breasts of so many soldiers of this gallant Begiment the medal bestowed 
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“ on them In- Her Majesty for ‘ distinguished service in the field.’ Gallantly ” 
“ had the lOIst, in tlie i-ecent campaign, maintained the fame of the old ” 
“ 1st Tleng.d Fusiliers, ■whose ■various victories thej- bear inscribed upon ” 
“ their present Colours.” 


APPENDIX G. 


E.\tr.\ct of Lctteu from Lif.utek.iot-Coi.on'el Douglas Seaton tO’ 
Caitatn I3inniT.rn, ri;gai:i)ing the Services of Surgeon-JLajor 
•T. P. llROl-GIlAM. 

Tni'.UE is one Ollicer who has been recently moved from the Regiment ’’ 
'■ to superior employ, wliose great sen-ices I desire to bring prominently to ” 
“ notice. Surgeon J. P. Brougham, ]M.D., is the Oflicor I allude to ; it 
“ is impossible to speak too highly of the professional services of Di-. ’’ 
“ Brongliam, no pi-aise of mine can be too great for all he has done for ” 
“ the ofRccrs and soldiers of this Regiment as its Surgeon to Delhi, and 
“ from the day of its march from Dugshaic until he was appointed Field 

Surgeon in September last, his exertions have been unwearied, luu'e- ” 
“ mitting, and invaluable, the large number of wounded men, the numerous ” 
“ cases of amputation, the remarkable success which attended all his opera- ’’ 
“ tions. are well-known. 1 only allude to them to recall them to notice. ” 
*• I.et. me mention that most unfortunate circumstances have alone pre- " 
“ vented the eminent services of Surgeon Brougham being brought " 
“ forward to notice, indeed, he with others Imve suffered much by tlie 
“ following contingencies -. — ” 

“ Colonel Welshman, severely wounded at Delhi, sent away invalided, " 
“ unable to uTite a despatch."’ 

“ jMajor Jacob, killed at Delhi, no despatcli from him.” 

“ Colonel H. P Burn, Lieutenant-Colonel Dunsford, Captain Caulfield, 

“ held command for too short a period to wan-ant their bringing Officers' 

“ serrices to notice.” 

“ Colonel Gerr.ard, killed at Narroul, no despatch.” 

“ Brigadier Sir F. Seaton, in command for six weeks, too actively employed ” 
“ to be able to re^\-iew the services of the Regiment.” 

“ Captains Cunliffe and Hume and Major Denniss, all on command for ” 
“ shoi-t pei-iods, and as temporary Conunandants, did not feel themselves ” 
“ justified in noticing the past conduct of their Officers ■without being ” 
“ especially called upon to do so." 

“ hlay I, therefore, avail myself of the opening now offered ine, and solicit ” 
“ General Sir Hope Grant’s recommendation of this most excellent and highly- 
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■“ deserving OUicer. I Ijolievc tlmt tlic whole Kcgiinent would ho greatly ” 
“ gratified to see that much -respected incdic;d adviser and friend awarded. ” 
“ So impressed am I from all .1 have heen told of the value of Dr. " 
“ Brougham’s servdees, J helievc 1 am onl}' doing him simply justice in ” 
“ bringing his services to jiotice at this jiaiticular time. I believe tlic ” 
■“ General knows quite sufficient of Dr. Brougham to accept with kindly ’’ 
•“ considerjition this appeal on his behalf.” 



INDEX. 


A. 

Ah<rcroinhii, Sir Jloh/ii. !it tlic battle 
of Baitiun, 27.'). 

Arhimil;/, LkutawDt ,1. 7-^., voluntcer.s 
for the Bengal European llcgi- 
inent from 11.1^1. .S4tli. 178. 

Addins-. Major .Mm. commands the 
Bengal Anuy, 1-M; clcfc.ats the 
enemy at Kutwah, 147 ; at the 
battle of Geriah, 140; captures 
the enemyV fortified camp at Snti, 
I.'):)*, .stonn and capture of the 
fortifications at Undw.ah Nsild, 
100 ; capture of Patna, 173 ; his 
death. 174. 

Adji River, victory on. under Glenn, 
145. 

Adrict, Captuiu. commands the Ben- 
gal European Eeginient at Con- 
dore, 74 ; his cle.ath, 79. 

Aqniic, Mr. Fons. his murder, 41G. 

Gir Said, Emperor of Delhic, 
death of, 111. 

Aliind, battle of, .”90. 

AUahahad, Fortrcx.<i of, captimed, 219 : 
sold to the Iving of Oude, 245. 

Alien, Sergeant, Bengal European 
Regiment, gallantry at the siege 
of Bhurtpore (1805), 302. 

Ahlon, Lieutenant George, Bengal 
Europe.an Regiment, liis death, 109. 

Amherst, Governor General, his policy 
regarding Bhurtpore, 326. 

Amichand, is deceived into joining in 
the plot against Siraju ’d daulah, 
51 ; his death, 68. 

Amijatt, Mr., Member of Council, 
is sent to Monghyr on a mission to 
Slir Kassim. 137; is murdered,. 
138. 


Annndrciz, Gajapati, Raja, applies- 
for British assistance to drive the 
French from the Northern Circars, 
73; treaty concluded with the 
British, 75; duplicity' and de- 
sertion of, SI ; ne-vv treaty with, 
142 ; at the siege of Jlussulipatam, 
93. 

Anderson, Lieutenant IF. A., wounded 
at Slnltan, 416 ; his murder, 416. 

Anderson, Dr., killed at Patna, 169. 

Arntc, battle of, 267, 

Arracan, account of, 432. 

Aseiff 111 daulah, the King of Oude,. 
succeeds to tlie throne, and tenns 
of succession, 249 ; appeals for 
British aid ag.ainst the Rohillas, 
274. 

Auckland, L.ord, Governor-General,. 
liis policy regarding Afghanistan,. 

ooo 


B. 


Dictura, battle of, 275. 

Baj Baj, The Fort of, sti’engthened 
and reinforced by Mant&chand,. 
20 ; capture of, 21. 

Banks, Major, commanding the Resi- 
dency, his death, 507. 

Barce, the action of, 524. 

Barnard, General, commands the 
British Army before Delliie, and 
death of, 463. 

“ Batta,'’' explanations regarding, 
231 ; productive of mutiny', 232. 
Bederra, battle of, against the Dutch,. 
104. 
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JBeatson, Lieutenant, Interpreter and 
Quartermaster 1st Bengal Euro- 
pean Regiment, severely wounded 
at the battle of Ferozsliah, 390; 
mortally wounded at the battle of 
Sobraon, 406. 

-Beei-pore, battle of, Captain Knox 
defeats the Army under Kuddum 
Hussain, 122. 

Benares, City of, occupation of, 

212 . 

JBengal European Regiment, formation 
of, 16 ; nominal roll of the first , 
Officers, 17 ; ' capture of the fort'of 
BajBaj, 25; assault and capture of 
Hugh, 29; atChitpore,32; capture 

■ of Chandemagore, 41 ; capture of 

.. ithe fort of Kutwah (1757), 55 ; at 

the battle of Plassey, 59 ; accom- 
pany the British expedition to the , 
Northern Circars, 72 ; the battle 
of Condore, 76 ; capture of the 
French camp, 79 ; occupation of 
. Rajamundri, 81 ; capture of the 
French settlement at Narsurpore, 

• 83; at Mussulipatam, 86 ; left-wing 

■ engaged at the battle of Bederra, 
104; take the field against Shah 
Aliim, 112 ; defence of Patna 
■(1760), 120; battle of Seerpore, 
117 ; battle of Suan, 130 ; de- 
tachment of, under Captain Car- 
stairs, escape from Patna, 140 ; 
pursued by the Nawab Mir Kas- 
■sim’s troops, are defeated and 
made prisoners, 141 ; at the battle 
•of Kutwah, 147 ; at the battle of 
Geriah, 149 ; capture of the en- 
•entrenched position at Suti, 153 ; 
•assault and capture of the fortifi- 
•ciitions at Undwah Nala, 159 ; at 
the capture of Monghyr, 164 ; 
murder of four companies, 165 ; 
desertion of foreign soldiers from, 
183 ; defence of Patna, 191 ; 
battle of Buxar, 204 ; occupation of 
Benares, 212 ; battle near Benares, 
218 ; capture of Allahabad, 219 ; 
capture of Chunar, 220 ; battle of 
Kalpi, 221 ; capture of Bridge- 
,ghur, 253 ; capture of the fort of 
Kammgalli, and relief of Wandi- 
wash, 257 : assault of ChUam- 

' bram, 259 ; Porto Novo, 261 ; 2nd 


Bengal European Regiment — cont. 
relief of Wandiwash, 263 ; cap- 
ture of Tripassore, and battle of 
PoUUore, 264 ; Sholinghur, 265 ; 
Veracundalore and VeUore, 266; 
Arnee, 267 ; Cuddalore, 269 ; 
battle of Boetura, 275 ; capture 

. of the fortress of Gwalior, 287; 
battle of Deig, 289 ; capture 
of the fortress of Deig, 293 ; siege 
of Bhurtpore (1805), 298; foian 
part of Lord Lake’s flying colmnn 
marching to Lahore, 308 ; ex- 
pedition to Macao, 311 ; expedi- 
tion to Java, 312 ; Nepal War, 
316 ; Pindarie War, 318 ; capture 
of Bhurtpore, 334 ; Afghan War, 
339 ; at siege and capture of 

, Ghuznee, 352 ; siege and capture 
of the fort of Pooshut, 359 ; made 
Light Infantry for ser-rices during 
the Afghan War (1839-40), 359 ; 
the Sutlej War, 369; the battle of 
Ferozshah, 379 ; the battle of 
Sobraon, 399 ; created the 1st 
European Bengal Fusiliers, 412 ; 
at Lahore, 429 ; in Burmah, 434 ; 
storm and capture of Pegu, 435 ; 
rehef of the Pegu garrison, 437 ; 
capture of the Gongoh stockade, 
443 ; at Budlee-ka-Serai, 459 ; at 
Eed Gar, 462 ; Subzi Mundi, 465 ; 
attack “ Ludlow Castle,” 468 ; 
at Nujjufghur, 470 ; at the attack 
on the Caslmiere Bastion, 474 ; 
at the siege and capture of 
Delhie, 475-488; at the battle 
of Namoul, 497 ; at the affair 
at Gungehri, 501 ; action at 
Puttialee, 503 ; at Mynpoorie, 
504 ; at Alam-bagh, 513 ; at the 
assault of Lucknow (March, 1858) 
516; with Sir Hope Grant’s fljnng 
brigade, 524 ; at the action 
at Baree, 524; designated H.M. 
lOlst Royal Bengal Fusiliers, 530 ; 
designated the 1st Battalion 
Royal Munster Fusiliers, 534. 

Bhurtpore, Fortress of attempt to cap- 
ture (1805), 297 ; siege and capture 
of, 327. 

Bridge-ghur, the Fort of, captured by 
the British .Army under Major 
Popham, 253. 
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Jiitrcll, Lieutenant-Colonel . David, 
-Bengal European Regiment, ap- 
pointed to command tlie Regiment 
proceeding on the Sutlej war, 371 ; 

• appointed Brigadier on the field 
at the battle of Sobraon,. 402. 

Black Hole, The, prisoners confined 
in, and their sufferings, 11 ; names 
of those prisoners who died, 12. 
Blankenliagcn, Captain, Bengal Euro- 
pean Regiment, commands ex- 
pedition in Java, is killed, 315. 
Bleaniire, Lieutenant, 2nd Bengal 
European Regiment, wounded at 
ChiUianwalla, 425. 

Bolan Pasfi, description of, 342. 
Bombay European Regiment, detach- 
' ment arrives at Calcutta and roll of 
Officers accompanying the detach- 
ment, 40 ; at the battle of Chan- 
dernagore,41; capture of Kutwah, 
55 ; battle of Plassey, 59 ; incor- 
porated mth the Bengal European 
Regiment, 70 ; defence of Patna, 
191 ; battle of Buxar, 204 ; detach- 
ment incorporated with Bengal 
European Regiment, 70. 

Bougliton, Dr. Gabriel, cures the 
daughter of the Emperor Shah 
Jehan, 3 ; establishes a factory in 
Bengal, 4. 

Box, Captain Thomas, Bengal Euro- 
pean Regiment, at the siege of 
Pooshut, 358; his death, 380 ; and 
character, 392. 

Boyd, Captain, 2nd European Regi- 
ment, commands his Regiment at 
the assaxilt on Delhie, 482. 
Bradley. Private, 1st Bengal F usUiers, 
bravery at Delhie, is killed, 479. 
Broadbrook, Lieutenant, volunteers 
for service with the Bengal Euro- 
pean Regiment from H.^I. 84th, 
70. 

Broadfoot, Lieutenant William, Ben- 
cral European Regiment, woimded 
at Ghuznee, 353 ; murder of, 360. 
Broughton, Dr. J. P., Surgeon-Major 
1st. Bengal Fusiliers, his services 
dmin? the Mutiny war, 494 ; at 
the battle of Namoul, 496. 

Brown. Captain Edward, 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers, dangerously wounded at 
Eed-gar. 462. 


Brown, Lieutenant Alexander, Bengal 
European Regiment, wounded at 
the siege of Bhurtpore (1805), 300. 

Brown, Lieutenant Frank D. M., 1st 
Bengal Fusiliers, at the battle of 
FTarnoul, 499 ; distinguished bra- 
very, awarded the Victoria Cross, 
500; commanded a detachment 
of Hodson’s Horse at Sahadit, 525. 

Bruce, H. A., Surgeon 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers, at Lahore, 431. 

Bryant, Lieutenant T., Bengal Euro- 
pean Regiment, wounded at the 
battle of Deig, 292. 

Buhvant Sing, Raja of Benares, at 
war with the British, '204 ; par- 
doned and restored to his musnud 
by Lord Clive, 225. 

Burdet, Mr., survives the sufferings 
of the “ Black Hole,” 12. 

Burmese War, 431. 

Butler, Lieutenant T. A., 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers, at the Buru Bastion, 
Delhie, 480 ; wounded at the bat- 
tle of Delhie, 481 ; bravery at 
Lucknow gains the Victoria Cross, 
519. 

Buxar, battle of, 204. 

Byng, Captain Edmund, Ist Bengal 
Fusiliers, his death, 446. 


c. 


Cahul, English Army enter (1839), 
354. 

Cadell, Lieutenant Thomas, 2nd Ben- 
gal Fusiliers, bravery of, awarded 
Victoria Cross, 461. 

Cadets' Company, The, 2. 

■Caillaud, Major, relieves Patna, 115 ; 
defeats the Emperor’s Army, 117 ; 
promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel, 
126 ; to Brigadier- General, 128 ; 
his death, 128. 

Cairnes, Lieutenant IF. A. D., 1st 
Bengal European Regiment, died 
of cholera during assault of Delhie, 
488. 

Calaitta, formed into a Presidency 
town, 5: captured by Siraju ’d 
^ulah, 13 ; Recapture of, 27. 
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Callender, Captain, of the Maclvns 
Service, dentil of, 90. 

Caniphcll, fiir Colin, Commnndor-in- 
Cliief, relief of Lucknow, 508 ; 
liumes to the relief of Cawnpore, 
508. 

Camphell. Captain Dngald, Beiifrid 
European Itcgiment, killed at the 
capture of Baj Baj, 25. 

Candy, Lieutenant Henry, Bengal 
European Begimcnt, killed at 
Bhurtpore, .OSS. 

Carey, Mrs., 11. 

Canute, Major, takes command of the 
Bengal Ai-my, 128 and 185 ; de- 
feats tlie Emperor’s Army at Simii, 
180 ; takes ]\r. Law and his French 
followers prisoners, 131 ; com- 
mands the Army at the defence of 
Patna, 120 ; accompanies Lord 
Clive to England, 242. 

Carnac, Lmitenant Jacoh, volunteers 
for service with the Bengal Euro- 
pean Begimeut from H.M. 84th 
Regiment, 70. 

Carr, Ensign, Bengal European 
Regiment, killed at the capture of 
Baj Baj, 23. 

Carstairs, Ensign, joins Bengal Euro- 
pean Regiment, 13 ; promoted to 
Captain-Lieutenant, oC ; is de- 
feated at the battle of Manji, and 
his death, 141. 

Caulfield, Captain, (^d.d.) 1st Bengal 
FusiKers, wounded in DeUiie, 
481. 

Cavagnari, Lieutenant Louis N, P., 
1st European Bengal Fusiliers, at 
the action of Sahadit, 526. 

Caivnpore, the surrender of, 466 ; 
battles under Wyndliam, in Feb- 
ruary (1858), 608. 

Champion, Major, appointed Major of 
Brigade to Adams’ Army, 149 ; 
appointed to command the expe- 
dition against the Rohillas (1774), 
245. 

Chance, Ensign, Bengal European 
Regiment, wounded at Bhurtpore, 
306. 

Chandemagore, the French settle- 
ment of, British capture of, 41. 


Charnoch, Mr. Jolt, Company’s- 
Agent, driven from Bengal and 
establishes' a Comiiany’s factory 
at Kalikata, 5. 

Chatfield, Lieutenant. J., Bengal 
European Regiment, wounded at 
the battle of Bcig, 292. 

Chcle Sing, Raja of Benares, made 
subject to the Company, 250; 
hcaay impositions levied on, 250 ; 
ten-itory confiscated, 251 ; is made 
prisoner by IFarrcn Hastings, 251 ; 
is defeated and flies, 252. 

Cltiknnhram, Fortress of, assault of, 
259. 

Chinhnt, battle of, 506. 

Chitporc, battle of, 32 ; treaties after,. 
36. 

Chunar, Portress of, attack on, 214; 
captiu'cd, 220. 

Clark, Captain Charles, 1st Bengal 
European Regiment, at the battle 
of Ferozslmh, mortally wounded, 
390. 

Clive, Mr. Roherl, promoted to- 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 14; appoint- 
ed to command the second expedi- 
tion for the relief of Bengal, 14 ;• 
forms the Bengal European Bat- 
talion, 16 ; battle of Baj Baj, 21 ;■ 
battle of Chitpore, 32; treaty -with 
Mir J’afar for the Soubadarie, 50 ;• 
assembles a council of war before 
the battle of Plassey, 55; at the 
battle of Plassey. 58 ; gives £50,000- 
to form “ Lord Clive’s fluid," 222 ;: 
raised to the Peerage under the 
title of Lord CKve of Plassey, and 
promoted to the rank of Major- 
General, 224; his Trading As- 
sociation, 227 ; leaves Lidia for 
the last time, 242. 

Cochrane, Captain, loses his life in 
attempting to save Raja Ram 
ITarian, 114. 

Comherniere, Lord, commands the- 
Army against Bhurtpore (1826),. 
328. 

C'oncforc, battle of, 76; the decora- 
tion “ Condore ’’ wrongly granted, 
to the Madras, instead of the Ben- 
gal European Regiment, Appen- 
dix A. 
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Edwards', Lietd. Herbert Bciij. — cont. 
at the battle of ^ludkl, 377 ; ap- 
pointed as Civil Ofiiccr at IJuun, 
414 ; organizes an Anny to march 
on iMnltan, and defeats his enemy 
at Eneri, 417 ; reaches Mnltaii 
and holds jMidraj in check, 417 ; 
promoted to ISIajor and C. B., 
417. 

Eed Gar, attack oii, 4G2. 

Eigldicth Regiment, JI.M., .at the 
battle of Ferozshah, 37t). 

Eigldy-fourth Regiment, arri- 

val of in Bengal, 144 ; present at 
the battle of Kntwah, 147 ; at the 
battle of Geriah, 149 ; at the 
capture of the fortifications at 
Undwah Ndlii, 158 ; at the capture 
of Monghyr, 1G4 ; incorporated 
with the Bengal European Regi- 
ment, 177. 

Eighty-sixth Regiment, H.M., at the 
siege of Bluirtpore (1805), 303. 

.EllenhorovghjLord, Governor-General, 
preparations against a Seik in- 
vasion, 370. 

Elliot, Lieutenant, shoots himself at 
Kassimbazar, 7. 

Ellis, Mr., appointed Government 

■ agent at Patna, 137 ; seizes the 
City of Patna, 138; murder of, 
lfi5. 

Ellis, N., Lieutenant, 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers, woimded at Budlee-ka- 
Serai, 460 ; woimded at Lucknow, 
524. 


F. 

Fagan, Lieidenant John, Bengal 
European Regiment, Avounded at 
Ghuznee, 353. 

Fanshawe, Lieidenant R. W. IL, 
Ist Bengal European Regiment, 
wounded at the battle of Feroz- 
shah, 390 ; in the Burmese war, 
445 ; served dm-ing the Mutiny 
war, 1857-8 — promoted to Ma- 
jority, 507. 


Fenwick, Captain Thomas, joins field 
force against Shah Aliim, 109. 

Ferozshah, battle of, 379. 

Fielding, Captain Charles, A’oliin- 
teered for seiwicc Avitli the Royal 
European Regiment, 178. 

Fischer, Christian, in the JSrorthern 
Circars, 74 ; at Mussulipatam, 88. 

Fletcher, Major Sir Robert, Bengal 
European Regiment, attacks the 
Xawab Vazir's camp, and gains the 
battle of Kalpi, 218 ; dismissed 
the service, 237 ; restored to the 
sendee, and appointed Com- 
mander-in-Chief,at Bombay, vote^ 
237. 

Flynn, Private Patrick, 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers, in the hloree Bastion. 
Dclhie, 477. 

Forde, Lieutenant -Colonel, appointed 
by Clive to command the expe- 
dition against the French in the' 
Northern Circars, 74; at the- 
battle of Condorc, 76; capture 
of .Rajamundri, 81; difficulties' 
Avith Anandraz, 81; captures thc- 
French settlement at Nai'suroore, 
83 ; captures the fortress of Mus- 
sulipatam, 91 ; defeats the Dutch 
at Bederra, 104 ; retires to Eng- 
land, 108 ; his death, 109. 

French, The, lose . Chandernagore, 
46 ; at the battle of Condore, 76 ; 
abandon their camp near Condore, 
79 ; are defeated and suiTendei- 
their fortress of hlussulipatam, 
91. 

Fullerton, Dr., protects Raja Ram 
Narian, and commands the Bri- 
tish troops, 114; defends Patna 
against the Frencli. under LaAV, 
120 . 

Fulia, Port and Town of, the fugitives- 
from Fort William escape to,. 
12 . 

Furlong, Lieutenant Waller. Bengal 
European Regiment, killed at the 
battle of Geiiah, 152. 

Fyzulla Khan, defence against the 
attacks of the British and Oude 
troops, 248 ; his death, 274. 
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G. 

O’crraiyl, Major John G., 1st Jlt-ngal. 
Fusiliers, commands the Itegriment 
at the relief of the f^rrison of 
Pegu. -ItlS; Colonel Gerrard ap- 
pointed to command the 1st Ben- 
pd European llcgiment, lOtJ ; 
killed at the battle of Nanionl. 
IDS ; his loss deplored by liLs 
Hopiment, bOO. 

Ghizntc, description. 3-17 : siege of. 
310. 

Gillxrl, Goirral Sir IF. /.’..commands 
the 3nd Division of the Army of 
the Sutlej, 370 : gallant charge of. 
: 330 ; .at the battle of Sobraon. 303: 

is wounded. 

Ghuii. Liattcuani JHiHan. defest? 
the enemy on the river AdH. 24fj: 

appointed Aide-de-Campto Major 

Adams, 1-10 ; killed at the bsrJe 
of (icriah, lf)2. 

Goiilo/, Colo’icl, commpdirg _ dz'i 
Etircipean llcginitnt. is arptr.tyc. 
Bripulior in the -Armv c; ti-e 
Punjaub, -119; at tae c: 

Chillianwalla, 423. _ ^ 

Go'hhr<L Cnpiain Thnyz‘._ . 
tecred from 1 l.M. ~ 

gal Enroi)e.an Ilegimsrt 
173. 

r«t, b.attle of, 42.x _ _ 

GKrqh. GdicralSir 

niar.der-in'Chief, pre.-— ^ 
S-; ik "SVar, 371; at the -- 

Feror.'liah, 378; at tr- 
S.-.bmon. 401; 

Arniv of the Punjano. 

G-.ri .' Caj'tahi, of 

cjt. •- p , proinoto^i Si- 
to command the bec^ ~~ 
Ke'or.’jent. 70; 
t’ * Bengal Officers a. 

ir'er-T. 71'. . - 

Gtc: z. LkvUnmt 

liengsl Kuroi/ran Fe-g — 


Grcnilrce. Evalgn John, Beng.al Euro- 
pean Begiment, his death, 1 00, 
Grcvillf, jjculaiant Sou/hwd!., let 
Bengal European lie^rnent, at 
i Ferozshah. 383 ; forces the bar- 

1 ricade, 384: Captain Oreville 

j wouiKied at BiidJee-ka-Seiai, 4 00 ; 

1 bravery of, after tbe battle, at 

j Subzi Mundi. 40.o; cominand/i 

I attack on “Ludlow Castle,’’ 400 ; 

j is wounded, 400 ; assumes com- 

i mand of tbe Begiment during 

; assault on DeJhie, 470 : severely 

wounded at Delhie, 480. 

Oufi'iihri. .skirmish at, .001. 

, Gi'Zfrat. camj^igii in, 202. 

Gi'-'-iUor. tlj: Fart of. capture of, 287. 


H. 
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Hastings, Mr. Warren, serves as a 
volunteer mtli the Bengal Euro- 
pean Regiment, note, 25 ; is ap- 
pointed Governor-General of In- 
dia, 244 ; imposes heavy taxes on 
Raja Chete Sing, of Benares, 250 ; 
proceeds to Benares, where he is 
made prisoner, 251. 

Havelock, General Sir Henry, his 
relief of the garrison of Lucknow, 
507. 

Hay, Captain W. E., Bengal Euro- 
pean Regiment, wounded at Ghuz- 
nee, 353. 

Hay, Mr., Member of Council, 
murder of, at Patna, 165. 

Hicks, Lieutenant Roht. H., Bengal 
European Regiment, at the siege 
of Pooshut, is mortally wounded, 
359. 

Hill, Captain Douglas, volunteers for 
service with the Bengal European 
Regiment from H.M. 84th, 178. 

Hincles, Ensign William, Bengal 
Exu-opean Regiment, his death, 
169. 

Hodson, Lieutenant TF. S., 1st Bengal 
Eusiliers, carries dispatches to 
Meerut, 459; capture and death 
of the Eng’s sons, near Delhie, 
490 ; captures and imprisons the 
Eng, 490 ; at Gungehri, 501 ; 
at the battle of Puttialee, 503 ; 
gallant ride to open conmumi- 
cation with the Commander-in- 
Chief’s camp, 504 ; at Lucknow, 
his death, 521. 

Holford, Sergeant-Major, 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers, at the Moree Bastion, 
Delhie, 476. 

Holland, Lieutenant Richard, Bengal 
European Regiment, his death, 
169. 

Holtccll, M)\, appointed Governor 
and Commander of Fort William, 
10 . 

Hope, Lieutenant Sir William, Bengal 
European Regiment, his death, 
169. 

Hopkins, Sergeant-Major, Ist Euro- 
pean Bengal Fusiliers, promoted 
to an Ensigncy for distinguished 
service at the storm of Pegu, 436 ; 


promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel, 
his death, note, 436. 

Hugli,Toivn andForl q/’,capture of, 29. 

Hume, Lieutenant A., 1st Bengal 
European Regiment, wounded at 
the battle of Sobraon, 406; as- 
sumes command of the Regiment 
■ before Lucknow, 516. 

Humphries, Ensign Isaac, Bengal 
European Regiment, his death, 
169. 


I. 

Indus, Army of, formation of, 340 ; 
broken up, 356. 

Lines, Ensign P. R., 1st European 
Bengal Regiment, at the battle of 
Ferozshah, 383 ; wounded at the 
battle of Sobraon, 406 ; promoted, 
to Major for special service 
during the Indian Mutiny (1857-8), 
507. 

Irving,Major, Bengal European Regi- 
ment, commands storming-party 
at the assault of Undwah Ndld, 
157 ; leads the assault on the 
fortifications at Patna, 171 ; is 
killed at the battle of Patna, 174. 

Invalid Battalion, volunteer to ac- 
company Havelock to release 
Lucknow, note, 507. 


J. 

Jaclcson, Lieutenant, 2nd Bengal 
Fusiliers, killed before Delhie, 
463. 

Jacob, Ensign Geo. 0., Bengal Euro- 
pean Regiment, wounded at Ghuz- 
nee, 3^3 ; Major before Define, 
462; leads the first assault against 
theCaslimere Bastion, Delhie, 474; 
mortally wounded, 479 ; his death, 
and kindly nature, 493. 

Java, expedition to, 312. 

Jennings, Captain, Artillery, during 
the mutiny (1764), 180. 
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Jorchcr, Captain Charles, Bengal 
European Kegiment, liis death, 
IGO. 

JoUir., IJruIcnaut, 2nd Bengal Euro- 
pean Begiment, ■wounded at the 
battle of Bcctura, 276. 

Jordan, Colovr-Scrficant, 1st Bengal 
Fusilier.s, captures and spikes the 
enemy’s gun at Dclliie, ‘179. 


K. 

Kdlpi, battle of, 221. 

Kandahar, hardships endured on 
the road to (1839), 3‘13. 

KarrttnqalU, Fortress of, capture of, 
2o7. ■ 

Kassimhazar, the Factor;! of, .seized 
by Siiuju’d daidah, 17. 

Keane, Sir ,Tohn, assumes command 
of “ the Amy of tlic Indus,” 341. 

Keefe, Coiporal, 1st Bengal Fusiliers, 
bravery at Dclhie, is killed, 479. 

Keir, Arjiilmld, Surgeon of “Dela- 
ware,” 14. 

Kell;!, Lienteiiant-Coloncl, Bengal 
European Regiment, commands 
expedition to Java, and his 
death, 314. 

Kendall, Captain B., Bengal Euro- 
pean Regiment at Ferozshah, his 
death, 380. 

Khalsa, their religion, 365. 

KUpalrick, Major, commands force 
sent from htadras to the relief of 
Bengal, 13 ; is the first command- 
ant of the Bengal Euro2)ean 
Regiment, 17 ; commands expedi- 
tion against the fort of Hugh, 27. 

Knox, Captain, raises the siege of 
Patna, 121 ; appointed Quarter- 
master-General to Major Adams’ 
Amy, 149 ; appointed to com- 
mand the 2nd European Regi- 
ment, 227 ; his death, note, 229. 

Kojnclc Heights, The, Bengal Euro- 
pean Regiment transport the 
liea'vy guns over, 343. 

Kundson, Lieutenant C., volunteers 
for service with the Bengal Euro- 
pean Regiment from H.M. 84th, 
178. 


Kutra, victory of, 246. 

Kutwah, the Fort of, capture of, 
55 : the battle of, under Adams, 
147. 

L. 

Lake, General, reduces the Fort of 
Alighur, capture of the city of 
Delhic, capture of Agra, Laswarie, 
286-7 ; siege of Bhurtporc (1805), 
297 ; raised to the Peerage, 307 ; 
his death, 309. 

Lamhert, Ensign G. C., 1st Bengal 
European Regiment, before 8o- 
brnon, 398 ; Captain G. C. Lambert 
commands expedition against the 
Boling Stockade, 447, 

Lamhert, Lieutenant E. A. C., 1st 
Bcng.al Fusiliers, at Delhie, 484 ; 
saves Lieutenant Owen's life, 485. 

Lamhert, Lieutenant J., 1st Bengal 
European Regiment, mortally 
wounded at the battle of Sobrnon, 
400 ; his character, 407. 

Law, Monsieur, at ICassimbazar, 44 ; 
joins the Emperor’s Amy, and 
with his French Artillery attack 
Patna, 120; is taken prisoner by 
the British with hisfollowers, 131. 

Lawrence, Colonel Sir Henrg, as 
British Resident at Lahore, 414 ; 
as Chief Commander of Oude, 
453 ; his difficulties and his 
death, 506-7. 

Lawrence, Sir .Tohn, Chief Com- 
mander at Lahore, 455. 

London, Colour-Sergeant, 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers, his death, 487. 

Lnclcnow, Mutiny of troops at, 453 ; 
the Residency defended, 508 ; 
finally captured, 524. 

Lnshingfon, Jf?-., Member of Council, 
murder of, at Patna, 165. 


M. 

Macao, exjsedition to, 310. 
MacFarlane, Lieutenant C., 1st 
Bengal Fusiliers, commands the 
Regiment at the battle of Earnoid, 
499. 
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Mncfiregor, Lieutenant Charles, at 
Lucknow, 523. 

Maclcay, Ensign Walter, Bengal 
European Regiment, his death, 
169. 

Macleod, Ensign Duncan, Bengal 
European Regiment, his death, 
169. 

3Tadras, threatened by Haidar Ali, 
seeks succour from Bengal, 254 ; 
state of, in 1782-83, 267., 

3Iadras European Regiment, detach- 
ment accompanies expedition 
under Lord Clive for the relief 
of Bengal, and Officers’ names 
who accompanied the expedition, 
15 ; at the capture of the Fort of 
Baj Baj, 21 ; assault and capture 
of Hugh, 29; at the battle of 
Cliitpore, 32 ; capture of Chander- 
nagore, 41 ; capture of the Fort 
of Kutwah, 55 ; the battle of 
“Plassey,” 58; detachment in 
Bengal incoi’porated with the 
Bengal European Regiment, 70; 
in Java, 312. 

3Iagnay, Lieutenant Edward, Bengal 
European' Regiment, wounded at 
Ghuznee, 358 ; severely wounded 
at Sohraon, 406. 

3Iagniac, TJeutenant L, B., at Luck- 
now, 510. 

2Ialtomed, Taki Khan, gallant con- 
duct of, at the battle of Kutwah, 
is killed, 147, 

iWinakchand, defence of Baj Baj, 23. 

Manningham, 31r., deserts the Garri- 
son of Fort Williiim, 9. 

3Inrl:ar, the Anneniah, re-captures 
Patna for the Kawab Mir Kassim, 
139 ; defeats the British troops at 
Manji, 141. 

3Iarlinc, Claude, is attached until 
his French Company to the 
Bengal European Regiment, 142. 

Matlhcifs, Lieutenant John, promotion 
of, 71-98. 

3Iaxtnn, Lieutenant A., Bengal Euro- 
pean Regiment, wounded at the 
battle of Deig, 292. 

Alaxwell, Lieutenant Hamilton, expe- 
dition in Burmah, 445 ; Ainth 
General Havelock’s force at Luck- 
now, 510. 


McBarnett, Captain, (d.d.,) 1st Ben- 
gal Fusiliers, kiUed atDelhie, 485. 

3IcGill, Druni-3Lajor, killed at 
Budlee-ka-Serai, 460. 

McGovern, Private John, 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers, bravery of, awarded 
Victoria Cross, 462; bravery of, 
at the battle of Hamoul, 499. 

3'IcLaren, Brigadier, his death, 402 ; 
C ommander-in- Chief ’s opinion of, 
405. 

31cLaren, Bugler, his death, 402. 

31'Guire, Serjeant J., 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers, bravery of, awarded 
Victoria Cross, 482. 

Meerut, mutiny of troops at, 454. 

3'Ierriman, Lieutenant T., Bengal 
European Regiment, wounded at 
the battle of Deig, 292 ; wounded 
at the siege of Deig, 297. 

3Ietcalfe, Sir Charles, induces the 
Governor to adopt a decided 
policy against Bhurtpore, 328. 

Alinchin, Captain, deserts the Gar- 
rison of Fort Williaju, 8 ; dis- 
missed the Company’s service, 18. 

3finio, Lord, Governor-General, his 
policy towards Afghanistan, 337. 

31ir Pafar Khan, enters into treaty 
with Clive for the Soubadarie, 
50 ; at the battle of Plassey, 62 ; 
meets Clive at Daudpore, 66 ; 
deposed, 127 ; is a second time a 
candidate for the throne of 
Bengal, 144 ; a second time pro- 
claimed Kawab of Bengal, 148 ; 
his death, 190. ' 

3Tir Kassim Khan, elected Shazada 
of Bengal, and enters into a treaty 
with the British for the throne, 
aud the coup d'etat; 126; pro- 
claimed iSTawab, 127 ; reforms his 
army, 135; is deposed, 144; seeks 
the protection of the Nawab of 
Oude,175; disgraceanddeath,200. 

3Itran, Shazada of Bengal, with 
CaUlaud’s Anny, 115 ; conduct 
at the battle of Seerpore, 117 ; 

- is killed by lightning, 124. 

AToltimore, Captain, Bengal European 
Regiment, killed, 92. 
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2Toney, Lieutenant G. N,, 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers, leads the escalading 

■ paily against the Cashmere Bas- 
tion, Delhie, 475 ; captui-es the 
Moree Bastion, 477 ; horse shot 
under him at the battle of Xar- 
noul, 498 ; at the “ Yellow 
House,” Lucknow, 517. 

llongliyr, Fort and City of, created 
by IMir Kassim into the capital of 
Bengal, 135 ; captured by the 
British Army under Adams, 164. 

^lontgomery, Sir Robert, by a coiip- 
de-main disarms the SepaHs and 
secures the Fort of Lahore. 4.3.5. 

Jfooi-e, Captain, Bengal European 
Regiment, bravery of, at Tera- 
cundalore, 266. 

J/oore, Lieutenant George. Bengal 
European Regiment, killed ai the 
siege of Bhui-tpore, 305. 

2Ioore, Sergeant-Major, 1st Bengal 
European Regiment, promoted 
to Ensign for djstmgui=hei 
service in the field, note, 4C<7. 

Moran, Major, Bengal Europetm 
Regiment, escapes the tonures c-r 
the “BkckHoIe.” 12 : l^_p tie 
attack at Undwah Fala, 1.5<. 

2Iorris, Lieutenant Edmund. Bengti 
European Regiment, gallsrtrv tr 
Bhurtpore, 302 : is ycmtet. 
303: leads the swim ufir - r -tcrry 
at the 2nd attack on Bntrtptve 
(1805), 302. _ 

Motigha, Adams attacks IGr 
am's Army at, 14.8. 

Moxon. Emdgn Philip, ly ytrtyi-ir. 
Bengal Regiment, at me tam-r to 
Ferorshah, carnes tce 2egty'-t- 
tal Colour, 380: hi? cesttL 
his character, 392. 

Afahoa, besieged by Edtmrt.e? - — 

417 : cautured by the Artty _j.;er 
General MTiish, 42-5. 

JJttnro, 3Iajor Bectur. 

■ to command the E - A 

195: Hero of B'tiar. 1.--^ ? - ~ 

. General comr2mo?jt,^‘_-^'y-yv;’ 


Mudki, battle of, deHcrijition, 370. 

Muqdty, Private L., Ist Bengal J'-iisi- 
liers, bravery at Delhie, is killed, 
479. 

Mursltedahad, coup d'etat at, 1 26 ; 
British Army under Adams occupy 
the city, 148. 

Mutiny TVdr, dissatisfaction in the 
Xative Army, causes of, 450. 

MuKfidipatam, Fort and Tovm of, 
. advance of the British towarthi, 
83 ; description of the Foiircss, 
83; in-subordination in the 
British Arm3', 86; Forde's j)lat) 
of attack, 87 ; siege and capture 
of the Fortress. 91. 


X. 
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Oclitolony, General Sir Darirl, coni- 
maiids Division during the Nepal 
War, 317 ; Eesident at iSIahva, 
235 ; bis policy disapproved of 
by the Government, 32(i ; his re- 
signation and death, 327. 

Orchard, Licntcnant-Cohncl Joxtph, 
(C.B.), Bengal European Begi- 
ment, wounded at Ghuznec, 353 ; 
receivesDuranec Order, 355 : com- 
mands force against the Fort of 
Pooshut, 358 ; appointedBrigadicr 
in the Army of Eeserve (1840), 301; 
appointed Brigadier to the 7th 
Brigade, Aimy of the Sutlej, 398 ; 
his death, 413. 

Oude, annexation of, 453. 

Outram, General Sir James, Resident 
at Lucknow, 451 ; commands at 
Alam-bagh, 511 ; battle at Alam- 
bagh, February 25th, 1858, 511 ; 
appointed to command the Divi- 
sion of the Anny at Lucknow, 
to turn the enemy’s po.sition from 
the north of the Gumti, 515. 

Owen, Lieutenant A. G., Ist Bengal 
Fusiliers, wounded at the attack 
on “Ludlow Castle,” 469; wound- 
ed in the assault on Delhie. 485. 


P. 

Palmer, Ensign C. O'B., 1st Bengal 
European Regiment, wounded at 
the battle of Sobraon, 400. 

Parsons, Lieutenant N. T., 1st Bengal 
FusUiers, severely woiuided whilst 
engaged under Windham in the 
defence of Cawnpore, note, 509. 

Patna, the city of, assaulted by the 
Shazada Shah Alim, 96 ; the 
siege of Patna raised, 96 ; de- 
fended by Ram Narian and a 
detachment of the Bengal Euro- 
pean Regiment, imder Captain 
Cochrane, 113 ; the siege of, raised 
by Major CaiUaud, 115 ; seized 
by Mr. EUis, 138 ; recaptured by 


Patna — cont. 

hlir Kassim’s troops, 139 ; des-- 
cription of the defences of, 170 ;; 
assault of by the Army under 
Adams, 171 ; its capture, 173 ;; 
British Army beleaguered under 
the walls of, 192. 

Patirghir, defended by FjT.ulla 
Khan, 248. 

Paton, Surgeon G., Bengal Europeanj 
Regiment, ser-sdees at Ghuznee, 
354. 

Patlidlo, Lieutenant J., 1st Bengal 
European Regiment, severely 
wounded at Sobraon, 406. 

Patuta, the battle of, against Chete 
Sing, Raja of Benares, 252. 

Pegu, City, stonn of, 434 ; relief of,. 
437. 

Perry, Captain Ambrose, Bengal 
European Regiment, his death, 
169. 

Pindaric lFa)‘, description of the 
Pindaries, 318 ; expeditionagainsty 
320. 

Plassey, the battle of, 58. 

PoUilore, the battle of, 264. 

Pooshut, Fort of, attack on, 358. 

Porto Novo, battle of, against the- 
French, 260. 

Pye, Captain, at Baj Baj, 21 ; hisi 
death, 35. 


Q. 

Quetta, description of, 342. 

Quin, Corporal, Bengal European! 

Regiment, saves his Officer’s life,. 
00,1 


R. 

Eajainundri, town and fort of, cap- 
ture of, 80. 

Bamnagar, battle of, 420. 

Ram Narian, Raja, Governor of Pat- 
na, defeated by the Emperor’s; 
troops, 113. 
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Mcagaii, Privnic, 1st Bengal Fusiliers, 
bravery of, at the attack on “ Lud- 
low Castle,” 4G9. 

Jiamsa;/, Captain Sir Thomas, Bengal 
European Eegiinent, wounded'^at 
the siege of Blmrtpore (1805), BOG: 
commands e.vpedition in Java,.31L 

Pcsideiic!/, file sufferings in, and 
noble defence of, 507 -S. 

Poach, Ensign John R., Bengal Euro- | 
pean Kegiment, his death, 1G9. 

Poach, Lieutenant Maurice, Bengal 
Euroi'oan Bcgiment, his death, 1G9. 

Poher/s, Colonel A. B., (C.B.), Ben- 
g-.d European Reguueut, com- 
mands the Kegiment in 1825, 
B29 : Shah Shuja’s force during 
Afghan War (1839), and re- 
ceived Durance Order, 355; 
•appointed Colonel to ILIL lOlst 
Koval Bengal Fusiliers, 534. 

Poherts, Ensign Robert, Bengal Emo- j 
])e.an Regiment, his death, 1G9. ! 

Potnrts. LiaiKnanl Frcdcricl:, gains j 
the Victoria Cross for disrin- , 
guished bravery, note, 509. 

Pnb(rlson, Lieutenant. 2nd Bengal j 
European Regiment, wounded at ; 
the battle of Boetura, 276. ; 

Pohinsoti, Ensign J. G., volimtoers | 
for .sers'ice ■ndth the Bengal Euro- j 
pean Kegiment from H.3L S4th ; 
Kegiment. ITS. 

Pobertson. Lieutenant TTiOmas, pro- . 
motion of, 92. I 

Pohillas, their origin, country, and 
character. 242 : defeated at the 
battle of Kutra. 246. 

Roptr, Limtcnant T’/.e.’roj, volunteers . 
for service with the Bengal Euro- 
pean Regiment from H3L S4ih. 
176. 

Reifs. Captain. Bengal Euror^ean • 
Kegiment. his death, 222. 

Ro’issel. Color.tl. commandstheptrt.eh 

■; -LVrmy which invades Bengal, 

Piihjit Sing. M.arahia of the Ptmfab. 
arbitrates between tne r . ngli snano. 
the ilarathas. 302 :__e:mers mto 
alliance with the Bmtsn^to X'jtre 
8huja-uI-MuIk_on the ihrc-ne of 


Rgan. Drummer Jlf., 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers, braveiy of, awarded 
Victoria Cross, 482. 


s. 


I Salalmt Jung, agrees to assist the 
French at ilussulipatam, 85; 
checked b 3 - Forde, 87. 

Sale, General, commands the storm- 
ing-partyat Ghuznee (1839). and 
woiijidcd at, .351 ; killed at the 
battle of Ziludki, ,377. 

Salnshurg, Ensign E. TF., Bengal 
Eurojtean Regiment, killed at 
Charikar, near Cabnl, nejtc, ,300, 
Sabi.Jiurg, Ensign F. O., at the battle 
of Ferozshah ; is wounded tinder 
the Queen's Colours, 380 : Cap- 
tain .Salusbury. at Lucknow, 
commands Jnfautrv' detachment 
.against enemy's hatterie.s. 519: 
wounded at Lucknow, 522 : cap- 
tures riiree guns at the “ Htisanee 
Bagh, • 523 : Lt-CoL appointed to 
command H.iL lOLst Koval Bengal 
Fusiliers, 534: commands the 
Ec^giment during the Umbevla 
campaign, App^.-ndix F. * • 

Siatf/H. Captain Douglas, l.st Bengal 
Earope^n Regiment, at the bat- 
tle of feroszhah. 383: commands 
the Kegiment at the battle of 
Sohrzon. 402 : commands ez- 
I>edit!on agaimst the Gon'^-oh 
sto-rkade. 443. 

Seat'-r. OdontZ TLorr.nt. C.B.. ap- 
r-t-inted to command the 1st Bengal 
Ett-tifers. ; at tne ahair at 
Gungehri. .502 : at the battle of 
Puttialee. ->03. 

Be:gcl Bs^.rrAon Rerprei'. 
fortmtfon of (1765). 227: ‘iden- 
te nan.— Colonel Biena'*^ 
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Second Bewjid J^uvopcaii Rnjhmnt — ■ 
cont. — i 

biittftlions, :270 ; the second j 
tiilion reduced, 280; Anny lust 
^177!)); 2r) l ; and (179-1), :i82 : 
incorporated u-ith tlie Isl jlengal 
ICuropean llegiinent, 285; re- 
embodied in 182-1, 822; Army 
List, 82-1; sent to Cltcdubn, 
Arrucun, to guard the frontier, 
285; becomea tlie left wing of tbe 
: li ■ ’r. L- ■ ■‘(1880). 

• (1889), 

8;)(J; joinstlicAriny of tbe Punjab, 
-119 ; at the battle of C'iiillianwalla. 
122 ; at the battle of Goozerat, 125 ; 
created 2nd 1-luropean lleiigal 
Fusiliers, 128 ; at 15udlee-ka- 
iScrai, ItlO ; attack the Koodsia 
Pagli, 1G8; at the assault on 
Delhic, 473 ; sen'ice under llrig- 
adier Showers in the Ffayrvnttee 
District, 490; designated JI.M. 
10-lth Beng-al Fusiliers, 580; de- 
signated 2nd Battalion Boyal 
Munster Fusiliers, 551. 

Seoporc, the battle of, 110. 

Seiks, The, their religion, 805 ; in- 
Ya,do Inda, 809. 

Sevenleenth Regiment, H. M., at 
Ghuznee, 348. 

Seventg-Jifth Regiment, at the 

siege of Bhurtpore (1805), 302. 

Seventg-sixth Regiment, H.M., at the 
battle of Deig, 290 ; at the cap- 
ture of the Fortress of Deig, 297 ; 
at the siege of Bhurtpore (1805), 
302. 

Shah Akim, the Shahzada of the 
Ilindustan empire, invades Ben- 
gal, 95 ; lays siege to Patna, 90 ; 
forced by the British to raise the 
siege, 96 ; succeeds his father as 
Emperor of Delhie, 111 ; defeats 
Bam Narian, and besieges Patna, 
113 ; surrenders to. the British 
under Major Carnac, 132 ; at- 
tempts to gain possession of his 
throne, 133 ; submission to the 
English, 216; marches to D elide 
and seem-es the throne, 242; is 
detlrroned, butrestored by General 
Lake, 286. 


Shfih SlniJ((li-nl-inulk,thc Amir, trc.aty 
with, in 1817, 888; jirnclaiined 
Amir at Kandaiiar, 814 ; his mur- 
der, 800. 

ShnriJ}', Lkutfnnnt, 2nd Bengal Fu.si- 
liers, killed at the attack on 
*• Ludlow Castle," 170. 

Shiilingliiir, the battle of, 205. 

Shnjd ird datilnh, the Xawab Vazir 
fif Oude, takes command of the 
allied Anny against the- Britisli, 
1H9; submits to the English com- 
mander, 223 ; appointed bj- Lord 
Clive King of Oude, 225; forms 
an alliance with the British, and 
defeats the Bohillas, 210 ; makes 
terms with Fyzulla Khan, 219 ; 
his death, 219. 

Shuttlcworth, Captain F., 1st Beng-al 
Euroj)Can Beginient, killed at tlie 
battle of yobraon, 106 ; his 
chanicter, 108. 

Sirajit 'd daulah, the Nawab, captures 
Calcuttain 1756,7; makcsasccond 
as.sault on Calcutta, 31; makes 
treaties of jieacc with British, 80 ; 
at the battle of Plassey, 02 ; 
escapes from Flurshcdabad, is 
captm'cd and murdered by the 
Shahzada Mfran, 67. 

Sixth Dragoon Guardu, //.it/'., at 
Karnoul, 497 ; at.Gungehri, 502. 

Sixtieth Rijien, II.M., at Delhi, 484. 

Sixtg-Jifth Regiment, JI.M., at the 
siege of Bhurtpore (1805), 301. 

Skinner, Lieutenant James, volunteers 
for sei’vice with the Bengal Euro- 
pean Kegiment from H. JI. 81th 
Beginient, 178. 

Smith, Licutaiant, Bengal European 
Begiment, killed at the battle of 
Kutwah, 147. 

Somers, Captain TIenrg, Bengal 
European Begiment, his death, 169. 

Speedg, Sergeant, Bengal European 
Begiment, escape from Pm-neah, 
106 ; joined the Bengal European 
Begiment as soon as it was raised 
at Fidta, 169 ; his death, 169. 

Speke, Captain, (d.d.) 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers, at • tlie lJurn Bastion, 
Delhie, 486; is killed, 480; his 
ch-aracter, 493. 
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Spier, Captain James, joins force 
' agninst Sliali AJam, 109 ; at Mnn- 

; guUvOte, 119. 

Sprof, Lieutenant, 2ncl Bengiil Euro- 
pean . Regiment, killed at the 
battle of Goozerat, 427. 

Stafford, Captain (d.d.), 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers, assumes command of 
the Regiment at Delhie, 481. 

Staples, Lieutenant Thomas, 1st 
Bengal European Regiment, 
wounded at the battle of Sobraon, 
406. 

Steele, Colonel, commands 2nd Ben- 
gal European Regiment at the 
battle of Goozerat, 426. 

St. Frais and his French Artillery at 
the battle of Plassey, 60. 

St. George, Captain E., 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers, severely wounded at 
Lucknow, 518. 

Strahan, the Ahlc Seaman, enters the 
Fort of Baj Baj alone, 24. 

Suan, battle of, under Major Carnac, 
130. 

Suhd Mundi, battle of, 464. 

Snmru, the Alsatian, appointed by 
Mil’ Kassim to reform the Murshe- 
dabad Anny, 135 ; defeats the 
British ti’oops at Manji, 141 ; mur- 
ders the English prisoners at Pat- 
na, 165. 

Suti, capture of the enemy's en- 
trenched position at, 153. 

Suttufporc, capture of, 252. 


T. 

Taylor, Captain A. IF., wounded at 
Ghuznee, 853. 

Third Light Dragoons, H.M., gallant 
conduct at the battle of Feroz- 
shah, under Colonel Wliite, 389. 

Thirteenth Regiment, H.M., at siege 
of Ghuznee, 348. 

Thirty-ninth Foot, H.M., accom- 
panies Colonel Clive’s expedition 
to the relief of Bengal, and 
Oflicers’ names who accompanied 
the expedition, 14 ; at the cap- 
ture of the Fort of Baj Baj. 25; 


Thirty-ninth Foot, iLil/.— cont. — 
recapture of C.alcutta, 27 ; assault 
and capture of Hugli, 29 ; capture 
of Chandernagore, 41 ; capture 
of the Fort of Kutwah, 55; at 
the battle of Plassey, 59 ; the de- 
tachment in Bengal incorporated 
with the Bengal European Regi- 
ment, 70. 

Tippoo Sahib, Peshwar of Mysore, 
succeeds his father, Haidar Ali, 
268. 

'Tripassore, the Fort of, capture of, 
264. 

Tudor, Lieutenant-Colonel, commands 
1st European Bengal Fusiliers on 
service in Burmah, 434 ; at the 
capture of Pegu, 434. 

Twenty -second Regiment, H.M., at the 
sifege of the Fortress of Deig, 
294; at the siege of Bhiu’tpore 
(1805), 298. 

T wenty-ninfh Regiment, H.M., with 
the Army of the Sutlej, 372. 


u. 

Undwah Ndld, capture of, 159. 


Y. 

Vans Agntiv, Mr. P. A., murder of, 
416. 

Vansittart, Mr., Member of Council; 
visits Mir Kassim to arrange 
treaty for “passes,” 136; ap- 
pointed Governor of Bengal, 108. 

Vellore, relief of, 266. 

Veracimdalore, battle of, 266. 


Wagucllcn, Captain Thomas M., com- 
mands the flank battalions at the 
reduction of Fort Gwalior, 287 ; 
commands expedition to Macao, 
310. 


I 
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WdJcot, Uns/^H, Rurvivcstho Hufferinga 
of the “]}lack Hole," 12; death 

. of, 38. 

■Wallace, Lku/ciiant JL M., lat 
■Tlengiil Fu.siliers, wounded at the 
battle of Narnoul, 4',)7. 

Waadiirash, FortvcPH of, relief of, 
257 ; 2ncl relief of, 203. 

7F«r/)fr, Lientemnt G. IF., lat Ileiigid 
Fusilierfi, at tlic attack on “ Ludlow 
Castle,” 469; retakes the enemy’s 
guns at the battle of Narnoul, 
499 ; commands detachment at 
the action of Sahadit, 525. 

•TT^nirf)!, Lieutenant Gcorijc, Bengal 
European Begiment, leads his 
comi^any to the assault of the 
Jungeena Gate, Blmrtporc, 333 ; 
is severelj* wounded, 334 ; hlajor, 
wounded at Ghuznee, 353 ; re- 
ceives Durance Order and Brevet 
Lieutenant-Colonelcy, 355. 

Watson, Admiwl, commands British 
Fleet sent to the succour of 
Bengal (1756), 15 ; at Baj Baj, 
25 ; at the recapture of Calcutta, 
27 ; protests against the attack 
on Chandeniagore, 89 ; ultimately 
consents to assist in the assault 
of, 41 ; refuses to bo party to 
Mir J’afar treaty, 51. 

IFatson, Ensign, Bengal European 
Regiment, wounded at the siege 
of Blmrtpore, 303. 

Watts, Mr., surrenders the Kassim- 
bazar factory to the Nawab, 7 ; 
retires from Kassimbazar, 52. 

Weddcrhiirn, Liaitenant, at Fulta, IS. 

Welchman, Colonel, commanding 
1st Bengal Fusiliers at Budlee- 
ka-Serai, 459 ; severely woxmded, 
462. 

Wemyss, Lieutenant H. M., 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers, wounded at the battle 


IFcHiy,*,*, Lieutenant 11. ilf. — cent. — 
of Subzi Muiifli, 405; nssatilt of 
the Cashmere Bastion, 474 ; 
wounded in Delliie, 481. 

'W/irler, Captain Trevor, commands 
British force at Sahadit, 525. 

White, Captain Martin, in Bhurtpore. 
129. 

Williamson, Lirntcnant, Ist Bengal 
Euroj)cati Regiment, prepares to 
jn-otect the station ol Snbathoo 
against the Seik.s, 372. 

WiLson, Brigadier Archdalc, com- 
mands British Armybeforc Delliie, 
461. 

Wilson, Lieutenant-Colonel, Bengal 
European Regiment, leads the 
assaulting party at Bhurtpore 
(1826), 3.34. _ 

Wtnclchcel:, Ensign, Bengal Europc.an 
Regiment, killed at I’atna (1760), 
114. 

Wood, Lieutenant IF, H., Bengal 
European Regiment, wounded at 
the siege of Bhurtpore (1805), 
800. 

Woodcock, Lieutenant, 1st. Bengal 
Fusilier'S, wounded in Delliie, 481. 

Wriford, Ensign Charles It, 1st Ben- 
gal European Regiment, wounded 
at Ferozshah, 390; commands 
left ■wing of his Regiment at 
Delliie, 483. 


Y. 

Yorkc, Captain, volunteers for the 
Bengal European Regiment from 
H. il. 84th, 70; wounded at 
hlussulipatam, 91. 




